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THE 
CORONATION

Editorial by the Director of Ministry

This year our nation celebrates sixty years since the 
coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on 2 
June 1953. 

During her coronation the Queen pledged that, 
with the help of God, she would, to the utmost of 
her powers, ‘maintain the laws of God’; the true 
profession of the Gospel;’ and the Protestant 
Reformed religion established by law’.

Queen Elizabeth has enjoyed a long and 
glorious reign since her coronation sixty years 
ago. However, her reign will come to an end. 
Yet there is another Monarch whose reign 
is everlasting. He is Jesus, the King of kings. 
Following his ‘once for all’ sacrifice for sin, Jesus was 
raised from the dead in the power of an endless life. 
He ascended into heaven where he was enthroned 
at God’s right hand.  Peter, in his first epistle, speak-
ing of Christ says, ‘Who is gone into heaven, and is 
on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him’ (1 Pet. 3:21-22).
The Scriptures also tell us that Jesus Christ is the 
‘blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling 
in the light which no man can approach unto; whom 
no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be hon-
our and power everlasting. Amen’ (1 Tim. 6:15-16).

The enthronement of Jesus Christ was pronounced 
by the Father in Psalm 110 as a reward for the 
Son’s obedience, suffering and death on the cross. 
Christ’s coronation was the vindication of the 
satisfaction, completeness and all-sufficiency of his 
saving work upon the cross for sinners: ‘God … Hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 
he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of 

his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when 
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high’ (Hebrews 1:1-3). 
‘But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 
his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified’ (Heb. 10:12-14).

At his coronation Jesus was given that name which 
is above all names and every knee shall bow and 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. It also resulted in his kingship over 
the nations (Matthew 25:31-33) and his high priestly 
ministry for believers (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 8:1).

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul sees the enthrone-
ment as a demonstration of the mighty resurrection 
power of God and the authority of Jesus Christ: 

‘according to the working of his mighty power, which 
he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come: and hath 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the 
head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all.’ (Eph. 1:19-23)
Therefore the coronation of Jesus Christ is not just 
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about christology, but rather the coronation of Christ 
has powerful and practical implications for every be-
liever as subjects of King Jesus.

It brings to us the assurance of grace, ‘Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh interces-
sion for us’ (Romans 8:33-34).
 
Because Jesus has been enthroned we  know that 
we have a faithful High Priest through whom we can 
find grace and help in time of need and we have the 
assurance that we can come to a throne where Christ 
himself intercedes for us.

Jesus’ enthronement also assures us that his king-
dom will be established and that it will be victorious 
over all. It is with this assurance we are to go forth in 
the fulfilment of the Great Commission and proclaim 
the gospel to all peoples: ‘All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.’ (Matthew 28:18-20) 

The reality of Christ’s exalted reign in the present 
should be a tremendous incentive to proclaim
the saving power of the Gospel to our nation to-
day. Through his victory we can overcome in the 
present, experiencing his dynamic power. The let-
ter to the Ephesians reminds us that the mighty 
power of the enthroned Lord is designed for this 
life: to equip and enable us for a life of self-sacrifice 
and ministry to the world that needs his salvation. 
For this task the enthroned Lord continually makes 
us adequate and abides with us through the Spirit.

Our reigning Lord Jesus will destroy all resistance to 
his will, he will subdue his enemies either through 
repentance and the gospel or by compulsion at his 
coming. Jesus will be the only authority, the final 
authority in human history.

We need to constantly remind ourselves that we 
serve and worship not only a risen, living Christ, but 
an exalted, reigning Lord who is sovereign over all. 

‘But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom’ (Hebrews 1:8).

Time Travellers’ Club Booklets
Special Offer

These very professionally produced 16 page, A4 booklets are a 
wonderful way to introduce children of upper primary school age 

to some of the heros of the Christian faith. Ideal for Sunday Schools.

John Wycliffe   John Newton   Lord Shaftesbury   Hugh Latimer   David Brainerd
Special  Price, £3.00 each or £10.00 for all five (incl. p&p)

 
 ‘Instructive and engaging’, Dr Joel R. Beeke   

 ‘Will fix the story in the minds of young readers’, Brian H. Edwards

 ‘Attractively presented booklets’, Jill Masters

 ‘I have been so impressed by the Time Travellers’ Club children’s
 teaching material’, Rico Tice            
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In the 
news

White smoke announces new Pope

Clouds of white smoke poured from the chim-
ney on the roof of the Sistine Chapel on March 13
indicating a pope had been elected on the 
conclave’s fifth ballot. Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
of Argentina was elected in a surprise choice 
to be the new leader of the troubled Roman 
Catholic Church, taking the name Francis I and
becoming the first non-European pontiff in nearly 
1,300 years. 

The choice of Bergoglio, who is the first Latin 
American and first Jesuit pope, was announced 
by French cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran with the 
Latin words ‘Habemus Papam’ (‘We have a pope.’)

Francis lays claim to being the 266th pontiff in the 
Church’s 2,000-year history at a time of great crisis, 
with the church under fire over a child sex abuse 
scandal and torn by infighting in the Vatican 
bureaucracy. The seventy-six year old pope, Francis I 
appeared on the central balcony of St. Peter’s Ba-
silica just over an hour after white smoke poured 
from a chimney on the roof of the Sistine Chapel to 
signal 115 cardinal electors had chosen him to lead 
the world’s 1.2 billion Roman Catholics.

Bergoglio has a reputation for both political canni-
ness and reforming drive. 

Cardinal Keith O’Brien resigns as 
Archbishop

Cardinal O’Brien resigned as leader of the Catho-
lic Church in Scotland and retired from public life 
after admitting earlier this month that his sexual 

behaviour had ‘fallen below the standards expected’.
He confessed after allegations surfaced of inappro-
priate behaviour towards priests in the 1980s.

It is understood that Cardinal O’Brien’s 
exposure came as a result of priests’ anger at the 
hypocrisy of his stance on same-sex marriage.
The acting leader of Roman Catholics in Scot-
land has acknowledged that the credibility and 
moral authority of the church have been seriously 
damaged by the resignation of Cardinal Keith O’Brien. 

Justin Welby is enthroned as Archbishop of 
Canterbury

The Most Reverend Justin Welby has been 
enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury. The fifty-
seven year-old was formally sworn in as head of 
the Church of England and spiritual leader of the 
seventy-seven million-strong Anglican global 
communion. In his first sermon, he said: ‘There is 
every possible reason for optimism about the future 
of Christian faith in our world and in this country.’

Prime Minister David Cameron and the Prince of 
Wales were among the 2,000 guests at Canter-
bury Cathedral. Archbishop Welby told them: ‘The 
present challenges of environment and economy, of 
human development and global poverty, can only be 
faced with extraordinary Christ-liberated courage.’
He went on: ‘Courage is released in a society that is 
under the authority of God, so that we may become 
the fully human community of which we all dream.’

The archbishop said: ‘If we sever our roots in 
Christ we abandon the stability which enables 
good decision-making. There can be no final 
justice, or security, or love, or hope in our society 
if it is not finally based on rootedness in Christ.’

The service marks the last stage in the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s appointment follow-
ing the confirmation of his election in February.
The Archbishop said, ‘I am sent as arch-
bishop to serve you, to proclaim the love 
of Christ and with you to worship and love 
him with heart and soul, mind and strength.’
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With the HOC Marriage (Same-sex couples) Bill 
moving with great pace through the parliamen-
tary stages of legislation, Keep Marriage Special 
(KMS) is entering a crucial stage in its campaign. 
Following the Second Reading vote, which saw a 
majority in favour of same-sex marriage, the Bill 
was discussed and debated in a select committee 
which concluded its deliberations on 12 March. 

