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When the 
Foundations 

Crumble
Editorial by the Director of Ministry

All true Christians must surely be saddened and 
deeply concerned as we have witnessed, in our day, 
the marginalization of the institution of marriage in 
our nation.

The recent decision by the Lords to accept the Mar-
riage (Same Sex Couples) Bill redefining marriage 
was deeply disturbing. It would seem that our na-
tion is now set to defy God and impose this bill with 
all its evil implications. Our nation is in a desperate 
state of moral and spiritual declension, reminiscent 
of the dark days of the Judges, when ‘everyone did 
that which was right in his own eyes’ (Judges 21:25).
The words of Jeremiah the prophet are so relevant 
and apt for our nation:

How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the Lord is 
with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the 
scribes is in vain. The wise men are ashamed, they are 
dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of 
the Lord; and what wisdom is in them? (Jeremiah 9:8,9)

For all their professed wisdom, the overwhelm-
ing majority of our elected representatives, in both 
Houses, have shown themselves to be fools in reject-
ing the Word of the Lord in regard to the institution 
of marriage.

God has defined marriage. Governments have no 
right or mandate to attempt to redefine marriage. 
Marriage must not be redefined. God’s word is for-
ever settled in heaven. When asked about marriage, 
Jesus took the Pharisees back to the Word of God 
and to the declaration by God recorded in the book 
of Genesis:

Have ye not read, that he which made them at the be-
ginning made them male and female, And said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 
(Matthew 19:4,5; Genesis 2:24)

Contrary to the beliefs of many in our society, mar-
riage is not some arbitrary idea concocted by man-
kind and thus able to be structured in any way that we 
see fit. Rather, marriage is instituted by God Himself 
for our benefit and for His glory. Societies, like build-
ings, need firm foundations. It is dangerous indeed to 
tamper with the foundations of any building. In our 
present troubled and broken country it is an act of 
criminal folly to undermine an institution which has 
not only has proved its worth through the centuries in 
our society but is directly mandated by God.

The first marriage is found in Genesis. This is the tem-
plate for all subsequent marriages and the standard 
by which they are to be judged. God created a man 
and a woman who were to have and raise children. 
In Genesis 2:24 we read that man and woman are to 
come together in marriage as one flesh. This reflects 
God’s intention in creating men and women and 
shows the basic non-negotiable ingredients of mar-
riage, a sacred covenant between one man and one 
woman in intimate physical union. Like all other cove-
nants, it is governed by God’s commands for the sake 
of His glory, and this glory is displayed as husband and 
wife are faithful to God’s design for marriage.
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Following and obeying God’s commands is the path 
of blessing both individually and nationally. Our na-
tion is intent on flying in the face of God’s law. In the 
redefining of marriage, our national government is 
seeking to do that which is right in its own eyes and 
in effect saying, ‘there is no God that we should obey 
him’. The Scriptures declare that: ‘The fool hath said 
in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they 
have done abominable works, there is none that 
doeth good’ (Psalm 14:1).

This legal enactment of this abomination will bring 
the judgment of God upon our nation. In these dark 
days of moral and spiritual decline in our nation, 
God’s people need to lay hold upon God and claim 
the promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14, ‘If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land’.

Royal Prince
The Council of the Protestant Truth Society wish to express their pleasure on the birth of a son, 
George Alexander Louis, to the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, and to extend their congratulations 
and best wishes to them. We assure them of our prayers. We also extend such good wishes, and the 
promise of our prayers, to other members of the Royal Family as they welcome a new member into 
their midst. As we do so, and remembering that this newly born boy is in direct line to the throne, 
we thank God for the open example of Christian faith given by our current monarch, Elizabeth II, and 
for the way in which her faith has led her throughout her life. We trust and pray that the Coronation 
promises to uphold the Protestant faith which she made will in turn be explained to our new prince, 
and that he will be encouraged to live in the practice of the Christian truth.

British Church Newspaper 
The Protestant Newspaper 

16 Pages - Full Colour 
Fortnightly*

Breaking news worldwide, correspondents in Ulster, 
Scotland, Wales and England. 
Jewish affairs correspondent. 

Plus
Comment, letters, book reviews, devotional articles, 

and other features 

£20 for 12 months (*average 24 issues), £12 for 6 months (*average 12 issues) 
Cheque/PO to 'British Church Newspaper',

21 Thrift Close, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2LEJ. Tel:078 1886 5680 
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In the 
news

With Royal Assent, gay marriage 
passes into law
THE first same-sex weddings in England and Wales 
are set to take place next summer after the Marriage 
(Same Sex Couples) Bill received Royal Assent on 
Wednesday 17 July 2013.

The Bill passed its Third Reading in the House of 
Lords on Monday night without a formal vote, after 
a short debate during which supportive peers bran-
dished pink carnations. The Bill then moved back 
to the House of Commons on Tuesday, where MPs 
decided not to oppose some minor amendments 
made by peers, including granting survivors of same-
sex marriages the same pension benefits as those in 
heterosexual marriages.

The Bill specifies that it is illegal for any Church of 
England or Church in Wales minister to marry a 
same-sex couple. It would require a change in both 
primary law and canon law before the Churches 
could opt in to conducting same-sex marriages.

A number of amendments proposed by members of 
the Bishops’ bench during the Bill’s passage through the 
Lords were not adopted. These included an amendment 
tabled by the Bishop of Leicester, the Rt Revd Timothy 
Stevens, during the Bill’s Report Stage, which referred 
to the right of faith schools to teach traditional beliefs 
about marriage, which was withdrawn before a vote.

Speaking during the Third Reading debate on Mon-
day, the Bishop of Norwich, the Rt Revd Graham 
James, who gave evidence during the Committee 
Stage of the Bill, said: ‘It is no secret that the ma-
jority of Christian Churches and other world faiths 
do not believe that same-sex marriage accords with-
their understanding of marriage itself.

However, many of us, including some on these 
Benches, welcome the social and legal recognition of 
same-sex partnerships, and believe that our society 
is a better and healthier one for such recognition’.

There will be a period of preparation to administer 
the new Act, as well as the possibility of secondary 
legislation. A timetable is expected in the autumn, 
but the first marriages are likely next summer.

The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement described 
the passing of the Bill as ‘a major step towards full 
equality for LGBT people’, which would ‘have a very 
positive impact on society’s continuing acceptance 
of same-sex relationships’.

A statement from the President and Vice-President 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and 
Wales said that the Bill’s passing ‘heralds a profound 
social change. . . The new Act breaks the existing 
legal links between the institution of marriage and 
sexual complementarity. With this new legislation, 
marriage has now become an institution in which 
openness to children, and with it the responsibility 
on fathers and mothers to remain together to care 
for children born into their family unit, are no longer 
central’.

The Coalition for Marriage, which has led the cam-
paign against the Bill, issued a statement after the 
vote warning that ‘the Government’s failure to pass 
sensible safeguards for people who believe in tradi-
tional marriage means there will inevitably be cases 
of people getting penalised for their beliefs’.

The director of advocacy at the Evangelical Alli-
ance, Dr Dave Landrum, said: ‘The state has created 
a form of marriage that is no longer the lifelong un-
ion between a man and a woman for the procrea-
tion of children. . . It is now the task of the Church 
to model marriage to a society which has forgotten 
what it is’.

Pope Francis Meets Archbishop Justin Welby
Pope Francis and Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby 
of Canterbury, spiritual leader of the Anglican Com-
munion, pledged to support each other with their 
prayers and to continue the search for full unity be-
tween their communities.
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Meeting at the Vatican on 14 June, praying together 
in the Redemptoris Mater Chapel in the Apostolic 
Palace and eating lunch together in the papal resi-
dence. Archbishop Welby told him, ‘I pray that the 
nearness of our two inaugurations may serve the 
reconciliation of the world and the church’.

In their speeches, the two Church leaders did not ig-
nore the issues that have stalled hopes for unity in 
recent years.

‘The history of relations between the Church of Eng-
land and the Catholic Church is long and complex 
and not without pain,’ Pope Francis told Archbishop 
Welby. However, he said, ‘firm bonds of friendship 
have enabled us to remain on course even when dif-
ficulties have arisen in our theological dialogue that 
were greater than we could have foreseen at the 
start of our journey.’

