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ISSN: 1357 - 5155

The Royal 
Birth

In July our nation welcomed the arrival of Prince 
George. This royal baby, who is third in line to the 
throne, will be known as His Royal Highness Prince 
George of Cambridge. As well as being an established 
regal name, George is also a saint’s name. St George 
was an early Christian martyr and is the patron saint 
of England. There have been six King Georges up to 
now, most recently the Queen’s father.

Over 2000 years ago the angels heralded the birth 
of Jesus Christ. In contrast to the media hype associ-
ated with the birth of Prince George, this ‘royal’ baby 
did not come amidst the pomp and glory that one 
associates with a royal birth. He was born in a stable 
with a cattle feeding trough for his bed. Yet he was 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Jesus Christ, the long awaited Messiah, God’s 
anointed One had come. This King is the heir to the 
Davidic throne. For this reason, Matthew’s gospel in 
particular emphasizes how Jesus is the son of David. 
Why is the existence of a royal line so important to 
God’s plans? 

First, when God responds to the wilful disobedience of 
Adam and Eve, God in an act of profound grace, prom-
ises that the Serpent will eventually be overcome by 
the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). After this, the 
identity of the woman’s offspring is intimately linked to 
the special family line at the heart of Genesis. Having 
led astray the divinely appointed royal couple, Genesis 
fittingly anticipates that the Serpent (elsewhere identi-
fied as Satan or the Devil) will be overthrown by a fu-
ture King who is fully obedient to God.

Second, building on this expectation, the patriarchal 
stories in Genesis introduce the idea that the nations 
of the earth will be blessed through Abraham and 
his offspring. We see this most clearly in Genesis 
22:17-18. God makes this tremendous promise to 

Abraham, ‘And your seed shall possess the gate of 
his enemies, and in your seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed 
my voice.’  While the actual designation Messiah is 
never used in Genesis, the entire book anticipates 
that through the offspring of the woman, the Evil 
One will be defeated and God’s blessing will come to 
the nations of the earth. 

Matthew’s genealogy is a family tree of Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God incarnated as the Son of 
Man. Matthew wrote his gospel primarily to the Jews. 
The purpose of this genealogy is to prove to Jewish 
readers that Jesus of Nazareth as the seed of Abraham 
and the son of David was the long-awaited Messiah. 

The genealogy further teaches us that Christ entered 
the stream of humanity for all people — Jews and 
Gentiles alike. The Creator became incarnate. ‘He 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men’ (Phil. 2:7). The mystery is that he took on 
human flesh and human nature and yet did not sin.

Matthew’s genealogy reveals both the faithfulness 
of God in keeping his promises, and his mercy ‘unto 
all, and upon all them that believe’ (Rom. 3:22). The 
promised Messiah has come in the fullness of time, 
he is given the name Jesus because he has come to 
‘save his people from their sins.’ (Matthew 1:21) His 
name is the embodiment of his mission. His name is 
the only name in which there is salvation for sinful 
men and women (Acts 4:12).
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PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY

You are warmly invited to our 

Annual Cambridge Lecture 

Monday 18th November 2013

7:30pm
At The Round Church, Cambridge 

(Kindly granted)

Chairman:   Rev. Ian Hamilton
(Cambridge Presbyterian Church)

Speaker:
Rev. Jeremy Brooks 

 (Welcome Hall Evangelical Church, Bromsgrove)

Subject: 
‘Loving Christ and Loving People: 

Lessons from the Life of 
Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-1843)’

The Postcode for the Church is CB2 1UB. 
 

 

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize School of Theology

Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks at 
PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London

1:10pm - 1:45pm

Subject:

‘Various Topics’
Tea and Coffee provided

Monthly Prayer Meetings

1st Thursdays at 1-2pm

All are welcome to join us in praying for 
church and nation

In regard to the significance of Christ coming in the 
royal line, Joel Beeke writes:

All of us, without exception, are depraved, corrupt, and 
full of wickedness. We are all sons of fallen Adam — and 
heirs of corruption. Christ’s genealogical register is a re-
cord of our guilt, our shame, our lost state, our origin, 
our humiliation. It raises the question, who can break 
the terrible cycle of sin? “Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” 

Thanks be to God, Jesus broke the repeating cycle of 
human sin by identifying with and saving wretched sin-
ners like us. Out of love He rescues us, makes us holy 
and acceptable in God’s sight, renews and transforms 
us, and will never let us fall away again and be lost to 
Him. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” 
(1 Tim. 1:15). 

Christ became like us in all things but sin. His name is Im-
manuel, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). He was and is God 
the Son from eternity past, at every point in His earthly 
ministry, and unto eternity future. He was God even as 
He hung on the accursed cross and was broken as our 
substitute and atoning sacrifice. Having taken our sins 
upon Himself, He became a curse for us, and endured 
our punishment, so He is God for us. Having taken our 
nature upon Himself and having lived in the world as we 
must live, tempted at all points as we are, He is God with 
us. He understands and knows us; He humbled Himself 
so completely that He became both our Saviour and our 
elder brother. Graciously He offers Himself to us and 
asks of us no more than that we believe in Him and seek 
Him with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind.’ (Table-
talk Magazine,  January 2008)

How will you respond to the coming, reigning King?
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In the 
news

Police criticised for preacher arrest  
POLICE officers must be told that preachers speaking 
on homosexuality are not acting unlawfully, a Chris-
tian group is demanding.  The Christian Legal Centre 
(CLC) has written to the Metropolitan Police follow-
ing the arrest of a speaker in Wimbledon this month 
for suggesting that homosexual practice is sinful. 
Tony Miano was reported to police after preaching 
on 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 on the need to abstain 
from sexual immorality when a passer-by reported 
him to the police for a homophobic offence, and he 
was questioned for 7 hours. But the CLC argues: ‘The 
questioning is unlawful as intrusive to “private life” 
within Article 8 of the European Convention; and to 
the “forum internum” within Article 9 of the Conven-
tion: Smith & Grady v United Kingdom (1999).’ From 
the transcript it appears as though the officers are 
convinced that if someone perceives there to have 
been a ‘homophobic incident’ then they believe an 
offence has occurred and therefore the speaker can 
be arrested. ‘We remain of the view that no reasona-
ble police officer would arrest a Christian for preach-
ing a Bible message in the circumstances of this case, 
nor pursue such an offensive line of questioning.’

Church in Wales votes to permit women bishops.
Cheers and applause greeted the result as it was an-
nounced at the Governing Body, which is meeting at 
the University of Wales, Trinity St David in Lampeter, 
Ceredigion.

Members of the Governing Body removed a clause 
which would have delayed the implementation of 
the Bill until a separate Bill providing statutory provi-
sion for opponents had been passed.

Instead, the Bill To Enable Women To Be Consecrat-
ed As Bishops will take effect next year (12 Septem-
ber 2014); and the Bench of Bishops will now have to 
prepare a code of practice ‘without delay’ to provide 

for ‘those who in conscience dissent’  from the ordi-
nation of women to the episcopate.

The Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, said that 
the bishops would ‘consult widely’ on the code of 
practice, and would ensure it was debated at the 
next meeting of the Governing Body at Llandudno 
in April before being presented in its final form next 
September.

The voting figures for the Bill, which required a two-
third majority in each House, were:
Laity: 57 Ayes, 14 Noes and two abstentions
Clergy: 37 Ayes, 10 Noes
Bishops: 6 Ayes 

Political move behind the removal of School heads 
removed in row over radical Christian helper  
Two Scottish head teachers who allowed a preacher 
from a creationist Christian ‘sect’ to help out at their 
primary school for more than eight years have been 
removed from their posts while an inquiry is carried 
out.