The Bill - which remains unamended - will now 
proceed to a third reading in the House of 
Commons, following which it will be sent to the House 
of Lords. While there is some uncertainty, the com-
mon consensus is that the Bill will be returned to the 
Commons, having been effectively butchered by 
amendments from the Lords or will be thrown out 
altogether. 

In the midst of this KMS continues its campaign 
to preserve the Biblical definition of marriage. 
We have entered the social media worlds of Face-
book and Twitter, which are major sources for the 
relaying of news concerning the Bill, and are 
useful for making others aware of our cause. 

Our current actions also include lobbying MPs and 
Lords to vote against the Bill in the upcoming votes. 
We are currently in the final stages of formulating 
two documents ‘Why Christians should keep mar-
riage special?’ and ‘Why Parliament should keep 
marriage special?’, which we hope to use in our 
lobbying. Additionally, letters have been written to 
two professing evangelicals, Alistair Burt and Tim 
Farron, who voted in favour of the Bill and we hope to 
see these published in a few of the Evangelical news-
papers.

Please pray for KMS as we continue our quest to 
significantly impact against the progression of the 
HOC Marriage (Same-sex couples) Bill, and that all 
resources would be available to enable us achieve 
our goal. Pray that petition numbers would rise, 
and personally seek to help us by promoting the 
campaign yourself (a downloadable petition form 
is available at www.keepmarriagespecial.org.uk). 

Pray that MPs and Peers would respond to our 
on-going lobbying in a favourable way, and that the 
Biblical definition of marriage be preserved. Also, 
do prayerfully consider financially supporting our 
on-going and important work. We pray 
that the Lord will use our collective efforts 
to keep marriage special in this way in the 
United Kingdom for our good and His glory.

Regan King
Campaign Assistant KMS

   Update on the      
   Keep Marriage Special Campaign
   

        www.keepmarriagespecial.org.uk

PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY
You are warmly invited to our 

Bury St. Edmunds Martyrs’ Memorial 

Open-Air Service
on

Saturday 25th May 2013 
at 3:00pm 

Chairman: Rev. Gearóid Marley
Preacher: Rev. Michael Harley 

Bury St Emunds Martyrs’ Memorial Great Church Yard
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Introduction

In studying the book of Revelation we need to
remember that it is a book of symbols and not a 
book of riddles. It is a book that was written to 
ordinary Christians to be understood. What is the 
purpose of Revelation? Largely, it is two-fold. (1) to 
comfort God’s people in times of persecution. (2) 
To declare that God will be victorious. Remember 
too, that Revelation is God’s pictorial masterpiece 
of events that have already been written about. 
Some see the events of this chapter as referring to 
the rise of the Papacy or Islam. Yet such a view is 
too restrictive. It is surely giving us a description of 
Satan’s hold and power over the unsaved person. 

1. Satan’s Attack

i.  He is God’s enemy
Satan is said to have the key of the ‘bottomless 
pit’ (v.2). This is the place where the devils asked 
Jesus to send them in Luke 8:31. It is the place of 
the beast in Revelation 11:7. John sees the ‘star fall 
from heaven’ (v.1). According to Luke 10:8 this is a 
reference to Satan. He is ever God’s enemy who 
attacks His creation and His people.
ii.  He is man’s enemy
Not only is Satan God’s enemy but he is man’s en-
emy too. After all, man is said to be made in the 
image of God. And it is that image that Satan both 
hates and seeks to destroy. For the unsaved person 
they do not have the promises of God for His pro-
tection and help. They are held in Satan’s bondage. 
iii.  He holds men in unbelief 
Here Satan is not given power to attack creation or 
the earth (v.4). Though all of creation is affected by 
the Fall (Romans 8), his attack is allowed upon men. 
In this passage specifically ‘those who have not the 
seal of God in their foreheads’ (v4c). Though all are 
under his attacking power, the unsaved are his will-

ing captives. On the other hand, Christ has set His 
captives free.  
iv.   He does not have ultimate power
Though Satan has great power and might, he does not 
possess ultimate power. That alone belongs to God. 
Does he have power to take life? The answer is no. The 
only One who has the ‘keys of hell and death’ is Jesus 
Christ (1:18). It is God who has appointed for man to 
die and not the devil (Hebrews 9:27). Satan even had 
to have God’s permission to attack Job (Job 1:12). 

2. Satan’s Agents 

i. They have great power 
The power and sting of Satan’s forces is likened to that 
of locusts and scorpions (vs. 3, 9). In 1889 a swarm of 
locusts covered over 2,000 square miles when cross-
ing the Red Sea, while in 1886 more than 200,000 
people died after a plague of locusts destroyed all 
crops. Such creatures are well used here to depict 
the power and destruction of Satan. We know these 
are not literal as they do not eat anything green (v4).  
ii.  They come deceiving 
The devil does not come with a pitchfork and tail, 
he is not easily recognized. Rather he comes in 
disguise and deceit. In verse eight we have one 
pictured with ‘hair of women and their teeth…
of  lions.’  Here the devil is seen as one attractive 
and seductive, yet his teeth are like lions’ teeth, 
ready to devour. We find a parallel in Peter’s de-
scription of Satan, he is ‘as a roaring lion…’ (1 
Peter 5:8). He makes sin attractive like a seduc-
tress woman. Yet she devours with her teeth.  
iii.  They appear victorious 
Part of Satan’s deceit is getting people to 
believe he is victorious and almighty. Though he 
is a mighty foe, pictured here (vs. 7, 9) as ‘horses 
prepared to battle…crowns like gold…and (intel-
ligent) faces of men’ he cannot ultimately win. Yet 
we are no match on our own for such an enemy. 

Satan’s Attack on the Unsaved
A summary of a recent sermon on Revelation 9:1-12 

by the Rev. Stephen Holland
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Breaking news worldwide, correspondents in Ulster,
Scotland, Wales and England.
Jewish affairs correspondent.

Plus
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£15 for 12 months (*average 24 issues), £9 for 6 months (*average 12 issues)
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21 Thrift Close, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2LEJ. Tel:078 1886 5680

iv.  They bring trials and heartache 
The world is Satan’s domain. Men are subject to his 
influences and powers. Even so, all suffer pain and 
sorrow, both saved and lost. Yet the unbeliever has no 
lasting comfort or hope. The Christian has the promise 
of ‘all things working together for good’ (Romans 8:28). 

3.  Satan’s Actions 

i.  He is limited
Though the devils have great power, they are 
limited by God’s restraint (Revelation 20:2-3). Such 
limitation is seen here (vs. 5, 10) by the fact that 
a locust’s life span is just five months. Not a very 
long period by any standards. Satan too knows 
that he has but a short time (Rev. 12:12). He is 
defeated by the ‘blood of the lamb and the word 
of their testimony’ (Rev.12:11). His end is in view. 
ii.  He causes men to long for death
Have you ever uttered the words, ‘I wish I could just 
die’? Or ever heard others say something similar? If 
so, you are merely echoing the words of verse six, 
‘men shall seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 

desire to die, and death shall flee from them.’ Most 
people go out of this world, not through suicide, but 
by some other means. Yet, even so, many because of 
the trials and difficulties of life often wish for death.  
iii.  He destroys men’s lives
Though sin is ever the enemy of people and brings 
its own destruction, the devil is never far behind. 
He is the great tempter. Although he cannot make 
a person sin, not even our first parents Adam and 
Eve, he can entice and tempt us to sin. These two 
great enemies sin and the devil - destroy people. 
This is seen in the name Satan is given - ‘Abad-
don’ and ‘Apollyon.’  These mean ‘a destroyer.’  
iv.   He cannot destroy God’s own 
Though Satan and his forces are powerful, they 
are not all powerful. The description in these 
verses is of his power and strong hold over the 
unsaved, ‘those men who have not the seal of 
God’ (v. 4). For those who have God’s seal and 
mark, all of the redeemed, are promised ultimate 
victory and success. Not through anything in us, but 
all through the triumph of God’s Son Jesus Christ. 
May you be sure that you are on the right side. 
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The birth of any child obviously brings great joy to 
its parents, but the joy experienced by William and 
Agnes Livingstone, at the birth of their son John, 
would have been magnified a hundredfold if they had 
known the impact he would ultimately have upon 
the cause of Jesus Christ. John was born in Kilsyth on 
21 June, 1603 (W. Tweedie, Scottish Puritans, Vol.1, 
p.130, Banner of Truth, 2008), the same year that 
Elizabeth I of England died and the crown passed to 
James VI of Scotland. John’s father was a minister of 
the Word, as his grandfather had been before him, 
and the home environment was a pious one. As far as 
can be determined, God remembered his covenant 
promises whilst John was still quite young and the 
light of the gospel dawned upon his soul (A. Smellie, 
Men of the Covenant, P120, Banner of Truth, 1975).

