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New      
Beginnings

Editorial by Director of Ministry

A New Year has dawned marking a new beginning. 
What will 2013 hold for the world, the nation, the 
church, and for each of us as individuals? 

The Bible as the inspired and living Word of God 
speaks into this New Year with its ever timely 
message.

The Word of God opens with the declaration ‘in the 
beginning God...’ The Eternal God who spoke the 
world into being is the God who continues to ‘up-
hold all things by the Word of His power.’ As this 
New Year opens before us, we know that our Creator 
God, the Sovereign of the Universe, has ordained all 
things whatsoever comes to pass, after the counsel 
of His own will,  “And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhab-
itants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or 
say unto him, What doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35)

Our response must be one of humility and worship.

“Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabit-
ants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, 
and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast. 
The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to 
nought: he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. The counsel of the LORD standeth for 
ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations” 
(Psalm 33:8-11)

“Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever and 
ever: and blessed be thy glorious name, which is 
exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou, even 
thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and 

all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is 
therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host 
of heaven worshippeth thee.” (Neh.9:5-6)

Will things be better in our nation in 2013?  

We do not know what the future holds for our 
nation. However God calls us as His people to seek 
His face for the healing of our nation, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

We long for God to do a ‘new thing’ in our day 
and generation when sin abounds on every hand. 
As God’s people we know that our citizenship is in 
heaven, but we live as citizens of heaven in the king-
doms of this world. Yet, as we journey through 2013 
we do so ‘looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’, 
when all things will be made new, but until then 
we rest on His promise and trust in His faithfulness,

“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new eve-
ry morning: great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my 
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.”

May you know the blessing and presence of God in 
2013.
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The following three resolutions were agreed by the 
Annual General Meeting of the Protestant Truth 
Society held on Monday 12th November 2012

1. ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society, meeting at 184 Fleet Street, London, 
on Monday 12 November 2012, offers its congratu-
lations to the Right Reverend Justin Welby on his 
appointment to the office of Archbishop of Can-
terbury. It notes that the examination in articles of 
faith from the Consecration service in the Book of 
Common Prayer asks the bishop to affirm that:

• ‘the Holy Scriptures contain all Doctrine 
required as necessary for eternal salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ’, 
and he is therefore asked, ‘Will you’

• ‘instruct the people committed to your 
charge; and … teach or maintain nothing, as neces-
sary to eternal salvation, but that which you shall 
be persuaded may be concluded and proved by the 
same’;
• ‘faithfully exercise yourself in the Holy 
Scriptures, and call upon God by prayer for the true 
understanding of the same; so that you may be able 
by them to teach and exhort with wholesome Doc-
trine, and to withstand and convince the gainsayers’;
• be ‘ready, with all faithful diligence, to ban-
ish and drive away from the Church all erroneous 
and strange doctrine contrary to God’s Word; and 
both privately and openly to call upon and encour-
age others to the same’;
• ‘deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world; that you may show yourself in all things an 
example of good works unto others, that the adver-
sary may be ashamed, having nothing to say against 
you’;‘
•  ‘maintain and set forward, as much as shall 
lie in you quietness, love, and peace among all men; 

• 

and such as be unquiet, disobedient, and criminous,
within your diocese correct and punish, according to 
such authority as you have by God’s Word, and as 
to you shall be committed by the Ordinance of this 
Realm.’
• be ‘faithful in Ordaining, sending, or laying 
hands upon others’
• ‘show yourself gentle, and be merciful for 
Christ’s sake to poor and needy people, and to all 
strangers destitute of help.’
 
This meeting calls upon the new Archbishop to be 
diligent in adhering to these articles, and offers 
prayer for God’s grace that he would be strength-
ened so to do.

2. ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society reiterates its call to Her Majesty’s 
Government not to pass any legislation to allow 
“homosexual marriage”. We affirm the Biblical 
teaching that marriage can only be between one 
man and one woman, and that marriage is not a 
human invention for any nation to redefine, but a uni-
versal institution ordained by God. We call upon Her 
Majesty’s Government to do everything in its power 
to defend the uniqueness of heterosexual marriage.’
 
 
3. ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society desires to express its thankfulness to 
Almighty God for granting this nation such a Sover-
eign as Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, who has for 
the last sixty years faithfully and unstintingly served 
this nation, guided Prime Ministers and Ministers of 
State, and has inspired the people by her Christmas 
broadcasts. Long may she reign.’

Please pray for the Lord’s blessing to rest upon these 
reolutions as they are sent to the relevant parties.

AGM RESOLUTIONS 
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In the 
news

Gay marriage could be approved within weeks

David Cameron and Nick Clegg have report-
edly agreed to speed up legislation to allow gay 
marriage, meaning it could be approved in the
coming weeks.

The proposed change in the law is now expected to 
be voted on in Parliament in the New Year after the 
Prime Minister decided to rush it through. Downing 
Street said originally that same sex civil marriage 
would be introduced at some stage before the next 
General Election and there was no mention of the 
proposed legislation in the last Queen’s Speech.

But a senior source told the Daily Mail: “The Prime 
Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister have 
agreed to get on with it. “It was in danger of slipping 
beyond the General Election. “David Cameron’s 
view of this is ‘get it done and get it done quickly’. 
“If we are going to do this it’s better to make it hap-
pen rather than have it hanging. “If people want to 
commit to each other, he believes 
that’s a foundation of a stable society.”

Women-bishops Measure falls by six votes in 
House of Laity

THE draft Measure for the consecration of women 
bishops failed to achieve the necessary two-thirds 
majority in all three Houses of the General Synod, 
when the vote for final approval was taken after a 
protracted debate on Tuesday, just after 6.15 p.m.

Although it was carried in the House of Bishops by 
44 to 3, with two abstentions, and in the House of 
Clergy by 148 to 45, with no abstentions, it was lost 
in the House of Laity. Here, there were 132 votes in 
favour, 74 against, with no abstentions; the Measure 

thus fell by six votes. Across all three Houses, 72.6 
per cent of Synod members voted in favour of the 
legislation.

This result came despite strong support for the 
Measure from the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
his designated successor, the Bishop of Durham, 
the Rt Revd Justin Welby. During the debate, Dr 
Williams said that he had “no intention of trying to 
persuade those with the deepest convictions against 
the Measure to abstain”. He sought to defend the 
wording of the amended clause 5.1(c), saying that 
“the word ‘respect’ means that there is a legal 
requirement that the convictions of a minor-
ity should make a measurable difference.” He 
also asked Synod members to consider the mes-
sage that voting against the Measure would 
send to society: “A ‘no’ vote would not do any-
thing positive for our mission at this juncture.”

Bishop Welby’s intervention in the debate was 
received with long applause. “The ministry of women 
priests has been powerful in all areas of the Church, 
except as part of the episcopacy,” he said. “It is time 
to finish the job, and vote for this Measure.” It was
also necessary, Bishop Welby said, “to show how 
to develop the ministry of the Church in a way that 
demonstrates that we can manage diversity of views 
without division. Diversity in amity, not diversity in 
enmity.” The Measure before the Synod was “after 
much discussion with many people, as good as we 
are going to get”. Bishop Welby said that he was 
“personally deeply committed - and believe that 
fellow bishops are also - to ensuring as far as I am 
able, that what we promise today, and later in the 
code of conduct, is carried out faithfully in spirit 
as well as in letter”. “We cannot get trapped into 
believing that this is a zero-sum provi-
sion where one person’s gain must be an-
other’s loss. That is not a theology of grace.” 