Elizabeth Mockus and Sandra MacKenzie, who share 
the headship at Kirktonholme Primary in East Kil-
bride, have been moved to other duties to allow 
South Lanarkshire Council to investigate.

The helper, Mr Gear also ran a club at the 400-pu-
pil school on Monday evenings and spoke to pupils 
about his beliefs as part of their religious education 
lessons.Many parents only realized their children 
were being exposed to the evangelical group’s agen-
da when pupils took home creationist books they 
had been handed at assembly.

Jim Gilhooly, the council’s director of education, said: 
‘As indicated to parents, a full investigation into the 
management practices within the school has been 
instigated. In order to assist with this, the current 
head teachers have been moved from the  school
and re-deployed to other duties within education re-
sources with immediate effect’.

The inquiry will further look at the use of the school 
premises for the youth club run by the West Mains 
Church of Christ.
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A letter to parents stated: ‘It has been agreed that 
the West Mains Church of Christ will no longer allow 
access in schools for the youth club, or any other ac-
tivity. In my discussions with the parent council, and 
during the larger parent meeting, it was clear that 
everyone was keen to see the school move on from 
the current situation’.

The scandal blew up after two creationist books de-
nouncing the theory of evolution - one called How 
Do You Know God is Real? And the other entitled, 
Exposing the Myth of Evolution - were handed out 
to pupils.

Both were written by American author Kyle Butt, 
whose other works include a book called, Homo-
sexuality - Sin or Cultural Bad Habit? His books are 
printed by the Alabama-based Apologetics Press, 
which is closely affiliated to the Church of Christ.

In a subsequent letter to parents, which was given out 
after the books were given to pupils, Mrs MacKenzie 
defended the decision to give the books to pupils.

She said: ‘While I appreciate that not every family in 
our school are practising Christians, I was only too 
happy to accept this generous gift on your behalf. I 
hope you will all accept it in the spirit with which it 
was offered.’

However, some parents made official complaints to 
the council about the books, while others threat-
ened to withdraw their children in protest.

Eight House Churches Shut Down in Northern Syria  
International Christian Concern (ICC) has learned 
that at least eight evangelical churches in northern 
Syria have been closed by the Syrian government.

The Syrian government ordered the closure of nu-
merous ‘house churches’ for meeting in places the 
government deems inappropriate for worship. Many 
congregations in Syria cannot afford to buy a plot of 
land and build a church, so instead they purchase an 
apartment and turn it into a place of worship. How-
ever, during the past few months, the government 
has enforced a law stating that congregations must 
only gather in buildings that resemble a church.

Many Syrian Christians, however, believe that the 
government’s ‘legal’ excuse for closing churches is 
merely a cover-up for a wider government crack-
down against evangelical Christian activity in Syria. 
‘Syrian Christians that are active in their faith know 
that they are watched very closely and the gov-
ernment is waiting for an excuse to crack down on 
them,’ a Syrian Christian told ICC. ‘The government 
is targeting all religious activities which are consid-
ered “extreme”’ – from Muslim extremists all the 
way to Christians.’
 
In a letter posted on the website of political analyst 
and Christian novelist Joel Rosenberg, an Arab be-
liever explained, ‘Our brethren and churches in Syria 
need urgent prayers. The government closed about 
eight evangelical churches in the last two weeks. All 
these churches are in North Syria. It is apparently by 
the approval of the High Council representative in 
Syria.’
 

London schools forcing pupils to wear burkas
It has been revealed that two London schools are 
enforcing strict dress codes that force pupils to wear 
burkas.

The Madani Girls School in Whitechapel and the 
Ayesha Siddiqa Girls School in Southall require all 
students to dress in Islamic clothing. 

Both of the independent, fee-paying schools make 
clear that pupils who fail to abide by the rules will be 
appropriately punished and face being sent home in 
disgrace for failing to wear the correct uniform.

Keith Porteous Wood, executive director of the Na-
tional Secular Society, told The Times: ‘It is wrong for 
any child to be required to cover their face. To make 
it a requirement of the school uniform rules means 
the pupils have no individual choice.’

He added: ‘We have concerns about the enforced 
wearing of headscarves but banning them would be 
a step too far in restricting religious freedoms.’

The Standard newspaper reported that neither 
school responded to their request for  comment.
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The Power and Effect of the Gospel
An edited sermon on 1 Thessalonians 1:5

by Gearoid Marley

Introduction
There are two fundamental questions that confront 
the church today. What is the gospel, and, how 
should we communicate the gospel? The apostle 
Paul in this first epistle to the Thessalonians is writ-
ing to a small church which has grown in stature and 
influence.  In the first chapter Paul is outlining the ef-
fect the gospel has had, and he is filled with thanks-
giving for the positive effect that the Word of God 
has had in Thessalonica. 

Our text is 1 Thessalonians 1:5. Notice the word gos-
pel means good news, ‘euangelion’. It is described as 
glad tidings. Even the angels announcing the birth of 
Jesus Christ to the shepherds announce their news 
as ‘good tidings of great joy’ (Luke 2:10).  The word 
‘gospel’ is one of  the apostle Paul’s favourite words. 
It is used over seventy times in his epistles.  In this 
epistle he uses it six times. It is ‘our gospel (1:5); ‘the 
gospel’ (2:4); ‘the gospel of God’ (2:2, 2:8-:9); and 
‘the gospel of Christ’ (3:4).  

How is it good news?  It is the good news from God 
to sinners. The Bible says that all are sinners by na-
ture and practice. That includes all men, women, and 
children. This gospel is for all people everywhere. It 
describes us as having sinful hearts, darkened minds, 
and rebellious wills. This gospel is for people like you 
and me. It is the good news of how God has sent His 
Son to save lost and perishing sinners like us. It is a 
message of hope in a hopeless world. It is also a mes-
sage of peace with God in a world which is at enmity 
with God. It is a message of the grace of God - that is, 
God does not treat us as our sinful, self-centred lives 
deserve but willingly stands ready and able to forgive 
and pardon all our sin for Jesus sake. 

Having established what the gospel is and our need 
of it we can now address the question: how is this 
message to be proclaimed with confidence? Let us 
consider this question under three headings. 

1. This Gospel comes in Word 
2. This Gospel comes in the power of the  
 Holy Spirit
3. This Gospel comes with much assurance 

1. This Gospel comes in Word  
Our forefathers believed that the Word of God was 
paramount. Note the word is not an inner voice, 
not dreams or visions. The gospel comes in word. 
This gospel is to be preached. Words must be read 
or spoken but the Word is important. It is the Word 
of God, anything less or anything more is not gospel 
preaching. However gospel preaching even of the 
bare word is ‘not in word only’ (v.5).

Notice our gospel is not just any gospel but the apos-
tle’s gospel. What made it his? It had impacted his 
life profoundly. This gospel had become his in two 
ways. It had changed him as a man and turned him 
into a preacher of Christ. You remember how Luke 
records when the Lord Jesus met with the zealous 
Pharisee Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9:1-17. Before this en-
counter he had been a self-righteous religious zealot, 
but despite his religion he was still a lost sinner. This 
section of Acts is an account of his conversion from 
self-righteous sinner to humble Christian and serv-
ant of Christ. Meeting Christ transformed the Apos-
tle’s life. The Lord had changed him from a persecu-
tor of Christians to a planter of churches and from a 
preacher of hatred to a preacher of righteousness.  
When we became Christians it was through the 
Word - perhaps through hearing a sermon or read-
ing a gospel leaflet. Perhaps it was by our own 
reading of scripture. Either way it was through 
the Word. We realised our sin and our lost con-
dition. The Lord showed us ourselves and then 
by his grace he revealed that he could save us! 

