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 Sinai-Living 
God’s Way
Editorial by Director of Ministry

The dawn of a New Year provides a very natural op-
portunity for us as believers to pause and take stock. 
It is a time when we should both reflect on the year 
that is past and ask ourselves if in 2013 we truly lived 
to please and glorify God, and to look forward asking 
how can we live in 2014 in a way that will produce a 
greater likeness to Christ.

For many, even for many professing Christians, the 
solution to living a more holy life seems to be in mak-
ing New Year resolutions that set a benchmark en-
able us to live better lives.

The answer to living as God has called us to live in 
Christ is, of course, not in New Year resolutions  how-
ever well-intentioned, but rather in setting before us 
the Word of God. Our guide for living is the moral 
law of God summarized in the Ten Commandments. 
Against the backdrop of a society that is lawless in  
its  rejection of God’s law, it is imperative that God’s 
true believing people delight in and obey God’s law 
with a heart of love for Christ.  Jesus said, ‘If ye love 
me; keep my commandments’ (John 14:15).

Would you desire to live godly in Christ in 2014? 
Then make God’s word your infallible rule and guide. 
Embrace its precepts with all your heart.  Hear the 
words of the Psalmist,

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep his testimo-
nies, and that seek him with the whole heart. They also 
do no iniquity: they walk in his ways. Thou hast com-
manded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O that my 
ways were directed to keep thy statutes! Then shall I 
not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy com-
mandments (Psalm 119:1-6).

Listen to his testimony,
Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in 
thy righteousness.  Let thy mercies come also unto me, 
O Lord, even thy salvation, according to thy word. So 
shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth 
me: for I trust in thy word.  And take not the word of 
truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy 
judgments. So shall I keep thy law continually for ever 
and ever. And I will walk at liberty: for I seek thy pre-
cepts. I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, 
and will not be ashamed. And I will delight myself in thy 
commandments, which I have loved. My hands also will 
I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; 
and I will meditate in thy statutes. Remember the word 
unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to 
hope. This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word 
hath quickened me (Psalm 119:40-50).  

Oh to have the Psalmist’s heart! Obedience to the 
Word of God brings the promise of God’s abiding 
love and presence,

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest my-
self to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him (John 14:21, 23).

To love God and walk in the ways of God is to walk 
with God. May you know what it is to walk with God 
throughout this New Year.
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The following four resolutions were agreed by the 
Annual General Meeting of the Protestant Truth 
Society held on Monday 9 November 2013

1. ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society commends Mr Nigel Farage for his 
clear statement on the importance of the Judeo-
Christian underpinning of British Law, and for his 
support for that fact. We hope and trust that he 
will continue to show such support for the Prot-
estant basis of our Constitution in the future.’
 
2.  ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society is saddened that the significant major-
ity of members of both houses of Parliament con-
tinue to undermine the Biblical basis to the Laws of 
the United Kingdom. We urge them to recognize the 
value Protestant Christianity has had for our Consti-
tution over the centuries, and to cease changing that 
which is already reformed.’

3.  ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society is disappointed at the lack of clarity 
shown by the Archbishop of Canterbury in various 
statements he has made, in Parliament and else-
where, about Biblical teaching on the subject of 
homosexual activity. We ask him to state on public 
record that such activity is unequivocally sinful, and 
to make clear that recent alterations to English Law 
to make legal ‘same-sex marriage’ is an affront to the 
law of God.’
 
4.   ‘This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant 
Truth Society calls upon the Government to respect 
the freedom of believing Protestants to express their 
conviction that God  ordained marriage only to be 
between a man and a woman, and that it  is beyond 
the power of Parliament to redefine it.’

Please pray for the Lord’s blessing to rest upon these 
reolutions as they are sent to the relevant parties.

AGM RESOLUTIONS 
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In the 
news

Christians in Syria face mounting horrors
CHRISTIANS in Syria are accusing al-Qaeda-backed Is-
lamists of having carried out one of the worst atroci-
ties of the war so far and killed more than 40 mem-
bers of the minority Christian community during their 
occupation of the town of Sadad, north of Damascus. 
The Syrian government announced last week that its 
forces had regained control of this strategic town.

In a report by the news service of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, Agenzia Fides, the Syriac Ortho-
dox Metropolitan of Homs and Hama, Archbishop 
Selwanos Boutros Alnemeh, said: ‘Forty-five inno-
cent civilians were martyred for no reason’ It was, 
he said, the ‘biggest massacre of Christians in Syria 
in the past two-and-a-half years’.

A meeting of Arab Christian representatives in Bei-
rut last weekend also condemned the killings. One 
delegate said it was ‘imperative that we unite under 
one umbrella to agree on our stances and further 
join together to make decisions and pressure local 
governments and the international community’.

The violence in Sadad represents just a fraction of 
that occurring daily in Syria. 

Secularists want Christian coronation oath scrapped 
Secularists have launched a campaign to end the 
Christian coronation oath, in a bid criticized as ‘deep-
ly misjudged’. 

Lawyers working for the National Secular Society 
(NSS) are investigating challenging the coronation 
promise.

However the Church of England said the bid was a 
‘flawed publicity stunt’ which aimed to ‘politicize the 
coronation’.

At her coronation in 1953 the Queen promised to, 
‘maintain the Laws of God and the true profession 
of the Gospel’, as well as agreeing to maintain the 
‘Protestant Reformed Religion established by law’. 
Speaking to the Sunday Times, a Church of England 
source warned that if the secularists’ bid is success-
ful it would hasten the removal of Christianity from 
public life.

Arun Arora, the Director of Communications for 
the Church of England, said: ‘As a flawed public-
ity stunt, this attempt to politicize the coronation 
is sadly misguided and deeply misjudged by an 
increasingly desperate campaign group of barely 
10,000 members.’

Keith Porteus Wood, the Executive Director of the 
NSS, commented: ‘Lawyers instructed by the NSS 
are investigating a challenge to the oaths connect-
ed with the accession and coronation.’

He added: ‘The investiture ceremony should be an 
inclusive one in which everybody should feel equally 
valued, not a religious service of one denomination’.
Earlier this month the NSS was accused of politi-
cizing Remembrance Sunday after it called for the 
Church of England to be banned from its traditional 
role in the day.

Christian traditions have been part of the annual 
ceremony of remembrance at the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall, London, since it was first introduced in 
1921.

However Professor Norman Bonney, who is a di-
rector of the National Secular Society, wrote an 
academic paper arguing that the Church of England 
can no longer be ‘fully inclusive’ of the whole com-
munity.

He says the Cenotaph was designed to be a secular 
monument, but this is refuted by Peter Eagles who is 
Archdeacon to the Army.
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MSP makes second push to legalise assisted suicide
A new assisted suicide Bill has been launched in 
Scotland, despite the previous attempt having been 
soundly defeated by MSPs.

Margo Macdonald’s new Bill comes as a Europe-wide 
campaign against euthanasia begins in Brussels. Un-
der the Independent MSP’s Bill, people as young as 
16 with a terminal illness or progressive life-shorten-
ing condition would be allowed to tell their GP about 
their wish for assisted suicide.

Individuals, who would be known as ‘facilitators’, 
could also be licensed to collect lethal drugs for 
those who wish to die.