In recent years, the Catholic-Anglican dialogue -- like 
the Anglican Communion itself -- has had to deal with 
differences over the ordination of women as priests 
and bishops, with the blessing of homosexual unions 
in some Anglican communities and with questions 
regarding the ordination of openly gay bishops.

Despite new challenges, the Pope said, Catholics and 
Anglicans recognize their shared obligations to work 
for the unity Christ desired, to proclaim the Gospel, 
to defend Christian values and to serve the poor and 
speak on their behalf.

Pope Francis said the joint witness of Christian values 
is especially important today ‘in a world that seems 
at times to call into question some of the founda-
tions of society, such as respect for the sacredness 
of human life or the importance of the institution of 
the family built on marriage’.

In early June, Archbishop Welby criticized a pro-
posed bill in the British Parliament to recognize gay 
marriage. The archbishop said with the bill, ‘the 
concept of marriage as a normative place for pro-
creation is lost. The idea of marriage as covenant is 
diminished. The family in its normal sense predating 
the state and as our base community of society is 
weakened’.

‘We share many ideas’ on the topics of econom-
ics, social justice and peace, Pope Francis told him. 
‘As you yourself have observed, we Christians bring 
peace and grace as a treasure to be offered to the 
world, but these gifts can bear fruit only when Chris-
tians live and work together in harmony.’

Archbishop Welby told the pope that for many years 
he has ‘found inspiration in the great corpus of Cath-
olic social teaching and worked on its implications 
with Catholic groups.’

The ecumenical journey ‘is testing and we cannot be 
unaware that differences exist about how we bring 
the Christian faith to bear on the challenges thrown 
up by modern society,’ Archbishop Welby said. How-
ever, friendship makes it possible to discuss the dif-
ferences and ‘to be open to sharing the discernment 
of a way forward that is faithful to the mind of Christ.’

The Government’s decision to abandon a mini-
mum price for alcohol has been condemned by 
the Churches.
A joint statement from the Church of England, Meth-
odist Church, the URC, the Salvation Army and the 
Quakers said the Government had broken its pledge.

The U-turn on plain packaging for cigarettes and 
the alcohol pricing decisions were attacked on both 
sides of the House.

James North, Policy Adviser for the Methodist 
Church, said: ‘The Government’s failure to introduce 
minimum unit pricing for alcohol will cost lives. As 
Churches we are deeply concerned at the effect of 
alcohol misuse on problem drinkers, families and 
communities. With nearly 9,000 deaths directly re-
lated to alcohol in 2011, this is no time for inaction. 
We look forward to the Government rectifying this 
decision and putting public health back at the top of 
its agenda’.

      ‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and 
         whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.’
                             (Proverbs 20:1)
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Introduction:
The church at Philippi was a church which brought 
much joy to the heart of the Apostle. His recollec-
tions of the people of God in the great city of Philippi 
were something that caused him to be filled with de-
light and caused him to fall upon his knees in thanks-
giving and prayer to God. We too, ought to be the 
kind of believers that bring great joy and gladness 
to the hearts of our spiritual overseers when they 
think upon us.

1. Prompted to Prayer
What was the cause of this marked effect upon Paul 
when he thought about his brothers and sisters in 
Christ at Philippi? It was their ‘partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now’ (v.5). The word 
translated partnership has the meaning of ‘commun-
ion, participation, fellowship’. In other words, the joy 
that Paul had concerning these believers was on ac-
count of their commitment to Christ and to the gos-
pel of Christ. This ‘fellowship or partnership’ in the 
gospel had proved itself over the long term, ‘from 
the first day until now’.

Our commitment to Christ always implies and in-
volves a commitment to all Christ’s people (Hebrews 
11:25-26). To truly love Christ, is to love one another 
and to share in the work of the gospel. 

Paul’s joy and thanksgiving also sprang from their 
spiritual condition. He was confident that their 
‘partnership’ was due to a true work of grace in their 
hearts. He was confident that the ‘good work’ of 
salvation, which he had witnessed as he preached 
the gospel in Philippi, had its origin in God. He had 
witnessed God at work in saving grace and the evi-
dence of that work of God’s grace was in genuinely 
transformed lives from then until now. Thus he had 
the assurance that God, having begun that work of 

grace, would bring it to completion in the day of Je-
sus Christ.

Having looked forward with confidence to that great 
day when he would see the fullness of God’s saving 
work in the lives of these believers, he now focuses 
his prayer for the Philippian believers on their growth 
in grace, here and now, in anticipation of the day of 
Christ’s appearing. His prayer for them is borne out 
of a ‘yearning’ heart to see them conformed to the 
likeness of Christ.

Do we have a yearning and a desire like this for our 
fellow believers, and does it cause us to fall down on 
our knees in prayer to God?

2. Petition of Prayer
As the Apostle falls to his knees with joy, in thanks-
giving and prayer to God for the believers at Philippi, 
there is one central burden upon his heart for them; 
‘And this (lit. ‘one thing’) I pray’ (v.9). The great bur-
den and central concern of Paul for these believers is 
that their ‘love might abound more and more’ (v9). 
It is important to note that love was already pre-
sent but Paul’s desire was that their love might be 
in abundance. That their love might be overflow-
ing. The word ‘abound’ has the idea of ‘overflowing 
like the waves of the sea’. The same word is used in 
the account of the miracle of the feeding of the five 
thousand, in relation to the food. That is, the food 
‘abounded’, it kept flowing throughout the crowds 
to satisfy their hunger and continued to overflow af-
ter everyone was satisfied, so that there were twelve 
baskets of bread left over. The meaning is of an end-
less supply.

Why should this abundance of love be the Apostle’s 
central concern for a church that already displayed 
signs and evidence of love? The answer is because 

Paul’s Prayer
A summary of a recent sermon preached by Rev. David Patterson

PTS Director of Ministry on Philippians 1:3-11
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love is the greatest of the graces. It is the canopy 
of all the other graces and the essential hallmark of 
the true believer. ‘And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness’ (Col.3:14). 
Compare also 1 Cor. 13. 

However, notice that it is not love in isolation, but 
love in the context of ‘knowledge and in all judg-
ment’ (v.9).  Love and heart knowledge and dis-
cernment of the truth belong together. They de-
velop in tandem with each other. True Christ-like 
love does not exist in isolation from the truth as it 
is revealed in Christ. Love, ‘rejoiceth in the truth’ 
(1 Cor. 13:6).

This knowledge, of which Paul speaks, is the knowl-
edge that comes from the truth of God. Therefore, 
his prayer is that they might be a people of the Word, 
and a people who know its power in transformed liv-
ing by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is God’s goal 
for all his redeemed people, that we might, as Paul 
says in chapter three, have the mind of Christ.

It is as we live in the Word of God that we will be-
come more like Christ and thus will have something 
of the love of Christ in our hearts expressed towards 
one another with deep and genuine affection.

What is the purpose or goal in view of this central 
focus of Paul’s desire for the Philippian believers? 
He tells us in chapter 1:10-11: ‘That ye may approve 
things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ. Being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Christ 
Jesus, unto the glory and praise of God’.

I will now consider these essential goals for which 
Paul pleads before the throne of grace for the Philip-
pian believers.

(i) ’Sincere and without offence’ 
This is also translated ‘pure and blameless’, and the 
meaning behind the original words is significant. 
‘Sincere or pure’ means ‘unmixed, without alloy, 
that which will stand up to the exposure of the light.’ 
‘Without offence or blameless’ has the sense of, ‘not 
to stumble or cause others to stumble’.

Mature Christians, in whom the love of Christ 
abounds as he or she grows in the knowledge and 
discernment of the truth of God, will be considerate 
of the ‘weaknesses’ of their fellow believers, ensur-
ing that the law of love will prevail over the law of 
liberty. As we walk in this way, circumspectly and in 
obedience to the Word of God, we will not stumble 
ourselves or be a cause of stumbling or offence to 
others.

God’s goal in our redemption is that we might be 
‘conformed to the image of his Son’ (Rom.8:29). It 
is Paul’s prayer that Christlikeness might be manifest  
in the lives of God’s people at Philippi, ‘till’ the ‘day 
of Jesus Christ’ (v.10) -  that is, ‘with reference to, in 
light of, or in view of’ that great day. 