This is why the gospel can be ours personally. If we 
have been converted then this gospel has trans-
formed us and made us new people in Christ.
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The instrument is the Word of God, the agent is the 
Holy Spirit. This is why the gospel must be preached; 
‘my speech and my preaching were not with the per-
suasive words of human wisdom {wise philosophers, 
wild ideas of men} but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power’ (1 Cor. 2:4). However, preaching of 
the word alone is not enough. We need divine as-
sistance, heaven sent assistance.  
 
2. This Gospel comes in the power of the Holy Spirit 
The word ‘power’ here is the Greek word from which 
we get our English word dynamite. Most people 
have heard of the Nobel Peace prize. Ironically Mr 
Nobel was the inventor of dynamite and ballistite 
which was used in mining but also used in the arma-
ments industry.  Unlike explosive dynamite which is 
destructive, this gospel is spiritual dynamite and is 
constructive. Notice the contrast between Paul’s use 
of the word power and the so called tele-evangelists. 
Today we live in a church age that is full of talk about 
power, power evangelism, power ministry, power 
preaching. The emphasis is on the power in the men 
or women who call themselves power evangelists. 
In this sense Paul was not powerful in himself. The 
power was in the gospel.

The gospel itself is the power of God. The apostle 
says elsewhere that ‘the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation’ (Rom1:16).  It is dynamite. This pow-
erful dynamite had not only changed the apostle. It 
had also had a huge effect upon the people at Thes-
salonica, to the extent that ‘they turned from idols 
to serve the living and true God’ (I Thess. 1:9).  Why 
is the gospel accompanied with power? Partially be-
cause of the subject of the gospel who is Christ and 
Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2). However, another reason 
is because of the presence of the Holy Spirit. He is 
the third person of Godhead.  He is not a power, but 
‘He’ is personal and brings the word in power. He 
clothes the word with power. This gospel came ‘not 
in word only but in power of the Holy Ghost’ (v.5). Ef-
fective gospel preaching is always accompanied with 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

You may wonder at this. You may ask how the Spirit 
does this. The Lord Jesus uses the wind as an illustra-
tion of the work and effect of the Holy Spirit. The 
wind blows ‘where it listeth’ (Jn. 3:8). The Spirit of 

God works on whomever He chooses. Now no one 
can see the wind. We see and hear the effect of the 
wind but cannot see the wind itself. 

It is similar with the Holy Spirit. We do not see him. 
He goes where he is sent. However we can see his 
effects. We are not aware of him. Now every case 
is different but generally speaking there are certain 
common features when he is at work. We may not 
see the initial stirrings of the heart. We may not be 
conscious of him working on the hearts of young 
children or adults. How does it begin?

It starts with a visit. The divine Holy Spirit visits the 
soul.  He awakens the heart, enlivens the mind and 
applies the truth to the conscience.  He regenerates 
the soul under the sound of the Word. When the 
gospel of Christ is preached the Holy Spirit comes in 
power. He convicts of sin, of judgment, and of the 
holiness of God. The sinner, under such conviction, 
begins to seek after God. The Holy Spirit softens the 
hearer to the drawing of God and He enlightens the 
sinner to his true position. Sinners see that they are 
undone due to their sinfulness of heart before a holy 
God, and that only Christ can save them and pardon 
them of all their sin. 

If the Spirit is absent then these effects do not oc-
cur. However, if the Spirit of God is present in apply-
ing the word, he also will elevate Christ and bring 
the sinner to repent and believe in Christ. This great 
divine work will bear fruit in the conversion of the 
person to Christ. 

3. This Gospel comes with much Assurance  
There is one more truth from our text. There is no 
doubt in Paul’s mind of the effect of the gospel on 
sinners. It comes in power and much assurance. The 
word here in Greek could be translated ‘entirely con-
fident’.  How can Paul be so confident? He has seen 
first-hand the transforming power of the gospel in 
himself and in the lives of the believers at Thessa-
lonica.  We read (v. 4) that they were chosen by God. 
They have been converted from paganism to Christ, 
‘from idols to serve the living God’ (1:9). What a 
transformation. Paul rejoices at the effect of the gos-
pel in Thessalonica. The believers had left their false 
gods and embraced the Lord Jesus as their Saviour
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Their faith in Christ had been an example to many 
(1 Thess. 1:7-8). 

Perhaps this has particular application to us today. 
Do we still have confidence in the gospel of God? 
Do we have confidence that the preaching of the 
plain, undiluted, and unadulterated gospel still saves 
souls? Do we tell sinners the old, old story, of Je-
sus and His love? Do we pray that God would open 
blind eyes, unstop deaf ears, and soften hard hearts 
through the preaching of the gospel.  Perhaps we 
need to pray for a return to Spirit anointed empow-
ered preaching. 
 
Conclusion 
Friends, we must have faith in God’s ordained way of 
building His church through the frail instruments of 
preachers and through the apparently weak method 
of preaching. Some may want something new and 
innovative. However, Scripture demonstrates and 
church history confirms that this is the way God has 
always worked and always blessed. 

Preliminary Notice

PTS 125th 
Anniversary Service

Kensit Evangelical Church
Finchley

Saturday 24 May 2013

2:30pm

Speaker: Rev. David Samuel
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BIBLE LESSON   •   ACTIVITIES   •   MEMORY VERSE

God’s Special Gift

If you have received this great gift then give thanks 
to God for such a kind, loving and gracious gift.

Look up the story of Jesus birth in Matthew chapter 
1 and in Luke chapter 2 to help you answer the ques-
tions below.

1. What name was to be given to the child born to 
Mary? _ _ _ _ _.

2. What does the name Jesus mean?

H _    s _ _ _ _    s _ _ _    h _ _    p _ _ _ _ _    f _ _ _     
t _ _ _ _   s _ _ _. 

3. In what city was Jesus born _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _?

4. Mary laid her new born baby in a m _ _ _ _ _.
 
5. Find the missing words from the angel’s message 
to the shepherds, then memorize the verse.

‘F _ _ _  not: for, behold, I bring you _ _ _ _ tidings 
of great _ _ _  which shall be to all p _ _ _ _ _. For 
unto you is born this _ _ _ in the city of David a 
S _ _ _ _ _ _ which is Christ the  _ _ _ _.’

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just around the 
corner. Maybe already you are writing lists of the 
things you would like to get. What is the best pre-
sent you could hope for? How do you value a pre-
sent? How do you decide which present is the best? 
Maybe we judge the best present by what it cost, or 
by its value. Perhaps we decide by how useful it is or 
from the benefit we get from it.

God has given us many gifts. The Bible says that eve-
ry good and perfect gift comes from our heavenly 
Father. But above all other gifts that God has given 
us, one gift stands apart. It is God’s special gift to us 
– the gift of his only begotten Son. 

In what is probably the best known verse of the Bi-
ble, we read; ‘For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son...’ (John 3:16). The Bible 
also tells us that this was how God showed us his 
love – by sending his only begotten Son into the 
world to be a sacrifice for our sins, that we might 
have eternal life through him.

This gift is so wonderful, so unique that there is no 
other gift that can compare with it. This is God’s spe-
cial gift to the world, to you.

The Apostle Paul spoke of this gift as, ‘God’s inde-
scribable gift’ (2 Cor. 9:15). 

God willingly gave his Son. He knew the cost involved, 
and yet He sent his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus was born 
as a child for the salvation of the world.  God gave him 
to suffer and die on the cross  to bear the punishment 
for our sins so that we might receive forgiveness and 
eternal life through faith in Jesus. Since God gave so 
much – his only begotten Son for me – then we must 
ask ourselves, what should I give Him?