Dr Murdo Macdonald, from the Church of Scotland, 
said the church found the MSP’s plans to be ‘deeply 
disturbing, undermining as it does the need to offer 
care and comfort to all’.

In Brussels the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition Eu-
rope (EPC – Europe) has warned that in other coun-
tries where euthanasia has been legalized, people 
have been killed who were not terminally ill.

Dr Kevin Fitzpatrick, the co-ordinator of the group, 
said euthanasia has ‘quickly and easily’ been extend-
ed to disabled and elderly people.

In 2010 when Margo Macdonald’s End of Life Assis-
tance (Scotland) Bill came before MSPs, they reject-
ed it by 85 votes to 16.

Care Not Killing’s Gordon Macdonald, who also at-
tended the launch of the new campaign group, said: 
‘Europe can learn from Scotland’s example as a country 
which has rejected the view that some people’s lives 
are not worth living. We believe that society has a re-
sponsibility to protect the most vulnerable.’

In Belgium, where euthanasia is legalized, identical 
twins who were not terminally ill were killed by lethal 
injection. Marc and Eddy Verbessem sought eutha-
nasia after discovering they were both going blind. 
They were born deaf. They believed their lives would 
not be worth living if they could not see each other, 
according to their brother.

A professor of medical ethics at Leuven in Belgium 
criticized the killing saying: ‘In a society as wealthy as 
ours, we must find another, caring way to deal with 
human frailty.’

RCs discuss dropping legal weddings 
over gay marriage
Roman Catholic bishops in England and Wales have 
discussed whether to stop performing the legal part 
of wedding ceremonies because of gay marriage leg-
islation, according to media reports.

Earlier this week, an article for Roman Catholic 
newspaper The Tablet said the bishops were set to 
consider a new system in response to the redefini-
tion of marriage.

Professor Christopher McCrudden, the bishops’ legal 
adviser, warned that the move may be necessary in 
order to protect Roman Catholic priests from legal 
action for refusing to perform same-sex weddings.
Many pro-traditional marriage supporters have 
raised concerns that the European Court of Human 
Rights could force churches to conduct gay marriag-
es against their wishes.

Leading human rights lawyer Aidan O’Neill QC pre-
viously highlighted the way the Church of England’s 
gay marriage exemption is ‘eminently challengeable’ 
in Europe.

This is because the Church has a legal obligation to 
marry anyone in their local parish.

But The Christian Institute is advising churches to 
continue providing the civil elements of the wedding 
ceremony.

Spokesman Mike Judge said: ‘The very fact the Ro-
man Catholic Church is even discussing this move 
shows how ill-considered the gay marriage legisla-
tion was. However, our advice to churches is that it 
is still perfectly lawful to conduct weddings that are 
legally recognized, and only between a man and a 
woman. They should continue to perform such cer-
emonies while it is still legally possible for them to 
do so.’
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Opposition from the Self-righteous 
An edited sermon on John 9:28-34

 by Rev. Stephen Holland

Introduction
Jesus had wonderfully healed a man born in to-
tal darkness, a man blind from birth. The reaction 
should have been joy and gladness by all. Yet, the 
ones you would have thought should be rejoicing 
the most, the religious God-fearing ones, were the 
least rejoicing. The reason? Their total rejecting of 
Jesus as the God-sent Messiah and Saviour. Not even 
the noble act of healing a blind man could remove 
their prejudice, pride, and hatred. 

1. The Pride
a) Religious Pride 
Few things make one so proud as religion and yet 
none appear so vile before God as the self-satisfied 
religious man or woman. The person contented with 
their religious zeal and behaviour sees no need of 
the Saviour who has come not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance (Lk. 5:32). The pride found 
within the religious heart is often the cause of not 
just self-righteous behaviour but outward hostility to 
those who embrace the Gospel of Jesus Christ.     
b) Ridiculing Pride
Putting one in their place is a way of dominance and 
power. Few things are so effective as belittling anoth-
er, as can be seen in their expression, ‘Thou art His 
disciple, but we are Moses’’ (v.28). Moses, in their 
eyes was great yet Jesus was small. How we should 
all be reminded by the words of John the Baptist, ‘He 
must increase, but I must decrease’ (Jn.3:30). 
c) Resentful Pride
They unsuccessfully attempted to discredit Jesus’ 
miracle by suggesting that the blind man was never 
blind to begin with, or that he was not who they all 
believed him to be. After all failed, we can see their 
true selves displayed. Man truly resents his Maker. 

We make reasons to blame God for things, and so 
seek to justify our not turning to Him in our need. 
They resented Jesus - His teaching and miracles. 
Man is the same today. 

2. The Perception 
a) They Were Blind
In spite of their boasting, they were blind them-
selves. Their physical sight was perfect but their 
spiritual sight was as dark as the blind man’s physi-
cal blindness. We cannot take the moral high ground 
as Scripture declares all to be in spiritual darkness 
(Eph.5:8; Col.1:13; 1Thess.5:4). Their blindness hin-
dered them from seeing who Jesus really was. The 
god of this world still blinds the hearts and minds of 
people today.  
b) They Were in Bondage
Man is never a free agent. We are accountable to 
God for our sinful behaviour. Man is a slave to sin, 
to his own nature. Whilst we all make choices, those 
choices are governed by our natures which were 
born in sin (Ps.51:5; 58:3). Even though the religious 
leaders boasted of their freedom (Jn.8:33), they 
were slaves to sin (Jn.8:34). The reality was, there 
stood one amongst them who could deliver from sin 
and its consequences (Jn.8:36).
c) They Were Bitter
Though none could ever find fault with God’s per-
fect Son, yet their hearts were filled with bitterness 
and spite. It is never a case of ‘live and let live’ with 
such people. There was no rejoicing in such mighty 
miracles. Bitterness darkens and clouds a man’s 
thoughts. Bitterness cripples and destroys. Get rid 
of bitterness, whatever the cause - God is sovereign 
and controls the events in your life.  

3. The Power 
a) Noticeable Power
Despite their attempts at ignoring or excusing the mira-
cle, no one could deny what actually happened. Unlike 
the phony miracles of today this one was the real deal. 
Neither could such mighty acts be denied with the dis-
ciples’ own miracles (Acts 4:16). It was not the simple 
or uneducated who witnessed Jesus’ miraculous power 
but the religious educated elite. And yet seeing was cer-
tainly not believing when it came to them!
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b) Neglected Power
Some people claim that if God would just demon-
strate His power before their eyes they would become 
believers. This is simply not the case as can be demon-
strated from this passage. There are those who tell us 
that what we need today is a return to the miraculous 
age of the New Testament. But we know from Christ’s 
own words, ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from 
the dead’ (Lk.16:31). Do not neglect the array of Bibli-
cal miracles seen on the pages of Scripture, in favour 
of the fake and ridiculous.   
c) Necessary Power
These miraculous signs were given to authenticate 
Jesus’ own claim of being the Messiah (Jn.20:30-31). 
He left all without excuse, even His enemies. They 
truly demonstrate His claim to being the Son of God. 
In fact, no Jew would ever have recognized one to be 
such without seeing the sign of miracles. Whenever 
God gave new revelation it was accompanied by mi-
raculous signs.  