Our lives are to be such that on the day of Christ’s 
appearing our lives will stand the scrutiny of the all 
revealing eye of our Lord and Saviour, when the true 
condition of all hearts will be laid open and bare be-
fore him.

(ii) ‘Being filled with the fruits of righteousness’  
Fruit is what a tree produces at harvest time. I live in 
what is called the ‘Orchard County’ of Northern Ire-
land. All around the apple trees are laden with fruit 
ready for harvest. That fruit began to appear just af-
ter the beautiful blossom died and has being grow-
ing gradually towards maturity for harvest in the 
next few weeks. The Christian is one who is engraft-
ed into Christ the Vine, with the purpose that we 
might increasingly produce the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ in 
our lives to yield a rich spiritual harvest of ‘love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith’ 
(Gal. 5:22) in the day of Christ. These fruits come to 
us ‘by or through’ Christ Jesus, they are borne out 
of our union with him. Apart from and outside of 
Christ our lives are spiritually empty and barren, but 
in Christ what a bountiful harvest of righteousness 
we should produce.

(iii) ‘Unto the glory and praise of God’
All of this; abounding love, spiritual knowledge and 
discernment, pure and blameless lives filled with the 
fruits of righteousness’ is to the eternal glory and 
praise of God. The glory of God is the outshining of 
God’s perfections, the manifestation of his excellence.



Protestant Truth

87

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize School of Theology

           
            Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks at 
    PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London. 
                      
                       1:10pm - 1:45pm

                Subject:

                       ‘Various Topics’

                    Tea and coffee provided

Monthly Prayer Meetings
            
             1st Thursdays at 1-2pm
     All are welcome to join us in praying for
                        church and nation

The praise of God is the response of the creature to 
that perfection and excellence. This is the natural re-
sponse of the true believer: our whole lives a living 
symphony of praise to God (Romans 12:1,2) God’s 
crowning glory is the salvation of his people.  This 
work of salvation consists in God taking sinners like 
those at Philippi ( and  like you and me ), dead, blind, 
bound, and on their way to hell; and from that state 
bringing them by the work of regeneration to faith in 
Christ  and into a state of matchless grace and keep-
ing them (by his preserving grace) persevering in 
that state of grace to be presented by Christ before 
his presence with exceeding joy. God’s crowning and 
eternal glory will be when all the redeemed of all 
ages, from every nation, kindred, tribe and tongue, 
are presented, by Christ the Redeemer, with exceed-
ing joy before his Father’s throne, without blemish 
or spot, to be with him, to be like him, to enjoy him 
and worship and serve him forever! 

 

Conclusion:
Paul’s prayer to God for these believers was that 
they might have a head filled with the knowledge of 
God, a heart filled with love, and feet that are walk-
ing steadily and faithfully in the ways of God as di-
rected and dictated by that knowledge and love, and 
in view of the coming day.

Are you living all of your life in light of that day? Are 
you abounding in love, growing in knowledge and 
discernment, filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
and living unto the praise and glory of God?

   ‘And this I pray, that your love 
   may abound yet more and more 

    in knowledge and in all judgment;’
                       (Phil.1:9)

Time Travellers Club
Calling all boys and girls

to
Join our Time Travellers Club 

for children

Learn about exciting 
people from Church 

history in
our bi-monthly newsletter with
puzzles, activities, information 

and competitions

To join contact Paul on 
077 8622 4620 or by email: 

paultausten@aol.com
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BIBLE LESSON   •   MEMORY VERSE   •   ACTIVITIES 

God’s Special Home

Bible times like Moses, Abraham, the Apostle Paul 
who believed in Jesus Christ as their Saviour. What 
a wonderful experience that will be. However, the 
most wonderful thing about heaven is that we shall 
see the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour and worship 
and serve him for ever.

The most important question you need to ask about 
heaven is, Am I going there? Remember there is no 
sin in heaven. So only those whose sins are forgiven 
and who have trusted Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
are going to be in heaven. Jesus said, ‘I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me’ (John 14:6). It is a wonderful thing 
to know that if we have trusted in Jesus Christ then 
we are sure of one day going to God’s home and to 
be with him forever.

Activities:

Read Revelation chapters 21 and 22 and make a list 
of the things that are in heaven and another list of 
things that will not be in heaven.

Memory Verse:

‘Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me’ (John 14:6).

Have you ever wondered what heaven is like?

Maybe someone you loved has died and you have 
been told, ‘they’re in heaven now’. . .
But, what does that mean?
Will I ever see them again? 
What will heaven be like?
And how do we get there?

We all have somewhere we live and call home. Our 
homes may all be very different, some people live in 
big houses, others little ones. Some live in towns and 
cities, while others live in the country. Not all homes 
are happy homes, but home is where we belong.

God is present everywhere. The Bible tells us that 
heaven and earth cannot contain God. Yet God has 
a special home which the Bible calls heaven. It is a 
wonderful place, a home which God wishes to share 
with his special people that we thought about in our 
previous magazine.

In some ways, it is difficult for us to understand what 
heaven is like, but God has told us quite a bit about 
his special home.

The Bible says that heaven is a place. What is this 
place like? It is a place where there is no night, no 
sun, no sickness, no sadness or tears, no death, no 
sin. Most of these things are things that spoil our 
world. Imagine a world in which no one is ever sick or 
sad, where no one does anything wrong and where 
nobody dies. Even from the things that are not in 
heaven we can know that it must be very special.

The Bible also tells us about how wonderful heaven 
is. Heaven is described in language that speaks of a 
beautiful and perfect place. In heaven we shall meet 
family and friends who have died believing in Jesus 
Christ, and all the many people (too many for us to 
count) from every place in the world. People from 
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Robert Murray McCheyne
An article to mark the 200th anniversary of his birth

by Rev. Alisdair MacLeod-Mair

Introduction

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Murray McCheyne. This brief overview of 
his life is with the prayer that his godliness and zeal 
might rekindle a greater love for Christ in our hearts.

Edinburgh
Robert Murray McCheyne was born at 14 Dublin 
Street, Edinburgh, on 21 May 1813.  His father Adam 
came from Thornhill in Dumfriesshire.  He had moved 
to Edinburgh in 1802, the same year he married Lock-
hart Murray Dickson from Ruthwell.  Adam was a law-
yer and later became a Writer to the Signet.  Robert 
was the youngest of a family of five; three sons, David 
Thomas, William Oswald Hunter, Robert Murray, and 
two daughters, Elizabeth Mary and Isabella who died 
when she was only four months old.  

At four years of age, when recovering from measles or scar-
let fever, Robert learned the Greek alphabet.  Two years 
later the family moved to 56 Queen Street, their home for 
the next 16 years.  The family attended the Tron Church 
on the High Street in the Old Town.  The two ministers, 
Alexander Brunton and William Simpson belonged to the 
Moderate school of theology.  They were earnest, but the 
cross of Calvary was not the focal point of their preaching.  
When St Stephen’s church was opened in the New Town in 
1828, the M’Cheyne family joined the new congregation.  
The minister, William Muir, was an evangelical.

Robert was educated at the English School and in 
October 1821 transferred to the High School of Ed-
inburgh, Infirmary Street, where he immersed him-
self in Greek and Latin classical literature.  At school 
he met Andrew Somerville who became a life-long 
friend.  In November 1827 he began his studies in 
classics and moral philosophy at Edinburgh University. 

On the 8 July 1831 Robert’s brother, David, died 
at the age of 26 and Robert marked the occa-
sion every year in his diary.  David was a com-
mitted Christian who prayed regularly for Rob-
ert and spoke to him of his need of a personal 
relationship with God.  Robert read the Sum of 
Saving Knowledge, thought to be written by 
David Dickson (1583-1663) and James Dur-
ham (1622-1658). This brought him to a clear 
understanding of the way of acceptance with God. 
In September of 1831  Robert was examined by 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh of the Church of Scot-
land and accepted as a candidate for the ministry.