Like all gifts, this gift must be received. You need to 
receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour that you might 
have eternal life.
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The Doctrine of the 39 Articles
Rev Edward Malcom, a member of PTS Council, outlines the Doctrine 

of the 39 Articles of Religion of the Church of England

In a previous article we considered something of the 
history of the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion of the 
Church of England. They are without doubt a prod-
uct of the Protestant Reformation. They embody the 
position taken by our Reformers on various points 
of doctrine and Church order through the study of 
the Bible. They are a Reformation formulary, and all 
Protestants, of whatever denomination, ought to be 
able to agree to the majority. We ought also to be 
able to accept that, although we may wish to dissent 
from some of them, we do not deny their essentially 
Reformed character, nor the submission of all these 
matters to Scripture.

What, then, is the doctrine of the Church of England, 
as taught in the Thirty-nine Articles?

There is no hope of going into detail in such a short 
space. To learn more consult W H Griffith Thomas, 
The Principles of Theology (obtainable from the PTS 
bookshop). Many older books may also be obtained 
second-hand, of which the best is Bishop Beveridge, 
The Doctrine of the Church of England Consonant to 
Scripture, Reason and Fathers, which is also available 
online.

Griffith Thomas divides the Articles into four 
main groups. Articles I-V deal with the substance 
of faith; Articles VI-VIII, the rule of faith; Articles 
IX-XVIII, the life of faith; and Articles XIX-XXXIX, 
the household of faith. Readers would do well to 
have a copy of the Thirty-nine Articles to hand, 
and these can be found at the back of the Book 
of Common Prayer, or they can be read online at 
www.cofec.org/39Articles.htm.

1. The Substance of Faith, Articles I-V
These Articles are concerned with the doctrines of 
the Trinity, the Son of God, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Article I guards against various errors, such as athe-
ism, tritheism, pantheism, polytheism, anthropo-

morphism, Arianism, Sabellianism and Socinianism. 
Article II guards against Arianism, Apollinarianism, 
Nestorianism, Eutychianism and Socinianism.

Article III, and the related clause in the Apostles’ 
Creed, concerning Christ’s descent into hell, says 
no more or less than Scripture on the subject: for 
example, Acts 2:25-31. In that the Article is includ-
ed, we are required to identify Jesus Christ, in his 
full humanity, with the one foretold by David in 
Psalm 16. This helps to guard against errors about 
Christ’s full humanity.

Article IV condemns those who deny the physical 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, a common liberal error 
today, while the fifth Article, which affirms the Trini-
tarian status of God the Holy Spirit, guards against 
Arianism.

2. The Rule of Faith, Articles VI-VIII
These Ar ticles, dealing with the suf f icien-
cy of Holy Scripture, the Old Testament, 
and the Three Creeds, af f irm the canonical 
Scriptures against Rome’s inclusion of the 
Apocrypha, and the vital importance of the 
writ ten revelation, against an opinion held 
among some Swiss Reformers which placed 
undue emphasis on feelings and the role of 
conscience. By upholding the continued im-
por tance of the Old Testament for the Chris-
tian Church, the seventh Ar ticle condemns 
both antinomianism and Marcionism. How 
many churches today operate as practical 
Marcionites? When is the Old Testament 
read, let alone preached from? Ar ticle VIII 
condemns the Anabaptist tendency to be-
lit tle the ancient standards of the Catholic 
Church – Catholic in the true sense, as being 
the Church which followed Christ and his 
Apostles, prior to the rise of medieval error 
and superstition.
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of the people, particularly Latin. Article XXV is very 
important, since it sets out the Reformed doctrine 
of the Sacraments. In particular it condemns both 
Rome’s additional ‘sacraments’, and her corrup-
tion of the two Christian sacraments, as well as low 
views of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and high 
views which teach the accrual of benefit on some 
ground other than the true one, namely a right re-
ception (that is, by faith). Article XXVI condemns 
the extremes of Rome’s plea that ordination ‘sancti-
fied’ unholy behaviour, and that personal unholiness 
rendered ineffectual the whole of a man’s ministry. 
Article XXVII affirms the scriptural nature of infant 
baptism, and condemns both low views of it as noth-
ing more than a distinguishing mark of Christian pro-
fession, and the ex opere operato doctrine that all 
the baptized receive the benefits regardless of faith 
and regeneration. Article XXVIII does the same for 
the Lord’s Supper, condemning transubstantiation, 
the ‘bare commemoration’ views known as Zwing-
lianism, and the Romish practices of reservation, 
adoration, elevation and procession of the ‘host’. Ar-
ticle XXIX adds the condemnation of teaching, such 
as that of Rome and the Lutherans, that a mere re-
ception of the elements is a right reception. Article 
XXX condemns Rome’s denial of the cup to the laity. 
Article XXXI condemns the central error of the mass, 
that Christ can be offered again for sin. Article XXXII 
affirms the biblical teaching that ministers may law-
fully marry. Article XXXIII condemns Rome’s teaching 
on the necessity for uniformity in all countries with 
regard to doctrine, ceremony and discipline, against 
the Reformers’ teaching of the liberty of every na-
tional Church to work out its own position under 
Scripture. Article XXXV, of the Homilies, affirms the 
place of preaching, against Rome’s practice of mak-
ing the sacraments the central means of salvation. 
Article XXXVI condemns both Rome’s objections to 
the Ordinal (the ordination services of the Reformed 
Church of England), and those of the Puritans (who 
objected to certain phrases and alleged supersti-
tions). Article XXXVII condemns Rome’s belief in pa-
pal supremacy, the Erastian belief in the supremacy 
of civil powers, and the Puritan insistence on the 
separation of Church and State. The Anabaptists 
shared this last view. Article XXXVIII condemns the 
Anabaptist error which can be described as ‘commu-
nism’. 

3. The Life of Faith, Articles IX-XVIII
This long section deals with original sin, free will, 
good works, justification by faith, the sinlessness 
of Christ, and predestination and election, as well 
as other, important, matters.  Pelagiansim is con-
demned in Article XIX; hyper-Calvinism and Armini-
anism in Article X; Rome’s errors regarding infused 
or inherent righteousness in Article XI, as well as the 
error which mixes faith with good works as being 
necessary for justification; the denial of the neces-
sity of good works in those who have been justified 
in Article XII; Rome and various earlier authors who 
taught that we prepare ourselves for grace by good 
works in Article XIII; the ‘treasury of merit’ in Article 
XIV; all suggestions either of sin or error in Christ, 
of moral merit in the saints and martyrs, and of sin-
less perfection in anyone are condemned in Article 
XV; heresies regarding sin after baptism, and ideas of 
sinless perfection in Article XVI; hyper-Calvinism and 
Arminianism again in Article XVII (regarding predes-
tination and election); and Latitudinarianism (and its 
modern disciples of the interfaith school today) in 
Article XVIII.

This group of Articles, perhaps more than any other, 
betrays the truly Reformed, Calvinistic nature of the 
Church of England’s doctrine.

4. The Household of Faith, Articles XIX-XXXIX
The remaining Articles deal with the doctrine of the 
Church, the Sacraments, discipline and order. 

Articles XIX, of the Church, condemns both Rome’s 
doctrine of ecclesiastical infallibility, and that atti-
tude which ‘unchurches’ non-episcopal Churches. 
Article XX affirms, against some Puritans, the le-
gitimate authority of the Church, and against the 
Roman Catholics, the exaggeration of ecclesiasti-
cal authority. Article XXI both limits the power of 
Councils which have sought to exceed Scriptural 
authority, the Pope who arrogates to himself the 
sole authority to summon Councils, and the in-
fallibility of Councils. Article XXII affirms the or-
der of the ordained ministry against a belief that 
the priesthood of all believers grants authority 
to every church member to preach or administer 
the sacraments, regardless of calling. Article XXIV 
condemns services in a language not understood 
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The final Article condemns the refusal of the Ana-
baptists, and later the Quakers, to swear oaths in the 
mistaken belief that to do so contravenes Matthew 
5:33ff and James 5:12.