The announcement of the result of the vote was 
received in silence, following synodical custom. 
Afterwards, Dr Williams could be seen embrac-
ing supporters of women bishops, some of 
whom were in tears. Other supporters, Bishop 
Broadbent among them, headed to the pub.
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Catholic Care, Leeds loses adoption case

A Roman Catholic adoption agency has been told it 
cannot turn away gay couples if it wants to keep its 
charitable status.
 
Catholic Care, run by the Diocese of Leeds, wanted 
its adoption service to be made exempt from equal-
ity laws. A judge has ruled the charity had failed to 
give convincing reasons why it should be allowed to 
do so. Catholic Care said it would consider its posi-
tion but could have to end the service as it would 
lose funding.

The charity - which has been placing children with 
adoptive parents for more than 100 years - was 
among 12 Catholic agencies in England and Wales 
forced to change their policy towards homosexual 
people due to equality laws passed in 2007. Others 
have since closed or cut their ties with the Church.
Catholic Care had tried to change its constitution 
so that it would be committed to following Catholic 
teaching and placing children only with heterosexual 
parents. The agency, which serves the dioceses of 
Leeds, Middlesbrough, and Hallam in South Yorkshire, 
had argued the Equality Act went against the Catho-
lic Church’s teachings on marriage and family life.

The latest, final ruling by a judge in the Upper T
ribunal, which is the equivalent of the High Court in 
the administrative justice system, follows rejections 
of the charity’s case in the High Court and by the 
Charity Commission and the Charity Tribunal. In its 
judgement, the tribunal said Catholic Care had not 
provided sufficient evidence that its funding would 
dry up and it would be forced to close, and some 
potential adopters would then not come forward. 
In a statement, Catholic Care said: “Without the 
constitutional restriction for which it applied, Catho-
lic Care will be forced to close its adoption service. 
“The reason for this is that the service permitted by 
the current constitution is in conflict with the aims 
of the charity. “It is Catholic Care’s view that this will 
reduce the number of adoptive parents available 
and the number of children left waiting for adoptive 
parents will continue to increase.

“Catholic Care will now take time to consider the 
decision in detail and decide on its next steps.”

Rome shuts door on SSPX talks

The Vatican plans no more talks with rebel Catho-
lic traditionalists who insist the Church must revoke 
modernising reforms launched five decades ago, 
Pope Benedict’s main doctrinal official has told a 
German interviewer.
 
Archbishop Gerhard Mueller, who took up his 
post as head of the powerful Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) in July, said in an 
interview to be broadcast on Saturday that the 
Church could not negotiate away the fundamentals 
of its faith. His comments to North German Radio 
(NDR) were the first from the Vatican on deadlocked 
talks meant to reintegrate the Society of Saint Pius 
X (SSPX) into the Church after a 21-year schism 
over its implacable opposition to 1960s reforms.

In recent weeks, SSPX leaders have indicated a 
two-year series of talks with the Vatican had hit an 
impasse because Rome’s insistence that they accept 
reforms of the 1962-1965 Second Vatican Council 
was a deal breaker for them. “We cannot give away 
the Catholic faith in negotiations,” Mueller said 
according to a pre-broadcast report by NDR. 
“There will be no compromises here,” he said. 
“I think there now will be no new discussions.

The German-born Pope Benedict and the CDF, 
which the pontiff led for over two decades under 
Pope John Paul, will now have to decide what to do 
next with the SSPX, Mueller said. Benedict insisted 
they must declare the Vatican Council and Church 
doctrine since then as valid Catholic teaching.

Denying this has been a core SSPX principle from the 
start and SSPX leaders have said their discussions 
with the Vatican aimed to “convert Rome” to return 
to the pre-Council Church. Mueller, who crossed 
swords with SSPX traditionalists while he was
archbishop of Regensburg in Germany before go-
ing to Rome, rejected the group’s central argument 
that the Council broke with a Church’s 2,000-year
 traditions.

“The Second Vatican Council does not contradict the 
Church’s overall tradition, but only some false inter-
pretations of the Catholic faith,” he said.
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‘Peace with God’ by the Director of Ministry 

We often wish one another a ‘peaceful New Year’ 
but what is peace?

Many people define peace as simply the absence of 
hostilities, however when the Bible speaks of peace 
it means far more than the absence of hostilities. 
One of the most common Old Testament words for 
peace is ‘shalom.’ This word conveys the idea of 
wholeness of both body and soul. ‘Shalom’ could 
almost be translated ‘salvation’.  

God’s peace is to be understood not merely as 
the end of hostilities but as the presence of right-
eousness upon which right relationships can be 
established. 

Therefore true peace, in any realm, cannot be 
known apart from the establishment of righteous-
ness upon which right relations may be formed.

Our great need as sinners is to know peace with 
God.

Into the fallen world of mankind, God in grace sent 
His only begotten Son, the Prince of Peace. He came 
to establish a kingdom of peace and righteousness 
by bringing sinners into a right relationship with 
God.

This peace comes at a very high price. For true 
peace to be known between God and man required 
that God’s righteousness and justice be satisfied 
and that our sin (the cause of the enmity) be dealt 
with. 

We were at enmity with God and His wrath and 
judgement were upon us on account of our sin. 
But through the death of Christ, the wrath of God 
has been propitiated. The demands of God’s justice 
were met when Christ bore the punishment due to 
our sin when He took our place at Calvary. Thus the 
blood shedding of Christ removed the enmity and 
secured ‘peace with God’ for all who would believe. 

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he 
is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; and that he might reconcile both unto 
God in one body by the cross, having slain the en-
mity thereby: And came and preached peace to you 
which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.” 
(Eph.2:13-17 KJV)

Peace with God is not about a state of mind but 
rather the phrase ‘peace with God’ defines our 
relationship to God. A right relationship with God 
established on the basis of Christ’s death and the
imputation to the sinner of the righteous-
ness of Christ received by grace through faith.

This peace with God obtained through the death 
of Christ for His people is ours now, a present 
possession to be enjoyed in a living
relationship with Him. 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” (Rom.5:1 )

Having peace with God enables us to enjoy the 
peace of God through all the experiences of this life 
until we enter into His presence.  

‘Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’(Phil.4:6,7) 

This was the promise of Christ to His disciples.
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 
14:27) For, “He Himself is our peace.” 
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The ‘Tuesday Afternoon meeting’ group; met at the 
main entrance of Liverpool Street Station. There 
were nineteen of us. Once across Bishopsgate, our 
guide, Keith Berry gave us a short summary of the 
history of the East End. Successive waves of immi-
gration began with the Huguenot, followed by Irish, 
then Jewish and in the last century, the Bangladesh-
is. The area became a centre for weaving, tailoring 
and the clothing industry, due to the abundance of 
semi- and unskilled immigrant labour.

Our first stop was the Dutch synagogue in Sandys 
Row. It is possibly one of the quaintest and most 
beautiful synagogues in the Jewish East End. This 
hidden gem, converted from a Huguenot chapel, is 
in a tiny alley leading off Artillery passage, near the 
north end of Middlesex Street. The synagogue was 
founded by Dutch immigrants in 1854 and is Lon-
don’s oldest existing Ashkenazi synagogue. It pre-
dates by several decades the East End synagogues 
founded by the Russian refugees that flooded into 
London after the 1882 assassination of Czar Alexan-
der the Second. The Ashkenazi Dutch Jews were eco-
nomic migrants and they found employment mainly 
in the tobacco trades that once flourished in the 
area. Although we did not go inside, we were told 
the most striking thing you notice is the pervasive-
ness of the colour orange, the national colour of the 
Netherlands.