4. The Persecution   
a) He Was Less Than They
They not only reject the words of Christ but also one 
of His new-found followers. Pride prevents people 
from hearing, and persecutes those who do. This is 
no surprise as the Lord Himself warned of such trou-
ble for believers (Jn.6:33).
 b) He Was Left Alone
This poor blind man received the treatment his par-
ents had feared (v.22): he was put out of the syna-
gogue. He was left all alone because he followed the 
man Jesus. Many have suffered a similar fate and yet 
one is never really alone.  The Christian has the rock 
solid promise from Jesus Christ of never being aban-
doned even if we feel that at times. 
c) He Was Like Jesus  
The Christian walk is one of taking up the cross and 
following Jesus Christ – being a disciple, for that is 
what a disciple is. The oft repeated phrase, ‘God 
loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life’ has 
no Biblical basis whatsoever. It has resulted in many 
a false, yet disappointed and delusional temporary 
disciple , who followed Jesus under a false pretence. 
May we be those who count the cost of following 
the One who cures spiritual darkness and gives light 
to the blind.  

John Knox 
 Scottish Reformer 

1514-1572

This year marks the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
the great Scottish Reformer, John Knox.

God not only calls men to particular tasks in His king-
dom; He also equips the men He calls with the per-
sonality, gifts, and strength to do the work.

So it was with John Knox, the Reformer of Scotland.
John Knox was born in 1514, in the small village of 
Gifford in East Lotham. He received his early training 
in Haddington and was then sent to the University 
of Glasgow. 

His upbringing and experiences tempered him to 
stand alone against queens and princes, unmoved 
by their threats or tears. He was, in God’s wisdom, 
the only one who could bring the Reformation to 
Scotland.

It was not until around 1542 that Knox became a Prot-
estant. It was around this period that he met and be-
came a close friend of George Wishart, a bold minis-
ter and teacher of Reformation doctrine. Wishart was 
soon arrested by the Roman Catholic authorities and 
was taken away to be tried and condemned to burn-
ing at the stake. It was this event that really began 

Knox’s commitment to the Reformation.

Wishart was burned to death by Cardinal Beaton of 
St Andrews in March of 1546. Nobles, sympathetic 
to Protestantism, stormed the castle, killed Beaton, 
and invited other Protestants, including Knox, to 
take up residence in the castle.

Knox lived in the castle for a time, preaching and 
teaching, but in July of 1547 the castle was captured 
by a part of the French navy. Knox and others were 
made prisoners of the French, and, after being sen-
tenced in France, Knox was condemned to the gal-
leys as a slave chained to an oar.
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Knox was released only because Edward VI, Protes-
tant king of England, directly intervened on his behalf 
with the king of France. He was released in 1549 and 
took up residence in England where he lived for about 
five years. Here he married Marjory Bowes. With the 
untimely death of Edward and the accession of Mary 
Tudor, ‘Bloody Mary,’ as she was called, a loyal daugh-
ter of Rome and one determined to restore Roman 
Catholicism to England – even at the price of the blood 
of the Protestants.

In 1554 Knox fled to Europe. He lived in Geneva, when Cal-
vin was at the height of his powers and influence. The two 
spent much time together discussing theology and, more 
particularly, church polity. He accepted in accordance 
with Calvin’s counsel a call to the English Church at Frank-
furt. Here controversies in connection with vestments, 
ceremonies, and the use of the English prayer-book con-
fronted him. He later returned to Geneva, where he was 
invited to become minister of the refugee English 
congregation.

In August of 1555, Knox set out for Scotland, where 
he remained for nine months preaching Evangelical 
doctrine in various parts of the country, and persuad-
ing those who favoured the Reformation to cease 
from attendance at mass, and to join with himself in 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper according to a 
Reformed pattern.

In May, 1556, he was cited to appear before the hier-
archy in Edinburgh, and he boldly responded to the 
summons; but the bishops found it expedient not to 
proceed with the trial. In July an urgent call from his 
congregation at Geneva, along, probably, with the 
desire to prevent the renewal of persecution in Scot-
land, caused him to return to Geneva. 

Two things resulted from his stay in Geneva: he was 
thoroughly equipped to establish a complete refor-
mation in Scotland, not only in doctrine, but also in 
church polity and liturgy. He also authored a pam-
phlet entitled, ‘First Blast of the Trumpet Against the 
Monstrous Regiment of Women.’  The pamphlet was 
written primarily against Bloody Mary (although no 
names were mentioned), but it got him into endless
trouble with Elizabeth, queen of England, and with 
Mary, queen of Scotland.

In 1559 Knox returned to Scotland for good, and with 
his return the work of reformation advanced rapidly. 
It was evident that the common people hungered for 
the pure preaching of the gospel, a hunger created by 
a mighty work of the Spirit of Christ. Romanism was 
abandoned, superstition was condemned, the chains 
of Rome were broken, and the nation moved stead-
ily in the direction of becoming a Protestant country. 
Knox’s preaching led the way. Knox was much en-
grossed with the public affairs of the national Church, 
and at the same time devoted to his work as a parish 
minister, to say nothing of his continual, and perhaps, 
in his position, unavoidable controversies, with the 
ecclesiastical and political factions of the day, which 
he regarded as his country’s enemies.

In 1563 he retired to relative privacy because his 
forcefulness and uncompromising attitude offended 
many. But his influence continued to be felt. When 
Mary was forced to abdicate the throne in 1567, re-
forms continued. It was decided, for example, that 
the ruler of Scotland must henceforth be protestant, 
and many provisions were made for the support of 
the clergy. Also under Knox’s influence, schools were 
established. He wanted schools in every parish.

In 1570 Knox suffered a stroke, from which he par-
tially recovered. He retired to St Andrews, where his 
work of reformation had begun, and there he contin-
ued to preach even though he had to be carried to the 
pulpit. But Knox spoke of being  ‘weary of the world’ 
and of ‘thirsting to depart.’ On November 24, 1572, at 
the age of 58, the Lord took him home. At his grave in 
the churchyard at St Giles, it was said that ‘Here lies a 
man who in his life never feared the face of man’.

It is quite amazing, and a demonstration of the power of 
grace, that the Reformation came at all to Scotland. Scot-
land was known throughout Europe as the most supersti-
tious and the most Roman Catholic of all countries. And 
the church which had held sway here for centuries was a 
church in which corruption had reached depths found in  
few other places. Though he was small and weak, beset 
since his days in the galleys with many infirmities, he was 
of a vigorous mind and implacable will. His piety and zeal 
knew no bounds. He stamped his character on the church 
which he was instrumental in establishing. Knox proved 
that ‘One man with God is a majority’.
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What is a miracle?
Sometimes we use the word miracle to speak about 
things that may be difficult. For example, we say, ‘It 
will be a miracle if I pass my exams’ or ‘It will be a 
miracle if Liverpool win the League’. However dif-
ficult either of these might be they would not be 
miracles.

The Bible uses different words to describe the mira-
cles of Jesus. They include the words power, sign and 
wonder.  So we can conclude that Jesus’ miracles are 
the work of God’s divine power in an extraordinary 
event, as a sign or evidence of who Jesus is, and the 
truth of the message he speaks. 