John received his early education at home 
before being sent to school in Stirling, where the 
schoolmaster beat him frequently (W. Tweedie, 
p.131). School was followed by college in Glasgow 
from which he graduated in 1621. At that time he 
had little inclination to enter the ministry and was 
considering practising medicine and travel abroad  
(J. Howie, The Scots Worthies, p.368, Banner of 
Truth, 2001). But the Lord had other plans, and 
through various providences and prayer John, came 
to realise that preaching Christ would be the great 

passion of his life. When he finished his theological 
studies in 1625, various congregations expressed 
interest in calling him. But Livingstone’s strong op-
position to Anglican forms of worship had already 
attracted the attention of the bishops and they hin-
dered his settlement. This extended period as a pro-
bationer could have been a great discouragement to 
the young preacher, but the Lord overruled and John 
was greatly used. Perhaps the most notable example 
took place in 1630, when he preached on a Monday 
morning at the Communion season in the parish of 
Shotts. Preaching for an hour and a half, the Spirit 
blessed Livingstone’s message to his hearers and led 
to the conversion of about 500 men and women (A. 
Smellie, p.122.).

In August 1630, the long wait to enter the ministry 
came to an end, as Livingstone received an invitation 
from Viscount Clanniboy to come to Ireland where 
the congregation of Killinchy in the county of Down, 
extended a unanimous call. Many of Livingstone’s 
new parishioners were ignorant both in terms of their 
knowledge and practice of the faith and those early 
days were a struggle. But Livingstone proved to be 
a most faithful minister and preacher, and the Lord 
greatly blessed his labours. Within a year, however, 
Livingstone’s nonconformity attracted the attention 
of the Bishop of Down, and in the September of 1631, 
he was suspended, along with three other ministers 
including Robert Blair. They appealed to the godly 
Ussher and the suspension was lifted. But the en-
emies of the gospel were not easily discouraged and 
Bishop Echlin appealed to London, and eventually 
Livingstone and his brother ministers were deposed. 
Whilst this period in Livingstone’s life must have 
been a great trial, yet there were also blessings. One 
of the greatest was his beloved wife. The daugh-
ter of a Scottish merchant, Janet Fleming was a 
gracious and godly woman. Initially Livingstone
continued on  page 52

PURITAN PROFILE
John Livingstone 1603 - 1672

 John Livingstone

1603-1672

by
Rev. Andrew Lucas

Omagh Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church
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BIBLE LESSON   •   MEMORY VERSE   •   ACTIVITIES

God’s Special Day
holy, but I thought it was boring, there was so 
little we were allowed to do and so much time 
spent at church and attending two Sunday schools.

God did not give us this special day so that we would 
be bored. God tells us that keeping his day should be 
a real delight to those who love him.

How can we enjoy God’s day? We should use this 
special day to get to know God better. We are to live 
to please God every day and we are to spend time 
with him each day. However, on this special day we 
have time out from what we do on the other days, 
to go and worship God together with others who 
also love him. On God’s day we can leave aside those 
gadgets and toys that take up so much of our time 
through the rest of the week, and have fun activities 
with our parents and brothers and sisters that help 
us to learn more about our great God. 

So the Sabbath is a day to worship God and to rest. 
The Bible says that if we love God we will keep his 
commandments.

Activity: Use your Bible to help you fill in the missing 
words of the fourth commandment, then memorise  
it.

‘R_ _ _ _ _ _ _  the S a _ _ _ _ _ day, to keep it 
h _ _ _. Six days you shall labour and do all your 
w _ _ _ , but the s e _ _ _ _ _ _ day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord your G _ _. In it you shall do 
no w _ _ _: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, 
nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor 
your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your 
gates. For in s _ _ days the Lord made the heav-
ens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
and r _ _ _ _ _ the seventh d _ _. Therefore the 
Lord b _ _ _ _ _ _ the Sabbath day and hallowed it.’
(Exodus 20:8-11)

In the children’s page of our recent magazines, we 
have been looking at God creating and God speak-
ing (the Bible). In this edition we want to think about 
God resting and what that means for us.

When God created the world in six days, the 
Bible tells us that he rested on the seventh day. 
God rested, not because God was tired after his 
work of creation, but to give us a pattern for 
living. God established the unit of time we call 
a week. We are to work six days and rest on the 
seventh. This special day of rest was for our good, 
and to give us a day that we could ‘set apart’ for God.

Later when God gave the Ten Commandments, he 
said, ‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’ 
Holy means ‘set apart’ (for God). The Sabbath is 
God’s special day.

The Sabbath used to be on Saturday, but now, since 
Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday, we made 
Sunday to be our Sabbath day.

So how are we to keep God’s day special? 

When I was growing up as a young boy, we as a 
family kept God’s day special. I knew we did so, 
because God had commanded us to keep his day 

 

‘Remember the 
Sabbath day 

to keep it holy.’
Exodus 20:8
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

May

Wednesday 1st
Crumlin Evangelical  Pres. 8:00pm, DP

Thursday 2nd
City Mission, Shankhill, 8:00pm, DP
East Glasgow Fraternal, 12:00noon, AM 

Sunday 5th
Auchterarder United Free Church of 
Scotland, 11:00am, AM
Park Street Tabernacle, Wellingborough, 
10:45am & 6:00pm, GM

Monday 6th
Edenderry Junior LOL, 8:00pm, DP
10:30am, AM
Norwich Evangelical Free Church,
10:30am & 3:00pm, JB

Tuesday 7th
Hillsborough Free Pres. Ch. 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 8th
Springburn Assembly of God, Glasgow, 
7:30pm, AM

Thursday 9th
Clogher Valley Free Pres. 8:00pm, DP

Sunday 12th
Springburn Assembly of God, Glasgow, 
11:00am, AM
Providence Baptist, Rowley Regis, 
2:45pm, GM

Wednesday 15th
Calvary Baptist, Feltham, 8:00pm, DP

Springburn Assembly of God, Glasgow, 
7:30pm, AM

Thursday 17th
Armagh Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
7:15pm, SH

Friday 18th May
St Paul’s Fleetwood , 2pm, SH

Sunday 19th
Whiteabbey Congregation Church, 
6:30pm, DP
Bargeddie Church of Scotland, 11:00am & 
6:30pm, AM
St.Peters Gaulby, 6:00pm, GM

Tuesday 21st
Comber Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 22nd
Carmyle Church of Scotland, 7:30pm, AM

Thursday 23rd
Markethill Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Saturday 25th
Martyrs Service, Bury St. Edmunds, 
3:00pm, GM

Sunday 26th
Bargeddie Church of Scotland, 11:00am & 
6:30pm, AM
Bury St Edmunds Presb. Ch., 6:30pm, GM

Monday 27th
Open Doors, Kildrum Church of Scotland, 
Cumbernauld, 7:45pm, AM

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(Member,
Donaghadee Baptist Church)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Alisdair
MacLeod-Mair