Walking through narrow lanes with fine examples 
of Georgian and Victorian properties of various siz-
es, we passed a large building with the inscription 
over its main frontage ‘Soup Kitchen for the Jewish 
Poor’ with the dates 5662 – 1902 over the entrance. 
Further on there was an even larger building for a 
Catholic Mission for the homeless built 1870 with 
separate entrances  for ‘MEN’ and ‘WOMEN’ with 

the words engraved in stone above the entrances. 
We came to Spitalfields, via Tenter Grounds where 
they once made large sails for the tea clipper ships, 
which were stretched in the open on large wooden 
frames.

Originally, Spitalfields was the location of one of Ro-
man London’s large extramural (outside the walls) 
cemeteries. In 1197, it became the site of a priory 
called “The New Hospital of St Mary without Bish-
opgate”. This religious foundation was one of the 
biggest hospitals in medieval England and included 
a stone charnel house (a place where bones dug up 
by grave-diggers were kept) and mortuary chapel. 
The charnel has recently been uncovered by archae-
ologists and preserved for public viewing, through a 
glass platform, and in marked contrast, over-shad-
owed, by massive steel and glass modern office 
blocks. After the Dissolution, parts of the former 
priory area were utilised for residential purposes by 
London dwellers seeking a rural retreat. There has 
been a market on the site since 1638 when Charles I 
gave a licence for flesh, fowl and roots to be sold in 
what was then known as Spittle Fields. In 1988, the 
market was relocated to Temple Mills, just north of 
the Olympic Park in Stratford.

Spitalfields’ historic association with the silk industry 
was established by French Protestant (Huguenots) 
refugees, escaping Catholic persecution, settling in 
this area after 1685. 

The Huguenots brought with them little, apart from 
their skills. The late 17th and 18th centuries saw an 
estate of well-appointed terraced houses, built to 
accommodate the master weavers controlling the 
silk industry, and grand urban mansions built around 
the newly created Spital Square.

Christian Heritage Walk
City of London – Saturday 27th October

A report by Graham Worden 
East Finchley Baptist Church
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From the 1730s Irish weavers came here, after a de-
cline in the Irish linen industry to take up work in 
the silk trade. During the Victorian era, the silk in-
dustry had entered a long decline and by 1860, new 
trades such as furniture and boot making came to 
the area; and the large windowed Huguenot houses 
were found suitable for tailoring, attracting a new 
population of Jewish refugees drawn to live and 
work in the textile industry.

We passed through Spitalfields Market to be
confronted with the impressive Christ Church 
opposite, on Fournier Street, designed by the 
architect Nicholas Hawksmoor, an apprentice of 
Christopher Wren. The Church was built during the 
reign of Queen Anne to demonstrate the power of 
the established Church to the ‘dissenting’ Hugue-
nots, who had built ten of their own chapels in the 
area.  We walked down Fournier Street, which has 
many fine examples of early Georgian domestic 
town houses. At the junction with Brick Lane we 
came across a large building built in 1742 which 
had originally been a Huguenot Chapel. By 1809 it 
had become The Jews’ Chapel, for evangelizing the 
expanding Jewish population and became a 
Methodist Chapel in 1819 with John Wesley 
eing a visitor to the area. In 1898, the building was 
consecrated as the Spitalfields Great Synagogue. 
In 1976, it became a mosque, the London Jamme 
Masjid (Great London). The building is Grade II listed.

We moved into Brick Lane, where the Bangladeshi 
community has made it the curry capital of London 
and part of the area now known as Banglatown. The 
area is also well known for its arts scene with well 
known artists living there e.g. Gilbert and George, 
Tracey Emin and architectural historian Dan Cruick-
shank.

Brick Lane derives its name from the manufac-
ture of bricks and tiles, using the local brick earth 
deposits that began in the 15th century. Brew-
ing came to Brick Lane before 1680, with water 
drawn from deep wells. Benjamin Truman, went 
on to establish the sizable Black Eagle Brewery 
on Brick Lane. More recently the area has also 
broadened to being a vibrant art and fashion stu-
dent area, with considerable exhibition space. 

Each year most of the fine art and fashion courses 
exhibit their work near Brick Lane. We stopped off 
for lunch at the Kahaila Café which is run by Chris-
tians and where Bible studies and worship services 
are held during the week. The name of the café is 
formed from two Hebrew words meaning faith and 
community.

We had run out of time due to a pressing engage-
ment to see a matinee performance of ‘Chariots of 
Fire’ at the Gielgud Theatre in the West End.The play 
centred on a young Christian during the Paris Olym-
pics Games 1924. We were so pleased recognition 
of Eric Liddell’s Christian faith compared with Harold 
Abraham’s nominal Jewish faith, and co-runner for 
the 100 metres.  Eric’s insistence not to run on a Sun-
day, which allowed him to run on an alternative day 
for the 400 metres, was powerful of evidence of his 
Christian faith which was seen throughout the play.

It was decided that there were enough places 
to visit for another Christian Heritage Walk e.g. 
Booth House, Royal London Hospital, White Chap-
el Bell Foundry and the home of John Merrick.

We would like very much to express our 
thanks to Keith Berry who was our guide 
and Sarah Rae for organizing the day.

SpitalfieldS MarketS
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BIBLE STORY  •   MEMORY VERSE  •   ACTIVITIES

The word of God brought everything into be-
ing: heaven and earth, mountains and rivers, and 
every living thing. ‘In the beginning, God created the 
heaven and earth.’ Within six days God 
had shaped a world of order and beauty.
On the first day, God said, “Let there be Light” and 
there was Light.  God called the light Day, and the 
darkness He called Night.’
On the second day God made the sky, and called it 
Heaven.
On the third day, God commanded the waters of 
the earth to gather together at certain places. The 
waters formed our seas and oceans, lakes and 
rivers.  This allowed for the dry land to become visible.
At God’s further command, the earth was made to 
produce all kinds of plants, grass, trees, shrubs and 
flowers. Each contained its own seed for further 
growth and reproduction.
On the fourth day, God made the Sun, the Moon, 
and the Stars, to shed light upon the earth. He set a 
time for day and a time for night and a time for each 
of the four seasons.
On the fifth day, God filled the seas with fishes and 
other water animals. He also made the birds to fly 
in the sky.
On the sixth day, God created all the other animals, 
large and small, those that walk and those that creep 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   THE BIBLE SAYS.. or crawl on the earth.  God’s final act of creation was 

to make mankind. The Bible tells us that God made 
man in His own image from the dust of the earth. 
God called the first man Adam. God also made a 
woman from the rib of man to be a companion to 
Adam, her name was Eve.
God put Adam and Eve in charge of the earth and 
everything it God finished His work of creation and 
said it was very good.
God rested on the seventh day and He set it apart as 
a day of rest. Therefore we should work for six days 
and rest on the Seventh day.  By observing this, we 
show that we believe in God as the Creator of the 
world. You can rerad this story in Genesis chapter 1

ANAGRAM - Unscramble the letters to make words 
related to the creation story.