How useful are the Thirty-nine Articles? The infor-
mation given above may lead some to conclude that 
they are very negative; they are not, for they are 
mostly couched in positive terms. However, the posi-
tive terms are aimed at the errors outlined above. 
These errors are, for the most part, still with us. The 
Articles are therefore still needed. It is true that the 
Church of England has, in practice, abandoned her 
Articles, as she has the Homilies, and the Book of 
Common Prayer and the Ordinal. And all this, along-

side the abandonment of Scripture.  However, the 
value of the Articles lies in their guiding purpose. 
They show us the direction taken by the Reformers, 
not by an arbitrary act of free will, but as they saw in 
the Word of God. Yes, the Puritans are among those 
who are condemned in certain Articles; not their 
doctrine, but aspects of their practice. The major 
target is Rome and her superstitions. The second tar-
get is the Anabaptists and their threat to the peace 
of the body of Christ. Many similar threats remain 
today. A return to the doctrine of the Thirty-nine Ar-
ticles would assist the Church of England greatly. A 
good starting-point would be the self-education of 
members of the Church of England in their spiritual 
heritage.

Time Travellers’ Club Booklets

Special Offer
These very professionally produced 16 page, A4 booklets are a 
wonderful way to introduce children of upper primary school age 

to some of the heros of the Christian faith. Ideal for Sunday Schools, 
Home Schooling, Children’s Clubs, prizes.

•	 John	Wycliffe			
•	 John	Newton			
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

November

Friday 1st 
Wattisham Strict Baptist,
Chapel Deputation 7:30pm, GM

Sunday 3rd  
Wattisham Strict Baptist Chapel, Suf-
folk, 10:45am & 6pm, GM

Saturday 9th
Albert Road Orange Hall, Carrickfergus, 
7:30pm, Lecture on Martin Luther, DP

Sunday 10th 
Barton Mills Baptist, (Suffolk) 3pm & 
6.30pm, GM
Dunmurry LOL Remembrance Service, 
3:00pm, DP

Wednesday 13th
Newtownards Free Pres. Church, 
8:00pm, DP
Fole Reformed Chapel, Staffordshire, 
6:30pm, SH

Friday 15th
PTS Prayer Mtg, Portadown, 8:00pm, 
DP

Sunday 17th 
Grace Reformed Church Handley Street 
Sheffield 3pm, GM

Tuesday 19th 
Friston Baptist Chapel, Suffolk, 7:30pm, 
GM
Tandragee Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, 
DP

Wednesday 20th
Westgate Chapel, Bury St Edmunds 
Deputation, GM
Loughbrickland Reformed Pres. Church, 
8:00pm, DP

Sunday 24th 
Lords Hill Baptist Snailbeach, (Shrop-
shire) 11am & 6pm, GM
Carrickfergus Free Pres. Church, 
11:30am & 7:00pm, DP

Tuesday 26th
Templepatrick Reformed Church, 
8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 27th
Portavogie Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, 
DP

December

Sunday 1st 
Dales Evangelical Church, (Arc Com-
munity Centre) Matlock 11:00am & 
6pm, GM
Portrush Baptist Church, 11:00am & 
7:00pm, DP

Monday 2nd
Lisburn Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 4th
Lisburn Baptist Bright Hour, 2:30pm, DP

Sunday 8th 
Walsham le Willows Congregational, 
(Suffolk) 11:00am & 6:30pm, GM
Tandragee Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Sunday 15th 
Westoning Baptist Church, 
(Beds)10:30am & 6pm, GM
Tandragee Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Sunday 22nd 
Evington Baptist Chapel (Leicester) 
11:00am & 6:00pm, GM
Tandragee Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Sunday 29th 
Providence Baptist Chapel, (Lr. Gornal 
West Mids) 10:30am & 6:00pm, GM
Tandragee Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(Currently relocating-
church membership)

‘Brethren, pray for us’
(1 Thessalonians 5:25)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member East Leake 
Evangelical Church)

Rev. Alisdair 
MacLeod-Mair

Scotland
(Member, Presbytery of 

Glasgow)
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Boston exhorted his people of their need of Christ. 
He further pleaded with them regarding the impor-
tance of family worship and to the need for secret 
prayer. Indeed, within a short space of time at Sim-
prin he was able to report that every home in the 
parish now engaged in family worship.  

On Mondays Boston endeavoured to keep his heart 
in a heavenly disposition by spending the morning in 
private prayer and then in catechizing.  In the after-
noon he visited the sick and the evening was spent 
in his study.  He worked tirelessly.  He was doing this 
for a parish of 88 souls and where many another 
man might have skimped his preparation, he gave his 
handful his very best.  The whole period when he was 
at Simprin was a time of great heart-searching. His 
conscience was extremely tender.  He tells us that he 
was rebuked by God - or he felt rebuked by God - over 
a period of days for having been engaged in worldly 
conversations prior to the mid-week service.  He also 
held that unedifying conversation among ministers 
and among others is the one great cause of unsuc-
cessfulness of the Gospel.  That is most interesting!

Now, like other ministers who work in lonely iso-
lated situations, he was prone to periods of depres-
sion and dejection.  Yet, he continued working very, 
very hard – and was continually in prayer.  He had a 
consuming passion for hard work and study. He pos-
sessed an amazing memory and had a great grasp of 
the Scriptures.

When Boston was at Simprin, he preached for the 
first time on the subjects that would later become 
known and widely read throughout the world - his 
publication is still in print as The Human Nature in its 
Fourfold State. Indeed, the Lord blessed his faithful-
ness and his hard labour.  In the final weeks that he 
was in Simprin there was a great spiritual awakening 
and heavenly blessings.

Let me mention briefly his domestic and family life.  
In 1697, when on the point of leaving Kennet, he 
first met Catherine Brown of Barrhill in Culross.  The 
meeting was only momentary and Catherine was 
some two years the elder.  However, we may glean 
from his diary that it was a genuine instance of love 
at first sight: ‘Whenever I saw her’, says Boston, ‘a 
thought struck through my heart about her being my 
wife’ (Memoirs of Thomas Boston, BOT, p. xvii).  On 
17 July, 1700 they were married at Culross.  Boston 
says that he discerned the sparkles of grace in her.  
Boston tells us that what engaged him was her piety, 
her whole-being, her beauty and her cheerful dis-
position.  She was also a great help with his health 
problems. Catherine was the daughter of a physi-
cian who had practised at Culross, and her father 
had passed on to her a great deal of medical skill; 
and Boston was never a robust man. However, Cath-
erine, herself, struggled a great deal.  On the birth of 
their first baby girl (also named Catherine),  the joy 
of the birth was marred because the newborn child 
was disfigured by a double hair-lip. Six months later, 
little Catherine died.

In April, 1707 little Ebenezer was born - just a week 
prior to Boston’s new ministry at Ettrick.  When 
baby Ebenezer died four months later it was a grief 
hard to be borne!  Boston found it difficult to under-
stand this repeated dark providence. And if Thomas 
found the grief so acute, it is not hard to imagine 
how Catherine must have felt.  Catherine was very ill 
afterwards.  However, God upheld the grieving par-
ents, and Boston testified that in the day of distress 
the solemn covenant was sweet, and his heart was 
thankful to the Lord.