Scotland
(Member, 

Presbytery of Glasgow)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member, East Leake 
Evangelical Church)

Tuesday 28th
Kilkeel Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 29th
Omagh Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

June

Sunday 2nd
Portrush Baptist Church, 11:00am & 
7:00pm, DP
10:45am & 6:00pm, GM
Craigie Reformed Baptist Church, Perth,
11:00am & 6:30pm, AM

Tuesday 4th
Ballynahinch Free Pres. Ch, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 5th
Tullyvallen Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Friday 7th
PTS Prayer Mtg, Portadown, 8:00pm, DP

Saturday 8th
Evington Baptist Church, Leics. 3:00pm & 
6:00pm, GM

Sunday 9th
Balintore United Free Church of Scotland,  
11:00am & 6:30pm, AM
Daws Heath Evangelical Church, 10:30am 
& 6:00pm, GM
Cheltenham Evangelical Free Church, 
11:00am & 6:30pm, DP

Tuesday 11th
Dromore Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

continued on page 52 
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In Deuteronomy 3:23-28 Moses records how he 
prayed that he would be permitted to enter the 
Promised Land, but he was forbidden from so 
doing by the Lord. The reason given is that, on one 
occasion, he showed unbelief in the way in which he 
responded to a command of God (Numbers 20:7ff.). 
Though commanded to call forth water from the 
rock, he struck it twice with his rod. The water poured 
forth, but Moses was told in no uncertain terms that 
he had failed to believe the Lord, and to sanctify 
him in the face of the people. For this, Moses was 
prevented from entering Canaan, even for a look.

This seems to be unusual, in two respects. First, that 
there seems to have been no mercy for Moses, though 
he pleaded with the Lord. Secondly, the extent of the 
punishment seems harsh, in that he was barred from 
the Promised Land, to which he had led the nation so 
faithfully for so long. What are we to make of this? 
We will consider the matter under four headings.

1. The man Moses, who he was

Moses was raised up by God to save his people 
from Pharaoh and the Egyptians. From the specific 
details of his birth, through his unusual upbringing, 
to his direct action against the Egyptian taskmas-
ter, God was preparing him for a special calling. He 
was the one set forth to bring Israel into the cov-
enant promise and blessings, to fulfil God’s word 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To do this, the Lord 
appointed and equipped him to reveal God’s 
power in word and deed to the whole of Egypt, 
and he was very great in their sight. He acted the 
part of king, priest and prophet to Israel, as well as 
shepherd and judge. He was a mediator, both of the 
law, and for Israel; remember how, when God was 
ready to destroy Israel for her faithlessness, it was 
the prayer of Moses which saved them (Ex. 32:9ff.).
Remember how, when the people confessed their 

sins under the judgment of the fiery serpents, it was 
Moses who, under God, saved them (Num. 21:7ff.).

Moses was unique among the prophets, in the 
closeness of his walk with God (Deut. 34:10). 
He had to veil his face, such was the glory of God 
reflected in it from his communion with him.
Yet God, in his anger at one act of disobedi-
ence, barred him from the Promised Land. How 
can we reconcile these things, the character of 
Moses on the one hand, and the implacable 
refusal by the Lord to show mercy to this godly man?

2. The punishment, its apparent harshness

This punishment seems harsh. Moses cried to 
God for mercy (Deut.3:25), but found none. He 
is unique in the whole of Scripture in this. Israel’s 
sins were forgiven when the people confessed, and 
the fiery serpents were removed (Num. 21:7ff.). 
Wicked Ahab’s punishment was deferred when he 
humbled himself, I Kings 21:27ff. So was 
Hezekiah’s, II Chron. 32:26, and Manasseh’s, II 
Chron. 33:2. Even David, whose sin of adultery led to 
murder, escaped death when he frankly confessed 
his sinfulness in the face of Nathan’s accusation.
And we know that our sins are grievous, yet we 
believe that we have forgiveness. Indeed, we 
are taught that ‘If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us: but 
if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness’ (I John 1:9f). Whether we use the 
General Confession in the Book of Common Prayer, 
or something similar, or whether our confession of 
sin is extempore, we trust in this promise that we will 
find peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

If Job could offer sacrifice for his children, and 
for his friends, and if the effectual fervent prayer 

The Harsh Punishment of Moses
Some thoughts on Deuteronomy 3:28

by Revd Edward J Malcolm Member of the PTS Council and Curate-in-Charge at 
St Mary’s Episcopal Chapel, (Church of England continuing) Castle Street, Reading
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of a righteous man availeth much, why was 
Moses refused forgiveness? Why did God seem to 
treat him so harshly? What reason can we give?

3. The lesson, why God barred Moses from the land

Note the nature of the sin. He acted in unbe-
lief rather than in faith (Numbers 20:2). But is not 
all sin rooted in unbelief? Why is Moses treated 
differently? Consider his role. Moses is the great law-
giver, the mediator of God’s will, the revealer of the 
standard of his justice, the declarer of the ground on 
which God’s wrath will be made known. It is not for 
nothing that the people and their cattle were forbid-
den to set foot on the holy mountain while Moses 
was meeting with God. It is not for nothing that his 
ascent was accompanied by thunder, lightning, 
clouds and smoke. The holiness of God is revealed 
in the law, a holiness which is of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and which cannot look upon iniquity.

In short, the law commands total obedience, and 
exacts a terrible price for disobedience; ‘The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die’. (Ezk. 18:20). To 
be sure, God provided the sacrifices to grant 
hope in the face of the law’s terror, show-
ing his propensity to be merciful, but only in 
accordance with the holiness of his character. But for 
Moses’ sin there was no sacrifice. Why not? To teach 
us the truth of Paul’s words, Rom 8:3, concerning 
the law’s weakness through the flesh. The law can-
not commend a person who keeps is, only condemn 
those who break it. The weakness of the law lies in 
our inability, never mind unwillingness, to keep it. The 
law is implacable, and should rightly strike terror into 
the hearts of all whose consciences are  awakened.

4. The hope, how in Christ Jesus we have a more 
sure and certain hope

What hope, then, is there for any? Consider Joshua, 
who would lead Israel home in victory, Deut. 3:28. 
Moses names him here to show that there is sure 
and certain hope. How? Consider Hebrews 4:8, 
where his name is translated Jesus, which it rightly 
is. Joshua stands, in the wisdom of God, for the grace
and mercy we find in Christ. He came after Moses, 
so after the law. He walked with Moses, so agreed 

with the law. But he was not the lawgiver, so we 
are taught this lesson; that mercy is of grace, 
and not of the law. The law cannot forgive the 
penitent wrongdoer, for it is not in the power 
of the law to release those who fall foul of it. 
Mercy belongs to grace, and is shown apart from 
the law, in the face of the law’s condemnation. 

For Joshua was not Moses, not the one who stood for 
the absolute justice of God. Rather, in divine wisdom, 
he prefigures Jesus Christ, to show the hope of grace.

Conclusion

So we are meant to learn from the seemingly 
harsh punishment laid on Moses not to look to 
the law for our hope, but to grace in Jesus Christ. 
Of course, this is, in a nutshell, the whole of the 
Apostle Paul’s contention with the Judaisers who 
followed him around, trying to make all the Gen-
tile converts become Jews.  It is the sin of the 
Roman Catholic church in trying to lay obedience to 
a rule on her followers, rather than pointing them 
to the free grace of God in Christ Jesus. It is the 
tenet of all false religion, that obedience to rules, 
the observing of ceremonies and seasons, and the 
adherence to the commands of men, is the way to 
happiness. We know it is not so. We know that it is 
those who have the Son who have life, and that 
those who do not have the Son do not have 
life. This is the glory of the Gospel, that, 
though the law thunders against our sins, 
the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin.

And remember, Moses appeared with Christ on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. His punishment was 
temporal, not eternal. The lesson, though, needs to 
be learned, that we may trust wholly in Jesus Christ.
  

