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Unleash the 
Lion

Editorial by the Director of Ministry

Piers Morgan in a recent interview said, that the 
Bible was ‘inherently flawed and needed to be 
amended’. We should not be surprised at this latest 
attack upon the Word of God. The Bible has always 
been under attack. Mankind in his arrogance consid-
ers that he knows better than God. They conclude, 
like Piers Morgan, that God’s Word is outdated and no 
longer relevant to the changing needs of our society. 

The Bible alone, not the Church, and cer-
tainly not the changing fickle whims of soci-
ety, is the sole authority in all matters of faith and 
practise. This doctrine of the inspiration and 
authority of Scripture is the bedrock of the great 
confessions of the reformed faith and is embodied in 
most doctrinal statements of evangelical churches. 

The problem, however, is that in practice many 
churches have succumbed to the pressures of a 
secular and godless society and feel the need to 
change and amend their practices, and to ad-
just their message to accommodate the age in 
which we live.In other words, they have lost their 
confidence in the Word of God and have in real-
ity moved from the principle of ‘Sola Scriptura’. 

There is an urgent need for those who hold to ‘the 
faith once delivered to the saints’ (Jude 1:3) to re-
new their allegiance and their confidence in the 
Bible alone. Too many so called evangelicals are 
apologising for the Bible and ever trying to adjust its 
message to suit the changing notions of a sinful anti-
God society. The Bible is the inspired Word of God. 
Its truths are eternal, timeless and relevant to the 
spiritual and moral needs of our nation today. We 
need men in our pulpits who will stand unswervingly 
for the Bible and its full and complete authority. 

Let us heed the exhortation of Spurgeon in this 

regard: ‘We can be tolerant of divergent opin-
ions, so long as we perceive an honest intent to 
follow the Statute-book. But if it comes to this, 
that the Book itself is of small authority to you, 
then we have no need of further parley: ...If we 
are to have a church of God at all in the land, 
Scripture must be regarded as holy, and to be had 
in reverence’ (Spurgeon’s Sermons, Vol.31, p.3). 

Spurgeon was adamant about the authority of the 
Bible, because without it, there is no sure founda-
tion for the church. In a world where there are 
now no absolutes, the truth of God still stands 
as the touchstone in all matters of doctrine and 
morals. ‘Thy Word is settled in heaven.’ (Psalm 119:89) 
It is an unchanging Word, a firm foundation in an ever 
changing world. We need to regain our confidence in 
this Word against the backdrop of the godless socie-
ty to which we have the responsibility of proclaiming 
the gospel. We need to boldly declare, ‘For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek’ (Rom.1:16).

Confronted with the constant attacks upon the Word 
of God, Spurgeon, in his day, declared, ‘Defend the 
Bible? Would you defend a lion? Loose him; and let 
him go!’ (from the resurgence.com) Let us unleash 
the lion of God’s Word to do its own work in our na-
tion according to the eternal purpose of God, ‘for 
the Word of God is...powerful and sharper than any 
two-edged sword’ (Heb.4:12).
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In the 
news

Prominent British pastor declares support for gay 
marriage

A prominent evangelical pastor has taken the 
highly unusual step of publicly declaring his 
support for monogamous same sex relation-
ships in a decision which will send shock-
waves through Britain’s evangelical community.

His decision comes at a time of small but grow-
ing acceptance of homosexuality among some 
evangelicals. Earlier this month The Independ-
ent reported how a handful of evangelical 
pastors and churches were beginning to 
welcome gay followers with open arms but largely 
in secret for fear of the backlash it might create.

Rev. Chalke criticises Christianity’s traditional rejec-
tion of “faithful gay relationships” saying it has left 
far too many people feeling “vulnerable and isolat-
ed.”

“When we refuse to make room for gay people to 
live in loving, stable relationships, we consign them 
to lives of loneness, secrecy and fear,” the Baptist 
minister writes. “It’s one thing to be critical of a 
promiscuous lifestyle - but shouldn’t the Church 
consider nurturing positive models for permanent 
and so called same-sex homosexual relationships?”

He recognises many fellow evangelicals will be 
incensed by his stance. “Some will think that I have 
strayed from scripture - that I am no longer an 
evangelical,” he notes. “I have formed my view, 
however, not out of any disregard for the Bible’s 
authority, but by way of grappling with it and, through 
prayerful reflection, seeking to take it seriously.”

Fellow evangelicals who support a more 
tolerant approach towards homosexual-
ity have described Rev Chalke’s public dec-
laration as a potential “game changer”.

Christian woman wins landmark religious 
discrimination case over wearing cross at work

European Court judges ruled in January that a “fair 
balance” between competing rights was 
not struck when the British Courts had up-
held as lawful the policy of British Air-
ways to ban their staff from wearing crosses.

The European Court of Human Rights ruled that the 
desire of Nadia Eweida, an official of the airline’s 
check-in desk, to wear a visible cross was a “mani-
festation of her religious belief” and, as such, was 
a “fundamental right” protected by Article Nine 
of the European Convention of Human Rights.

“Where there is no evidence of any real 
encroachment on the interests of others, the 
domestic courts failed sufficiently to protect 
[Ms Eweida’s] right to manifest her religion.”

The Court awarded her damages of €2000 (£1660) 
with €30,000 (£25,000) costs.

The Court had been asked to adjudicate on four 
cases of religious discrimination rejected by British 
courts. The Court took a different view in the case 
of a nurse, Shirley Chaplin. The prohibition on wear-
ing a cross as a necklace was imposed on her by the 
Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust “to 
reduce the risk of injury when handling patients”.

The Court said: “The reason for asking her to remove 
the cross, namely the protection of health and safety 
on a hospital ward, was inherently of a greater magni-
tude than that which applied in respect of Ms Eweida.”
The judges said that “hospital managers were better 
placed to make decisions about clinical safety than 
a court.”

In two other linked cases, the court ruled 
against former Islington registrar Lillian Ladele,  
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dismissed for refusing to conduct civil partnerships; 
and Relate counsellor Gary McFarlane, dismissed 
over concerns about his attitude towards the provi-
sion of psycho-sexual therapy to same-sex couples.
In both cases, the judges said that Islington 
Borough Council and Relate’s policies were pursuing a 
“legitimate aim” of preventing discrimination to-
wards same-sex couples. As a result, there was a 
“wide margin of appreciation” open to the domestic 
authorities when weighing the competing rights, 
which the European judges ruled had not been 
exceeded.

Reaction to the judgment was swift. Prime 
Minister David Cameron tweeted: “Delight-
ed that principle of wearing religious symbols 
at work has been upheld - people shouldn’t 
suffer discrimination due to religious beliefs.”

The Archbishop of York, Dr Sentamu, welcomed 
the judgment, saying: “Christians are not obliged to 
wear a cross but should be free to show their love for 
and trust in Jesus Christ in this way if they so wish.

Dr Dave Landrum, director of advocacy for the 
Evangelical Alliance, warned that the judgment “has 
shown a hierarchy of rights now exists in UK law”. 
He remarked: “We hope that, in the light of today’s 
decision, employers, public bodies, and courts will 
seek to understand religious belief better, and build 
relationships with faith groups to help achieve this. 
The alternative of a society that is in perpetual legal 
conflict with itself is both undesirable and unsustain-
able.”

Girl Guides set to drop God and Queen from its oath

THE Guide Association has launched a consulta-
tion on whether to drop the traditional prom-
ise that asks girls to swear allegiance to God and 
the Queen. The Association says that an increas-
ing number of girls “struggled” with the wording.