In the Divinity Hall of Edinburgh University Rob-
ert had three outstanding professors.  Thomas 
Chalmers, an evangelical leader in the Church, 
was an excellent theological lecturer.  Alexander 
Brunton, professor of Hebrew, not only taught his 
students grammar and vocabulary but also the 
life and customs of the Holy Land.  David Welsh, 
history professor, had a great influence on his 
students because of his great personal devotion 
to Christ.  While a student Robert became friends 
with Horatius and Andrew Bonar.  During the sum-
mer vacations they met to study theology and the 
Bible in Hebrew and Greek.  During term-time on 
Saturday mornings at 6:30 Robert met with other 
members of the Exegetical Society.  Then, with 
Andrew Somerville, Robert would visit those who 
were spiritually careless in the Canongate district 
of Edinburgh. 
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Larbert and Dunipace
Robert was licensed to preach the Gospel on 1 July 
1835 by the Presbytery Annan, the district where his 
mother came from.  He began work in November 
of that year with Rev. John Bonar at Larbert, near 
Falkirk.  Bonar also was responsible for the parish 
of Dunipace plus five preaching stations.  Robert’s 
assistantship equipped him with habits of pastoral 
work, study and preparation, and patterns of per-
sonal discipline that were to shape his future min-
istry.  

Dundee
The newly formed congregation of St Peter’s, 
Dundee, called Robert to be their minister and he 
was ordained on 24 November 1836.  His first text 
was Isaiah 61:1-3 and he commemorated the anni-
versary of his ordination each year by preaching on 
the same text.  The establishment of this new parish 
was in response to the population growth in Dundee.  
The parish numbered 4,000 people, most of whom 
worked in the weaving industry, and the church could 
seat 1,175.  Robert woke at 6:30am and spent two 
hours in prayer which included intercession for the 
Jews.  On average he visited 20 families each visiting 
day, reading the Scriptures, praying with them and 
making a special point of speaking to any children 
present.  Robert’s usual congregation numbered 
1,100; at 8am there was a worship service for chil-
dren, and the Sunday School met between 6 and 8 in 
the evening.  For young people there was an even-
ing class on Tuesday, there was a prayer meeting on 
Wednesday evening, and the Bible Study was held 
on Thursday evening.  Robert established a library in 
the church and a school was built in the parish.  He 
devised a Bible reading scheme in order to encour-
age his people to read the Old Testament once a year 
and the New Testament and Psalms twice each year.  
This reading plan is still in print.

Promised Land
In 1838 the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land appointed a Committee to consider how the 
spiritual needs of the Jewish people in Palestine and 
Europe could best be served.  Robert was a member 
of the Committee.  In March 1839 a small deputation 
appointed by the Committee sailed from Scotland to 
investigate the number of Jews in the Promised Land 

and their character and condition.  The group con-
sisted of Dr Alexander Black, professor of Theology 
at Marischal College, Aberdeen; Dr Alexander Keith, 
minister of St Cyrus, Rev. Andrew Bonar, minister of 
Collace and Robert Murray McCheyne.  The depu-
tation travelled to London, then to Paris and on to 
Egypt via Malta.  They completed their journey to 
Jerusalem by camel.  

When they came within sight of Jerusalem the group 
were struck silent as they contemplated the place 
where God was manifested in the flesh.  The four 
visited various places in the city associated with the 
life of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, but were 
disappointed with the way the guardians of these 
places looked after them.  At Gethsemane they read 
the Scriptural account of the Lord praying in that 
place.  Then praying together they put their sins ‘into 
that cup which our Master drank’. Due to the illness 
of Dr Black it was decided that the group would split 
into two, Drs Black and Keith would return home via 
Constantinople and the Danube, while Bonar and 
McCheyne would remain in the Holy Land.  Later this 
would be recognized as a providence of God which 
brought about the Scots mission to Budapest.  The 
deputation came to the conclusion that the need of 
the Jews scattered throughout Europe was more ur-
gent than those in the Holy Land.

Letters waiting for Bonar and McCheyne at Hamburg 
brought the welcome news that revival was taking 
place in St Peter’s under the locum-ministry of Rev. 
William Chalmers Burns.  Later, in 1840, when report-
ing to the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land, Robert drew attention to the remarkable fact 
that revival came when the Church was considering a 
work amongst God’s ancient people.  Once they were 
back in Scotland, Robert and Andrew began deputa-
tion work to various churches telling of their concern 
for the Jews.  In July 1840 Robert spoke in Belfast and 
Dublin.  In 1842 the General Assembly published the 
account of the deputation’s journey, The Narrative 
of a Visit to the Holy Land and Mission of Enquiry to 
the Jews.  The 30 drawings were by Robert, and An-
drew Bonar wrote most of the Narrative.  The inter-
est sparked by this book in the Church of Scotland re-
sulted in the General Assembly sending missionaries 
to Poland, Hungary and the Holy Land.
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Scotland
The revival in St Peter’s, Dundee, which David had 
read about in Hamburg actually began in Kilsyth the 
month before.  In mid July, returning from the funer-
al of his brother-in-law in Paisley, William Chalmers 
Burns called in at Kilsyth to assist his father during 
the Communion Season.  At the Monday thanksgiv-
ing service Burns preached on Psalm 110:3 ’Thy peo-
ple shall be willing in the day of Thy power’. The day 
of God’s power had indeed come to Kilsyth.  Burns, 
with his father and two other ministers, preached to 
congregations of three to four thousand for three 
weeks.  In August Burns returned to Dundee where 
the Holy Spirit continued the work begun in Kilsyth 
for four months.  Nine other ministers assisted Burns 
in the preaching of God’s Word, including John Mac-
Donald the “Apostle of the North”, Cesar Malan from 
Geneva and Robert Haldane the Scottish lay preach-
er God had used to bring about revival  in Calvin’s 
city.

The revival continued after Robert’s return in No-
vember, and indeed spread.  

Throughout Scotland congregations experienced 
reviving. Perth, Blairgowrie, Dumbarnaey, Breadal-
bane, Collace, Ancrum, Kelso, Jedburgh, Aberfeldy, 
Tarbet, Tain and Glasgow were among the cities, 
towns and villages where the work of the Holy Spirit 
was felt.

Home call
Robert Murray McCheyne died suddenly on Sat-
urday 25 March, 1842.  On the previous Tuesday, 
after a day of visiting in the east end of Dundee 
where typhus was rife, he called on Dr Gibson to 
inform the doctor that he believed he had con-
tracted the disease.  The funeral was conducted 
by Andrew Bonar and it was attended by over six 
thousand people.

There are several biographies of McCheyne in print 
which seek to explain why he was so influential in his 
day and still is in ours.  We must recognize that God 
sovereignly used Robert for His glory.  Many of his 
sermons can still be read and his Bible reading plan 
is also available.   

A Report on the Suffolk Martyrs Services 2013                   
by Rev. Gearoid Marley

Our two annual martyrs services are opportunities 
to remember the lives and sacrifices of our Protes-
tant forebears to secure the freedoms we enjoy to-
day. 

On Saturday 25 May, we held our service in Bury St 
Edmunds at the memorial near the cathedral. This 
monument commemorates the seventeen martyrs, 
most of whom were executed for their faith by burn-
ing in the years 1555-1558 during the reign of Mary 
I, otherwise known as ‘Bloody Mary’.  We were en-
couraged that twenty eight people, some from lo-
cal churches and others further afield, attended the 
service. 

Rev. Gearóid Marley (Wickliffe preacher for East of 
England), chaired the meeting. Rev. Michael Har-
ley was our preacher. His sermon was based on the 
theme ‘what to live for and to die for’. His ministry 
was very helpful and warmly received. We were chal-
lenged to live and even be willing to die for our faith.

This was a timely reminder for us in relation to the sit-
uation in our country at this present moment and to 
remind us of those who suffer martyrdom for Christ 
and  his Gospel in many parts of the world today.

On Saturday July 13 our Ipswich service was held 
at the memorial in Christchurch Park in Ipswich. 
This memorial commemorates nine martyrs both 
men and women who were executed in the years 
1554-1558 again during the reign of ‘Bloody Mary’. 