‘But command Joshua, and 
 encourage him and strengthen him; 

for he shall go over before 
this people, and he shall cause 
them to inherit the land which

you will see.’ 
Deuteronomy 3:28
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Wednesday 12th
Carmyle Church of Scotland, 7:30pm, AM

Thursday 13th
Kellswater Reformed Pres. 8:00pm, DP
Stanley Park Church, Liverpool, 7.45pm, SH

Sunday 16th
Glenageeagh LOL, Augher, 3:30pm, DP
Loughanreagh LOL, Coleraine, 7:00pm, DP

Wednesday 19th
Portadown Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
Free Presbyterian Church, Liverpool, 8.00pm, SH

The Preaching Team – cont’d from page 49
Sunday 23rd
Carrickfergus Free Pres. Church, 11:30am & 7:00pm, DP
Dales Evangelical Church, Matlock, 11:00am & 6:00pm, GM

Thursday 27th
Bargeddie Church of Scotland, 7:30pm, AM

Sunday 30th
Raffery Pres. Church, 3:30pm, DP
Stornoway High Church of Scotland, Lewis, 11am & 6:30pm, AM
Evinton Baptist, 11:00am & 6:00pm, GM  

was unsure whether she was the one for him, and 
nothing happened for nine months until the two of 
them were walking to a meeting together and all 
his reservations dissipated. They married in 1635,
and by all accounts theirs was a very happy union. 

The early months of their marriage were spent 
preparing to travel to the New World, Living-
stone and others having come to the conclusion 
that there was no future for them in Ireland. In 
September 1636, the ‘Eagle’s Wing’ left Irish’s 
waters with Livingstone and one hundred and 
forty souls on board. But nearing Newfoundland, 
they were struck by such a terrible storm that 
the weary travellers became convinced that the 
Lord wanted them to return to Ireland. But Living-
stone’s stay in Ireland would be a short one, as the 
enemies of the gospel had not forgotten his faithful-
ness to Christ, and he was forced to flee to Scotland. 

In 1638 he accepted the call to the congregation 
of Stranraer. In the same year, he was involved in 
both the signing of the National Covenant and the 
General Assembly which did away with Episco-
pacy. He continued to minister at Stranraer for the 
next ten years until moving to the congregation of 
Ancrum. The spiritual situation in the Ancrum
parish was not good, but Livingstone laboured away

and through his warm and simple preaching things 
gradually improved. It is an indication of just how 
highly Livingstone was esteemed by his colleagues, 
that he was chosen in 1650 to be one of the Church 
of Scotland’s representatives in the negotiations with 
the young Charles II (J. Howie, p.372). At the time, 
Charles was in living in exile at the Hague. Both the 
Scottish Parliament and the Church were open to the 
restoration of the monarchy, if the young prince 
was willing to uphold Presbyterianism. Livingstone 
doubted Charles’ sincerity beforehand and those 
doubts only deepened when he eventually met 
the Prince, noting that Charles continued to use 
the Anglican service book and was unduly fond of 
dancing. (J. Howie, p.372.). Livingstone’s doubts were 
of course to prove well founded because, despite 
subscribing to the Scottish covenants, Charles turned 
his back on Presbyterianism once he was securely 
on the throne of the three kingdoms in 1660. He 
introduced an Oath of Allegiance requiring minis-
ters to acknowledge the rule of bishops. Livingstone 
refused and was exiled from the King’s dominions. 
He was given forty eight hours to leave Edinburgh 
and two months to leave the realm. So in April 
1663, he sailed for Rotterdam where he was to 
live out the remainder of his life, dividing his time 
between study and preaching. John Livingston died 
in 1672. He was faithful to Christ unto the end.

PURITAN PROFILE - continued from page 47

‘Brethren, pray for us.’ (1 Thes.5:25)
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Dear believer, 
 
I desire to write you about something with which 
you are well acquainted: affliction. Much has been 
written on affliction by our forebears. The impor-
tant thing—as the Puritans and the whole book of 
Job never tire of teaching us—is not the amount of 
affliction we receive, but how we respond to that 
affliction. We know that all affliction is sent by a wise, 
fatherly God. A godly response to affliction before it 
comes is hard; to look back on it gratefully after it is 
over is harder; but to live Christianly in it is hardest.
 
You are not alone in such wrestlings. Through 
years of encountering affliction I have gleaned a 
few thoughts on how to live Christianly through 
it. I wish to focus my suggestions to you around 
one major theme that took me many years to 
learn, even in small measure: Consider Christ, the 
fountainhead of all vital Christianity (Heb. 3:1).
 
Consider Christ—that’s the crux of the whole 
matter of affliction. Hence you ask yourself 
again and again: how may I live through afflic-
tion more Christianly, in a more Christlike man-
ner? How may I grow in grace while—yes, while
suffering affliction? Consider these seven ways.

The afflictions of Christ
First and foremost, consider the afflictions of 
Christ. What greater source of strength for 
living through and profiting from affliction can be 
had than frequent meditation on the sufferings 
of the Lord Jesus? If Jesus suffered so much on 
behalf of His people, shouldn’t I be able to endure 
in His strength the daily afflictions I must bear? 
Moreover (and this may be most encouraging), is 
there one affliction that I must endure that He has not 
already endured? Is He not the Breaker to go before 
His flock both in opening all our paths (Micah 2:13) 
and in being tempted in all points as we are, yet with-
out sin (Heb. 4:15)? All paths, all points. Jesus not only 

knows your affliction, He has identified Himself with 
it. He has borne it. And He will sanctify it (Heb. 5:8–9).

The power of Christ
Second, consider the power of Christ. Being in-
finite God-man, Jesus received power on earth 
to bear infinite sufferings on your behalf. And 
through the merit of His sufferings, He now 
receives royal power in heaven to rule and strength-
en you in your sufferings (Matt. 28:18). Relative 
to affliction, His heaven-earth power reads like 
this: If He desires to weigh you down with afflic-
tion—yes, heavy, seemingly staggering affliction—
do not be alarmed, but look to Him for strength.
 
By grace, together we realize that the bearing of 
heavy burdens Christianly is a testimony of spir-
itual maturity and honours the Christ whom we 
love. ‘The Lord does not measure out our afflictions 
according to our faults,’ said Puritan George Dow-
name, ‘but according to our strength, and looks 
not at what we have deserved, but at what we are 
able to bear.’ Oh, how great it is when we may look 
to the strength of Jesus Christ in all our weakness 
and apprehend our strength in Him (2 Cor. 12:9)! 

The presence of Christ
Third, consider the presence of Christ. He is at no time 
absent from you, even when your faith lacks active 
exercise to grasp Him. Even in your thickest hours of 
Egyptian darkness, He is close beside you (Ps. 139:12). 
 
How comforting this is! In all dark afflictions, your 
High Priest retains you in His high-priestly eye, 
preserves you in His high-priestly heart, bears you on 
His high-priestly shoulders, and never ceases to 
remember you in His high-priestly intercessions 
(Heb. 7:25).
 
Oh, what tender love! You are never forgotten by 
Jesus Christ, despite your negligence toward Him. 
From His perspective, He ever remains a friend that 

LIVING THROUGH AFFLICTION CHRISTIANLY
An open letter to all true believers by Pastor Joel Beeke 
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sticks ‘closer than a brother’ (Prov. 18:24), even when 
you cannot see or feel it (Jn. 13:7). Take heart. Jesus, 
who never failed you in yesterday’s afflictions, is still 
present to give you today’s strength (Matt. 6:34). 