When they join as Guides, Brownies, or Rain-
bows, girls have to promise: “I will do my best, to 
love my God, to serve the Queen and my country, 

to help other people and to keep the Guide law.”
The Chief Guide, Gill Slocombe, said this week: 
“The promise is Guiding’s beating heart - it’s the core 
expression of values, and the common standard that 
brings everyone in Guiding together. Over the past 
few years, we have heard from more and more girls 
and leaders who struggle with the wording, particu-
larly in interpreting what it really means to girls today.
Girlguiding UK is committed to retaining a prom-
ise that is in line with its original principles, but 
we know it’s crucial that girls and young women 
understand and believe in the words they say.”

The Guide Association is not an explicitly 
Christian organisation, although its values are 
rooted in Christian values of love and service to 
others. The consultation, which opened last Friday 
and continues until 3 March, is open to anyone in the 
general public, as well as members of the organisation.

The mention of God could be replaced with a prom-
ise to “search for the spiritual value in my life”, or 
“serve the Highest Truth and Love faithfully at all 
times”. Alternatives to the reference to the Queen 
include “be useful to my country” and “engage my-
self with responsibility in the community I live in”.

The National Secular Society has been campaign-
ing for the Guides and the Scouting Association to 
drop the mention of God from the promise, arguing 
that it excludes some children ( News, 26 October).

The review of the Guides’ promise has been 
initiated by its new chief executive, Julie Bent-
ley, and follows complaints from two families with 
no religious faith, who wanted their children to 
become Guides, but objected to the oath. Their 
cases were taken up by the National Secular Society.
The chief executive of Christian Concern, 
Andrea Minichiello Williams, said this week: 
“I think it is a great sadness when you lose 
that ethos: you lose what you believe in and 
the organisation ends up meaning nothing.

“Girlguiding values, like serving others, have 
their roots in a Christian outlook. But if you 
sever the roots, then the fruit will shrivel.”
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“This past year has been one of great 
celebration for many. The enthusiasm which 
greeted the Diamond Jubilee was, of course, 
especially memorable for me and my family.

“It was humbling that so many chose to mark the 
anniversary of a duty which passed to me 60 years 
ago. People of all ages took the trouble to take 
part in various ways and in many nations. But 
perhaps most striking of all was to witness the 
strength of fellowship and friendship among those 
who had gathered together on these occasions.

“Prince Philip and I were joined by our family on the 
River Thames as we paid tribute to those who have 
shaped the United Kingdom’s past and future as a 
maritime nation, and welcomed a wonderful array of 
craft, large and small, from across the Commonwealth.

“On the barges and the bridges and the banks of the 
river there were people who had taken their places to 
cheer through the mist, undaunted by the rain. That 
day there was a tremendous sense of common deter-
mination to celebrate, triumphing over the elements.

“That same spirit was also in evidence from the 
moment the Olympic flame arrived on these shores. 
The flame itself drew hundreds and thousands of 
people on its journey around the British Isles, and 
was carried by every kind of deserving individual, 
many nominated for their own extraordinary service.

“As London hosted a splendid summer of sport, all 
those who saw the achievement and courage at 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games were further 
inspired by the skill, dedication, training and team-
work of our athletes. In pursuing their own sport-
ing goals, they gave the rest of us the opportunity 
to share something of the excitement and drama.

“We were reminded, too, that the success of these 
great festivals depended to an enormous degree 
upon the dedication and effort of an army of volun-

teers. Those public-spirited people came forward in 
the great tradition of all those who devote themselves 
to keeping others safe, supported and comforted.

“For many, Christmas is also a time for com-
ing together. But for others, service will come 
first. Those serving in our armed forces, in 
our emergency services and in our hospitals, 
whose sense of duty takes them away from 
family and friends, will be missing those they love.

“And those who have lost loved ones may find this day 
especially full of memories. That’s why it’s important 
at this time of year to reach out beyond our familiar 
relationships to think of those who are on their own.

“At Christmas I am always struck by how the spirit of 
togetherness lies also at the heart of the Christmas 
story. A young mother and a dutiful father with their 
baby were joined by poor shepherds and visitors 
from afar. They came with their gifts to worship the 
Christ child. From that day on he has inspired people 
to commit themselves to the best interests of others.

“This is the time of year when we remem-
ber that God sent his only son ‘to serve, not to 
be served’. He restored love and service to the 
centre of our lives in the person of Jesus Christ.

“It is my prayer this Christmas Day that his example 
and teaching will continue to bring people together 
to give the best of themselves in the service of others.

“The carol, In The Bleak Midwinter, ends by 
asking a question of all of us who know the 
Christmas story, of how God gave himself to us in 
humble service: ‘What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were 
a wise man, I would do my part’. The carol gives the 
answer ‘Yet what I can I give him - give my heart’.

“I wish you all a very happy Christmas.”

The Queens’s Christmas Broadcast
2012
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This year marks the 450th anniversary of the 
Heidelberg Catechism, first published in 1563.
After Luther’s death in 1546, the Reformation came 
to Heidelberg.  Here, intense and violent controversy 
raged concerning the differing views of the presence 
of Christ in the Lord’s Supper. Frederick III, wanting 
to end these theological debates, decided to have 
a Confession of Faith crafted by two leading theo-
logians, Zacharias Ursinus, and Caspar Olevianus. 

The result was the Heidelberg Catechism. 

The Heidelberg Catechism is an impressive, 
precise, and yet warmly devotional theological work. 
The theology of the Confession is, in the main, 
that of pure evangelical Protestantism. The 
Heidelberg Catechism is full of gospel. It is noth-
ing less than a deeply moving, theologically care-
ful, biblically faithful exploration of God’s grace.
The National Synods adopted it as one of the Three 
Forms of Unity, requiring office-bearers to subscribe 
to it and ministers to explain it to the churches. The 
Heidelberg Catechism has been translated into 
many languages and was the most influential and 
the most generally accepted (truly ecumenical) 
of the several catechisms of Reformation times. 

The Heidelberg Catechism was later 
arranged into 52 sections, so that a section of the 
Catechism could be read and explained to the 
congregations  each Lord’s Day of the year.

The Catechism consists of 129 questions and 
answers. It is divided into three parts, following the 
outline of Romans.  The first section deals with the 
misery of humanity apart from Christ (Questions 3-11 
and Rom. 1:18-3:20). The second focuses on the re-
demption accomplished by and found in Christ alone 
(Questions 12-85 and Rom. 3:21-11:36). The third 
section is about thankfulness for the redeemed life 
and godly living (Questions 86-129 and Rom. 7-16).
The second part of the Catechism is the largest 
and contains an exposition of the entire 

Apostles’ Creed under the Trinitarian division of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

This historic confession is very much relevant in to-
day’s contemporary Christian scene. It addresses 
two areas of debate in the Church today, namely, the 
content of the Gospel, and the sovereignty of God.

1. The first question of the Heidelberg Catechism 
provides a powerful summary of the whole and 
glorious gospel:

‘Question 1. What is thy only comfort in life and 
death? Answer: That I with body and soul, both in 
life and death, am not my own, but belong unto 
my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ; who, with his 
precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my sins, 
and delivered me from all the power of the devil; 
and so preserves me that without the will of my 
heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head; 
yea, that all things must be subservient to my 
salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also 
assures me of eternal life, and makes me sincerely 
willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto him.’

2. While many Christians today view God’s 
guiding hand of providence as a threat, the 
Heidelberg Catechism sees the doctrine an essential 
element of the Christian’s confident trust in God:

‘Question 28: What advantage is it to us to know 
that God has created, and by his providence does 
still uphold all things? Answer: That we may be 
patient in adversity; thankful in prosperity; and 
that in all things, which may hereafter befall us, 
we place our firm trust in our faithful God and 
Father, that nothing shall separate us from his 
love; since all creatures are so in his hand, that 
without his will they cannot so much as move.’