Twenty five people attended this year which was 
a great encouragement. Rev. G Marley chaired 
and Rev. Kyle Paisley preached from Heb. 11:4 his 
title was, ‘Cry of the martyred dead’. He spoke 
on the truth of grace, the trial of grace and the 
triumph of grace. He skilfully wove some of the 
martyrs own words into his sermon. It was  very 
encouraging and uplifting. Some shared that 
they were greatly blessed and appreciated the 
service. 
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

September

Sunday 1st
Holywell Evangelical Church,
10:30am & 6:00pm, SH
Great Park St Tabernacle, Wellingborough 
10:45 & 6pm, GM

Wednesday 3rd
Ballymaganerny Free Pres. Church, 
8:00pm, DP

Friday 6th
Friends of PTS, Prayer Mtg. Newtownards
8:00pm, DP

Sunday 8th
Grace Reformed Church, Sheffield (met-
ing at Gleaddless URC), 3:00pm, GM
Buckingham Chapel, Bristol, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Wednesday 11th
Cardiff Tabernacle, 7:30pm, DP

Sunday 15th
Lisburn Baptist Church, 11:00am, DP
Blackridge C of Scotland, 10:00am, AM
Harthill Church of Scotland, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, AM
International Church Loughborough, 
10:00am, GM
St Peters Gaulby 6:30pm, GM

Monday 16th
Dunmurry Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Tuesday 17th
Ballymena Cong Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 18th
St Andrew’s West Church of Scotland, 
Falkirk, 7:30pm, AM

Thursday 19th
Wickford Reformed Baptist, 7:45pm, GM
Lisburn Baptist Church, 
11:00am & 6:30pm, DP 

Sunday 22nd
Cheltenahm Evangelical Free 10:30am & 
6:00pm, GM
Bargeddie CoS, 11.00am & 6.30pm, AM

Tuesday 24th
Portrush Baptist Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 25th
Bushmills Free Presbyterian Church, 
8:00pm, DP

Sunday 29th
Blackridge C of Scotland, 10:00am, AM
Harthill Church of Scotland, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, AM
Billinghay Baptist Chapel 10:30am & 
6:00pm, GM

October

Monday 1st
Coleraine Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Sunday 6th
Providence Baptist Chapel Cheltenham, 
10:30am & 6:30pm, GM

Tuesday 8th
Omagh Evangelical Pres. Ch, 7:30pm, DP

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(currently relocating
church membership)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister, Westhoughton
Evangelical Church)

Rev. Alisdair
MacLeod-Mair

Scotland
(Member,

Presbytery of Glasgow)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member, East Leake
Evangelical Church)

Sunday 13th
Holywell Evangelical Church
10:30am & 6:00pm, SH 
Providence Baptist Chapel Lr. Gornal West 
Mids. 10:30am & 6:00pm, GM

Wednesday 16th
Free Presbyterian Church, Liverpool
8:00pm, SH
Harrold and Carlton, 7:30pm, GM

Sunday 20th
Glampton Congregational Church, am & 
pm, DP
Lakenheath Baptist Chapel ,10:30am & 
6:30pm, GM

Monday 21st
West Country Reformed Ministers’ Frater-
nal, 10:00am, DP

Tuesday 22nd
Whiddon Valley Evangelical, 7:30pm, DP

Wednesday 23rd
Galmpton Congregational Church, 
7:30pm, DP

Thursday 24th
Dawlish Baptist Church, DP

‘Brethren,
pray for us’

(1 Thessalonians 5:25)
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The doctrinal statement of the Church of England, 
the Thirty-nine Articles, was agreed by the bishops 
and clergy of the established Church at the convoca-
tion held in London in March 1563. 

This year, therefore, marks the 450th anniversary of 
the Reformation statement of faith. Two expositors 
of the Articles, Bishop Beveridge (1637-1708) and 
the Rev. ECS Gibson (1848-1924) point out that there 
have been two periods of ‘symbolism’ or ‘creed-mak-
ing’ in church history, the fourth and fifth centuries 
and the sixteenth. Bishop Beveridge wrote: 

No sooner were the boisterous storms of persecution     
raised by Rome heathen against the Church of Christ 
allayed by the goodness of the great God, but Constan-
tine, that renowned Emperor, forthwith gathered to-
gether all the bishops of the Christian world … to end 
the controversies that were then on foot, and to settle 
one faith and truth to be acknowledged and professed 
by the universal church. In like manner, when those 
fiery persecutions, kindled and blown up by the same 
Rome, now papal, in the days of Queen Mary, against the 
Church of Christ in this nation were once blown out by 
the breath of the Most High, our gracious Queen Eliza-
beth, of ever blessed memory, for the establishing con-
sent touching true religion, called the bishops and clergy 
… into a council … where they agreed upon certain Ar-
ticles of religion. (Ecclesia Anglicana Ecclesia Catholica; 
or, The Doctine of the Church of England consonant to 
Scripture, Reason and Fathers: in A Discourse upon the 
Thirty-Nine Articles agreed upon in the Convocation held 
at London MDLXII by William Beveridge, DD, Lord Bish-
op of St Asaph. 2nd ed., rev., Oxford, OUP, 1846. p. ix.) 

The Thirty-Nine Articles, however, did not spring out 
of the ground so to speak, but had their origin in ear-
lier Articles.  The history of these earlier Articles may 
be traced as follows. 

The Ten Articles of 1536 

The date of these Articles ought to alert us to their 
nature. This was a transitional period, as the Church

was in the process of moving from the old medieval posi-
tion toward that of the Reformation. Thomas Cromwell 
informed convocation that the King was keen to see an 
end to the doctrinal differences which were dividing the 
bishops and clergy as well as the more informed of the 
laity. While these Articles cannot be seen as Reformed, 
they are certainly less medieval than the former, ‘pre-
reformation’ position would have required. There is, 
for example, a doctrine of the ‘real presence’ but not 
of transubstantiation. Furthermore, although set out 
by the King’s authority, the declaration attached to the 
Ten Articles acknowledged that they had first been ap-
proved by convocation in 1536.

The Institution of a Christian Man, 1537 

Otherwise known as The Bishops’ Book, this volume 
contains expositions of the Creed, the Seven Sacra-
ments, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Ave Maria, Justification and Purgatory. 

While rightly seen as a retrograde step from the 
Ten Articles, it neither returned fully to the medi-
eval position nor was it approved by Convocation or 
Parliament. It derived its common name from the 
signatures of the two archbishops, all the diocesan 
bishops and twenty-five doctors who put their name 
to it. Its importance lies more in what arose from it - 
the Six Articles of 1539.

The Six Articles of 1539 

The Church of England wished to break with Rome 
There was division, however, about with whom to 
unite. Some, like Bishop Tunstall, favoured an ap-
proach to the Greek Church. Others looked to Ger-
many and the Lutherans. Henry invited three Prot-
estant theologians to come to England and meet 
representatives of the Church of England. Their dis-
cussions, though fruitful, made Henry uneasy about 
an alliance with Protestant Germany. He recalled 

A History of the 39 Articles
by Rev. Edward Malcolm
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Parliament. A House of Lords committee drew up six 
articles, which reinforced clerical celibacy, the withhold-
ing of the cup from the laity, transubstantiation, private 
masses, auricular confession, and vows of celibacy. 
Thomas Cranmer moved his family to the continent, 
seeing that these articles opened the way for persecu-
tion. The Articles were revoked in 1547 by Edward VI. 

The discussions between the committee and the 
Lutheran scholars were not without benefit. They 
agreed a series of thirteen articles, which, though 
never published, proved to be influential on Cran-
mer’s thinking. Some of these thirteen articles were 
lifted almost verbatim from the Augsburg Confes-
sion, while others  were entirely new. Those deal-
ing with the sacraments, including penance, seem to 
indicate that the Lutherans were prepared to take a 
more sacramentalist position than their Confession 
allowed, probably in order to accommodate the con-
cerns of the Anglicans at this stage. 

The Necessary Doctrine and Erudition 
for any Christian Man, 1543 

This is a revision of the earlier work of 1537, and, unlike 
the Bishops’ Book, did receive the approval of Convoca-
tion. Since it also received royal approval, it is commonly 
known as The King’s Book. Following the spirit of the Six 
Articles, this book reiterated the retrograde position 
then being adopted by the King. While the word ‘tran-
substantiation’ was absent, the doctrine was not. 