Now Catherine shortly after the death of Ebenezer 
suffered greatly from schizophrenia.  She was never 
right mentally for the rest of her life.  Boston had to 
continue nursing his wife.  He buried six of his ten 

PURITAN PROFILE
Thomas Boston 1676 - 1732 - Part II

by Rev. Derek Petrie
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children.  Can you imagine?  Rev. Kenneth Macrae 
of Stornoway tells us that in Boston’s troubles, God 
comforted him.

In 1707 he left Simprin for the parish where he was 
to remain for the rest of his life - with which he is 
mainly associated, that of Ettrick, in Selkirkshire. It 
was a much larger parish, but even more remote 
than Simprin.  Now, for a long time prayer and work 
seemed to be powerless in this parish.  Indeed, it was 
only the fact that he was absolutely sure of the call 
of God that upheld him against all the sea of troubles 
that he met with when he was at Ettrick.  The people 
were full of pride and self-assurance and these were 
the things that were the plague of Boston’s life.  The 
congregation at Ettrick had been for four years with-
out a pastor - and that had had its effect!  They were 
noisy and were inattentive during worship.  They had 
to be told off while he was preaching.  There was 
widespread immorality - cursing and swearing was 
common to all the people.  These are the things that 
burdened his heart and his mind.  

When one reads his diary, one can see how often he 
was downcast by the sins of the people. After eight 
years working in that situation he had a tremendous 
longing to be away from it.  However, the primary 
thing that kept him there was the thought of the sad 
plight of the people if he left.  Encouragingly, there 
was a change after about ten years and men and 
women began to know the power of the Holy Spirit 
in Boston’s preaching and in his ministry.

Now he began to receive calls from other churches.  
When the people of Ettrick became aware of this 
they began to realize that they had been greatly 
blessed in having this man as their minister.  When 
he received a call from a church in Dumfries-shire, 
the congregation appointed a congregational fast 
that he would stay with them, and that particular 
fast was the turning point in his ministry.  From then 
on he ministered with great authority and with great 
blessing.

Thomas Boston was forced to deal with certain con-
troversies.  This short article does not have space to 
elucidate on these important issues, but let me men-
tion them. 

Firstly, there was the Abjuration Oath. Secondly, 
when Professor Simson of Glasgow University was 
charged with heresy, the General Assembly took an 
incredibly lenient view of the matter.  This was in 
contrast with its later treatment of the Marrowmen.  
Boston was prepared to stand alone in the Assembly 
in order to protest and complain against the deci-
sion.  Simson was an Arminian and he denied the 
doctrine of the Trinity.  He denied the real nature 
of Christ’s humanity. Thirdly, there was the Marrow 
Controversy (1717 - 1723).  No one was more deeply 
involved in this than Boston. In brief, the ‘evangeli-
cals’ or ‘marrowmen’ sought to correct the legalistic 
tendency in Scottish preaching by emphasizing God’s 
free offer of grace and Christ’s meritorious work for 
the sinner.  Fourthly, there was the Auchterarder 
Creed. 

As the year 1732 arrived, it was clear that Thomas 
Boston’s  work was almost finished.  His sufferings 
were increasing. His strength was ebbing away.  And 
yet his testimony was that he had never in all his life 
spent a silent Sabbath through ill-health.  His last 
sermons to his people were preached from the win-
dow of the manse; he was in so much pain that he 
was not able to walk to his pulpit.  In great weak-
ness he lingered for a little, and on 20 May, 1732, a 
Saturday, the day he commonly rested from his du-
ties, he died, at the age of 56.  He was buried in the 
churchyard at Ettrick, and his grave, his memorial is 
still there.

Recommended Books 
by Thomas Boston

  ‘Memoirs of Thomas Boston’  
Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 1988        

‘Human Nature In Its Fourfold State’  
Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 1964

 ‘The Crook in the Lot’  
Soli Deo Gloria, Morgan, 2001
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Lectio Divina is Latin for ‘divine reading,’ ‘spiritual 
reading,’ or ‘holy reading’ and represents a method 
of prayer and scriptural reading intended to pro-
mote communion with God and provide special spir-
itual insights. The principles of lectio divina were ex-
pressed around the year 220 and later practized by 
Catholic monks, especially the monastic rules of Sts 
Pachomius, Augustine, Basil, and Benedict.

The practice of lectio divina is currently very popular 
among Catholics and Gnostics, and is gaining accept-
ance as an integral part of the devotional practices 
of the Emerging Church. Pope Benedict XVI said in a 
2005 speech, ‘I would like in particular to recall and 
recommend the ancient tradition of lectio divina: the 
diligent reading of Sacred Scripture accompanied by 
prayer brings about that intimate dialogue in which 
the person reading hears God who is speaking, and 
in praying, responds to him with trusting openness 
of heart.’

In this two part article, I will deal with this particular 
trend in evangelical Christianity today. By this I do 
not mean to imply that all in the evangelical world 
are in error. However, I wish to raise awareness of 
this disconcerting trend. Finally, I will show the dan-
gers as well as discover if there are any lessons that 
can be learned. 

There was a time when many evangelical Christians 
in this country knew the difference between that 
which is truth and that which is error. Indeed it was 
a given that Roman Catholicism is not another form 
of Christianity but a different religion. The Roman 
Catholic Church was not seen as another branch of 
the true church, but a false church.

At the outset, may I state categorically that in this 
article I am not seeking to attack individual Roman 

Catholics. I myself was once a devout Roman Catho-
lic and I understand the difficulty in discerning truth 
from error.

Sadly, some leading Evangelicals in the professing 
church have sided with Roman Catholics in two wa-
tershed documents. (The Christian Mission in the 
Third Millennium, 1994, ECT and The Gift   of Salva-
tion, ECT, 1997).  These documents further confuse 
the average church-goer on the issue of what is the 
church. Is the Roman Catholic Church now part of 
the true church. Alas ‘many Evangelicals have a poor 
grasp of the Gospel, biblical doctrine, and church 
history, they leave themselves vulnerable to Roman 
Catholicism’ ( Richard Bennett, The False Ecumenism 
of the Present Day, Berean Beacon, 2006, p1).

With the dilution of doctrine there is a diminishing 
of distinctions. However, what has become apparent 
over the last few years is that a sizeable section of 
mainstream evangelical Christianity is confused in 
areas of spirituality. In western society there is an 
attraction to ‘New Age’ spirituality which is vague 
and ill defined. Sadly, teachers in the evangelical 
world confuse this spirituality with biblical spiritual-
ity. Indeed, Richard Bennett suggests that there is 
a ‘catholic mind-set’ permeating evangelicalism 
(Richard Bennett: The Mindset of Catholicism Perme-
ating Evangelicalism, 2006). There are many areas in 
which this is apparent. The one area I want to focus 
on is in undermining biblical spirituality. However, 
you would expect that those who hold to Reformed 
doctrine would be different. John Calvin defined bib-
lical piety as ’reverence joined with the love of God 
which is induced by the knowledge of his benefits’ 
(Calvin, Institutes, Book 1 chapter 2 section 1 p.39).

Our forebears could easily discern between Roman 
Catholic and biblical teaching in many areas.  How-

‘Lectio Divina’ 
A Critical consideration by Rev. Gearoid Marley

(PTS Wickliffe Preacher – East of England)
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ever it seems that this clarity of thinking is not as 
common now even in the area of prayer and scrip-
tural meditation. 

Now the Bible teaches that true prayer is Trinitarian. 
We pray to the Father through the Son by the Spirit. 
How does this work out? A good place to start is the 
prayer Christ taught His disciples. This is otherwise 
known as the Lord’s Prayer. The grand source of truth 
on which we can enrich our prayers is Scripture.   