The Heidelberg Catechism ought to be taught, read, 
memorized, and meditated on, by every Christian. 

The Heidelberg Catechism
450th Anniversary      by the Director of Ministry
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‘But now is Christ risen from the dead!’ Paul’s burst 
of triumph in  chapter 15:20 of his first letter to the 
Corinthians, must have served as a tonic to the 
bewildered and beleaguered Corinthians. They were 
beset all around with the everyday problems of 
family life, church life and social life, in a godless 
society.  The glorious future awaiting them had largely 
been crowded out and lost to view by these problems.

Does this sound familiar? Are you pre-occupied with 
just ‘coping’ with the realities of this life and intimi-
dated by the pressures of a secular, sceptical society?
The answer as Paul sets it out, is to bathe yourself in 
the glorious truth  of a crucified and risen Saviour.

By denying the truth of the resurrection of the 
body, the Corinthian believers, were in effect, 

striking a blow at the very heart of the whole plan of 
redemption. In separating Christ’s resurrection from 
their own, they were separating Christ from the 
very people He came to represent, which in effect 
would render the Gospel null and void! (vv. 13-19)
If we fail to truly appreciate the truth of the 
resurrection and its implications for us, we 
too will miss so much of the wonder of God’s 
great plan of redemption and will be robbed of 
much of the joy of being His - because we fail to 
see beyond our circumstances to the glorious 
world that awaits us as His people. (1 Pet.1:3-8)

Amidst the present struggle of life, we must ever 
keep in view that there is coming a day when God’s 
great plan of redemption will be finally realised - the 
Kingdom will be complete and will appear in its final 
glorious manifestation. And God will reign over all! 
This victory is ours in Christ now (v.57). This is the 
glory of the Gospel; sin and death conquered by the 
death of Christ upon the Cross. A death from which He 
arose the Victor and ever lives with the saints to reign!

Rejoice, for,  Christ is Risen from the dead!

British Church Newspaper
The Protestant Newspaper

16 Pages - Full Colour
Fortnightly*

Breaking news worldwide, correspondents in Ulster,
Scotland, Wales and England.
Jewish affairs correspondent.

Plus
Comment, letters, book reviews, devotional articles,

and
Dr Clive Gillis on Rome, past and present

£15 for 12 months (*average 24 issues), £9 for 6 months (*average 12 issues)
Cheque/PO to 'British Church Newspaper',

21 Thrift Close, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2LEJ. Tel:078 1886 5680

A Reflection on the Resurrection

‘But now is Christ risen from the dead!’ 

by the Director of Ministry
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BIBLE   LESSON •   MEMORY VERSE   •   ACTIVITIES 

God’s Special Book
We need rules so that there is order and purpose in 
whatever we do. God made us in his own image and 
gave us his rule book, the Bible, to teach us about 
God our Creator, about ourselves as sinners, how we 
might know God and come into a right relationship 
with him through his Son the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
how we might live to please him. 

So the Bible is a very important book. I am sure you 
have one, or there is one in your home. God wants 
you to read his book. When you read the Bible or 
someone reads it to you, something wonderful and 
very exciting is happening; God is speaking to you! 

We did not always have the Bible (God’s Word) in our 
own language. Men gave their lives to give us the 
Bible in our own language. The first man to translate 
the Bible into English was John Wickcliffe. (You can 
find out about him online or get a grown up to order a John 
Wickcliffe children’s workbook from our bookshop £3.50)

The Bible is an amazing book but the most important 
thing is that you read it. Start today and read a little 
part every day and listen to what God is saying to 
you. Here is a puzzle to get you started.

A Bible Sum
• Add the number of the strings of a certain musical in-

strument (Psalm 33:2)
• To the number of years the first King of Israel reigned 

(Acts 13:21)
• Now multiply by the number of people saved in the 

Ark (1st Peter 3:20)
• And divide by the number of large jars of water to be 

poured on the offering (1st Kings 18:33)
• From this answer subtract the number of cattle to be 

given in place of one ox stolen or killed (Exodus 22:1)

Did you know? The Bible was the 
first book taken into space and 
that it has been published in more 
languages, and read by more
people than any other book.

What is the best book you have ever read? What was 
it that made this book your favourite?

God has given us a very special book it is called the
B _  _  _  _

         

The Bible is the ‘inspired’ Word of God. That means 
every word of the Bible was spoken by God and is all 
true. The Bible tells us that, “all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” (2nd Tim.3:16) Jesus said of the 
scriptures, ‘Thy Word is Truth’ (John 17:17).

 Why do we need the Bible? Can you 
imagine a game of football without 
rules? Could a train run without 
tracks? Imagine driving where there 
was no Highway Code.

Bible fact file:
(From the answer bank below fill in the missing spaces)

 (27, New, 66, 30, Old)

• The Bible is one book made up of a library  of 
____ books.
• The word ‘Bible’ comes from a Greek word 
‘biblia’ which means ‘books’.
• The Bible is divided into two testaments 
called O _ _ and N _ _.
• The Old Testament has ____ books written 
originally in Hebrew.
• The New Testament has ____ books written 
originally in Greek.
• The Holy Spirit used over 40 human authors 
to write the books that make up the Bible.
• The Bible was written down over a period 
of about 1600 years.
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

March

Sunday 3rd
Monaghan, ROI, 3:30pm, DP
Mount Road Baptist, Hinckley Leics 
10:00am & 6:00pm, GM

Tuesday 5th
Knockbracken R P Church, 7:30pm, DP

Friday 8th 
Promised Land Academy, St Cedds hall 
London E13, 2:15pm, GM

Sunday 10th
New Cross Road Baptist Church, London, 
10:30am, DP
Pilgrim Tabernacle, Wood Green London 
10:00am & 6:00pm, GM
Bow Baptist Church, London. 10.30am, SH

Wednesday 13th
Aughnacloy Free Pres Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 20th
Banbridge Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
Ripon Evangelical. 7:00pm, SH

Thursday 21st
Zoar Strict Baptist, Bradford. 7:30pm, SH

Sunday 24th
Crumlin Evangelical Pres. Church, 
11:45am & 7:00pm, DP
Harrold and Carlton Beds 10.30am & 
6.30pm, GM

Tuesday 26th
Mount Merrion Free Presbyterian Church, 
Belfast, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 27th
Martyrs Memorial Free Presbyterian 
Church, Belfast, 8:00pm, DP
Belvedere Road, Liverpool, 8:00pm, SH

Sunday 31st
Larne R.P. Church, 11:30am, DP
Templepatrick Reformed Baptist Church, 
6:30pm, DP
Wickford Reformed Baptist, 6:00pm, GM

April
Friday 5th 
Pilgrim Homes Wellsborough Nuneaton, 
6:30pm, GM
Friends of PTS Prayer Mtg, Newtownards, 
8:00pm, DP

Sunday 7th 
Lighthouse Baptist Church, Shard End, 
Birmingham, 10:30am, DP
Providence Chp Rowley Regis, 2:45pm, DP
West Park Church, Wolverhampton, 
6:00pm, DP

Monday 8th 
Spring Meadow Baptist Church, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, 7.30pm, DP

Tuesday 9th 
Welcome Hall Evangelical Church, Catshill, 
Bromsgrove, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 10th 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Old Hill, Cradley 
Heath, 7:30pm, DP

Thursday 11th 
Dudley Baptist Church, 7:45pm, DP
Parbold Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, SH

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(Member,
Donaghadee 

Baptist Church)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Alisdair
MacLeod-Mair

Scotland
(Member,

Presbytery of Glasgow)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member, East Leake 
Evangelical Church)