The Forty-Two Articles of 1553 

Edward VI concerned himself primarily with liturgical 
and homiletical reform. This concern gave rise to the 
first English Prayer Book and the First Book of Homi-
lies. By 1552 Archbishop Cranmer had been asked to 
draw up a set of articles for the settling of doctrinal 
disputes. Records show that he had begun this work 
some time previously, as early as 1549 according to 
correspondence between Bishop Hooper and Henry 
Bullinger. The content of the Articles was far more 
satisfactory than any to date. Rome’s various errors, 
regarding celibacy, authority, tradition, transubstan-
tiation, congruous merit, and many other points, 
are clearly opposed. So too were the errors of the 
Anabaptists and some totally heretical groups. Writ-

ing in August 1551, Martin Micronius complained to 
Bullinger in the following terms: 

We have not only to contend with the Papists, who are 
almost everywhere unashamed of their errors, but much 
more so with the Sectaries and Epicurians and pseudo-
Evangelicals. In addition to the ancient errors respecting 
paedo-baptism, the incarnation of Christ, the authority 
of the magistrate, the lawfulness of an oath, the prop-
erty and community of goods, and the like, new ones are 
rising up every day, with which we have to contend. The 
chief opponents, however, of Christ’s divinity are the Ar-
ians, who are now beginning to shake our churches with 
greater violence than ever as they deny the conception of 
Christ by the Virgin. (Quoted in The Thirty-Nine Articles of 
the Church of England Explained with an introduction, ECS 
Gibson, Methuen, London, 5th end, 1906, p. 23)

Therefore a large number of the Articles dealt with 
matters arising from the errors of the Anabaptists, 
and some totally heretical groups.
 
Regarding sources used in drawing up the Forty-Two 
Articles, it is sometimes said that they owed their 
existence to recent Lutheran confessions. However, 
those who have compared the Forty-Two Articles 
with the Lutheran statements have concluded that 
Lutheran influence is limited to the thirteen articles 
of 1538. The Forty-Two Articles can be said to be 
truly Anglican in their doctrine. 

They contain similar doctrine to that of Calvin and 
Geneva on some points, notably on predestination 
and faith, and to that of the Lutherans on others. 
However, they are neither an attempt to mix the 
two views, nor are they an attempt to hold two posi-
tions in tension. They are a truly Anglican statement 
of faith. The only question regarding them concerns 
their intended longevity; were they meant to be the 
last word for Anglicans, or were they intended only to 
deal with issues relevant to that period? The gener-
ally negative tone of the Articles has lead commen-
tators to presume that the latter is the correct view. 

The Thirty-Nine Articles, 1563 

The Forty-Two Articles were never given Parliamen-
tary approval, and so were never rescinded under 
Queen Mary. Instead, they were quietly ignored, and 



the reign of Charles I. In 1622 one Richard Mon-
tague, a parish clergyman, published A New Gag 
for an Old Goose, being a reply to a then recent 
Roman Catholic publication, The New Gag for 
the New Gospel. The New Gag for a New Gos-
pel assumed that the Church of England was 
Calvinistic from top to bottom, and then at-
tacked Calvinism on various points. Montague’s 
reply was that the Church of England was not 
uniformly Calvinistic, and he argued, in moder-
ate terms, against aspects both of Rome’s and 
Geneva’s positions. Following the publication 
of a second work on the subject, this one being 
less temperate, William Prynne demanded that 
none should be allowed to speak or write against 
the Calvinistic doctrines, and that the conclusions 
of the Synod of Dort should be subscribed to by 
every clergyman of the Church of England. With a 
bitter row developing between the Church party 
and the Puritan party, the Church drew up a royal 
proclamation which was published in 1626 in the 
hope of dampening down the flames. It was almost 
certainly penned by William Laud, and he advised 
the King to reissue it two years later (he now being 
Archbishop of Canterbury). It is this second issue 
which is prefixed to the Articles. The intention of 
the Declaration is to allow all readers of the Arti-
cles to accept that they are godly, biblical and or-
thodox. While individuals may carp at expressions 
here and there, the general tenor of the Articles is 
to be accepted as true and correct. Hence all clergy 
were still required to subscribe to them, and still 
are, even though the Anglo-Catholics have found 
ways around this. Some admit to crossing their fin-
gers while taking the oath of canonical obedience! 

The Thirty-Nine Articles, then, are intended to rep-
resent the doctrine of the Church of England with 
reference to the wider church, but without being 
indebted to any particular national church. One can 
only pray for the day when all the clergy of the Es-
tablished Church uphold the doctrine of the Articles, 
in the spirit in which their authors intended them to 
be read and understood. The errors they refute are 
grievous. The grace they affirm is glorious. The God 
they honour is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. May he be glorified in the Church throughout 
all ages. 
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so were easily revived under Mary’s successor, Eliza-
beth. Under Elizabeth a revision of the Forty-Two Ar-
ticles was begun by Archbishop Parker. He reduced 
the forty-two articles to thirty-eight and revised 
those he retained. These were submitted to a revi-
sion committee and they produced the draft which 
was put to the bishops. 

Compared with the Forty-Two Articles of 1553 four 
were new, clauses were added to eleven, including 
the new Article 20, seven were dropped, clauses 
were dropped from seven, and various others were 
rewritten or otherwise amended. The result was a 
document of thirty-nine articles, which were submit-
ted and approved, including Article 29 which Parker 
had omitted. The effect was to state the doctrine 
of the Church in a more general manner thus mak-
ing the Articles less prone to the effects of pass-
ing trends. It also strengthened the position of the 
Church of England as part of the Catholic church, 
showing more clearly her adherence to the general 
teaching of the universal orthodox church. The an-
tipathy of the Church of England toward Rome was 
maintained, while at the same time it is argued by 
some that certain other changes were intended to 
adversely affect the Puritan party. 

The Articles were approved by Convocation, but the 
Queen made strenuous efforts to keep them from 
Parliament, fearing dissent. That changed in 1570 
with the publication of the papal bull excommuni-
cating the Queen. Now she needed a united church; 
not one united by never being allowed to disagree, 
but one united by holding to a common statement 
of faith. 

The Thirty-Nine Articles were sent for final revision 
and were then laid before Parliament in 1571. At the 
same time all the clergy were required to subscribe 
to the Articles and statute law made this enforceable. 
To ease the consciences of Puritans, subscription was 
then only required to ‘some’ of the Articles. The text 
of the Articles has stood unaltered since that time. 

The Royal Declaration 

The only addition to the Articles has been His Maj-
esty’s Declaration, which has prefaced them since 
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                                                Thomas Boston 
                                     
          1676 - 1732

              Part I
       
                                                  by

                                                 Rev. Derek Petrie 

Thomas Boston was born on 17 March 1796 in the 
little town of Duns which is pleasantly situated on 
the periphery of the Lammermuirs in Berwickshire, 
south-east Scotland. Boston was born in a tene-
ment in Newtown Street.  He was the youngest of 
seven children.  He was born into a Presbyterian 
family who came from Ayr.  His father was a God-
fearing Presbyterian and had suffered severely on 
account of Nonconformist principles.  On one oc-
casion he was imprisoned for these principles and 
Thomas was imprisoned with his father for at least 
one night.  He never forgot this experience as a 
boy.

His education began at a very early age under 
the guidance of the local schoolmistress who 
lived in the upper storey of his father’s house.  
Indeed, it was she who first expressed the de-
sire that she would one day see the young boy of 
the household engaged in the work of the Gos-
pel.  He began to read the Bible at the age of 
seven and a year later he entered Duns Grammar 
School where he made rapid progress.  He was 
a quiet and somewhat timorous boy but he had 
a retentive memory - a priceless possession for 
studying books.

His first awareness of the dealings of God with his 
soul took place when he was eleven.  His father took 
him to hear the Puritan Reverend Henry Erskine 
preach. Boston was spiritually awakened whilst 
Henry Erskine was preaching on John 1:29, ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world’.  Later in life, when penning his noble solilo-
quy on ‘man-fishing’, he remembered the skill that 
cast the line so cunningly in Whitsome:

Little wast thou thinking, O my soul on Christ, heaven, or 
thyself, when thou went to the Newton of Whitsome to 
hear a preaching, when Christ first dealt with thee; there 
thou got an unexpected cast (The Art of Manfishing, The 
Complete Works Of Thomas Boston Vol.5, Tentmaker, 
2002, p11-12).  