OONM          __________    AIANMSL      __________

CETNOIRA    __________    STREED         __________

FHIS               __________    HGNTI           __________

NVEHEA        __________    DBISR            __________

ARSST            __________    TREAH           __________

• 
1. The sun has a diameter of 865,000 miles
2. In the human body, there are about 60,000 miles 
of blood vessels through which the heart pumps 
blood.
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The Annual General meeting of the Protestant Truth 
Society was held on Monday 12 November 2012 at 
1.45pm in our office at 184 Fleet Street, London. 
Rev. Dominic Stockford told the Meetingt that it was 
his great pleasure as chairman to present his second 
annual report of the Protestant Truth Society.

Objectives and activities
The main object of the Society continues to be the 
maintenance of the Protestant Heritage and Faith of 
this country. The activities undertaken to meet this 
objective are as follows:

• The operation of a Christian bookshop displaying 
Bible-based literature with a Protestant and Re-
formed emphasis;
• The employment of Wickliffe Preachers to pro-
claim and propagate Biblical Protestantism, includ-
ed in which work is the evangelisation of Roman 
Catholics;
• The circulation of the Protestant Truth magazine;
• The publication of books and leaflets and other an-
cillary activities;
• The operation of a Protestant website to promote 
Biblical Truth and refute error;
• Keeping supporters and others informed of pro-
posed changes which may possibly affect freedom 
of Christian speech and/or our nation’s present 
constitution.

In consideration of these objects and activities the 
Council has had due regard to the Charity Commis-
sion’s guidance on public benefit and in particular 
the specific guidance on charities for the advance-
ment of religion.

As in previous years the Council has maintained 
regular meetings throughout the year to discuss 
financial and spiritual issues of concern to us as a 
Society, and to make decisions about any action 

we should take. Some council members have been 
involved in occasional further meetings – particularly 
with regard to finance issues and in staff recruitment 
processes. The council co-opted Mr Kevin McGrane 
to our number during the year under review, and 
he was elected to join the work at the 2011 Annual 
General Meeting. We are thankful for the manner 
in which our Company Secretary (Mr George Rae), 
other office staff, and the Wickliffe preachers co-
operate in fulfilling our tasks.We are grateful for 
their loyal service. 

We also record, with much grateful thanks, the 
resignation of Rev Roland Burrows from the Coun-
cil during the last year. A long-standing member, he 
has done much for the Society over the many years 
he has served us. We particularly wish his Christian 
Heritage Centre a spiritually bountiful future.

Wickliffe Preachers
The Rev Jeremy Brooks continued to fill the post of 
Director of Ministry with enthusiasm and encour-
agement. More than simply ‘doing the job’, he has 
been able to develop the scope and breadth of the 
role. In this role he has continued to build up the 
work of the Protestant Truth Society throughout the 
United Kingdom, and has continued to increase our 
visibility in Northern Ireland with a regular visit. He 
leads the production of the ‘Protestant Truth’ maga-
zine - a vital tool in spreading our work and our mes-
sage, a magazine which has continued to be of a high 
standard. This year, among other publication work 
which he has overseen, we began the production of 
the excellent booklet which was later to be handed 
out for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. When it was final-
ly made available it was heartening that all 20,000 
copies went within a month.

During the year our preacher in the South-west of 
England, Rev Guy Davies, felt that he needed to 

PTS Annual Report 2011-2012
Rt Rev. Dominic Stockford

PTS Chairman
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let them know about our work in this way – at the 
same time as offering them Godly thought and com-
ment on issues of the day, and on general spiritual 
matters. It is a banner for our work. This year’s par-
ticular issue of marriage, and the changes some seek 
to make to it, were well covered and highlighted in 
issues of the magazine. It is also a good opportu-
nity to publish much about the more positive side 
of Protestant Truth regarding Christ Jesus, especially 
given that this magazine frequently makes its way 
into the hands of those who would not be our natu-
ral supporters or allies.

Website
The website is beginning to work efficiently. Changes 
to material are easier to make, and the site itself 
appears friendly and welcoming, as well as being 
professional in appearance. There are still a lot of 
improvements which we will be able to make and 
therefore we need to remain aware of the need to 
continue to work on this.

Prayer Bulletin
The Prayer Bulletin is another way in which we 
continue to direct the thoughts of our supporters 
towards issues about which we recognise prayer 
is especially needed. Matters raised have included 
both Society work, and the welfare of members 
of Council and employees – as well as the wider 
spiritual issues that press hard upon this country. 
Sending it out electronically means that we can 
reach far more people, more easily than before. 
 

Events and other items
The work of the Time Travellers Club continues 
under the able direction of Mr Paul Austen. Publica-
tions were increased by the addition of books 4 and 
5 in the new and improved format (David Brainerd & 
Hugh Latimer). We are considering the production 
of more workbooks in this format over the coming 
year – this time looking at George Whitefield and 
John Knox. The encouragement and teaching these 
offer to young Christians is of great value. Interest 
has been expressed in selling and distributing these 
workbooks in the US, though as yet this has not be-
come reality this interest is a testament to their value. 
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concentrate more on his pastoral ministry and so 
resigned from his work for us. We are grateful for 
the work he did, both in the preaching field and in 
publications. Our preacher in the North of England, 
Rev Stephen Holland, continued to fulfil preaching 
and teaching engagements as well as producing 
articles and the like for our magazine. We were also 
delighted to recruit two new preachers to the fold – 
both to act full-time. Discussion had led the Council 
to the view that it is not an easy task to ask for many 
to take on part-time – and God sent two able men to 
cover work in the east of England and in Scotland, 
Rev Gearoid Marley, and Rev Alisdair MacLeod-Mair. 
They had both begun work for us by the turn of the 
calendar year, and have settled in well to the challenge 
that faces them. Among much else they also speak 
‘under our banner’ at, and attend for our purposes, 
conferences organised by other Societies and groups.

The PTS preachers’ conference is not only a chance 
for our Wickliffe Preachers to meet and study 
together. It also allows other interested parties to 
participate and gives further opportunity for us to 
do our part in helping to increase both preaching 
ability and Protestant knowledge among men today.

Bookshop
The presence of our bookshop remains crucial. It 
seems to be inexorably changing in its nature from 
being basically a place to buy books, into a place 
where Christian advice and support is available, and 
where spiritual input in the form of talks and Bible 
studies are held. In these forms it continues to pro-
vide a valuable source of Christian material for those 
in Central London, which is undoubtedly well-posi-
tioned for our wider work. The much-valued wider 
ministry of encouragement and support for Chris-
tians in Central London it offers reflects the chang-
ing needs of the people of Central London. The Bible 
studies and prayer meetings held here reach out to 
a wide variety of people who work in London, from 
lawyers, to bankers, to gardeners, offering them 
much needed spiritual succour.

Magazine
The magazine is our main voice for sharing our work 
and concerns with our supporters. We are grateful 
for what they offer us, and are pleased to be able to 
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Numbers attending open meetings are not always as 
one would hope, pressures of travel cost no doubt 
has something to do with this, as well as a sadly con-
tinuing national decline in deep Christian commit-
ment. However, those that the Society has tradition-
ally held have continued successfully, namely the 
Cambridge Lecture and Martyr’s Memorial Services 
in Bury St Edmunds and Ipswich. We are grateful to 
those who make the effort to attend, as well as to 
those who help to present these events.