There is a growing movement today to incorpo-
rate Roman Catholic spirituality and prayer into the 
mainstream evangelical church. It began a few years 
ago with the Taize movement in France. Some Char-
ismatic’s have imbibed this Taize mentality. However, 
the true Bible believing Christian church has by and 
large steered clear of this.  There is a growing move-
ment now to introduce contemplative mystical spir-
ituality into the evangelical church. This is called spir-
itual formation. Spiritual formation is a movement 
that is providing a platform and a channel through 
which contemplative prayer is entering the church. 
Contemplative spirituality is the heartbeat of the 
spiritual formation movement. Surprisingly, this is 
also affecting biblical Christianity. It is being intro-
duced in the form of contemplative prayer. One area 
of contemplative prayer which also incorporates the 
Bible is a practice called lectio divina.  

This subject, lectio divina, may be new to you. In-
deed, the two Latin words demonstrate that this is 
not found in scripture. The two words are Latin for 
‘divine reading’. This spiritual exercise can be used 
privately or in groups. 

There are two types of lectio divina - monastic and 
scholastic. The monastic type apparently began in 
the desert among the monks of the fourth  and  fifth  
centuries. The main practitioner was an Eastern de-
sert mystic called John Cassian.  

By the fifth century in the time of St Benedict (A.D. 
480-453) lectio divina was in regular practice in the 
Catholic church. This monastic form of lectio divina 
etc. was quite loose and did not follow a rigid pattern. 
The second type is the scholastic, formulated by a 
Carthusian monk Guigo de Castro in the twelfth 

century. This formula became quite popular in the 
Middle Ages and is the common form in use today. 
It involves various steps which form a concentric 
pattern. The steps are lectio (reading); meditatio 
(meditate, reflect); oratio  (say out loud, respond); 
contemplatio  (think upon it, ruminate on it); Quies 
quietis (rest). This could be summarized as read, re-
flect, respond, rest.   

According to the website of one religious order, lec-
tio divina  (divine reading) describes a way of reading 
the Scriptures whereby, ‘we gradually let go of our 
own agenda and open ourselves to what God wants 
to say to us’ (http://ocarm.org/en/content/lectio/
what-lectio-divina).  

Note that the meditation here is not the same as 
biblical meditation. In Psalm 1 the psalmist says that 
the godly man’s delight is ‘in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night.’ (Ps 
1:2). This biblical mediation is not to be confused 
with contemplative prayer: in a way, contemplative 
prayer is undergirded with eastern mysticism, involv-
ing a practice called ‘centring prayer’. 

Centring prayer is preferred by its practitioners, 
‘since it uses various devices to leave vocal prayer 
behind and “centre” on God in a changed conscious-
ness’ (Yungen,  A Time of Departing: How a Univer-
sal Spirituality is Changing the Face of Christianity, 
2005).  Centring prayer involves an emptying of self 
and becoming open to what the practitioners under-
stand as the inner voice. This centring prayer is de-
scribed as ‘breathe prayer’ or ‘spirit prayer’. The key 
criteria for success of lectio divina is that you must 
empty your mind.
 
However biblical meditation is not emptying our 
minds or waiting for some inner voice. It is filling our 
minds with God’s precious word. As we think upon 
and meditate on the truths of Scripture we can grow 
in grace and in knowledge and understanding of the 
Lord himself, as well as His plans and purposes for 
His church and our lives. 

To sum up, we have noted that ‘lectio divina’ has its 
roots in Eastern mysticism. We have uncovered the 
centrality of contemplative spirituality which is seen 
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in centring prayer, and have exposed the differences 
between lectio davina and true biblical meditation.

In our next article we will discover how one well 
known author is influencing modern evangelicals in 

this area, as well as noting some of the leaders of 
evangelicalism who have imbibed this type of spir-
ituality. Finally we will consider how we ought to be  
meditating upon the Word of God, something which 
is little known in the evangelical world today.

To be continued in the next edition.

‘Titles of the Promised Christ’
A Devotional Mediation on Isaiah 9:6  - by the Editor

Introduction:
The verses before Isaiah 9:6 paint a picture of dis-
tress and oppression. The people are described as 
walking in darkness (v. 2). Into this darkness, God 
brings hope. A light will shine upon the darkness 
and the burden under which they live will be broken 
by the power of God. This of course, in the immedi-
ate context, has an application to the the nation of 
Israel at the time, but it is also prophetic of the com-
ing of Christ and deliverance from the darkness, ter-
ror and burden of sin. It points to God’s Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the One who will be born of the virgin and 
save his people from their sins.

This promised Deliverer is here given various titles 
that point to who he is and what he will do. He is the;

1. Wonderful, Counsellor (Wonderful Counsellor)
The title ‘Wonderful Counsellor’ can be understood 
as two separate names or combined as one. It de-
pends on a small mark in the Hebrew language. The 
Hebrew word here translated wonderful, is an ad-
jective, a description of a person or thing. ‘In the 
Old Testament it refers to things that are unusual, 
beyond human capabilities, and as such awakens as-
tonishment’ (Theological Wordbook of the Old Tes-
tament). 

This child who would be born was to be called ‘Won-
derful Counsellor.’ This title points to His divinity (cf. 
Judges 13:18).

Jesus is the good Counsellor because he is God. He 
speaks in the spirit and wisdom of the Divine. Later 
in the same prophecy we read concerning Christ,

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; And 
shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove  with 
equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips shall he slay the wicked  (Isaiah 11:1-4).

Absolutely the best counsel originates with God, be-
cause ‘The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 
plans of His heart to all generations’ (Psalm 33:11). 
This psalm is also Messianic, it is speaking of Christ.  
God’s Word may be rejected by many as unfashion-
able, but his Word alone is truth. Jesus said, ‘I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me’ (John 14:6).

It is precisely this ‘wonderful counsel’ which Jesus 
claimed for His teaching. He stated that a greater 
than Solomon is here. He spoke of the Spirit who 
would continue His work by teaching the things of 
Christ as ‘Another Counsellor.’ He claimed that no 
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal Him.
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The question is, do we recognize the amazing wis-
dom and divine authority of the teaching of the 
Christ of God? In the child of Bethlehem are ‘hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge’ (Col. 2:2). 
Have you heard Him speak to your heart. 

2. Mighty God
His name is also ‘Mighty God’. This title includes the 
Hebrew word  ‘El’, one of the names derived from 
the idea of strength and power, used in association 
with many other compounds; here it is used with 
‘Gibbor’ (Mighty). This Christ born to the manger is 
none other than the Mighty God! 

In other places this title is used of the first person of 
the Trinity, ‘For the LORD your God is God of gods, 
and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty [gibbor], and 
a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward’ (Deut.10:17).

‘Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: for the LORD 
thy God is among you, a mighty [gadol] God and ter-
rible’ (Deut. 7:21).

In Isaiah’s prophecy it is attributed to Christ, because 
in Christ ‘dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily’ (Col.2:9).

Have you encountered the Mighty God in His power 
to forgive your sins, in His power and strength to see 
you through all your trials and every time of trouble 
that you may face? 

3. Everlasting Father
The child was named everlasting Father. This in it-
self is startling. To the Son is attributed fatherhood, 
and that endlessly!! He is called everlasting Father, 
because he is the author of everlasting life. Were 
it not for Christ, we would not have life. Christ in 
eternity covenanted to take our flesh to suffer and 
die for us in order that we might be reconciled to 
God and enjoy Him as His sons and daughters for 
all eternity. 

He is also called everlasting Father, because of His 
fatherly love for us. He comes that we might be His 
children, the objects of His covenant love and care 
eternally. He will take us under His wing, bring us 

comfort, give us guidance and provide for all of our needs.