Friday 12th 
Providence Baptist Blunham, 7:00pm, GM

Sunday 14th
Craigie Reformed Baptist Church, Perth. 
11:00am & 6:30pm, AM
Friston Baptist Church, Friston Suffolk 
10:45 & 2:00pm, GM

Tuesday 16th,
Ballygowan Free Pres Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 17th
Bangor Free Pres. Church, 7:45pm, DP

Sunday 21st 
Evington Baptist Church Evington Leics 
11:00am and 6:00pm, GM
Banbridge Baptist Church, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Wednsday 24th 
Bentley  Baptist Church 7:30pm, GM
Omagh Baptist Church, 8:00pm, DP

Thursday 25th 
Baptist Tabernacle Wellingborough 
7:30pm, GM

Saturday 27th
New Cumnock Evangelical, 2:00pm, SH

Sunday 28th 
Morton Baptist Church, Thornbury, 
(Gloucs) 10:30am & 6:00pm, GM
New Cumnock Evangelical, 11:00am & 
6:00pm, SH

Tuesday 30th,
Gortmerron Baptist Church, 8:00pm, DP
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Introduction

Who is at the centre of the Christian Gos-
pel? The answer is simple – Christ. What is the 
essence of the Gospel? Christ dying on the 
cross for sinners. Now any reading of the New 
Testament will reveal that the cross of Christ is 
central. 

Who Offered Himself? 

The name ‘Christ’ means, ‘anointed One’. The 
priests, prophets, and kings of the Old Testament 
were appointed of God, and anointed by God 
and men. Before time began, Christ was foreor-
dained to be the Redeemer of his covenant people. 

In the Old Testament the Levitical priesthood 
and the sacrificial system foreshadowed Christ’s 
office and ministry as the High Priest (Heb. 9:11, 24). 
The prophets foretold his incarnation, birth, minis-
try, death by crucifixion, resurrection, (Ps. 16:9-11) 
ascension and second coming.  

Christ himself foretold of his own death. In the gos-
pels his own words are recorded for us, ‘Ye know 
that after two days is the feast of the passover, and 
the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified’ (Matt 
26:2). So, we know from the prophets and the lips of 
Christ himself that he is the one who offered Himself. 

Where did He offer Himself? 

The place appointed by God was at Golgotha, 
otherwise known as Calvary. As Christ makes his way 
towards Calvary carrying his cross, he is on his way 
to His death. He willingly yielded to the cross and to 
laying down his life for his people. At Calvary, it is the 
Lord of glory, the Son of God, who is also truly man, 
who dies. 

Why did He offer Himself? 

Hollywood’s graphic portrayals of the death 
of Christ may give one an insight into how 
Jesus died, but they can never convey why he 
died. Why did Christ die? There are two dimen-
sions to this question, one from God’s perspec-
tive and the other because of man’s predicament. 

From God’s perspective, God is holy, righteous, 
pure and good. God created our first parents 
innocent but they sinned against God. God can-
not tolerate sin. We their heirs by nature inherit a 
corrupt sinful flesh. God’s holy displeasure is repulsed 
by man’s rebellion.  The Bible tells us God is angry with 
the wicked every day. Our sin incurs Gods holy 
displeasure and wrath. Sin deserves punishment. 
The Bible says, ‘all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God’ (Rom 3:23). Condemned sinners need 
a Saviour. God provided his Son to be the Saviour of 
sinners. Only Jesus, the sinless Son of God could be 
the Saviour of sinners. For he alone could satisfy the 
demands of God’s holiness, justice and wrath. He 
offered up himself as the only acceptable sacrifice 
to God.

Secondly, Christ offered Himself because of man’s 
predicament. The reason for our attitudes and 
rebellion is because of our sin.  We are conceived 
in sin and enter the world as sinners, living in 
rebellion against God. Our condition is sinful by 
nature and practice. Although we can be kind, 
generous, merciful and gracious, the heart of the 
problem is the problem of our hearts.  Our sin 
is deadly serious.  Sin is like a disease: it disables, 
deforms and left untreated leads to death (Rom 6:23). 
It is like paralysis which leaves us hopeless 
and helpless. Sin leaves us spiritually lifeless.
We need to be quickened by the Holy Spirit.
Sin cuts us off from God and leaves us under the

One Saviour, One Sacrifice 
(Heb. 9:26-28)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
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non-Christians and believers. He paid the penal-
ty for sin once so that sinners do not need to pay 
for their own sin. He offered Himself once, so the 
sacrifice for sin is valid for all time and eternity. He 
died once for sin and he will never die again. He 
was judged once for sinners so that we would not 
be judged. He bore our punishment once so that 
we would never bear it. He alone atoned for our 
sin for which we could never atone. There is noth-
ing left to do to earn salvation. He has done it all. 
Calvary is the only place where sinners can be 
forgiven, pardoned and reconciled to God. Unique 
to Christianity is that we have a Saviour who dies for 
our sins and rises again to bring us into fellowship 
with God. There is only one Saviour who is sufficient. 
No other sacrifice is sufficient. No other atonement 
is sufficient. There is no salvation outside of Christ, 
‘neither is there salvation in any other’ (Acts 4:12).

Now, for the believer, once is a wonder-
ful word! How should it affect us? Christ’s 
once only sacrifice stirs up holy affections and 
assures the believer of some precious realities. 
It fills us with love and devotion to Christ. Dear 
Christian, do you love Christ? Oh, think of what our 
dear Saviour went through once to save us from the 
wrath of God and the deserved punishment for our 
sin. It assures us of acceptance with God. It assures 
us of acceptance of our prayers. It assures us that 
gospel preaching will be effective. The Bible tells us 
that all those who will call on him and repent of their 
sins will be saved.  Thus we are assured that once 
God accepts us for Christ’s sake we will never be lost. 

Conclusion 

Let us remember that if we are not trusting in the 
one Saviour and his one sacrifice for sins then we 
are not saved. We either bear our punishment or 
believe on Christ who has paid for our sins once. 
Either he was judged in our place or we will bear 
the judgment for our sins eternally. There is no 
other Saviour and no other sacrifice sufficient. 
Jesus Christ offered himself to die once on a cross 
for our sins. He died once, never to die again. The Bi-
ble tells us that he will come again, not to die but to 
judge all people, and bring his dear people home to 
be with him forever. Will you be among them? Amen. 

dominion of Satan. This does not mean that 
we are as rebellious as we potentially could be. 
However, we live in a world that is increasingly 
turning sin into virtue and virtue into vice. The 
Bible says that ‘there is none righteous, no 
not, one’ (Rom 3:10). This includes the morally up-
right as well as the most malevolent of criminals. 
Every true Christian can echo the words of 
the Apostle Paul, ‘while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us’ (Rom 5:8). Christian, can you 
grasp what it meant for Him to become sin? 
In the words of the well-known hymn we say,

‘O make me understand it, 
Help me to take it in, 
What it meant to Thee, the Holy One,
To bear away my sin.’ 

Our text also tells us that Christ’s death was a sacri-
fice for sin. Christ gave Himself as a sacrifice. Now in 
human terms sacrifice often involves people giving 
up so much to achieve their goals and ambitions. One 
successful Olympian said she sacrificed everything 
and put her life on hold to train for the Olympics and 
win gold. The word sacrifice, as used of Christ’s death, 
means ‘offered as a substitute for another’. This word 
is used in the book of Hebrews eight times, five in 
reference to Christ (Heb. 7:27; 9:26; 10:5; 10:8; 10:12).  

How often was He offered?