The miracles of Jesus can be divided into three-
groups. There are healing miracles, nature miracles 
and resurrection miracles. These demonstrate God’s 
power over sickness, nature and even death.

We will look at two miracles from each group in our 
children’s page throughout this year.

The first one is a nature miracle, known as the feed-
ing of the five thousand. It shows God’s power over-
nature. 

Let’s read the story from Mark’s gospel.

And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came 
unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the 
time is far passed: send them away, that they may go 
into the country round about, and into the villages, and 
buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.  He 
answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And 
they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pen-
nyworth of bread, and give them to eat? He saith unto 
them, how many loaves have ye? Go and see. And when 
they knew, they say, five, and two fishes. And he com-
manded them to make all sit down by companies upon the 
green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, 

and by fifties. And when he had taken the five loaves 
and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, 
and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to 
set before them; and the two fishes divided he among 
them all. And they did all eat, and were filled. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the 
fishes. And they that did eat of the loaves were about 
five thousand men (Mark 6:35-44).

Activity:

Can you unscramble the letters to make up words 
connected to this miracle?

vlaose    _  _  _  _  _  _
aceilmr  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
ghnrvy  _  _  _  _  _  _  
hifs  _  _  _  _
eeltvw  _  _  _  _  _  _
ksbtaes  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

In John’s gospel we read that the day after Jesus 
performed this miracle, he taught the people some-
thing very important. Memorize this verse: ‘And Je-
sus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that be-
lieveth on me shall never thirst’ (John 6:35).

Lesson: Jesus cares about our physical needs. He 
cared that the people were hungry and provided food 
to feed them. But Jesus is more concerned about our 
spiritual needs. That is, our need to come to him and 
believe on him as our Saviour. Is Jesus your Saviour?

BIBLE STORY  •   MEMORY VERSE  •   ACTIVITIES

The Miracles of Jesus
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As in previous years the Council has maintained regu-
lar meetings throughout the year to discuss financial 
and spiritual issues of concern to us as a Society and 
to make decisions about any action we should take. 
We are thankful for the manner in which our Com-
pany Secretary (Mr George Rae), other office staff, 
the Director of Ministry and the Wickliffe preachers 
co-operate in fulfilling our tasks. We are grateful for 
their loyal service.

Wickliffe Preachers
The Rev David Patterson has stepped into the post 
of Director of Ministry with enthusiasm and encour-
agement. He has continued to build up our work 
throughout the United Kingdom and in particular 
Northern Ireland. It is good to have his on the spot 
representation in Northern Ireland, which has seen 
a significant and positive response. He continues to 
lead the production of ‘Protestant Truth’ magazine - 
a vital tool in spreading our work and our message. 
He has also begun to work on the production of a 
better presented website, which will come to frui-
tion in 2013, God willing.

The preachers in the East of England and in the 
North of England have continued to fulfil many 
preaching and teaching engagements as well as 
producing articles for our magazine. They also 
speak ‘under our banner’ at, and attend for our 
purposes, conferences organized by other societies 
and groups. The annual public event in Bury St Ed-
munds, ‘Martyr’s Memorial Day’, is an example of 
events they themselves organize. Our preacher in 
Scotland has had a challenging start, finding it dif-
ficult to get many invitations. It is a matter of hope 
that contacts made will provide invitations to con-
gregations and denominations where we have not 
previously been invited. The Council has sought, 
and is seeking, to give support and encouragement 
to him in what is clearly a difficult work. 

There was a very useful ministry day early in 2013, 
held at Kensit Memorial College, where all the staff 
were able to get together. Discussions about their 
ministry and the difficulties and challenges, as well 
as the positive encouragements received, were 
shared. The Chairman and a Council Member were 
able to join for much of the day. 

Bookshop
The continued economic difficulties within the UK con-
tinues to affect the spending power of the public and 
the commercial development of on-line booksellers 
also creates a more challenging environment for the 
Bookshop but it has continued to hold its own. Sales 
have remained steady. It not only provides a valuable 
and well-positioned source of Christian material for 
those in Central London but is also frequented by visi-
tors from all over the country and even from outside the 
UK. It has also provided an extremely valuable ministry 
of encouragement and support for Christians in Central 
London, one which continues to grow, year on year. The 
Bible studies and prayer meetings held there reach out 
to a wide variety of people with much needed spiritual 
support. A regular walk around London with a Christian 
theme is also organized from the Bookshop.

Queen’s Accession Booklet
2012 saw the 60th anniversary of the accession to 
the throne of Queen Elizabeth II. The Council and the 
Director of Ministry oversaw the production of a spe-
cial booklet to honour that moment. The event was 
grasped as an excellent opportunity to refer people 
to the Christian, specifically Protestant, promises 
made by the Queen at her Coronation. This proved 
very successful. The print run of 20,000 was almost 
completely handed out. Those who received a copy 
spoke highly of it, including many who do not share 
the Protestant faith. We hope and trust that this will 
be used of God to be a valuable insight into the truth 
of the Gospel for them.

PTS Annual Report 2012-2013
Rt Rev. Dominic Stockford

PTS Chairman
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Events and other items
The Time Travellers club continues to grow, under the 
direction of Mr Paul Austen. The updated publications 
we are now producing for their use are proving popular. 
More recently we have also found general sales of these 
books increasing following a decision to lower the price. 
Most sales occur at meetings led by Wickliffe Preachers. 
We will continue to consider the production of more 
workbooks in this format over the coming year. These 
decisions will be made, balancing costs and sales, with 
the spiritual benefits of the booklets. We have now had 
a few sales to the US – and we hope for more orders 
from there. This ministry to the young people of today 
is a vital tool in teaching them about our country’s Chris-
tian heritage and about the Protestant faith.

Events that are organized by the PTS do not always have 
the attendance that one would hope for. However, these 
events are more to with continuing to ‘hold fast the 
truth’ by reference to those in the past who have done 
so. For instance, the Martyr’s Memorial Service that the 
Society has traditionally held continued successfully this 
year. Witness being given simply in doing so. We are 
grateful to those who make the effort to attend, as well 
as to those who help to present such events as this. 

The attendance once again of the PTS at the Conserv-
ative Party Conference (sharing a stall with two other 
societies) was, once again, not universally well re-
ceived. However, we take seriously our task of alerting 
those with the responsibility of serving this country 
in government to Christian truth, and to the nature 
of our constitution. The issue raised was primarily 
that of the proposed government introduction of so-
called ‘equal’ (rather, same-sex) marriage. Whatever 
the eventual outcome of such an intervention, and 
significant support was received for our stand on the 
Biblical truth of the matter, this is a work that we will 
continue to seek to do seeing it as vital to seek that a 
Christian voice may be heard by those who govern us.
We also gave support to ‘Keep Marriage Special’ – a 
specifically and openly biblical Christian organization 
set up to protect God’s truth about marriage and 
sexuality. We were able to encourage them in ex-
pressing our shared opinion that the government’s 
proposed change to marriage law is not merely ill-
advised, but is also spiritually fraught with dangers 
which will penetrate to the very heart of society. 