The patience and perseverance of Christ
Fourth, consider the patience and perseverance of 
Christ. I know very well that what makes affliction 
so severe for you is its duration. Perhaps you won-
der if there will ever be an end and, if so, how you 
will hang on to the end. But it is Christ who provides 
you the strength to take on the severest of trials. 
Look back at the heaviest of your afflictions. How 
did you bear them through those long nights, 
months, and years? How did you retain your 
silence when persecuted? How did you continue on 
when others challenged, ‘If you are a Christian …’? 
It’s through Jesus’ strength that you have endured.
Jesus has done too much, persevered too long (He 
is still persevering in intercession!) to let you slip 
through His fingers (John 10:28). Therefore let us say, 
Only through the perseverance of Christ have I by 
grace persevered. Oh, the depth of Paul’s confession: 
‘By the grace of God, I am what I am’ (1 Cor. 15:10a)!

The prayers of Christ
Fifth, consider the prayers of Christ. How often He set 
time apart on earth to pray to His Father, especially 
in hours of need! How continually He prays in heaven 
for all His church! How effectual all His prayers are!
 
You, too, ought to make more use of prayer, 
especially in combating spiritual depression under 
afflictions. If you grow drowsy or sloppy in prayer, 
pray aloud. Or write down your prayers. Or find 
a quiet place to walk in the fresh air to pray. ‘Pray 
without ceasing’ (1 Thess. 5:17). Conversation 
with God through Christ is the antidote that wards 
off spiritual depression in the thick of affliction.

The goals of Christ
Sixth, consider the goals of Christ. He lived to 
do His Father’s will; to be sanctified through 
suffering, to merit salvation for His own, and to 
present His church without spot or wrinkle to 
His Father. In a word, His life was God centred.
 
Sanctified affliction humbles you (Deut. 8:2), teach-

es you what sin is (Zeph 1:12), and causes you to 
seek God (Hos. 5:15). Affliction vacuums away the 
fuel that feeds your pride. Bell-like, the harder you 
are hit, the better you sound. You discover the 
truth of Robert Leighton’s words: ‘Affliction is the 
diamond dust that heaven polishes its jewels with.’
 
Sanctified affliction serves to keep you in Christ’s 
communion, close by His side—to conform 
you to Him, making you partaker of His suf-
fering and image, righteousness and holiness 
(Heb. 12:10–11). The rod of affliction is God’s 
pencil for drawing Christ’s image more fully on you.

The end of Christ
Finally, consider the end of Christ. High-
ly exalted, there is no name like His. At His 
name, every knee shall bow (Phil. 2:10). The 
end of all His affliction was eternal glory.
 
Eternal glory—not only for Himself, but also for 
you. He returned to His Father differently than He 
came. He returned with His blood-bought bride. 
His church, figuratively speaking, ascended into 
glory with Him, accepted by the Father in the 
Beloved (Eph. 1:6). Oh, then think more of your 
eternal end if you would be more submissive un-
der affliction and learn to praise God in trial!
 
Affliction elevates your soul to heaven (Heb. 11:10); 
it paves your way for glory: ‘for our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory’ (2 Cor. 4:17).

‘He that rides to be crowned,’ John Trapp wrote, ‘will 
not think much of a rainy day.’ Be assured: you are 
but renting here; your personal mansion is reserved 
there. 

Keep your eye on Christ
Consider Christ—His afflictions, power, presence, 
perseverance, prayers, goals, and end. Seek grace 
to live Christianly today through and in your afflic-
tions, and you will soon discover with the apostle, 
‘For me to life is Christ, and to die is gain’ (Phil. 1:21).
 
Warmly, in the Master’s bonds, 
Pastor Joel Beeke
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.

In the wake of the announcement and subsequent 
resignation of Pope Benedict, we re-examine the 
papal office in light of Scripture and look at the 
influence of Benedict’s eight years as Pope on the 
United Kingdom.

Papal Claims:
The Roman Catholic Church claims that the Pope 
is the successor of Christ and head of the Church,
‘The Pope ... is the bishop of Rome and the Vicar of 
Christ on earth. He is the visible head of the whole 
Catholic Church ... Who was the first Pope? St. Peter, 
who was made Pope by Jesus Christ Himself ... Did 
Peter’s authority die with him? No, it was handed 
down to another, and so on, during the past 2000 
years ... Does Jesus require us to follow the Pope 
in matters of religion? Yes, because obedience and 
loyalty to the Pope are among the chief requirements 
of the Lord’s plan for unity in his church’ (William 
Cogan, A Catechism for Adults, 1975 ed., pp. 55,56).

The Catholic Catechism states,‘The Pope, Bishop of 
Rome and Peter’s successor, ‘is the perpetual and 
visible source and foundation of the unity both of 
the bishops and of the whole company of the faith-
ful. For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as 
Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church 
has full, supreme, and universal power over the 
whole Church, a power which he can always exercise 
unhindered’ (Catholic Catechism, paragraph 882).

However, the Scriptures are absolutely clear that 
Jesus Christ, is the alone Head of his Church, 
‘and [God] gave him [Christ] to be the head over 
all things to the church, Which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all’ (Eph.1:17-23) .
‘For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and 
he is the Saviour of the body’ (Eph.5:23-24). 

‘And he [Christ] is before all things, and 
by him all things consist. And he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence’ (Col.1:12-17).

The Roman Catholic church bases its erroneous 
teaching of the Pope’s headship of the church on 
the false claim that Peter is the foundation of the 
church and therefore by supposed succession, the 
Pope, it is claimed, continues to be the ‘foundation’ 
of the church: ‘The primacy of St. Peter was ... an 
essential part of Christ’s church, the rock on which 
it was built ... The House of God will always need its 
foundation’ (The Question Box, Bertrand Conway, 
1929 Edition, pp. 153, 154).

However, the Bible is also abundantly clear that 
Jesus, not Peter, is the sole foundation of the 
Church, ‘For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor.3:11). Peter 
himself taught that Jesus is the chief cornerstone 
on which the church is built. (1 Peter. 2:3-8; Cf. 
Acts 4:10-12). Matthew 16:13 -18, is often used to 
try to prove Peter is the foundation of the church 
(Catholic Catechism, p. 56; Question Box, p. 146). 
But the passages above prove that Jesus, not 
Peter or the Pope, is the foundation of the 
church. Matthew 16 actually confirms this truth.
The context (vs. 13, 15, 16), is not discussing who 
Peter is nor what his position is, but who Jesus is 
and what His position is. The passage does not exalt 
Peter; it exalts Jesus. Jesus does not confess Peter; 
Peter confesses Jesus.

The verse is not saying Peter is the rock on which 
the church is built, but rather it contrasts Peter’s 
name (Greek ‘petros’, masculine - a piece of rock) 
to the rock on which the church would be built 

Pope Benedict XVI
An examination of the papal office and a consideration of the influence of 

Benedict’s eight years as Pope upon the United Kingdom 

by the Editor
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(Greek ‘petra’, feminine - a solid ledge of rock).
The foundation of the church is not Peter. It is the 
truth that Peter had just confessed - that Jesus is the 
Christ the Son of God (v16). This is confirmed by the 
context and by other Scriptures. To say Peter is the 
foundation would be to put a man in the place of Deity.

Papal Visit:
Benedict, in his falsely assumed role as Vicar of 
Christ, perpetuated the blasphemy of the papal 
office, and in this role Benedict sought to reinforce 
many of the erroneous doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic church. Pope Benedict’s eagerness to back 
traditional Roman Catholic practices and attitudes, 
even at the expense of causing offence, is evident.

In one statement, Benedict claimed that Protes-
tant communities are not true churches, only ec-
clesial communities, because they have no valid 
holy orders: ‘It is nevertheless difficult to see how 
the title of ‘Church’ could possibly be attributed to 
[Protestant communities], given that they do not 
accept the theological notion of the Church in the 
Catholic sense and that they lack elements consid-
ered essential to the Catholic Church’ (Responses 
to Some Questions Regarding Certain Aspects of 
the Doctrine on the Church. By the Vatican’s Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, July 2007).