Our text tells us that Christ was offered once (Heb. 
9:26, 28). One may ask, what about the Roman 
Catholic and Anglo-Catholic sacrifice of the mass? In 
Roman Catholic thinking the sacrifice of the mass is 
a re-enactment of Christ’s death, but it is a blood-
less sacrifice. It is actually undermining the cross 
of Jesus Christ and his redemption for sinners.  
According to the Catechism of the Roman Catholic 
Church regarding the Mass, the species of bread and 
wine is Christ’s body and blood, his sacrifice offered 
once (Roman Catholic Catechism, Paragraph 1353).
  
Many are deluded into thinking that Christ’s 
sacrifice needs to be re-enacted billions of times 
a year! This is a great tragedy - if only they real-
ised that Jesus died once and only once for sin!
From this text there are implications for both 
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Melville was born at Baldovy near Montrose on 
1st August 1545. Orphaned in infancy, Andrew was 
reared by his brother Richard, and under whose roof 
it soon became clear that Andrew was possessed 
of a keen mind and potential. His formative years 
of education were spent at the grammar school in 
Montrose where his proficiency in Latin, French and 
particularly Greek developed beyond his peers. In-
deed, when Melville arrived at St Andrews at the age 
of fourteen it was said that he embarrassed some of 
his professors with his ability in Greek.

St Andrews’ varied fields of study brought out the 
best in Melville to such an extent that one of his 
professors commented, ‘My silly fatherless and 
motherless boy, it is to witt (to guess) what God may 
make of thee yet’ (Melville’s Dairy, p.28). Having 
completed his education at the acclaimed Univer-
sity of Paris, Melville made for Geneva where within 
a very short period of time he assumed the Chair 
of Humanities at the invitation of Theodore Beza.

However, it was events unfolding in his native 
land, precipitated by John Knox’s death in July 
1572 (leaving the Scottish Church largely ‘leader-
less’ at a perilous juncture) that brought about 
Melville’s return in 1574.  On his departure, Beza

remarked, ‘The greatest token of affection the 
kirk of Geneva could show to Scotland was, that 
they had suffered themselves to be spoiled of Mr. 
Andrew Melville’ (John Howie, Scots Worthies, 
http://www.reformation-scotland.org.uk/scots-wor-
thies/andrew-melville/ (1/1/10))

Knox’s mantle fell upon Melville at this stage, as 
Elijah’s had done upon Elisha, with the work of 
reformation only half done. His struggle with King 
James (VI/I) of Scotland and England might not have 
received the same notoriety as had Knox’s with 
Mary Queen of Scots, but it was no less intense or 
important. James, with his generic-Stuart antipathy 
to Presbyterianism in favour of the more ‘monarch-
friendly’ Episcopalians, was accused by Melville 
of ‘erecting a new popedom’. In a letter to Beza, 
Melville cites the mindset of the King and his court; 
‘they complain that if episcopacy be abolished the 
state of the kingdom will be overturned; if pres-
byteries be established the royal authority will be 
diminished; if ecclesiastical goods are restored to their 
legitimate use the royal treasury will be exhausted…
they also insist that the sentence of excommunica-
tion shall not be held valid until it has been approved 
by the king’s council’ (The Life of Andrew Melville, by 
Thomas McCrie, 1819, Balckwood, Edinburgh, Vol.1 
p.201).

As Moderator of the General Assembly of 1582, 
Melville summed up in his sermon how he understood 
these royal contentions, saying they are attempts to 
‘pull the crown from Christ’s head, and wrest the 
sceptre out of his hand’. The Assembly’s subsequent 
Remonstrance, delivered by Melville, was challenged 
by the Earl of Arran’s question, ‘Who dares sub-
scribe these treasonable articles?’ To which Melville 
bravely replied, ‘We dare, and will render our lives in 
the cause’ (The Life of Andrew Melville, by Thomas 

Puritan Profile
Andrew Melville 1545 - 1622

Andrew Melville

1545 - 1622

by

Rev. John Coates
Kellswater Reformed 
Presbyterian Church
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McCrie, 1819, Blackwood, Edinburgh, Vol.1 p273).

Summonsed by the Privy Council in February 1584 
on the charge of treason, with the King James in at-
tendance, the King accused Meliville of taking upon 
himself a singular boldness in his preaching. To 
which Melville pointing at his Bible replied, ‘These 
are my instructions: see if any of you can judge of 
them, or show that I have passed my injunctions’. 
The Earl of Arran interrupted, ‘Sire, he scorneth 
your Majesty and the Council’. ‘Nay (said Melville) 
I scorn not, but am in good earnest’ (John Howie, 
Scots Worthies, http://www.reformation-scotland.
org.uk/scots-worthies/andrew-melville/ (1/1/10)).

For this he was imprisoned in the Blackness jail-
house, though he subsequently escaped to London, 
only returning to Scotland when the erratic James 
seemed (by the introduction of various measures in 
the early 1590s) to soften in his autocratic stance.
That these encouraging measures were about to 
be overturned again caused the General Assembly 
to send a delegation to a Convention King James 
was holding in Falkland. It was there as unwelcome 
guests that the famous incident took place in which 
Melville, grabbing the sleeve of the King’s garment 
and addressing him as ‘God’s silly vassal’ went on, 
‘Sire, I must tell you, that there are two kings and 
two kingdoms in Scotland: there is King James, the 
head of the Commonwealth, and there is Christ 

Jesus, the Head of the Church, whose subject King
James VI is, and of whose kingdom he is not a head, 
nor a lord, but a member.’ (John Howie, Scots Wor-
thies, http://www.reformation-scotland.org.uk/
scots-worthies/andrew-melville/ (1/1/10))

Melville’s straight talking seemed to quell James’ 
manoeuvrings though he obviously never forgot it. 
Emboldened by being crowned King of England with 
his throne removed many hundreds of miles away 
from the heat of Scottish Presbyterians, James sum-
monsed Melville to appear before him in London in 
1606 under the guise of ecclesiastical discussions. 
Soon he was in the Tower of London and eventually 
exiled to Sedan, in France, where he lived out his re-
maining days until his death in 1622.

Andrew Melville’s name is not so well 
known as that of Knox. However, as a con-
tributor to the Reformation in Scotland, 
it is said that Andrew Melville merits equal 
consideration with Knox. He proved to be a worthy 
successor, equal if not greater in intellect, a reformer 
of the educational system, a defender of the rights 
of the Church of Jesus Christ and one who suffered 
for his loyalty to Christ, a man of immense courage.

How prophetic the words of his old tutor were 
after all; ‘My silly fatherless and motherless boy, it is 
to witt (to guess) what God may make of thee yet’. 

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize

School of Theology

Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks and discussions are held at the PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London. 
They start promptly at 1:10pm and finish at 1:45pm. Talks are currently based on: 

‘New City Catechism’
Tea and coffee provided. 

Monthly Prayer Meetings

Our monthly Prayer Meeting at the PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London, is now held on 
1st Thursdays at 1-2pm. All are welcome to join us in praying for church and nation.
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The exploration of relation between evangelism 
and the Word of God basically requires consid-
eration of three issues: (1) what is evangelism; 
(2) what is involved in doing evangelism; and 
(3) can evangelism be divorced from Scripture?
 
1. What is evangelism?

The terms ‘evangelical’ and ‘evangelism’ have their 
source in the Greek word ‘euangelion’. The term 
‘euangelion’ originally meant the reward offered 
to a messenger who brought news of victory in 
battle. By a natural transference it came to mean 
the content of the message he brought, that is, not 
simply news, but good news. This Gospel must be 
proclaimed. God has ordained that the means by 
which it is to be made known is through preaching. 
‘For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the fool-
ishness of preaching to save them that believe’ 
(1 Cor.1:21). Jesus’ own ministry was to preach the 
Gospel, ‘Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the king-
dom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel’ (Mark 1:14-15). Before the Lord ascended 
into heaven he charged his disciples in the Great Com-
mission to preach the Gospel throughout the world, 
‘And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature’ (Mark 16:15).