We once again had our presence at the Conserva-
tive Party Conference (sharing a stall with two other 
Societies). This year there were even more contacts 
with some of those who serve in the government. 
We hope and trust that the effort put in, and the 
booklet on “Big Society and the Bible” will have had 
some useful effect in at least highlighting Christians 
issues and viewpoints. It is pleasing to be able to 
make these contacts through this effort with people 
who are involved in making decisions that affect the 
lives of the many millions of people in this country. 
Of course our prayer is that what is done will pro-
duce fruit, particularly in terms of helping govern-
ments in understanding the basis for the laws that 
we have had, and which have been so successful 
for so many years. We will continue to seek to do 
this work, seeing it as vital to ensure that a Christian 
voice may be heard in the governing of this country, 
though if the primary party in government changes 
we may not find it so easy to have a presence.

Work began, during the year, on the ‘Keep Mar-
riage Special’ campaign. Although it is not a specific 
PTS work it is something in which one of our Coun-
cil Members, Mr Duncan Boyd, and our Director of 
Ministry, Rev Jeremy Brooks, both have key roles to 
play. We have encouraged them in this, and support 
the campaign as being of vital importance in sup-
porting and encouraging faithful Christians, as well 
as in seeking to prevent the threatened needless and 
dishonouring change to the law.

Future work.
We will continue to seek to fulfil our aims and ob-
jectives throughout the coming year, building on 
the work that we have undertaken in the last 12 
months (and before). Although the spiritual state of 

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize School

of Theology
Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks and

discussions are held at the PTS Head Office,
184 Fleet Street, London.   They start 
promptly at 1:10pm -1.45pm sharp

Tea and coffee provided. 
Talks this winter are based on 
The Shorter Catechism.

Monthly Prayer Meetings
Our monthly Prayer Meeting at the PTS Head 

Office, 184 Fleet Street, London 
is now held on

1st Thursdays from 1-2pm. 

All are welcome to join us in praying for 
church and nation

New
We recently completed arrangements to 

receive Reformed books directly from 
Reformation Heritage Books – USA.

Our first consignment is already here, please 
see the advert at the back of this 

magazine for some of the new releases. 
We have many more in the bookshop, and 

you are welcome  to visit us or send your 
request; by email, post or telephone.

our nation is one of malaise, the challenges to 
Biblical Christianity seem to be increasing, and the 
need for Protestantism to be understood seems to 
be on the increase, we continue to trust that ‘He who 
has provided’ will give us the strength and the ability 
to carry on the task with which He has presented us.
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe PreachersThe Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

January

Sunday 6th
Hope Baptist Church, London E7 10:15am 
& 6pm, GM
Tandragee Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Tuesday 8th to Thursday 10th 
Crieff Fellowship Conference, AM 

Sunday 13th
Louth Evangelical Church Louth, Lincs. 
10:30 am & 5pm, GM

Wednesday 16th
Orangefield Baptist Church, 8pm, DP

Thursday 17th
Dromore Baptist Church,
8pm, DP

Sunday 20th
Westpark Church Wolverhampton West 
Mids 11am & 6pm, GM
Holywell Evangelical Church - 10.30am & 
6pm SH

Wednesday 26th
Friday 25th Taberncale Cardiff Youth Rally 
7:30pm, GM

Saturday 29th
Barton Mills Baptist, Barton Mills Suffolk 
3pm & 6:30pm, GM

Sunday 27th
Ballyclare Free Presbyterian Church,
11:30am, DP

February

Sunday 3rd
Grace Reformed Church, Sheffield URC 
Church Gleadless 3pm, GM
Shankhill Baptist Church, 11am, DP

Wednesday 6th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 7:30pm, DP

Sunday 10th
Providence Baptist Chapel Blunham Beds 
11am & 6.30pm, GM
Shankhill Baptist Church, 11am & 
7.00pm, DP

Tuesday 12th 
Emmanuel Free Church England, 
Workington -7pm, SH
Wednesday 13th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 7:30pm, DP 

Sunday 17th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 11am & 
7.00pm, DP 
Lakenheath Baptist Chapel Lakenheath 
Suffolk 10.30 & 6:30pm, GM

Wednesday 20th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 7:30pm, DP

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(Member,
Donaghadee

Baptist Church)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Alisdair
MacLeod-Mair

Scotland
(Member,

Presbytery of Glasgow)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member,
East Leake

Evangelical Church)

‘Brethren,
pray for us’

(1 Thessalonians 5:25)

Sunday 24th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 11am & 
7.00pm, DP
Grace Reformed Church, Sheffield, 3pm, 
SH

Tuesday 26th
Mount Merrion Free Presbyterian Church, 
Belfast, 8pm, DP

Wednesday 27th
Shankhill Baptist Church, 7:30pm, DP
Evangelical Church, Wooler, 7:30pm, SH

Thursday 28th
Bargeddie Church of Scotland, 7.30pm, 
AM

‘Brethren,
pray for us’

(1 Thessalonians 5:25)
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How should Christians understand the authority and 
function of the state?  The answer to that question 
is given by Paul in Romans 13:1-7.  The foundational 
claim of this passage  is that the ‘powers that be are 
ordained of God’ (v.1).  This understanding is deeply 
rooted in biblical teaching concerning the sovereign-
ty of God over the nations: ‘the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will’ (Dan-
iel 4:25). The biblical teaching that government is a 
divine institution is the theological basis of the 
authority of government and consequently 
Paul teaches that to resist the power or author-
ity of the state is to ‘resist the ordinance of God’ 
(v.2).  But why, from a Christian perspective, is 
respect for the authority of government an im-
perative so strongly obligatory that Paul states 
that ‘those who resist will incur judgment’ (v.2)?

The answer to that question is given when Paul sets 
out the primary function of government to be ‘an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrong-
doer’ (v.4) involving (in the case of capital offenses) 
the ‘sword’ where the reference is to the authority 
of the state to carry out judicial execution.  The pri-
mary function of government is therefore to protect 
the innocent and to administer retributive punish-
ment on the evildoer.  Scripture here confers on the 
state a duty of retributive punishment which is prop-
erly denied to the individual in Romans 12:19.  Re-
tributive punishment is a matter of judicial determi-
nation by the state    (not by private individuals) and 
retributive justice requires that the punishment be 
appropriately commensurate to the severity of the 
crime determined by judicial procedure.   

But when Romans 12:19 is combined with Romans 
13:4 the Biblical teaching is that the requirement 
to forgive (Romans 12:19-21) must be matched 
by the execution of retributive punishment by the 
state (Romans 13:4) in the case of criminal ( and in 
particular) capital offenses. This is crucially 

important because it upholds the principle (central 
to the Reformed understanding of the saving work 
of Christ) that forgiveness cannot be divorced from 
justice.  Paul clearly teaches in Romans 3: 25-26 that 
for God to be both ‘just and the justifier’ (v.26) it 
was necessary that Christ, as our sin-bearing substi-
tute, be ‘set forth as a propitiation’ (v.25) or penal 
sacrifice or turn away the wrath or righteous anger 
of God.  The proper moral context for forgiveness 
(certainly with respect to criminal offences) is 
repentance on the part of the evil-doer and the 
execution of retributive justice by the state. The 
separation of forgiveness from justice is in effect a way 
of treating evil as if it were a trivial thing and without 
repentance there can be no reconciliation  which is 
the end or telos towards which forgiveness is directed. 