Benedict called for the Protestant communities to 
realize they lacked the fullness of truth and grace, and 
that their chances of salvation are lessened by the 
very degree of their doctrinal errors and in-
complete conception of Christ (because 
they lack sacred tradition), and by their 
lacking of five of the seven sacraments.

This blind arrogance is rooted both in the Roman 
Catholic church’s belief that she is the only true 
church, and in her erroneous teaching that salvation 
is only to be found within the Roman Catholic church. 
Benedict, like all his predecessors, preferred to 
uphold the traditional teaching of the Roman Catho-
lic church rather than submit to the authority and 
teaching of the Word of God which declares that 
salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone in 
Christ alone; and which clearly teaches that the 
true church consists of all those, and only of those, 

who have been redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ and who are united to Him in the bonds of 
saving faith. 

How does this square with his pursuit of ecumenism? 
Pope Benedict was making clear that the Roman 
Catholic ‘church’ will pursue ecumenism, but only 
on its terms. All other ‘churches’ must recognise the 
Roman Catholic ‘church’ as the one, true Church; 
this is the ultimate objective of the ecumenical 
movement.

Therefore Benedict’s vigorous, even his apparently 
generous gestures in the pursuit of the ecumeni-
cal agenda were not surprising. It was Pope Bene-
dict XVI who established new protocols to make it 
easier for Anglican clergy and their congregations 
to convert, en masse, to Roman Catholicism—
even allowing married Anglican priests to remain 
married while functioning as Roman Catholic priests. 
Benedict, during his visit to the UK, sought to take 
advantage of an Anglicanism in crisis, by reach-
ing out to Roman Catholics and disaffected Angli-
cans alike, hoping to fulfil the dream of ‘Mary’s 
Dowry’—of an England religiously united with 
Rome, under Mary. Many in the English Catho-
lic community would like to see their country 
truly become Mary’s Dowry, with a resurgence of 
Marian devotion that would have seemed un-
thinkable to the Protestant reformers. Roman 
Catholicism mandates a veneration of Mary 
beyond what can be justified from Scripture, as is also 
the case in the doctrine of the Assumption, in which 
Roman Catholics commemorate the bodily death 
and assumption of Mary on August 15 each year. 

Yet, unique among all the nations, only the Roman 
Catholics of England have the concept that their 
nation is in a special way the ‘Dowry of Mary.’ Those 
who consider England ‘Mary’s Dowry’ take ‘dowry’ 
from the Latin donum meaning ‘donation’, in the 
sense—that, historically, England has been ‘set apart’ 
for Mary in a way that no other country has been.

How did this devotion originate? King Richard II, 
in 1381, formally dedicated England to Mary in 
a ceremony at Westminster Abbey but tradition 
places its origin hundreds of years earlier, even 
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back to one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings, Edward 
the Confessor, who reigned from 1042–1066.
Until the Protestant Reformation, many kings of 
England perpetuated this devotion to Mary—
including Henry V, who supposedly raised 
the battle cry at Agincourt, ‘Our Lady for her 
Dowry; St George and St Edward to our aid.’

After Henry VIII renounced Catholic author-
ity in England, and established the Church of 
England—the Anglican Church—as the sole eccle-
siastic authority under his rule, the Papal See has 
tried different methods of bringing a ‘wayward’ 
daughter back to her mother. One of the most 
famous was Pope Sixtus VI’s blessing of the 
Spanish Armada in 1588. The Archbishop of Lis-
bon said a special Mass for the Armada’s success in 
battle against the forces of the ‘heretic’ Queen 
Elizabeth I, and pronounced a blessing on all those in 
the Spanish fleet absolving them in advance for any 
deaths that they would inflict on their English en-
emies.

Still, English Catholics and their leaders in Rome have 
maintained a fervent devotion to Mary. In 1893, 
though Roman Catholicism had long since become 
a minority religion in Anglican England, Pope Leo XIII 
requested that England’s Roman Catholic bishops 
re-consecrate their country to Mary, giving the 
popular devotion an official stamp of Vatican approval. 

However, the Roman Catholic doctrine of Mary 
is contrary to Scripture and therefore to true 
Protestantism. After all, what was perceived as 
‘Mary worship’ was well and truly renounced by 
the Reformers, Oliver Cromwell, and the Puritans.

Protestants acknowledge that Scripture calls her 
‘blessed’ to have the privilege of giving birth to 
Jesus Christ. Yet where Roman Catholics revere 
Mary as ‘ever-virgin,’ Protestants insist from Scrip-
ture that she did not remain a virgin in giving birth to 
Jesus’ siblings (Matthew 12:46; Mark 3:31). Roman 
Catholics see Mary as a near-equal of Jesus, a 
‘Mediatrix of Graces’ in spite of the clear biblical 
statement that only Jesus is Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5).

It is in this context that Benedict’s visit to England 

took on special significance. Around the world, 
Roman Catholicism is being assaulted by charges 
not only that its priests are guilty of widespread 
sexual misconduct, but also that a culture of cov-
er-up encourages its bishops to hide, deny and 
suppress evidence of misconduct. Against this wide-
spread scandal, Benedict had his eye on the long-
term future of Roman Catholicism. 

It was reported that a new department was 
created by Pope Benedict that sought to stem 
the decline in church attendance across the 
Catholic world—especially in the West. The new 
department, to be called ‘The Pontifical Council for 
New Evangelisation’, will try to reinvigorate belief 
among Catholics in rich, developed countries—or 
in the Pontiff’s words, ‘find the right means to re-
propose the perennial truth of the Gospel’ (The 
Daily Telegraph, London, 30 June 2010, p. 17). 

Pope Benedict has shown that the leopard does not 
change its spots. Roman Catholicism is still at variance 
with the gospel, and the need to uphold the truth as 
it is in Christ alone is still the urgent message that 
we must proclaim to all the peoples of our nation.

New Pope Appointed: 
The Roman Catholic church has appointed 
Benedict’s successor, Jorge Bergoglio, the Archbish-
op of Buenos Aires. Pope Francis I is the first Latin 
American to lead the Roman Catholic Church as well 
as the first Jesuit. 

He has been hailed by Roman Catholics through-
out the world as a man of humility, a new world 
Pope, for a new world order. However, the 
Gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ is the only 
answer to the needs of sinful men and women 
throughout the world. This  biblical Gospel is not 
the so-called gospel of the Roman Catholic church, 
therefore a change of Pope will provide no hope for 
a lost and perishing world. We continue to renounce 
the Papal office as unscriptural, we renounce the 
erroneous teachings of the Roman Catholic church, 
and despite the legacy of Benedict and regardless of 
this new pope’s claims, we stand firm in the truth, 
and continue to uphold that truth in all its glory and 
to oppose error in all its forms.
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A Puritan Theology – Doctrine for 
Life 

Review of Joel R. Beeke and Mark Jones 

RHB /pp 1054 hb £37.99

What a feast this book is! And like most feasts this 
book has too many superb dishes to consume at 
once. At 1054 pages this is unlikely to be a book that 
most readers will read from cover to cover without 
a break (the reviewer hasn’t been able to do that). 

However it is well worth buying and savouring over 
many years. For many the works of the Puritans are 
like so many enormous mountains. While we would 
like to read the volumes published by the Ban-
ner of Truth we never get around to it and they sit 
impressively on our bookshelves. This splendid work 
will help to introduce readers to the best known 
and some lesser known British and Dutch Puritans. 

The fifty-nine chapters cover the range of theological 
topics that the Puritans loved. Some chapters, 
such as those on covenant theology, are quite 
intellectually stimulating and mind-stretching as 
well as enabling us to enter into the theological 
debates of the seventeenth century. Others on Chris-
tology and Soteriology, while no less demanding, are 
particularly heart-warming and affective. I would en-
courage all preachers to read the chapter on John 
Bunyan and preaching to the heart (p44). 