January - February 2014
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Magazine
The magazine continues as a professional and well 
produced publication. It provides helpful and valu-
able articles and information as well as being a ban-
ner for our work generally. The new Director of Min-
istry is getting to grips with the technology that is 
now used to produce the magazine. Many are sent 
out to members each month and others are distrib-
uted by the Wickliffe preachers at the meetings they 
attend. As with all the ministry forms we undertake, 
we have not ignored the need to review the style 
and production of the magazine, and although we 
intend to continue with its present format we will 
not be dilatory when considering it.

During this last year the magazine was used to high-
light various different perspectives on the unscriptur-
al changes that the UK government seeks to make to 
law. It is, for instance, a useful tool in the presentation 
of the truth of the God-given nature of marriage. The 
publication of book reviews and other positive arti-
cles covering a whole variety of aspects of Protestant 
truth enable us to reach out to many with an accurate 
presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Website
The website is gradually developing into a far more 
effective tool. We hope that during this coming year 
it will be completely overhauled and will thus be 
useful in making greater strides forward in helping 
with our work. As mentioned elsewhere, the style 
and presentation of the website continues to be un-
der review and this should be completed this year 
(2013). Then we will be able to have confidence that 
it will be up-to-date regarding news items and  Wick-
liffe preachers’ engagements as well as allowing rel-
evant audio and video clips to be available.

Prayer Bulletin
Though small in size, and therefore sometimes over-
looked, the Prayer Bulletin continues to be sent out 
each month. It proves to be most helpful in direct-
ing our thoughts to specific and timely issues about 
which prayer is needed. Among the matters brought 
up for our attention have been Society work, and the 
welfare of members of Council and employees – as 
well as the wider spiritual issues that press hard upon 
this country.
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A couple of Sundays ago we at Christ Church cele-
brated our congregation’s anniversary – our 149th.  
After the evening service I was discussing the origin 
of the congregation with a couple of the members. I 
told them about the way in which the Church of Eng-
land congregation, from which our founder mem-
bers had left, had been travelling in an unbiblical di-
rection. I reminded them of the fact that this chase 
towards high-churchmanship was the reason that 
R D Blackmore had used the words I quoted in my 
sermon – he described the way in which they wished 
to worship there as being ‘that system of popinjay 
and marionette’. 

I also explained to them that our founders’ depar-
ture from among their number had caused a major 
rift between the people in the congregations, a rift 
that remains until this day. Those who left had never 
accepted the right, or understood the desire, of our 
congregation to worship in a Protestant manner, and 
to have the Evangel preached faithfully. Our unpopu-
larity amongst other local churches today is nothing 
new.

I continued by enlightening them about Tedding-
ton’s history of religious dispute. During the years 
1910 to 1915, or thereabouts, there were religious 
riots in Teddington. By that time the minister of 
Christ Church was not of the same staunchly biblical 
ilk as the first minister, but there were members of 
the congregation who were. When the ‘high church-
ers’ decided to have a march along the high street, 
replete with statues, banners, processional crosses 
and candles, the Kensit men were invited to protest. 

One of the photos of the events shows the Kensit 
men standing in the road with their banners, sur-
rounded by a large and intimidating crowd, and 
protected by a ring of policemen. There they are, 
standing up for the truth, and opposing error in all 
its forms.

I then pointed out to my members that we, as Prot-
estants, primarily stand for something but that in 
standing for the truth of Christ as revealed in the 
Holy Bible we inevitably have to oppose those teach-
ings which are in error, and speak against those who 
teach such things.  And, as I had pointed out in the 
sermon, on Hebrews 4, we should be making a “pro-
fession” (v.14), or “confession” of our faith. That is 
to say, it needs to be declared publicly – faith is not 
a private matter – and we have a divinely mandated 
duty to be open and public about the faith that we 
hold, for it is “the Truth” (John 14:6). 

And, just as it was for those Kensit men when they came 
to Teddington 100 years ago, so also it is today, that 
Truth will never be heard if someone does not speak it. 
Although we might see the world around us as dark and 
threatening; although the truth of the opposition of this 
world to Christ Jesus might be able to be seen even more 
clearly than for a long time; although our hearts might 
sometimes sink within us at the enormity of the task 
that faces us and all the truly Christian societies and con-
gregations still professing that Truth; despite all these 
apparent pressures on us, we stand for something, and 
not just something, we stand for the truth which alone 
will led to eternal life with God. We stand for Christ. And 
if we truly love our neighbour then we will speak his 
name, and speak of his finished work:

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent (Rom. 14-15)?

Not only have we been sent to fulfil this task wher-
ever we live and work, so too we as a Society send 
others to fulfil this task. We send them out in our 
name to present our sole Saviour, Jesus Christ, and 
we thank God for that opportunity. May God con-
tinue to add his blessings to our work.

Chairman’s AGM Address
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe PreachersThe Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

January

Sunday 5th 
Tandragee Baptist Chruch, 11:30am & 
6:30pm, DP

Thursday 9th
Crossgar Free Pres. Church, 8pm, DP

Sunday 12th
Holywell Evangelical Church, 10:30am & 
6:00pm, SH
Zion Leicester, 10:45am & 3pm, GM

Wednesday 15th
Moneyslane FPC, 8pm, DP
Evington Baptist Chapel, 7:30pm, GM 

Sunday 19th
Grace Reformed Church Sheffield (Hand-
ley Street), 3pm, GM

Wednesday 22nd 
Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Old Hill, West 
Mids, 7:30pm, GM

Thursday 23rd
Sandown Road FPC, 8pm, DP

Sunday 26th
Carrickfergus FPC, 11:30am & 7:00pm, DP
Rugby Evangelical Ch, 11am & 6pm, GM

Wednesday 29th
Moira Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
Evington Baptist Chapel, 7:30pm, GM
North Preston Evangelical Church, Pres-
ton, 7:30pm, SH

Thursday 30th
Ardaragh Free Pres. Church, 8pm, DP

February

Sunday 2nd
Ballymacashon Cong. Church, 3:30pm, DP
Louth Evangelical Church Louth, Lincs 
10:30am & 5pm, GM

Tuesday 4th
Donacloney Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 5th
Ballynahinch Congregational Church, 
8:00pm, DP

Thursday 6th
Park Street Tabernacle, Wellingborough, 
7:30pm, GM

Sunday 9th
Lighthouse Baptist 11am, GM
Providence Baptist Chapel Rowley Regis 
2:45pm, GM

Thursday 9th
Park Street Tabernacle Wellingborough, 
7:30pm, GM

Tuesday 11th
Ballymaganerny FPC, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 12th 
Wooler Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, SH

Thursday 13th 
East Leake Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, GM

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(Currently relocating
Church)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member,
East Leake

Evangelical Church)

‘Brethren,
pray for us’

(1 Thessalonians 5:25)

Saturday 15th 
Sunday School Anniversary Lakenheath 
Baptist  Chapel, 2:30pm & 5:30pm, GM

Sunday 16th
Lakenheath Baptist Chapel, Lakenheath 
Suffolk, 10.30 & 6:30pm, GM

Friday 21st
Friends of PTS Prayer Mtg., N’ards, 
8:00pm, DP

Sunday 23rd 
Grace Baptist, Sheffield, 3:00pm, SH
Needham Market Evangelical Church, 
10:30 am & 6:30pm, GM
Templepatrick Reformed Church, 
11:30am & 6:30pm, DP

Tuesday 25th 
Broughton Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, 
SH

Wednesday 26th
Portglenone Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
Aughton Park Baptist Church, Ormskirk, 
7:45pm, SH

Friday 28th 
Stanley Park Ch, Liverpool, 7:45pm, SH
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Many Christians know little about the British consti-
tution and care less. It is the purpose of this paper 
to give a brief outline of the history and nature of 
our constitution and to show why Bible-believing 
Christians should care about it and should pray that 
its Christian, and specifically Protestant, character 
should be preserved.