The word ‘preaching’ in evangelical discourse 
refers to the declaration of the Gospel. ‘I declare 
unto you the gospel’ (1 Cor. 15:1). The content of the 
Gospel is given in the words of Christ to his disciples 
in Luke 24:44-48, ‘And he said unto them, These 
are the words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the proph-
ets, and in the psalms, concerning me. And said 

unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
day’. This message in all the Scriptures, centred on 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus 
then told his disciples that this Gospel was to be 
propagated by preaching, ‘And that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem’ (v 47).

Evangelism then, in its Biblical sense, as Al Martin 
explains, is ‘communicating by words the God-
revealed truth contained in the Scrip-
tures, which are foundational for an under-
standing of the Person and work of Christ.’ 

2. How is evangelism to be done?

Churches and professing Christians commonly 
assume that evangelistic methods are determined 
either by the church or the individual. There is a 
growing disposition that  anything is legitimate when 
used to convey the ‘gospel’ -  gospel concerts, dance, 
drama to movies, and street theatre are all increas-
ingly   regarded  within the ‘evangelical community’ 
as  legitimate tools of evangelism. Sports evange-
lism, T-shirt evangelism and showbiz evangelism 
are common-place. This mentality is reflective of 
contemporary culture – a culture  in which 
antinomianism, individualism, pragmatism and 
anti-authoritarianism rule. 

In the attempt to accommodate passing intel-
lectual fashions in the pursuit of ‘relevance’, the 
church and professing believers have become an-
tinomian, individualistic and pragmatic in their ap-
proach to evangelism.  Contemporary approaches 
to evangelism are significantly divorced from con-
sideration of what is normative in the teaching 
of Christ as the head of the church and its builder  
for the right method of evangelism. Those who 

The Word of God and Evangelism
a Biblical examination of today’s evangelistic methods

by Pastor Trevor Kirkland of Templepatrick Reformed Baptist Church
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question their legitimacy of current trends in 
evangelicism are deemed guilty of actually causing 
offence.  

How then should the Church evangelise? To 
answer this question we must look to the 
Bible alone. In the Scriptures we have a four-
fold pattern of the primacy of the spoken word.

1. The example of God Himself

The primary mode of God’s revelation is verbal. In 
Deuteronomy 4:12-13, we read, ‘And the Lord spake 
unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the 
voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye 
heard a voice. And he declared unto you his cov-
enant…’ In Deuteronomy 18:18, God said, ‘I will 
raise them up a Prophet from among their breth-
ren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command him’.

2. The example of Old Testament prophets

The prophets whom God raised up, as he promised, 
went throughout the land declaring the Word of the 
Lord, ‘Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying,’ (Jeremiah 1:4 see also 2:1, 9:19, 10:1, 11:1, 
Isaiah 1:10, 2:3, 28:14). This spoken word often 
included the exhortation to the people to, ‘hear 
the Word of the Lord’ (Ezekiel 6:3, Hosea 4:1). In 
Nehemiah 8:4 we are told that Ezra stood on a 
pulpit of wood, and that, ‘he opened the book’(v.5).

3. The example of Christ

The Lord Jesus was the master evangelist. He began 
his earthly ministry by preaching the Gospel around 
the shores of Galilee as Mark records, ‘Now after 
that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, And 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel’ (Mark 
1:14,15). The Lord also had a strategy for proclaim-
ing the Gospel. Jesus went in an orderly fashion, 
according to a particular plan, from village to village 
and from city to city to preach the Gospel of the 
Kingdom.

4. The example of the early church

On the day of Pentecost the disciples begin to ful-
fil the Great Commission and in Acts 2 we read that 
Peter stood up and ‘preached’ saying, ‘heark-
en to my words’ (v.14), and ‘with many 
other words did he testify and exhort’ (v.40). 

They did not use song, dance or drama, but preached 
the Gospel. 

3. Can Evangelism be done without Scripture?

It will come as no surprise to learn that much of 
the professing church seeks to ‘evangelise’ not only 
without reference to the Bible but in ways con-
trary to the revealed will of God and often without 
any declaration of the message of the Bible. Many 
churches and professing Christians believe that 
the Word of God is not necessary or essential to 
the work of evangelism or for a sinner to be saved. 

We live and witness in a society that has for the most 
part rejected the Word of God. Our culture questions 
the validity of absolutes and the church responds 
with entertainment. Our culture rejects exclusivity 
so the church responds with social activities – charity 
work, environment outings to clean up local beaches, 
teaching English in China, mother and  toddler groups. 
Our culture questions the authenticity of Christian 
doctrine and the church responds with charismatic 
miracles, health, wealth and prosperity psychology.

What we are witnessing is the rise of inclusivism. For 
example, Pope John Paul VI – ‘all who live a good and 
just life will be saved: those who bear lovingly the 
sufferings of life will enter the Kingdom of God’. 
Society is generally tolerant of religion so long as it 
is not exclusive. So our diverse multicultural society 
accepts that there are many ways to God. But of course 
this is contrary to the Word of God. The Bible declares 
that there is but one true and living God and one way 
to know him – through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life, 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me’ (John 
14:6). Jesus also told his disciples that they were 
to preach that ‘repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations.’
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 Paul’s exhortation to the young pastor Timothy was, 
‘but continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righteousness’ (2 Tim.2:14-
16). Paul added that Timothy should ‘Preach the 
Word’ (2 Tim.4:2). That word was ‘the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim.3:15).

Paul told the believers at Corinth that the 
message he declared was the ‘gospel… by 
which also ye are saved,’ and which he had first 
received as the message of ‘how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; And that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures’ (1 Cor. 15:1-4).  

Paul’s argument in Romans 10 is that for anyone to 
believe and be saved, they must hear. But in order 
to hear, there must be preaching. In order for that, 
a preacher must be sent, for, ‘Faith comes by hear-
ing and hearing by the word of God’(Romans 10:17).

What is preached has its source in Scripture.

So how are we to respond to the clear biblical 
pattern that the God-ordained means of reaching 
the lost is through the ‘foolishness of preaching’?
If one proposes that evangelism can be 
carried out without the Bible then there is no 
place for the Bible. For those who hold to the 
Scriptures and believe that God’s ordained means 
of evangelism is through preaching the truth as 
revealed by God in his Word then it is imperative 
that such refuse  to be party to evangelism based 
on non-Scriptural methods, either formally or in-
formally, in the meeting house or on the street.

The proper approach to evangelism is to actively 
support the printing, publishing, and distribution 
and preaching of the Word of God. Encourage and 
support those who are committed to Bible-based 
preaching without gimmicks: puppets, showbiz, 

and the like. It is vital that the church and individual 
Christians regain confidence in the Word of God. 
The Reformers and the Puritans neither engaged in 
crusades, revival meetings, musical events, drama-
tization, street theatre, nor any of the multiplic-
ity of gimmicks. Yet through the preaching of the 
Word of God alone, they transformed the state, 
society and nation. What was the key to their suc-
cess? They had the Bible and preachers who be-
lieved it, congregations who believed it and lived by 
it. For example, it is said that when Richard Baxter 
arrived at Kidderminster, he found that there was 
scarcely a house where there was a Bible or where 
prayer was made. When he left, there was scarcely 
a house where the Bible wasn’t read. In the Scot-
tish Reformation, one of the first things passed by 
the General Assembly was that everyone was to 
have a copy of the Bible. Ministers were charged 
with checking that there was a Bible in every parish!