Also, Boston heard Erskine preaching on Matt. 3:7, 
‘But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?’  Boston says this, 

By these I judge, God spoke to me; however, I know I 
was touched quickly after the first hearing, wherein 
I was like one amazed with some new strange things. 
My lost state by nature, my absolute need of Christ be-
ing thus discovered to me, I was set to pray in earnest 
(Memoirs of Thomas Boston, BOT, 1988, p.35)

Sometime after Boston’s new spiritual birth he became 
sure that God was calling him to the ministry.  But there 
were difficulties in the path.  Firstly, the Bostons were 
not wealthy and a three year college course involved 
a considerable amount of money. Secondly, Thomas’ 
health was never good and was a very sore trial to him. 

Boston studied at Edinburgh University and he also 
tutored with a family near Clackmannan.  Howev-
er, he had a consuming zeal for the things of God.  
Above all else, there were quiet spots at Kennet 
(near Clackmannan) for communion with God.  This 
was a thriving time for his soul.

Puritan Profile
Thomas Boston 1676  - 1732
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Thomas Boston left Kennet in February 1697, and on 
the 15 June of the same year he was licensed by the 
united Presbytery of Duns and Churnside.  It is no won-
der that his preaching soon began to attract attention.  
There was a force and freshness in it that arrested the 
common people.  In his preaching there was vision 
such as is only granted to those who daily walk with 
God.  Here was a man who enjoyed communion with 
God.  He was serious about God.  His heart was full of 
Scripture. He was passionate about the Bible.

During his two years as a probationer he was sought 
after by a number of churches.  But these were the 
times when the local heritor (or landlord) was the 
governing factor in the settlement of ministers.  And 
Thomas Boston would not court them and that de-
layed his pastoral settlement.  He would not bow to 
them from the pulpit.  Listen to what he says, 

The first Sabbath I preached, being timorous, I had not 
confidence to look upon the people, though I believe I 
did not close my eyes. The second Sabbath I had more 
confidence, and the next, again more ‘till very soon I 
had enough and was censured as too bold, particu-
larly in meddling with the public sins of the land.  The 
truth is my God pities my natural weakness, indulg-
ing me after a while after setting out in His work that 
whatever fears I was liable to err I got into the pulpit 
yet once the pulpit door was closed on me, fear was, 
as it were, closed out (Memoirs of Thomas Boston, 
BOT, 1988, p35).  

The time of his probation was a very heart-searching 
and perplexing time for him.  He sought the guiding 
hand of God continually so as to ascertain where his 
future service ought to be. Certainly, prayer and fast-
ing were crucial for him.

Then in 1699 a call came to him from a small and ob-
scure parish where the people and the heritor were 
agreed.  Boston lists certain reservations concerning 
his acceptance of that call: 

1. The rarity of godly people there
2. The smallness of their number
3. The smallness of the stipend
4. The temperament of the people being so different 
from my own
5. The other ministers in the area were not such that 
he could work alongside

6. The apparent lack of opportunity to be of service 
there (Memoirs of Thomas Boston, BOT, 1988, p.81).  

As he looked at the situation he weighed up all these 
things.  He said, ‘I was not far from thinking that I 
was more useful in my unsettled condition than I 
would be if Minister of Simprin’ (Memoirs of Thomas 
Boston, BOT, 1988, p.81).  However, it was during the 
preparation of a sermon on Ephesians 1:5 that the 
Lord impressed upon his heart and his mind that he 
should accept the call to Simprin. On Thursday, 21 
September 1699, he was ordained to the ministry of 
the parish of Simprin, eight miles south-east of Duns 
in the Scottish Borders.  With regard to the forma-
tive years of his pastoral ministry he was always me-
ticulous in his habits of work, especially prayer and 
study.  He preached twice, as well as lecturing on the 
Lord’s Day. He also had corporate catechism classes, 
and in addition catechized  the servants individually 
on the Sabbath  evening. Every Tuesday evening in 
the manse there was a friendly gathering for praise 
and prayer.  There was also a mid-week service on 
Thursdays.  He never forgot to spend an hour or so 
in private prayer and meditation.  He visited every 
household regularly as well as visiting those who 
were sick.  In all of his visiting, he would engage in 
catechizing the whole household and in catechizing 
them he would discover the true state of their soul.  
He says this, 

On the morrow I visited the sick and spent the afternoon 
in catechizing, and found great ignorance prevailing.  On 
the Tuesday, visiting a sick woman who was grossly ig-
norant, after I had laid out her wretched state by nature, 
she told me she had believed all her days.  I thereupon 
sat astonished for a while, lifted up my eyes to the Lord, 
and addressed myself to her again for her conviction.  
Howbeit, nothing but stupidity appeared.  Therefore, I 
saw that I had enough to do among my handful (Mem-
oirs of Thomas Boston, BOT, 1988, p.112).  

You will find that he refers again and again to his con-
gregation as ‘my handful’.  He says, ‘The discovery I 
made of their ignorance of God, and of themselves 
made me the more satisfied with the smallness of 
my charge’ (Memoirs of Thomas Boston, BOT, 1988, 
p.112).   

 To be continued in the next issue of the magazine.
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      PTS Christian Heritage Walk 
From Fleet Street – Embankment and Westminster - Saturday 8th June 2013

Our place of meeting was the PTS bookshop in Fleet 
Street where twenty one of us gathered. 

We set off  to the Victoria Embankment Gardens. Here 
we saw the statues of Robbie Burns, the Scottish Poet, 
and Robert Raikes the founder of Sunday Schools in 
1780. We then came to the Watergate built in 1626 as 
a means of early flood containment.  Above the arches 
of the Watergate was carved the words ‘Fidei Coacula 
Crux’ (The Cross is the Touchstone of Faith). 

Moving on, we came to the large bronze statue of 
William Tyndale, who was the first translator of the 
New Testament into English from the Greek. His pas-
sion was to bring God’s Word to everyone, so that 
even the ploughboy could read it. Tyndale was born 
in AD 1484 and died a martyr at Vilvorde in Belgium 
1536. He was hunted down by agents of Henry VIII, 
and his last words were ‘Lord, Open the King of Eng-
land’s Eyes’. The Lord answered his prayer, for soon 
after his death, every church in England had access 
to the whole Bible in English (Coverdale).

We crossed over to the Whitehall Gardens to come 
across the statue to Major-General Charles Gordon 
1833 – 1885. The statue depicts him with his left foot 
resting on a broken cannon and with his left hand 
clasping a pocket bible. His life was dominated by his 
Christian faith and an earnest desire to live out what 
he believed to be the will of God.

We made our way past the Ministry of Defence 
building towards Whitehall and the Banqueting 
House. The Banqueting House is the only surviving 
building of Whitehall Palace, which burned down in 
1698. Designed in the new classical style by Indigo 
Jones, it was completed in 1622 and was used for 
diplomatic ceremonies and court entertainment. In 
1635, Charles I, commissioned Peter-Paul Rubens 
to paint magnificent ceiling paintings which are still 
inside. King Charles I walked to his death through 
the Banqueting House on the 30th January 1649 on 
a scaffold constructed just outside in Whitehall. He 
had been found guilty of treason by a court of Parlia-
mentarians. For seven years England had been torn 

apart by a Civil War between the Parliamentarians 
and King Charles. His execution was the cataclysmic 
event that ended the war.

We moved down Whitehall and crossed over to outside 
Westminster Hall. We stopped at the large bronze stat-
ue on a Portland stone plinth of Oliver Cromwell (1599 – 
1658) Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland and Ireland. He is holding a sword in his right 
hand and a Bible marked Holy Bible 1641, in the other.

We made our way to Westminster Abbey, an archi-
tectural masterpiece, steeped in more than a thou-
sand years of history. Benedictine monks first came 
to the site in the middle of the tenth century, estab-
lishing a tradition of daily worship which continues 
to this day. It was originally surrounded by water 
and called ‘Thorny Island’ before the monks drained 
the site. The Abbey has been the coronation church 
since 1066, and is the final resting place of seven-
teen monarchs, as well as statesmen, poets, scien-
tists, warriors and musicians.