The British constitution by which we are now gov-
erned was shaped definitively in the seventeenth 
century. In the middle of that century England and 
Wales, as well as Scotland and Ireland, were plunged 
into a bloody and protracted civil war. The first, and 
most significant, civil war climaxed in the execution 
of Charles I, on the grounds that he had, in effect, 
been a traitor to his own country. Whatever the 
rights or wrongs of this course of action, it was fol-
lowed by the abolition of the monarchy and rule by 
Parliament alone. When Cromwell and the army 
leaders judged that Parliament was no longer acting 
in the national interest they shut Parliament down 
and Cromwell ruled alone as Lord Protector. After 
Cromwell’s death his son Richard was not capable 
of fulfilling the role of Lord Protector and there was 
an increasing feeling in the country that the king in 
exile, Charles II, should be invited to return to the 
throne. When Charles returned in 1660 his Parlia-
ment acted almost immediately against Puritans 
within the Church of England, and the Act of Uni-
formity expelled large numbers of godly men from 
the national church although a significant number 
still remained. Charles was a self-indulgent hedonist 
who converted to Rome, his mother’s church, on his 
deathbed. He died in 1685 without leaving any legiti-
mate heir. This led to a constitutional crisis because 
his younger brother James was an ardent Roman 
Catholic who sought to return the whole country to 
his own faith. James started to pack the army with 
Roman Catholic officers, often Irish. He put down a 
Protestant rebellion against him in the West Country 
with brutal force. His lackey, Judge Jeffreys, presided 

over the execution and expulsion of hundreds of lo-
cal people. In Scotland he persecuted the Covenant-
ers. In England he imprisoned seven bishops, in-
cluding the Archbishop of Canterbury, because they 
refused to read his edict of toleration. The bishops 
judged, rightly, that the edict would have opened 
the country to a Roman Catholic takeover. Many of 
the leading Protestant Nonconformists, including 
Richard Baxter, supported the bishops in their bold 
stand. They recognized that the re-imposition of Ro-
man Catholicism would imperil the liberties of all 
Protestants. The bishops were tried on a charge of 
seditious libel and were, in a clear demonstration of 
the independence of English juries, acquitted. When 
the verdict was made known there were scenes of 
wild rejoicing on the streets of London. This was 
ominous for James.

In 1688 a letter of invitation was sent by seven lead-
ing English statesmen, including Henry Compton, 
the Protestant Bishop of London, inviting William 
of Orange to invade. William was married to Mary, 
the Protestant daughter of King James. William did 
invade, to great popular acclaim, and James, mind-
ful of his father’s fate on the scaffold, fled to France. 
Two years later he returned to Ireland with French 
help to fight William. But he was decisively defeated 
in 1690 at the battle of the Boyne. After that battle 
he left the British Isles never to return. This was the 
end of what came later, and rightly, to be called the 
Glorious Revolution. 

Two major pieces of constitutional legislation 
emerged from this political and military crisis – the 
Bill of Rights in 1689 and the Act of Settlement in 
1701. These Acts still govern the British constitution 
although their provisions have recently been altered 
by the present coalition Government. The Bill of 
Rights, which was passed by Parliament almost im-
mediately after William’s invasion, set constitutional 
limits to the power of the monarch as well as reiter-

  Our Protestant Constitution – 
        Is it Worth Defending?

by Duncan Boyd - Member of the PTS Council
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ating a number of the provisions of Magna Carta that 
provided for the protection of the subject against il-
legal arrest or seizure of property. It also, crucially, 
provided that every British monarch must be a Prot-
estant and loses his or her right to the throne if he 
or she marries a Roman Catholic. The provision that 
the monarch must be a Protestant remains in force. 
But the present Government, with the consent of 
all those Commonwealth countries for whom the 
Queen is still head of state, has legislated to remove 
the ban on the monarch marrying a Romanist. The 
Act of Settlement of 1701 was passed because Wil-
liam and Mary did not have an heir and the succes-
sion had to pass to a Protestant member of the royal 
family. Parliament decided to limit the succession to 
the descendants of Sophia of Hanover who was the 
Protestant granddaughter of James. Her son George 
of Hanover inherited the throne from Queen Anne 
when she died without surviving issue. The present 
royal family is descended from him and the most re-
cent heir to the British throne shares his forebear’s 
name.

Biblical Principles
The Bible speaks much of monarchs and nations. 
King Solomon said in Proverbs ‘Righteousness exalts 
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people’ (Prov-
erbs 14:34). This applies in the New Testament era 
quite as much as in the old and therefore national 
righteousness is something which should deeply 
concern all Christian people. Scripture and history 
are littered with instances of God’s judgment upon 
nations. The most signal instance of this is the Jews, 
whose unbelief has brought upon them the most 
terrible national judgments but whose national re-
turn to faith (Romans 11:26) is one of the great New 
Testament prophecies that remains as yet unfulfilled 
and for which all Bible-believing Christians should 
earnestly pray. Psalm 2:11 exhorts kings to ‘serve 
the Lord with fear’. At the very least this means that 
kings and indeed all political rulers have a duty to 
acknowledge the one true God and his son Jesus 
Christ. It also imposes on them a duty to pass laws 
that are pleasing to him. This will mean laws that 
conform to the moral law of God. This is expressed 
wisely in the seventh of the 39 Articles of the Church 
of England – ‘Although the law given by God to Mo-
ses, as touching ceremonies and rites, do not bind 

Christian men ... no Christian man whatsoever is free 
from the obedience of the Commandments which 
are called Moral.’ The last fifty years have seen a ter-
rible departure from God’s standards in our national 
legislation culminating in the absurd and perverse 
redefinition of marriage promoted by a so-called 
Conservative Prime Minister. Unless there is nation-
al repentance this can only bring judgment upon us. 
We are commanded to pray ‘for kings and all that are 
in authority’ (1 Tim. 2:2) and they need our prayers 
now more than ever.

Threats to our Constitution
National apostasy is still the greatest threat to our na-
tional well-being but the ecclesiastical and political 
ambitions of the Church of Rome cannot be ignored. 
The Church of Rome still teaches a false gospel and 
the papacy still claims authority over all monarchs. 
Our membership of the European Union is a major 
threat to our national independence although it is 
a sovereign mercy that we did not join the euro. We 
must all pray that there will be a national return to 
the Protestant Christian faith and that our laws and 
institutions will again be brought into obedience to 
the laws of God. It is vitally important that our mon-
archy remain Protestant.

In her coronation oath the Queen swore that she 
was a faithful Protestant and that she would to the 
utmost of her power ‘maintain the laws of God, the 
true profession of the Gospel and the Protestant re-
formed religion established by law’. Parliament has 
forced the Queen to break that oath. But the oath 
itself is right and we must pray that the service will 
remain unaltered when the next monarch takes the 
throne. Forces of unbelief and apostasy are seeking 
to destroy what remains of the Protestant biblical 
heritage of our nation. Christians should do all that 
is within their power to maintain it.