4. Prince of Peace: 
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He is the true peace-
giver.  He is the only One who truly gives peace — a 
peace, not of man, but a peace with God — a peace 
that involves the removal of our sins, a peace that in-
volves our standing with God, being forgiven of God, 
and being made right with God.

Even as believers we do not have peace of ourselves.  
Sin dwells within us and, apart from the grace of God 
sustaining us moment by moment, we too can expe-
rience unrest. Yet Christ comes not only to give us 
peace with God, but also to bring the peace of God 
to our hearts in every situation. 

Is your heart troubled or sad as Christmas approach-
es because of illness or bereavement? Jesus is the 
‘Prince of peace’ and promises to give you his peace 
now and always. Come to him, look to him, depend 
upon him, hide in him and he will give you peace!

Conclusion
John Calvin summarizes forcefully the divinity of 
these titles when he says:

let us recall to remembrance that Christ is called ‘Won-
derful’ because he has inconceivable methods of assist-
ing us and because his power is far beyond what we are 
able to conceive. When we need counsel, let us remem-
ber that he is the ‘Counsellor.’ When we need strength 
let us remember that he is Mighty and strong. When 
new terrors spring up suddenly every instant and when 
many deaths threaten us from various quarters, let us 
rely on that eternity of which he is with good reason 
called the father and by the same comfort let us learn 
to soothe all temporal distresses. When we are inwardly 
tossed by various tempests, and when Satan attempts 
to disturb our consciences, let us remember that Christ 
is the Prince of peace and that it is easy for him to 
quickly allay all our uneasy feelings. Thus will these ti-
tles confirm us more and more in the faith of Christ and 
justify us against Satan and against hell itself. (Calvin’s 
Commentaries: Isaiah, Vol.1, Eerdmans, 1948). 

As Christmas approaches let us, as we celebrate the 
birth of the Child who is called the Christ, see him 
and worship Him for who he really is!
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Contentment, Prosperity and 
God’s Glory

Jeremiah Burroughs 
edited by Phillip L. Simpson
paperback 119pp.
RHB

‘A contented mind is a continual feast’. The well 
penned title of Jeremiah Burroughs treatise on 
Christian contentment, The Rare Jewel of Christian 
Contentment, only confirms how few of us truly en-
joy ‘a continual feast’. It’s difficult to imagine in our 
western society with so much technology and pros-
perity how any of us could be in a state of discon-
tentment.  How then?  Those of us who have expe-
rienced the free grace of Christ in salvation, do we 
often find ourselves discontented? Can we, like the 
apostle Paul learn, ‘in whatsoever state I am, there-
with to be content’ (Phil.4:11)?

This short paperback seeks to answer these ques-
tions, and others,  for us.  The book originally ap-
peared as an appendix to Jeremiah Burroughs, The 
Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment. This book has 
been very well edited and brought into modern 
language by the author Phillip Simpson, making it 
available to a much wider audience.  The author has 
managed to maintain the central themes and mes-
sage of the original work in a very readable format.

The subject of contentment is introduced through the 
quotation in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church at 
Philippi, ‘I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, there-
with to be content. I know both how to be abased, and 
I know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I 
am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need’ (Phil. 4:11, 12). The author 
highlights for us the initial hindrances in Paul’s own min-
istry, eventually resulting in him and Silas ending up in 
prison. Yet they were not disheartened by this lack of 
success, rather learning to be content in whatsoever 
state they are.  In other words we are encouraged to be 
full with the very clear directive that a Christian is taught 
by God to know how to be contented.

BOOK REVIEW           

The book moves on to teach us what learning to be 
full means.  It encourages us to realize that in fact 
everything that we have comes from God and that 
we are entirely dependent upon his grace and mercy 
for all our provision and any abundance we may pos-
sess.  The third chapter then deals with the difficulty 
of learning to be full, while the fourth chapter chal-
lenges us with the necessity of learning how to glo-
rify God in a prosperous condition.  The danger of 
abusing God’s mercy and placing all our hopes in this 
world is clearly taught.

The subject of the mystery of learning to be con-
tented is dealt with next.  The author encourages 
us to look further and seeks to show us how to be 
contented in a spiritual way, rather like godliness.  A 
godly man’s heart goes further than natural wisdom 
is able to teach.  The mystery is in the working of the 
Holy Spirit and we are given practical guidelines in 
order to be receptive to the work and teachings of 
the Holy Spirit.

There is much to be learned from this short book.  
There are many lessons to be taken away, and the 
principles are clearly stated and backed up by scrip-
ture.  It encourages us to ask questions of our own 
perspectives and attitudes towards contentment.  To 
get the most from this book it should be read slow-
ly and thoughtfully, and we should allow ourselves 
time to ponder and meditate on the many truths 
contained in it. It will bring you continually to the re-
alization of God’s grace and His goodness to us in all 
that we have and are!

by Gareth Patterson
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In the March/April issue of Protestant Truth I wrote 
about the importance of reading Scripture in public 
worship. However, as believers we should read the 
Bible at home and not only as we gather in our con-
gregations.
 
On the 24 August, 1647, the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland in its 10th Session issued 
directions ‘concerning the secret and private wor-
ship, and mutual edification; for cherishing piety, for 
maintaining unity, and avoiding schism and division.’ 
The General Assembly commended that individuals 
should pray and meditate ‘apart, and by themselves’. 
The head of the family, as well as ensuring that indi-
viduals are carrying out these spiritual exercises, are 
to call the family together for worship.
 
The head of the family is to pray, especially remem-
bering the Kirk, the kingdom, and the needs of every 
member of the family. The Scriptures are to be read, 
but as the General Assembly believed the interpret-
ing of the Bible belonged to the ministerial office, 
none should take this duty upon themselves. How-
ever, in order to benefit from the reading of Scrip-
ture, the family is to consider whether the passage 
reproves any sin, warns of a judgment, requires any 
duty, and holds forth comfort in a promise.
 
Today some heads of family may feel nervous in 
leading worship in the home. There are many helps 
and aids available. Henry Law (1797 - 1884) wrote 
Family Prayers for Four Weeks which is still available 
in paperback and kindle versions. The Valley of Vi-
sion: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions is 
published by the Banner of Truth.
 
There are many Scripture reading plans which can be 
used in family worship. One of the better known is 
that of Robert Murray McCheyne of Dundee. Follow-

ing this plan will result in the Old Testament being 

ing this plan will result in the Old Testament being 
read in a year, and the New Testament and Book of 
Psalms read twice in a year. Each day is assigned four 
chapters. In the morning one chapter can be read by 
the individual in secret and another read as a family. 
Two more chapters can be read in the evening. Or 
devotional commentaries could be used. J. C. Ryle 
wrote his Expository Thoughts on the Gospels ‘in 
the first place’ with ‘the hope that the work may be 
found suitable for use at family prayers’.  Law also 
wrote, Daily Prayer and Praise, a two volume com-
mentary on the Book of Psalms, ‘arranged for private 
and family use’.
 
Some years ago I stayed with a Free Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland family over a communion week-
end. Morning and evening the head of the house-
hold conducted family worship. We sang a Psalm, he 
read a chapter of Scripture and he led us in prayer. 
Typical Reformed family life, nothing unusual in 
that. The reason I mention this is because of the ad-
ditional teaching opportunity that was taken up af-
ter the evening meal. A chapter was read from the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, each of us around 
the table taking our turn to read a section. With the 
Confession having 33 chapters this could be read 
through in a month, with two shorter chapters be-
ing added to others of similar length. At breakfast 
it would be possible to read through the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms in a month by reading ten ques-
tions a day.
 
By worshipping as a family, God’s people will be edi-
fied and piety will be nourished and cherished. 

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
Rev Alisdair MacLeod-Mair on Family Worship
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