So the challenge is to us. What today’s church 
needs is not gimmicks but Christians who live 
and talk the Christian life and ministers and pas-
tors who preach the Gospel. In John 1 we read, 
 
One of the two which heard John 
speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first findeth his own 
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus 
beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpreta-
tion, A stone. The day following Jesus would go forth 
into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, 
Follow me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and 
saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Naza-
reth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, 
Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip saith unto him, Come and see (John 1:40-46).

In Acts 8 the scattered believers went everywhere 
‘preaching the word’. The great need of our day and 
generation is to declare the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to a lost and perishing world. 
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‘For I could wish that I myself were cursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers’ 
(Romans 9:3). Is there any other statement that a 
Christian has made demonstrating the nature of 
gospel love? Here is the length to which love for 
our souls will go. Extraordinary grace! Paul could 
look at his fellow countrymen whom he loved. He 
could see the Sea of Galilee and its fishing boats, 
the city of Jerusalem on its hills, the old women 
sitting and talking together, the children playing 
their games, the Sabbath day and walking to the 
synagogues, the psalms they sang together, the 
sound of the Aramaic language in which they spoke 
to one another, and his heart swelled with love 
for them. He wanted them to be saved from their 
unbelief; he wanted them delivered from the conse-
quences of considering Christ a lying blasphemer who 
got what he deserved. He wanted them rescued from 
hell by the same grace of God that had delivered him.
 
But Paul’s love for his Jewish brothers went 
beyond that kind of affection that we feel for our 
green and pleasant land. Grace had intensified his 
love for them making it as yearning as a mother’s 
love for her abducted child. He actually wrote, “For 
I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my brothers” (v.3). In the 
heart of Paul there is an echo of what Moses experi-
enced at Mount Sinai. You will remember how, after 
receiving the Ten Commandment, he came down 
the mountain to find the people worshipping a gold-
en calf. Naked men were dancing around the statue 
of a cow and singing that this was the god who had 
brought them out of Egypt. What an outrageous sin 
these people had committed: it would be like finding 
your wife in bed with the best man on your wed-
ding day. Moses has been on the mountain, signing 
the register; God has entered into covenant with 
his people; but when Moses comes down from that 

trysting place of a blessed relationship where heav-
en’s love and justice had met, the people who had 
been sprinkled with the blood of the lamb  - those 
very people at the foot of the mountain were com-
mitting spiritual adultery. That is the nature of sin, of 
course: it is not simply a case of breaking a few rules; 
it is breaking God’s heart, trampling upon God’s love.
 
Then we read of one of the sublime acts of man. 
On the next day Moses decided to start back up the 
mountain away from the idol of the cow of gold in 
order to speak to the Lord and find mercy for the 
people; ‘Moses said to the people, “You have com-
mitted a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; 
perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” So 
Moses went back to the Lord and said, “Oh, what a 
great sin these people have committed! They have 
made themselves gods of gold. But now, please 
forgive their sin - but if not, then blot me out of 
the book you have written.”’ (Exodus 32:30-32)

The original Hebrew is most poignant; it is a sigh, 
a groan, a cry. You see the sentence that has no 
ending – ‘please forgive their sin’. Then there’s a 
hyphen for its punctuation. It’s a sentence spoken 
to God, but cut short, strangled in the middle with 
the sobs of a man. He needed to take some deep 
breaths to ask for an impossible act to be done to 
him by Jehovah, to ask God to send him to hell, if 
only the people might be spared the righteous judg-
ment of God for what they’d done. The just wrath of 
a sin-hating God was hanging over the people, and 
Moses interposed himself between them and God, 
so that Moses might be the one making atonement 
for them, and so he gains some composure and he 
cries, ‘Blot me out of the book you have written,’ 
longing that judgment might be averted from them – 
Moses was actually prepared to receive it in their 
place. He was willing to swap places with these people.

‘BIBLICAL COMPASSION’ -
THE NEED OF THE HOUR

by Pastor Geoff Thomas, Alfred Place Baptist Church, Aberystwyth
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Now we know that Moses was neither permitted nor 
able to do that, but the Lord Christ actually did that. 
At the cross Jesus took the place of sinners. Paul 
says he was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).
You name it, he became it: everything that shocks 
us; everything we recoil from – the murder of a 
little girl; everything that horrifies us; everything we 
would be so ashamed for anyone to know about - 
he became it, he took it all upon himself. Without 
becoming a sinner himself, he became sin. He was 
made sin for us. He literally went through hell for 
us. God covered Golgotha in darkness. Paul says 
Jehovah Jesus was made a curse for us, for ‘Cursed 
is everyone who is hung on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13).
 
Now look at our text. Do you see what is happen-
ing here in these opening verses of Romans 9? The 
Spirit of Jesus is in Paul yearning over the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. He is wishing that the judg-
ment that hangs over defiant Jesus-hating Jews could 
fall on him. He longs that they be spared by his being 
made sin and the curse - in their place. Paul knew 
that that could not be for Moses; the great patriar-
chal leader could not become their substitute, and 
he knows that he cannot die for them either. Nei-
ther Moses nor Paul could be the Saviour of mankind 
because they were both nothing more than fallen 
men. Moses was a sinner; in fact he was a killer. 
God had delivered the Ten Commandments into this 
world by the hands of a man who had shed blood. 
Paul was also a sinner, and he too had been party 
to taking human life. Neither of them could die in 
the place of others for they both needed atonement 
for their own sins. Both men knew that only through 
a sinless substitute, holy, harmless, undefiled and 
separate from sinners, could they be pardoned. 
There is only one name under heaven given amongst 
men whereby we must be saved. Only one way to 
God; no one goes to the Father pardoned and healed 
and reconciled except by him. The sinless Son of God 
alone is eligible and qualified to die for others. What 
love for his fellow countrymen Paul had. They need-
ed pardon and forgiveness. They had rejected the 
Messiah. Was there anyone else who could pay 
the price they would have to pay? ‘Could it be 
me?’ he thinks. ‘I wish it could be me.’ That is 
how he says it: ‘wish I could be cut off in their 
place.’ That is the tenderness of a true evangelist. 

Romans chapter 9 is considered to be a passage 
that speaks of the sovereignty of God exclusively, 
but it begins with this ache in the heart of a lov-
ing man who would lay down his life that others 
might live. It is a glorious insight into the most com-
plete evangelist that the world has ever known.
 
The key to a real God-blessed evangelist is preemi-
nently what he is, not what he says and certainly not 
what methods he employs. What is he as a man, as 
a follower of Jesus, as one who loves the people to 
whom he speaks? What is he in his heart? What is he 
on his knees before God, where that holy One who 
blesses by accompanying his word with saving pow-
er alone can see him? Is he full of tenderness and 
yearning compassion and longing that people should 
be saved from hell? Ray Steadman once asked a con-
gregation why they’d got rid of their pastor. ‘Well’, 
they said, ‘he kept telling us that we were going to 
hell.’ ‘But doesn’t your new pastor tell you that?’ 
asked Steadman. ‘Oh yes, he tells us that, but when 
he speaks to us it sounds like it breaks his heart. He’s 
not glad about it.’ Let me ask you this. When you 
think of your nearest and dearest, those closest to 
you who are rejecting the Lordship of Jesus over 
them, does it break your heart? What a burden that 
people who are bound to us by close ties are lost.
 

Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved.

(Romans 10:1)
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Ernest Kevan
Leader in twentieth century British Evangelicalism,

Paul E. Brown

Paperback 294pp 
Banner of Truth Trust £8.00

Ernest Kevan is best known as the founding prin-
cipal of London Bible College, or London School 
of Theology as it is now called. He was also the 
author of a significant work on the Puritan theology 
of the law, entitled, The Grace of Law. Beyond those 
two facts, I don’t suppose many readers will know 
much about the subject of this first-rate biography. 
I certainly didn’t. Paul Brown has done the Chris-
tian world a service in rescuing Ernest Kevan from 
a measure of undeserved obscurity. The author 
studied at the London Bible College under Kevan. 