‘For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God’

(Romans 13:1).
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 ‘Protestant Truth’ 
(Formerly the Churchman’s Magazine)

Order Form * or request for trial copy * 
Annual subscription rates for six copies 

Single UK £12.00, Abroad: (Air mail) £18.00 (Surface) £15.00

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

___________________________Postcode___________

Send to our office: 184 Fleet St, London EC4A 2HJ
Email: ptslondon@btconnect.com

Our Cambridge Lecture this year was on Monday 18 
November.  We met in the Round Church which is 
centrally located. The evening was chaired by Rev. 
Ian Hamilton, who is the minister of Cambridge  
Presbyterian Church; we appreciate very much their 
co-operation in organizing this meeting. 

There were over forty people at the meeting, which 
was an encouragement and an improvement on at-
tendances of recent years.  Rev. Jeremy Brooks (Wel-
come Hall Evangelical Church, Bromsgrove) spoke very 
engagingly on Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-1842)
The theme of the lecture was, ‘Loving Christ and Loving 

His People’. 

  PTS Cambridge Lecture 2013
He briefly outlined the life and ministry of 
McCheyne. Then he gave six lessons that we can 
learn from this man of God. Firstly, private Bible 
study and prayer – the importance of private reli-
gion. Secondly, holiness of life – the importance of 
likeness to Jesus. Thirdly, the free offer of the gospel 
– the importance of evangelistic preaching. Fourth-
ly, children’s work – the importance of winning the 
young for Jesus. Fifthly, Christian fellowship – the 
importance of brotherly love. Lastly, revival – when 
Heaven touches Earth. 

Rev. Brooks concluded with a recitation of McCheynes 
hymn, Jehovah Tsidkenu. He said that this was the 
nearest we get to McCheyne’s own testimony. Overall, 
people seemed to enjoy this well balanced challeng-
ing lecture which stimulated our minds and warmed
our hearts.  
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In our previous article we looked at the foundations 
of the practice called lectio divina. We discovered 
that the two words are Latin for ‘divine reading’. In 
effect we sought to ask and answer the simple ques-
tion what is lectio divina? We also covered its histori-
cal origins and connection with contemplative cen-
tring prayer and Eastern mysticism. In this article we 
will briefly look at those who practise lectio divina 
and some arguments for and against its use. Finally 
we will give a brief outline of the lost art of bibli-
cal meditation, and encouragements to use it in our 
daily devotions.

Who practises it?
Apparently lots of people practise this way of medi-
tation. We discovered in the previous issue that Ro-
man Catholics are the main proponents and practi-
tioners of lectio divina. This practice is part of official 
Roman Catholic teaching. According to the Roman 
Catholic Catechism, ‘Christian [Catholic] prayer tries 
above all to meditate upon the mysteries of Christ, 
as in lectio divina or the rosary’ (Roman Catholic 
Catechism, Paragraph 2708, 2000. p.650). One well-
known Roman Catholic mystic and scholar is Henri 
Nouwen (1936-1992). He describes his mysticism 
as involving centring prayer. In his periodical Bread 
for the Journey he wrote, ‘prayer is soul work be-
cause our souls are those sacred centres where all is 
one..... it is in the heart of God that we can come to 
the full realization of the unity of all that is’ (Bread 
for the Journey, Harper Collins, 1997). Nouwen fur-
ther claimed that contemplative meditation is nec-
essary for an intimacy with God. He wrote, ‘the quiet 
repetition of a single word can help us to descend 
with the mind into the heart...This way of simple 
prayer...opens us to God’s active presence’ (The Way 
of the Heart, Harper Collins, 1981, p. 81). Nouwen 
is shown to be universalist in his approach to Christ 
and salvation: ‘today I personally believe that while 
Jesus came to open the door to God’s house, all hu-
man beings can walk through that door, whether 

they know about Jesus or not. Today I see it as my 
call to help every person claim his or her own way to 
God’ (Henri Nouwen, Sabbatical Journey, New York, 
Crossroad Publishing, 1998, p.51). The teaching and 
writings of Nouwen are having a growing influence 
upon evangelical leaders.  In regard to Christian lead-
ership he advocated the necessity of contemplative 
mysticism through the discipline of contemplative 
prayer. He wrote that Christian leaders have to ‘learn 
to listen to the voice of love’ (Henri Nouwen, In the 
Name of Jesus; Reflections on Christian Leadership, 
New York: Crossroad Publishing, p.6,). He proposed 
that mysticism and contemplative prayer can create 
ecumenical unity because ‘Christian leaders learn to 
hear the voice of love’ (Henri Nouwen,  In the Name 
of Jesus, p. 31). Again he stated, ‘for Christian lead-
ership to be truly fruitful in the future, a movement 
from the moral to the mystical is required’ (Henri 
Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus, p.32).  Nouwen was 
influenced by other Catholic mystics like Thomas Mer-
ton and Teillhard de Chardin. Nouwen has been very 
influential on some Emergent Church leaders such as 
Brian McLaren and Rick Warren.  Rick Warren quotes 
him favourably in his book ‘The Purpose-Driven Life’ 
(Zondervan, p.269).

However the writings of Nouwen are having a grow-
ing influence upon evangelical leaders. A well-known 
apologist has said that Nouwen was one of the 
‘greatest saints of recent memory’.  Other modern 
evangelicals seem to be introducing this type of con-
templative prayer into their congregations as a help-
ful resource for prayer. One well known author, Rev. 
Timothy Keller, has supported the practice of lectio 
divina. On his church website Keller includes lectio 
divina as a recommended resource for evangelicals 
to use in prayer.  One of the authors referenced is 
David Benner. In his book, Opening to God: Lectio 
Divina and Life as Prayer, (IVP, 2010) it is apparent 
that Benner is influenced by Catholic mystics, includ-
ing Teresa of Avila. 

    ‘Lectio Divina’- Part II
  A critical consideration by Rev. Gearoid Marley
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Arguments against practising this type of spiritual 
exercise 
Lectio divina bypasses the mind and appeals to the 
subjective area of the personality. It involves cen-
tring prayer which is derived from eastern and new 
age mysticism. The aim in this type of spirituality is 
to connect with God. People in this spiritual exercise 
are seeking to experience union with God. However 
the God in view is not the God of Holy Scripture. 
The Scriptures are given to inform and instruct us on 
who God is and what He is like. The Scriptures teach 
us about God’s holy character. This God is both far 
above us (transcendent) and near us (immanent). As 
we read the Scriptures we discover the truth about 
God and about ourselves. We see more of His glory 
and beauty, and see the sin and pollution of our own 
hearts. 

Those who practise lectio divina ignore the fact that 
unregenerate men and women are spiritually blind. 
The Scriptures teach that the unregenerate person is 
in darkness and in ignorance. The apostle Paul says 
that ‘the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: nei-
ther can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned’ (1 Cor. 2:14). Therefore only the regen-
erate person will understand the meaning of Scrip-
tures in their context. The promoters of lectio divina 
pay lip-service to the need for the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is the author of Scripture. He enlightens 
the understanding of the true child of God. 