After lunch we moved on to Westminster Chapel 
an independent evangelical church and adjacent to 
Petty France just 200 metres from Buckingham Pal-
ace. The Chapel has been here since 1840 and the 
current building was opened in 1865 with seating for 
1500 worshippers. The church was founded by Con-
gregationalists and pastored by the late Dr D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones from 1939 to 1968. 

Finally, we moved to Buckingham Palace the present 
London residence of the Queen whose Coronation 
was 60 years ago. An extract was read to us from 
the Queen’s Christmas message of 2011 which con-
cluded with the words, ‘It is my prayer that on this 
Christmas day we might all find room in our lives for 
the message of the angels and for the love of God 
through Christ our Lord’. 

Our thanks, to Keith Berry, our informative guide, 
and Sarah Rae for organising the walk.

by Graham Worden



The Best Method of Preaching

Peter Van Mastricht.  
paperback 82pp.
Reformation Heritage Books £6.99

Peter Van Mastricht (1630-1706) was a German-Dutch 
theologian who studied at Utrecht under Gisbert Voe-
tius. He held pastorates in Germany and Denmark be-
fore accepting a position as professor of Hebrew and 
practical theology at Frankfurt, and later at his alma 
mater, Utrecht. He is probably best known for his 
Theoretico-Practica Theologica (1682-87), a compre-
hensive and influential work that was translated into 
Dutch and won much acclaim. Van Mastricht helped 
shape the experiential piety of the Nadere Reformatie 
(Further or Second Reformation) in the Netherlands.

Van Mastricht included in his theological work a meth-
odological treatise on preaching.  He saw preaching as 
the God-ordained means of communicating and ap-
plying the doctrines of living to God through Christ.

His treatise is a pastor’s guide to the parts of a sermon, 
and he includes practical advice on preaching.  Van 
Mastricht meant this guide to be brief as he wanted to 
encourage pastors and theological students to read it.  
He insists that pastors must apply the sermon to the 
hearers.  Sermons should be clear and arranged logi-
cally so the pastor can memorize it and the congrega-
tion will be able to recall it to their minds later.

Amongst his practical advice, he suggests that texts 
should be chosen which relate to the state of the con-
gregation.  Sermons should exegete the text and pas-
tors should not be frightened to preach doctrinally to 
their people.  The pastor should comfort his believing 
people, and encourage them to self-examination.

The editors, Joel R Beeke and Nelson D Kloosterman, 
explain that the publication of this little booklet is to 
whet the reader’s appetite for the projected publica-
tion of Theoretica-Practica Theologica.

Rev. Alisdair MacLeod-Mair
Wickcliffe Preacher, Scotland
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Unreached
Growing Churches in Working Class and 
Deprived Areas 

Tim Chester,  
paperback 171pp. 
IVP £9.99 

Tim Chester’s book is a product of the Reaching the 
Unreached, an informal network of evangelicals 
‘mostly working in deprived areas’.  It consciously 
presents itself as the next generation equivalent 
of Roy Joslin’s seminal 1982 book Urban Harvest. 
That so little has been written in the intervening 
years, Chester argues, is itself indicative of evan-
gelicalism’s slant away from areas of deprivation.

Protestants will ponder this with special alarm 
given our contention for a simple Gospel that is 
the ‘power of God unto salvation’ (Rom.1:16) and 
for a Bible that should, in Tyndale’s famed quote, 
come to be better known by the ploughboy than 
the priest.  Sadly, the Bible seems locked away 
once more from a large part of British society.

Tim Chester, often quoting from his network 
colleagues, offers many insights.  A key value is 
that the Gospel and its remedy for sin is of far 
more value than the patronising tendency to 
offer parental-style advice.  Another is to re-
member that even though most people can 
read, not everyone wants to do so. He reminds 
us that the whole story of Scripture was played 
out against a background in which very many 
people could not themselves read, yet they saw 
and heard and learned and believed the Word of 
Truth.  The sovereign grace of God is also high-
lighted as a key factor, offering hope in a God 
who changes apparently irredeemable situations.

This book will open your eyes, inform your prayers 
and spur your love for ordinary people who need to 
meet an extraordinary Saviour, the son of a carpenter.

John Roberts
Union Baptist Church, High Wycombe 
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Any Christian cannot but be bitterly disappointed 
with the final outcome of David Cameron’s plan to 
redefine the meaning of marriage. Many thousands 
of people ( over 666,000) signed the petition organ-
ized by Coalition for Marriage and Keep Marriage 
Special. Yet in spite of valiant efforts by such groups, 
and the many prayers and protests made by God’s 
people, the vote to amend what should never be 
amended has passed in both Houses of Parliament. 

How should the Christian church react to such a dis-
appointing outcome? The Christian’s rest and trust 
in a sovereign God, and His Word has not changed 
one iota or jot - God is still on the throne and his at-
tributes of holiness, righteousness, justice, and sin 
hating are unchanging. He never frets or fears at the 
rebellion of His subjects. God’s eternal plans  for His 
cause have not changed.
 
Regarding the Christian’s response to such a move 
by our government, there remain three options. One 
is total capitulation and surrender. We could simply 
join the crowd and say, ‘things have changed, move 
on with the times’. That of course is the easy option 
and one of least resistance. That will make us popular 
with some, while causing others to raise an eyebrow 
in disbelief and confusion, and yet others still being 
all the more convinced of the irrelevance of Christi-
anity altogether. For the real Bible-believing Christian 
such an option is not even to be considered. They will 
entertain no such thoughts of becoming conformed 
to this world’s pattern (Romans 12:1-2). They will be 
assured in their mind and heart of the Bible’s clear 
teaching on the institution of marriage. 

The second response of the Christian is to bury our 
heads in the sand and follow the line of see no evil, 
hear no evil, touch no evil; a sort of hyper isola-
tionism, where we look only to heaven and ignore 
everything else going on around us. Yet this type of 

separation and looking the other way, ignoring the 
plight around us, is really a case of being so heavenly 
minded that we are of no earthly use. Is this really 
showing a concern for our fellow neighbour? Whilst 
we are convinced that the overzealous hothead who 
sees nothing else but things to shout and protest 
about has lost sight of the all-encompassing plan of 
God in redemption, and so ceases to remind his fel-
low man of the goodness of God and the mercy to be 
embraced in Christ; the other  is guilty of neglecting 
his duty to warn of the consequences of inventing 
sin and refusing to turn from ways that lead to disas-
ter and ruination. 

The third option is to be a Christian example to the 
decaying world around us. And that neither means 
joining the majority popular opinion nor running 
away from reality. The Christian is ever to remem-
ber, ‘there go I but by the grace of God’. People are 
blind, lost and dead in sin, and so need to hear the 
right message from the Christian church. And that 
means we must not embrace the way of worldly de-
generation into ever increasing sinful behaviour, or 
neglect our care for the welfare of our fellow man, 
nor resort to standing on the sideline throwing in-
sults. But we must remain convinced of the truth 
and teaching of God’s Word, the utter holiness of 
our Triune God, and the total depravity of man’s sin-
ful nature. The answer to the convinced and prac-
tising homosexual is the Gospel of Christ. It is that 
which will change his/her lifestyle and behaviour. It 
is the Gospel that will convince them of the truthful-
ness of God’s Word, and of the God-ordained ways 
of marriage, which can only ever be between a man 
and a woman - no matter what worldly governments 
may enshrine in law. We must never forget though, 
that all people, whatever their sexual orientation, 
need to repent of their sin and seek God for His sav-
ing grace in Jesus Christ. That is the function of the 
Christian church - be a godly Christian! 

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
Stephen Holland on the Christian’s Response 
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Protestant Truth Society
Christian Bookshop

184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

Telephone: 0207 405 4960
E-mail: bookshop@protestant-truth.org

Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm

In our bookshop you will find a good selection of:
Bibles, Commentaries, Concordances, Dictionaries,

Evangelical & Reformed Books, Children’s Books, Devotional Works,
Periodicals, DVDs, CDs, Greetings Cards, Text-Picture Frames,
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How to find us
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(both eight minutes walk)
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two pictorial designs.
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