The clear import of Paul’s teaching in Romans 13:1-
7 is that without the God ordained institution of 
government the innocent would lack protection and 
there would be no effective judicial constrain on evil 
doers.  Due to the evil perversity of fallen human 
nature the human condition without effective state 
authority would be what secular political theorists 
have referred to as a ‘state of nature’ (exemplified 
by the condition of contemporary ‘failed states’ such 
as Somalia to take but one example) or the ‘war of 
all against all’ in which ‘human life is short, nasty 
and brutish’.  The ‘utility‘ of the state or its contribu-
tion to human well-being was stressed by Calvin in 
his commentary on Romans: ‘Now the utility is this 
- that the Lord has designed in this way to provide 
for the tranquility of the good, and to restrain the 
waywardness of the wicked; by which two things the 
safety of mankind is secured: for except the fury of 
the wicked be resisted, and the innocent be protect-
ed from their violence, all things would come to an
entire confusion.’  Wayne Grudem, in Politics Accord-
ing to the Bible suggests that Judges 18-25 exempli-
fies ‘the dreadful results of anarchy’ and ‘includes 
some of the most horrible sins recorded anywhere in 

 The Christian and the State
Pat Roche, explores the import of the Biblical teaching 

on the proper function of government for contemporary moral issues 
such as so-called ‘same sex-sex’ marriage
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the Bible’. The fallen human condition is such that an-
archy is the alternative to the authority of the state.
In Romans 13:1-7 Paul is focusing (for reasons that 
would require extended exegetical consideration) 
on the obligation to obey the state understood as 
ordained by God to protect the innocent and to 
punish the evil-doer and thus avoid the evils of an-
archy.  But does that mean that the obligation to 
obey the state is unqualified or absolute?  The an-
swer is no.  The duty of the believer to obey the 
state is not absolute or without qualification and 
if the state makes demands that are doctrinally 
or morally in conflict with biblical teaching then 
the Christian must ‘obey God rather than men‘ 
(Acts 4:19-20; 5:29).  John Murray, in his commen-
tary on The Epistle to the Romans expresses the 
view that Paul would indeed have endorsed the 
position that ‘when there is conflict between the 
requirements of men and the commands of God, 
then the word of Peter must take effect’ and this is 
an understanding for which there is extensive biblical 
warrant both in the Old and New Testaments.

These considerations are not merely of ‘theoreti-
cal’ interest but they are relevant to the situation of 
Christians in contemporary so-called ‘liberal democ-
racies’ who increasingly are facing demands from 
government and decisions of the judiciary that are 
incompatible with the doctrinal and moral content 
of the Gospel.   There is a moral nihilism at the heart 
of contemporary liberal democracy.  This moral 
nihilism has at least two sources.  Firstly, Daniel Bell 
in his book, The Cultural Contradictions of Capitalism, 
argues that there are intellectual and artistic elites 
in western societies that he characterises as the cul-
tural promoters of the profane and the obscene in 
the pursuit of the violation and replacement of the 
established norms and conventions of what was
traditionally accepted as morally acceptable 
behaviour.   Secondly, moral nihilism is also sus-
tained by the pluralist thrust of contemporary de-
mocracy.  Pluralism is the view that the test of an 
authentic liberal democracy is the extent to which 
the state not merely tolerates but actively pro-
motes lifestyles based on diverse moral viewpoints.

Pluralism is, therefore, rooted in and directed to the 
political accommodation of moral relativism.  Moral 

relativism is the view that there are no objective 
moral values or objective distinctions between right 
and wrong and consequently (according to the mor-
al relativist) there are no objective perspectives from 
which competing moral claims or ‘lifestyles’ may be 
assessed.  These considerations mean that commit-
ment to pluralism entails a particular view of the 
role of the state in a liberal democracy.   The pluralist 
understanding of the role of the state is that the 
state must not merely protect the claimed rights 
of ‘minorities’ ( such as homosexuals) but must 
in effect act as the promoter of a culture of self-
proclaimed ‘rights’.  Pluralism therefore requires 
the increasing intrusion of the state into the moral 
domain of family life and private institutions such as 
churches that constitute what is called civil society.  
What has been the result of this increasing intrusion 
of the state into the private domain of civil society?  
State or government promotion of a culture of self-
proclaimed ‘rights’ (particularly those claimed by 
homosexuals and sexual libertines and pro-abor-
tionists) has resulted in a process well documented 
by Gertrude Himmelfarb, in her highly commend-
able book, The De-Moralisation of Society: ‘ We have 
today normalised and legitimised behaviour 
which was once regarded as abnormal and ille-
gitimate, while stigmatising and discrediting be-
haviour that was once normal and respectable.’

These considerations apply in a very concrete way 
to the commitment by the three major political 
parties in the United Kingdom to what is designated 
‘same-sex marriage’.  The legal implementation of 
‘same-sex marriage’ would have the effect of radi-
cally contributing to the undermining and displace-
ment of the morality and family norms of Christian 
marriage (even the very language of family life 
such as ‘mother’ and ‘father’ would have to go) to 
the entire detriment of the family as traditionally 
understood and as upheld by Christian morality. The 
Reformed theologian, John Murray, in his Collected 
Works states that the family ‘is the fundamental 
ordinance of divine institution’ and the ‘primary 
social ordinance’ and that when the ‘sanctities that 
guard and ennoble family life are desecrated’ then 
‘all social order is out of joint’.  The great conserva-
tive thinker and ‘father of British conservatism’, Ed-
mund Burke, spoke with affection of the traditional 
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family as the ‘little platoon‘ which he understood to 
be the bedrock of society.  But in opposition to these 
views David Cameron at the Conservative Party 
conference on 6 October 2011 committed the Party 
to legislating for ‘same-sex marriage’ not ‘despite 
being a conservative’ but ‘because I am a conserva-
tive’ - a position that demonstrated both an indif-
ference to the  Christian ‘sanctities that guard and 
ennoble family life’ and a failure by a conservative 
leader to understand the very nature of political 
conservatism (so wonderfully enunciated by Burke) 
which is to conserve what is required for the sta-
bility and well-being of a social and political order.

What should the Christian response be to the assault 
by government on the biblical morality of marriage?  
Certainly to ‘obey God rather than men’ when that 
is required but also to respond by political activism.  
The Christian citizen is confronted with a twofold
obligation to oppose (for example) the desecration 
of the institution of marriage ordained by God and 
fundamental to human well-being.  Firstly, the Chris-
tian citizen is obliged by the Word of God to wit-
ness to the ‘whole council of God’ which of course 
includes the biblical morality of family life.  Secondly, 
the Christian citizen in a democracy is under obliga-
tion to oppose the desecration by government of 
something like marriage because of the very nature 
of political democracy.  The reason is as follows.  
The key point about democracy is that political sov-
ereignty is rooted in the electorate to which a gov-
ernment is politically accountable - there is noth-
ing of course in this understanding of the nature of 
political sovereignty in a democracy that displac-
es the theology of God’s sovereignty.  This means 
that the political responsibility for the conduct of 
government rests with the electorate to whom the

government is politically accountable and which
has the power to vote a government out of office

When a government is acting in a manner contra-
ry to the revealed preceptive will of God Christian 
citizens have an obligation to do what lies within 
their capacity to remove the government from office 
- minimally that would involve exercising their vote 
but for those with the required capacity it would 
entail an obligation to legal/constitutional political 
activism directed to effective political persuasion 
and the provision of moral compass to government.  
There are evangelicals who have an aversion to po-
litical involvement but that is certainly not part of 
the Reformed tradition.  David W. Hall, in The Legacy 
of Calvin writes that: ‘Even the Scottish philosopher 
David Hume, a fan of neither Knox nor Calvin, admit-
ted that ‘‘the republican ideas of the origin of power 
from the people were at that time (about 1607) 
esteemed as Puritan novelties’’... We owe our Cal-
vinist forefathers a large debt of gratitude for their 
efforts to establish limited government and personal 
liberty grounded in virtue.  A single man with a heart 
aflame changed the world.’ Contemporary Christian 
citizens (not least in the United Kingdom) have a 
deep-rooted moral and political obligation to work 
to restore both ‘limit‘ and ‘virtue‘ to the conduct of 
government to protect the private domain of civil 
society from the totalitarian thrust of an atheistic  
and virulent moral nihilism.        