There are chapters too on ecclesiology and practical 
theology. But even in a book of this size not every-
thing is covered. Chapters on particular Puritans tend 
to focus on key writings or themes and are not always 
comprehensive treatments. Nevertheless the book 
is encyclopedic in scope and can be used as such. Dip 
into it from time to time to feed your soul and stretch 
your mind. While no doubt some readers will differ 
from the authors on some of their interpretations, 
no one will be in any doubt that the Puritans were 

theological and spiritual giants on whose shoulders 
we sit. 

Having said all that I think it is a good idea 
not only to read the Reformers of the 
previous century, especially Calvin, or those 
theologians of the succeeding century, particularly 
Edwards. But read on their own terms, and with sure 
guides such as Beeke and Jones, the Puritans have 
much to teach us.

Four Views on The Apostle Paul

Michael Bird, ed. 

Zondervan/pp 240 p/b  £11.99

In the purposes of God the apostle Paul was the 
author of more books in the New Testament than 
any other writer. No one can understand the gospel 
without understanding Paul’s letters. Not surprising-
ly there has always been heated debate over how to 
interpret Paul. This was at the root of the Reformation 
and it has been ever since. Recently there have been 
challenges to the historic Protestant understanding 
of Paul that challenge key doctrines such as justifica-
tion by faith alone. This book helps us to understand 
this debate by giving four representative authors a 
chapter each with the others responding to each 
author’s presentation. The editor Michael Bird offers 
a helpful introduction and conclusion, but as is the 
case in such books, he sits well and truly on the fence.

The contribution that readers of this magazine 
are most likely to agree with is Thomas Schreiner  
(professor of New Testament at Southern Seminary 
in Louisville) who gives us in the first chapter an 
excellent summary of the teaching of Paul from a 
traditional Protestant understanding. Luke Timothy 
Johnson offers a not very traditional Roman Catholic 
perspective, Douglas Campbell a post-new perspec-



covers the whole breadth of the Scriptures - both 
Old and New Testaments in short concise chap-
ters. Reading the dealings of God in the lives of His 
people, and those who were not, is not always an 
easy thing. When matters go well, we may credit that 
to God’s doing. But when things go badly, we may 
be tempted to think - the devil! Yet the truth of the 
matter is God working out all things after the coun-
sel of His own will. And that includes too, the evil 
that exists in our world and lives. You will be greatly 
helped and encouraged in the reading of this work. 

Alexander Carson (1776-1849) was a well known 
Baptist minister who ministered for more 
than thirty years in the village of Tober-
more, Co. Londonderry. Though he wrote 
extensively, he is mostly widely known for his 
work on baptism, Baptism: Its Mode and Subjects. 

Stephen Holland   
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tive account and Mark Nanos a Jewish view. Of the 
four, Johnson is the most sympathetic to Schreiner. 
He agrees with his traditional attribution of Paul’s 
writings and disagrees with him only on the empha-
sis he would give to the church in Paul’s doctrine of 
salvation. Campbell tries to downplay the role of sin 
in Paul’s understanding of salvation by writing about 
Romans chapters 4 to 8, but ignoring chapters 1-3, a 
big mistake as Schreiner points out in his response. 
Nanos wants us to believe that Paul was not all that 
opposed to Judaism and was simply trying to 
refashion it.

This is an interesting book for those who want 
to know something of what is happening in aca-
demic Pauline studies. It is not a difficult read, 
but I am not sure it would be money or time well 
spent by most readers. Like all such books, with the 
exception of Schreiner, it needs to be read in the 
way one eats a fish; watching out for the bones. 

Reviews by Kenneth Brownell

The History of Providence - 
as Manifested in Scripture  

Alexander Carson 

Banner of Truth, Paperback 242pp  £7.50p

Much is made in our world of things like chance 
and good luck. Yet the Christian should always be 
aware that in reality no such event happenings are 
to be found in our world or universe. We owe the 
governing of our world and lives to an all power-
ful sovereign God, and not to chance happenings, 
good fortune, or coincidental events. We say in 
effect, ‘we worship and trust in a God of providence’.

The contents of this book deals with  the work-
ing of God’s providence in the lives and happen-
ings of people revealed to us in the Scriptures.
Whilst other books have dealt with the doctrine 
of God’s providence, the writer here takes us 
directly to Biblical narratives and events, bring-
ing out invaluable instruction and help. He 
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Justification is at the heart of Biblical Christian-
ity. It addresses the crucial question of how a 
sinner can be right with God. Therefore a correct 
understanding of the doctrine of justification is 
vitally important in defining God’s way of salvation, 
and yet, generally speaking, many believers have 
an inadequate or mistaken view of this doctrine. 

When we speak of justification we are not talking 
about a moral transformation. Justification is not 
a changing of our inward natures, that is, regen-
eration. Justification is a legal transaction, it is God 
pardoning our sin and accepting us as righteous. 
To ‘justify’ (a sinner) means, to ‘declare righteous’. 
Justification is not working a change in us, but 
rather, it is a declaration about us. In justification 
we are in the law courts and not in the surgery.
 
However, while justification is a declaration by God 
about us, the difference is, that when God makes 
this declaration, he is also constituting the sinner 
righteous in his sight, in order that he might justly 
declare the sinner righteous (Rom.5:19; 4:5-8). 

This raises the question, how can God declare the 
sinner ‘justified’? On what basis does God make this 
declaration about us? We need to be clear that it is 
not because of anything in us or anything done by 
us. It is on the basis of Christ’s righteousness alone 
(Rom. 3:21-26; 5:17-19).

It is Christ’s perfect obedience to the law, and Christ 
meeting the demands of the law for us, that enables 
God to constitute and declare us ‘justified’ in His sight.
God imputes or credits the righteousness of Christ 
to the sinner: ‘He became sin for us so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him’ (2 Cor.5:17).

Justification is not ‘just-as-if-I’d-never sinned’. Justifi-
cation does not simply bring us back to square one, 
(that is, to Eden restored). In justification, God im-

putes to us the righteousness of Christ. We become, 
in God’s sight, as righteous as Christ Himself. 

Properly understood, the truth of justification 
enables the believer to enjoy an ever deepen-
ing sense of peace with God, and to more fully 
rejoice in the reality of what it means for God to 
declare us justified: ‘Therefore being justified 
by faith we have peace with God…’ (Rom.5:1-2).

A second question may be posed, how does this 
righteousness become ours? The answer is by faith 
alone. However it is on this point that most confusion 
has arisen. It is not that God justifies us because of 
our faith - for then faith would be a work, a merit of 
ours. Such an interpretation is a denial of the biblical 
doctrine of justification. Faith is the instrument, not 
the grounds on which God justifies us; it is only the 
vehicle through which He justifies us. Faith is the 
outstretched empty hand which receives from God 
the righteousness of Christ. Faith is wholehearted 
reliance on God to do what He has promised to do. 
It is the acknowledgement that we cannot do a thing 
to save ourselves, to be right with God, but rather 
affirms that salvation is all of grace, and gives all the 
glory rightly to Christ alone. (Eph. 2:7-9; Tit. 3:4-7)

Why is it important that we are right on the doctrine 
of justification? Because, this doctrine, more than 
any other, defines the true gospel and establishes the 
grounds for ecclesiastical unity. Any who deviate on 
the doctrine of justification, according to Galatians 
5:4, are guilty of apostasy from Christ and devoid of 
the grace apart from which men cannot be saved.
Therefore, the biblical doctrine of justification 
can never be reconciled with the teaching of the 
church of Rome. On justification, there can be 
no compromise, no uncertainty, no agreeing to 
differ, and most definitely no co-operation for 
religious or evangelistic purposes with Rome or any 
church that departs from this central truth.

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
David Patterson on the doctrine of Justification
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