Brown delves into Kevan’s family history and charts 
the spiritual influences that by God’s grace helped 
to make him the man he was. Before becoming prin-
cipal of London Bible College, Kevan was a Strict 
Baptist pastor. The Lord’s blessing was evident in the 
churches where he preached. Kevan was keen to en-
gage the communities that surrounded the churches 
he served, offering practical help to those in need as 
well as proclaiming the gospel. Although he and his 
wife, Jennie, were not blessed with children, Ernest 
had a great heart for little ones and his children’s 
talks were legendary for their clarity and winsome-
ness.

Kevan was an important figure in the resurgence of 
Evangelical and Reformed Christianity in the post-
war period. What Martyn Lloyd-Jones was doing 
in his Westminster Chapel pulpit, Kevan was doing 
from his London Bible College lectern. Both men ex-
posed a new generation to the riches of Puritan and 
Reformed theology. That’s not to say that Kevan and 
Lloyd-Jones always agreed. The former was more 
comfortable working with the theologically mixed 
denominations than the latter. Lloyd-Jones was 

critical of London Bible College offering the London 
University approved BD degree. The Westminster 
Chapel preacher would have nothing to do with the 
Billy Graham Crusades of the 1950s. Despite Kevan’s 
misgivings concerning Graham’s appeals for people 
to come forward and make a profession of faith, he 
penned some useful booklets that helped to ground 
new converts in the faith. While the ‘Doctor’ de-
clined invitations to speak at the Keswick Conference 
due to its adherence to a faulty doctrine of sanctifi-
cation, Kevan spoke there on a number of occasions. 
His addresses on Romans encouraged the confer-
ence to move away from its traditional ‘Higher Life’ 
teachings. 

At Kevan’s memorial service John Stott remarked on 
his ‘strength and gentleness’, two qualities that are 
not always found in the same person. Kevan was a 
scholar with a pastor’s heart, the best kind of man 
to lead a Bible College. At a time when evangelical 
scholarship was virtually regarded as a contradiction 
in terms, he showed that it is possible to be theo-
logically conservative and intellectually rigorous. He 
was indeed a key leader in twentieth century British 
Evangelicalism. His bold, yet gracious witness to the 
truth should not be forgotten. 

Guy Davies 
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Francis Schaeffer,

Mostyn Roberts.  

EP Books 144 pp. £5.99

Part of EP’s Bitesize Biographies Series, this 
book is an introduction to Schaeffer’s teach-
ing and writing as well as an outline biogra-
phy.  This is entirely appropriate as many read-
ers will meet Schaeffer primarily in his writings. 

There is enough information to help the reader 
contextualise Schaeffer’s thought in the issues 
he faced in the last century.  We observe him bat-
tling liberalism in American Presbyterianism then 
wrestling with the markedly different twenti-
eth century evangelical cultures of North Amer-
ica and Europe where he founded the L’Abri 
Fellowship before returning to the States and en-
gaging in some of its late century ethical issues. 

This is an ideal book to read before launching into 
one of Schaeffer’s works.  As we move further away 
from the twentieth century it becomes increasingly 
important to remember the issues that its evangeli-
cal leaders faced so that their writings can be appre-
ciated in a new generation.   The mindset of the youth 
of the sixties to whom Schaeffer ministered is the 
mindset that inhabits the corridors of power today.

John Roberts
High Wycombe Evangelical
Baptist Church

I can learn about God: In easy words and pictures,

Kenneth N. Taylor

Hardcover: 208 pages
Publisher: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; Updated

Reading level: Ages 4 and up 

A friend gave us this book as 
a gift after my husband and I 
had mentioned that we want-
ed a book for our two-year-old 
daughter which explains the 
fundamentals of the Christian 
faith.  I Can Learn About God is 
just the type of book we were 
looking for.  It contains many 
Bible stories which are followed 

by thought provoking questions and it explains sim-
ply and comprehensively about God, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, the Bible, the church and many other subjects 
which are important to discuss with children learn-
ing about faith.  The book has big, beautiful and 
bright pictures which go with every story and subject 
covered.  I hope to be using I Can Learn About God 
with my daughter for many years to come.  She has 
already learned a lot from it and I look forward to 
future conversations that this book will bring about.

Elisabeth Wright

‘The end to which good men’s librar-
ies finally come is a melancholy subject. 
Few things are so loved by some, and 
despised and neglected by others, as books, 
and specially theological books.’  J.C. Ryle
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Reading of Scripture

The Five Solae of the Reformation can be regarded 
as brief declarations of our Protestant beliefs: Sola 
scriptura, by Scripture alone; Sola fide, by faith 
alone; Sola gratia, by grace alone; Solo Christo, 
through Christ alone; Soli Deo gloria, glory to God 
alone. This summary of our faith will surely be 
reflected in our lives, our witness and in our worship.
 
It may be anecdotal, but I hear that in some 
Protestant churches very little of God’s Word is 
actually read during the public acts of worship 
on the Lord’s Day. In some cases only one chapter 
from the Bible is read. In worse cases only the text 
to be preached on is read just before the sermon.
 
On the 3 February 1645, the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland in its 10th Session of that 
Assembly adopted the Westminster Directory of 
Public Worship. In the section entitled Of Publick 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures, the Directory 
recommends that during each meeting for wor-
ship, ‘one chapter of each Testament be read’.
The Directory further recommends, ‘It is req-
uisite that all the canonical books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better 
acquainted with the whole body of the Scriptures’.
 
In those churches where worship may be described 
as liturgical, there is provision made for, ‘all the 
canonical books [to] be read over in order.’ Such is 
the case in the Church of Scotland, although possibly 
not followed by many congregations. The Introduc-
tion to the Book of Common Order of the Church of 
Scotland (1994), explains that the lectionary cho-
sen is the Revised Common Lectionary (1992). It is 
arranged in a three year cycle; Year A concen-
trates on Matthew, year B on Mark, and year C on 
Luke. The Gospel of John is read each year. Each 
Lord’s Day there are also readings from the Old 
Testament, Acts and the Epistles, and the Book of 

Psalms. If the Psalm was sung it would be a step 
towards fulfilling Colossians 3:16 ‘with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thank-
fulness in your hearts to God.’ Following this 
three year cycle would be a means of combating 
the decline of biblical literacy amongst our folk.
 
However, we are surely not satisfied with read-
ing the Scriptures only during worship services. 
We must encourage our folk to read the Bible for 
themselves at home. There are various schemes 
for organising reading through the Bible in a year. 
May I recommend one I have followed for many 
years? Robert Murray McCheyne of Dundee 
devised such a reading plan. Two columns in the 
plan are labelled ‘Family’ and two labelled ‘Secret’. 
The Scriptures listed in the ‘Family’ columns are 
to be read in family devotions (possibly another 
topic for a later article), and those in ‘Secret’ col-
umns should be read privately, in personal devo-
tions. If we were to read one of the four lists with 
the aid of a commentary such as that of Matthew 
Henry, then in four years we would have studied the 
entire Bible with the help of that great commentator.
 
Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the as-
sembly of men, women and all who could listen 
with understanding, on the first day of the seventh 
month. He read from it before the square which was 
in front of the Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of men and women, those 
who could understand; and all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law (Nehemiah 8:2-3).
 
‘O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.’ 
(Psalm 119:97)
 
‘Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I might 
not sin against Thee.’ (Psalm 119:11)

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
Alisdair MacLeod-Mair on ‘Reading of the Scripture’
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