Patrick J. Roche has degrees in economics and politics from Trinity 
College Dublin and in political philosophy from the University of 
Durham. He lectured in economics at the University of Ulster and 
Queen’s University Belfast and is a part-time tutor in philosophy of 
religion and Christian ethics at the Irish Baptist College.
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BOOK REVIEWS       •       BOOK REVIEWS       •       BOOK REVIEWS

Princeton and the work of the 
Christian Ministry
A Collection of Addresses, Essays and 
Articles by Faculty and Friends of 
Princeton Theological Seminary

Set of 2 volumes 1404pp h/b
Banner of Truth £34.00  

Here is a collection of sermons and papers from 
the good old days of Princeton Theological Semi-
nary. Good old days when the seminary was solidly 
evangelical. You will find here work from the likes 
of Alexander, Hodge, Warfield, Gresham Machen 
and other theological heavyweights in the best 
American reformed tradition.

Some (sadly) might expect a kind of theological quick-
sand from this line-up and it is certainly not bed-time 
reading but it can yield surprises and there is a certain 
timelessness about it, despite its decidedly American 
Christianized context of two to three centuries ago. 
This timelessness is undoubtedly due to the rigor-
ously biblical quality of the material. Anything root-
ed and grounded in God’s Book retains a freshness 
and relevance that overrides its time and culture.

The addresses and articles follow Chronological or-
der according to the dates of the ‘faculty and friends’. 
The range of subjects covered is broad, circling 
around the various issues of Christian ministry – ‘The 
Nature of the Atonement’, ‘Preaching the Gospel to 
the Poor’, ‘Christianity and Culture’ to name just three.

As stated, surprises may be encountered along the 
way…

Here’s something you might not expect to read in 
such a tome, albeit from a lesser-known academic 
Nicholas Murray: ‘An able minister must be impres-
sive… And especially should this be the case in our 
country, where, more than in any other, the public 
mind is swayed by popular addresses; where the 
current to worldliness is so proverbially strong, and 
where, perhaps, more than in any other, the dif-
ficulty may be greater of arresting attention and 

turning away the heart from the pursuit of van-
ity.’ (‘The Ministry We Need’, published 1854)

As I am writing this review on the day of the American 
presidential election this feels ‘right on the button’. 
In Christian ministry, devotion and scholarship must 
be married to our best efforts at communication.

As might be expected the work throughout has a 
depth about it. These pages demand diligence and 
concentration - work that will be rewarded but you 
may find you need to do some serious digging. How-
ever, it is generally very wordy by today’s standards 
and many believers would find some parts quite a slog.

You do need a considerable amount of time to get 
the treasure out of these volumes – time that I found 
I generally could not afford. Many believers today 
will find it hard going though this may be more a 
comment on the calibre of so much Christianity to-
day than on the content itself. Yet there is certainly 
gold in here if you have the time and energy to dig for 
it. So let me finish with a glimpse of that gold from 
B.B. Warfield in his 1904 article, ‘What is Calvinism?’:

“The Calvinist is the man who is determined that 
his intellect and heart and will remain on their 
knees continually, and only from this attitude think 
and feel and act. Calvinism is, therefore, that type 
of thought in which there comes to its rights the 
truly religious attitude of utter dependence on God 
and humble trust in his mercy alone for salvation.”

Oliver Rice
Bow Baptist Church
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This was a book that the king had proclaimed (as head
of the state church) must be read in church, which stat-
ed that ‘dancing, archery, vaulting and other games 
were lawful recreations on the Lord’s Day’ (Beeke, 
Meet the Putitans, p.118) The people cut Jeremiah’s 
salary because of the alderman issue and as 
he did not have enough to live on, he left.

From 1631-1636 he was rector of Trivetshall, 
Norfolk. Here he pastored two churches; St Margaret’s 
and St Mary’s, each within walking distance. Trouble 
came again because of the king’s interference in the 
church. Archbishop Wren was to ensure that ‘The 
‘King’s Book of Sports’ was to be read in church.  
Burroughs refused to do this and also to bow at the 
name of Jesus and to read prayers. He believed in 
extemporious prayers. Between these and oth-
er Romanish traditions of the ‘Protestant’ king 
Burroughs was suspended in 1636 and deprived of 
his livings in 1637. 

1638-1640 saw Jeremiah Burroughs in the Neth-
erlands to escape persecution and imprisonment. 
He did not leave England gladly; he said ‘The go-
ing out of the kingdom in this manner grieved me, 
for I knew that I must never see England again’ 
(Simpson, A Life of Gospel Peace, p.79).  How-
ever, this was, of course, in God’s providence, 
and in a very short time he was teacher to a 
Congregation of English Independents in Rotter-
dam. The church was made up of English merchants 
(Rotterdam was one of the largest ports in the world) 
and many English Christians who moved here to 
escape persecution the imposition of unscriptural 
worship forced upon churches by the Church of 
England. 

In 1640-1646 Burroughs returned to England 
after the Long Parliament called a jubilee (against 
the King’s will).  It permitted Puritan ministers who 
were in exile to return home without consequence. 
During this period he received great recognition as a 
leading Puritan in London. He became pastor of two 
of the largest congregations in London, Stepney and 
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Jeremiah Burroughs, born in East Anglia in 1599, was 
the third of five children born to Francis Burroughs 
(a wealthy but  Godly man). Jeremiah was admitted 
to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, in 1617. It was 
here that he was tutored by Thomas Hooker, a fiery 
Puritan who freely denounced the sins of the King of 
England and in the presence of Judges before thou-
sands at Chelmsford. Under such influences and in 
the company of Thomas Goodwin,  Sidrach Simpson 
and William Bridge, whom he befriended in college, 
he graduated in 1621 with a BA and 1624 with a MA.  

Beeke, in Meet the Puritans, speaks of Burrough’s 
ministry falling into four parts.

In 1627-1631 he ministered in Bury, St Edmunds 
in Norfolk. There he  had a good ministry and 
was a very popular preacher along with Edmond 
Calamy. However, trouble came  in two ways. First-
ly, in 1630 Burroughs preached a sermon against 
the sin that greatly annoyed a high ranking official  
and Alderman (politician) because he was guilty 
of them. Many people ‘felt these transgressions 
should be overlooked in view of the man’s position’ 
(Simpson, A Life of Gospel Peace, p.30) The people 
were obviously not thinking Biblically as those in 
authority are to be even more accountable as they 
are examples and there are no privileges for the rich 
or high and mighty in Christ’s Church (James 2:1-6). 
Secondly, Burroughs and Calamy both refused to 
read King James’ ‘Book of Sports’ in the church!

Jeremiah Burroughs 
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St Giles, Cripplegate. He became known as the 
‘morning star of Stepney’ because he preached 
there at 7 am! He also preached before the ‘House 
of Commons’ and the ‘House of Lords’ several times. 

Jeremiah Burroughs was one the five ‘dissenting 
brethren’ in the Westminster Assembly. He was an 
Independent and defended independency of church 
government on the floor of the assembly with grace. 
He was a moderate independent who believed 
that the differences between Presbyterianism and 
Independency could be accommodated. He wanted 
‘variety and unity’, on his study door was written, 
‘variety of opinion and unity of opinion are not 
incompatible’ (Beeke, Meet the Puritans, p.119) 
Though he was a gracious and peaceful man, when 
the accommodation did not come he declared for In-
dependency.  On 9 March 1646 he said that presby-
teries were ‘coercive institutions and that he would 
rather suffer or emigrate than submit to presbyter-
ies’ (Beeke, Meet the Puritans pp.119-120). He uses 
the word ‘presbyteries’, in the Presbyterian usage, as 
a gathering of elders from a number of churches in a 
region of the country who meet as an authoritive 
body to tell local churches what to do. However, 
Burroughs, and Independency, did believe in the 

 local church.’ This is plainly the teaching of the New
Testament that each local church had a ‘presbuter-
ous’ (Acts 20: v 17). ‘The elders of the church at 
Ephesus’, was the presbytery (plural Elders) of the 
church (singular). So each local  church had a pres-
bytery. This is the sense of presbytery as Independ-
ants understood it.  (John Owen, Vol. 15). Beside 
all this Burroughs pursued peace and unity for the 
church all his life.  This peace and unity failed only 
with those who would impose by law that all church-
es be Presbyterian. On top of all this he has many 
published works.

Burroughs died in 1646 after falling from a horse 
and catching a fever and consumption. The last sub-
ject on which he preached was his ‘ Irenicum to the 
Lovers of Truth and Peace, an 
atempt to heal the divisions between 
believers’ (Beeke, Meet the Puritans p.120).

Richard Baxter said, ‘If all Episcopalians had been 
like Archbishop Ussher, all Presbyterians like Ste-
phen Marshall, and all Independants like Jeremiah 
Burroughs , the breaches of the church would soon 
have been healed’ (Beeke, Meet the Puritans, p.119).
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PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
Stephen Holland on The Battle For Women Bishops

The wide spread interest shown by the media in 
the recent gathering of the Church of England to 
decide whether or not to allow woman to become 
Bishops, was a rare look into the spiritual realm 
by an all too secular society. Maybe this was more 
to do with the rise of a feminist ideology, and an 
obsession with so called equality issues, than a 
sincere look into the spiritual concerns of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Either way, the meeting to-
gether of the three houses - the House of Bishops, 
the House of Clergy, and the House of Laity - was 
to see headlines appear in the national papers, and 
widespread live coverage given on national radio.

The final outcome? A rejection of women to the 
office of Bishop within the church’s ranks. The 
predicted response was of no surprise - scorn and 
ridicule by the majority; with cries of outdated, out 
of touch, and not in line with popular thought were 
to be heard. We even had calls for the decision to 
be looked into again and be overturned. Our own 
Prime Minister was even to put in his bid and plea! 
The actual results were a very close call, with both 
the houses of Bishops and Clergy voting in favour for 
the ordaining of woman bishops, while the House of 
Laity, narrowly voting against. A two thirds majority 
was required in all houses for the motion to be passed. 

One has a measure of sympathy and empathy 
with the many decidedly disappointed mem-
bers of the Church of England. After all, we 
all know what it is like to have our hopes and 
aspirations dashed. There really can be no place for 
triumphalistic gloating and rubbing salt, as it were, 
into the wounds of those hoping for change. Yet 
cries of bigot, narrow minded, deniers of equal-
ity, and relics belonging to a bygone age, are also 
to be rejected. After all, the Christian is to cham-
pion issues of equal rights are fair treatment for all.
Yet hard as it may be to convince a secular, media
 

driven society, the issues are really not one of
equality, fairness, or a person’s ability and gifts, but 
rather a deeply held theological conviction, spanning 
the entire history of the church of Jesus Christ. It is 
essentially an issue of headship & authority. The 
prime example is seen within the Trinitarian or-
der of the Godhead, where there is certainly no 
inequality or abuse of power. Within the Godhead 
the Son is subject to the Father. And as all orthodox 
Christians believe, the three Members of the Trinity 
are co-equal and co-eternal. The order of headship 
is seen within two great God ordained institutions 
on earth - marriage and the Church. This is laid out 
clearly in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 
‘For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church…as the Church is subject 
unto Christ, so let the wives…to their own husbands…’ 
(Eph.5v23-24). With reference to order in the church,  
the Bible states, ‘But I suffer not a woman to teach, 
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence (1 Tim.2v12). It is vital to note, lest we be in 
danger of adding to the text what is not there, that 
Paul establishes the reason for this prohibition. It 
had nothing to do with women talking too much in 
the assembly, even if some wish it were so! It goes 
back to God’s order of creation (v13). Who better 
to set the boundaries for order within the Church, 
than the Head of that Church -Jesus Christ! We bring 
upon ourselves confusion and possible destruction 
by seeking to re-arrange what God Himself has set in 
place. As of course can be seen all too clearly within 
the current issues in the Church of England. 

There are even more important issues at stake 
than the mere right of woman to stand alongside 
their male peers, with cries of ‘we are equal now!’ 
Although such does call into question those woman 
who hold a more conservative and traditional interpre-
tation of Scripture, or do not  aspire to such a position, 
or those simply not elected. Are they then not equal?
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More important still, would such a change not call 
into question the position of the true head of the 
Church - Jesus Christ? After all, the Apostle Paul, 
writing  under the divine inspiration and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit does say, “The husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church…” 
Note how Paul links in  1 Corinthian 14 headship in 
the Church and the home as belonging together. 
While Christ is the head of His Church, there can be  
no right of women to the office of Bishop

 

Cambridge Lecture 
Our Cambridge Lecture this year was on Mon-
day 19th November.  We met in the Round Church 
which is centrally located. The evening was chaired 
by Andrew Haylett who is one of the elders of Cam-
bridge  Presbyterian Church;  we appreciate very. 

  

much their support in organising this meeting
There were over twenty people at the meeting.  
Rev. Gary Brady (Childs-hill Baptist) spoke  very 
helpfully and warmly on 1662 the Great Ejection. 
He has recently written a very read-
able and accessible book on the subject.

He set the subject in its political and reli-
gious context. Then he gave three short biog-
raphies of three men affected directly by the 
Great Ejection. Firstly, he spoke on Thomas 
Manton (1620-1677) who was secretary to the
Westminster Assembly.  Joseph Alliene (1634-1668) 
the author of the book, ‘Alarm to the Unconverted’. 
Finally, Philip Henry (1631-1696) father of Matthew 
Henry the famous Bible commentator. Overall, peo-
ple seemed to enjoy this well balanced challenging 
lecture which  stirred our minds and warmed our 
hearts.  
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