Lectio divina also ignores the glorious doctrine of sola 
scriptura (scripture alone). It treats the Bible as a col-
lection of disconnected fables at worst and ignores 
the scriptural teaching that the Bible is revelation from 
God. One author states that ‘it’s hard to imagine a 
study method that would show more casual contempt 
for the true meaning and original intent of God’s Word’ 
(J McArthur, Grace to You, blog). The Bible isn’t a col-
lection of fables or bedtime stories to fire our imagina-
tion—it is direct revelation from God, and its meaning 
is fixed and eternal.  The practice of lectio divina is not 
encouraged or even implied in any part of Scripture. 
According to one author, ‘no passage distinctly says 
such contemplation is the secret of godliness or enrich-
ing fulfilment’ (Dr James Rosscup, The Masters Semi-
nary Journal 16.2 (Fall 2005), p.353-355) 

At the 2012 ‘Passion’ Conference, John Piper and Beth 
Moore are seen to be practising a lighter form of lectio 
divina. However, Piper has since withdrawn his sup-
port for such practices. The video has been removed 
and Piper has given an explanation on his website.  
Apparently, at the Moody Bible Institute Pastors Con-
ference in March 2013, lectio divina was one of the 
workshops or ‘breakout sessions’ (Moody Bible Insti-
tute, Pastors Conference, 2013 Brochure p.35). 
 
One may ask, why do these men promote or practise 
this alternative spirituality? Perhaps some are una-
ware of the root of this type of prayer and the inher-
ent dangers of Roman Catholic mysticism. However, 
others may not be so naïve.  Evangelical Christians 
need to be aware of the dangers and pitfalls of this 
type of spirituality. We will now look at some of 
those arguments for and against this practice. 
 
Arguments used in support of lectio divina
Some authors appear not to see the real danger in this 
form of prayer. They present weak arguments in fa-
vour of lectio divina arguing that meditation is biblical 
therefore since lectio helps meditation, lectio is bibli-
cal. It is true that meditation is a biblical concept. The 
psalmist declares in Psalm 19:14, ‘Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable 
in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer’. 
However the meditation promoted in biblical medita-
tion and lectio divina are very different. One could ar-
gue that lectio divina in its dependence upon centring 
prayer is akin to eastern mysticism.  It is not traditional 
Bible study nor Christian scriptural meditation, nor 
praying through Scripture. A Roman Catholic priest, 
Thomas Keating, on the website, contemplativeout-
reach.com, states that ‘lectio divina is not the same as 
reading the scriptures for the purpose of private edifi-
cation, encouragement, or getting acquainted with the 
many-sided aspects of revelation, and especially with 
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God. Lectio divina is 
rather a way or formula for furthering these objectives’. 
Others argue that lectio divina can be practised as long 
as it is Christ centred. However, as has been illustrated, 
the root and fruit of lectio divina and biblical medita-
tion are different. We have seen some of the propo-
nents of lectio divina, even some of those in evangeli-
cal circles, perhaps unwittingly promote this Catholic 
mysticism. So what are the dangers of lectio divina? 
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What is the biblical pattern of meditation?
In Holy Scripture we are given many examples of 
men who meditated upon the Scriptures. David 
writes about the godly man: his ‘delight is in the law 
of of the LORD in it it he doth meditate day and night’ 
(Ps.1:2). Other suitable texts on meditation include 
Psalm 49:3, ‘My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and 
the meditation of my heart shall be of understand-
ing’. Another text is Ps.119:97: ‘O how I love thy law 
it is my meditation all the day’. We see that in Scrip-
ture understanding is of vital importance. In Psalm 
119:34, the psalmist pleads with the Lord: ‘give me 
understanding and I shall keep thy law’. The Lord Je-
sus Christ meditated deeply on Scripture. Many of 
his quotations are from the Scriptures. There are nu-
merous examples one could give of Christ’s medita-
tion on Scripture. His rebuttal of Satan’s temptations 
(Matthew 4:1-11) illustrates his memorization of 
and meditation on the Bible. We can learn the art of 
memorization of and meditation  on the Holy Scrip-
tures from him. 

A helpful alternative to lectio divina is the Puritan 
approach to Scripture meditation. In summary it 
involved several steps, preparation guidelines and 
subjects for meditation. First pray that the Holy 
Spirit would harness your mind. Next read the Scrip-
tures and select a verse or doctrine and memorize 
the selected text. Fix upon Scriptures that will help 
you in understanding the character of God and God’s 
purposes. Biblical meditation leads to prayers that 
are full of scripture. A very good resource for the 
scriptural method of prayer is Matthew Henry’s ‘A 
Method of Prayer’. This classic was recently modern-
ized and republished. 

Conclusion 
In reading this two part article you may not agree 
with all that has been written. It is important though 
that we are made aware of the dangers of contem-
plative spirituality. I have sought to demonstrate 
the origin, practice and dangers of lectio divina and 
show its links with Roman Catholic mysticism. I hope 
that we are convinced that this type of exercise is 
contrary to the scriptural teaching on meditation. 
Perhaps we now realize that the growing popularity 
of this type of prayer is a result of the lack of under-
standing of meditation on Scripture. 

If this article stirs us to read our Scriptures daily and 
begin the art of biblical meditation then the results 
will be marvellous. By practising biblical meditation 
we will be walking in the footsteps of our forebears. 
We will ‘grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ’ (2 Peter 3:18). We will be 
enabled by the Lord to discern between that which 
is true and that which is false. Also with regular 
meditation on Scripture our minds may be renewed 
and our lives conformed to the word and will of 
God. Thus our spiritual lives will be enriched and our 
churches strengthened. 

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize School

of Theology
Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks and

discussions are held at the PTS Head Office,
184 Fleet Street, London.   They start 
promptly at 1:10pm -1.45pm sharp

Tea and coffee provided. 
Talks this winter are based on 

In conversation with Abram 
& application - through Genesis

Monthly Prayer Meetings
Our monthly Prayer Meeting at the PTS 
Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London 

is now held on

1st Thursdays from 1-2pm. 

All are welcome to join us in praying for 
church and nation
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PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
David Patterson on Society and the Law of God

Today the Word of God is under attack and under-
mined from all strata of our society. This is particularly 
true with respect to the moral law of God. The tradi-
tional Reformed and Protestant view of the Moral Law 
was that its purpose was threefold; firstly – to restrain 
the ungodly behaviour of the unregenerate within so-
ciety, secondly – to convict the sinner of their need 
for Christ, and thirdly – to provide a binding pattern of 
living for the regenerate believer in Christ. 

The ‘first’ function of the law of God is of course 
grounded in the Scriptures. In 1 Timothy 1:8, Paul 
speaks of unlawful and lawful uses of the law of God. 
In this passage he illustrates that a right use of the 
law is to curb the outward behaviour of sinful men,  

But we know that the law is good, if a man use it law-
fully; knowing this, that the law is not made for a right-
eous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile 
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for 
perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that 
is contrary to sound doctrine; according to the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God (1 Tim.1:8-11).

The law provides an external standard of justice which 
can be applied within the civil sphere as is evident from 
Paul’s mentioning of transgressions which can particu-
larly be prohibited by human law. The preface of Sam-
uel Bolton’s ‘The True Bounds of Christian Freedom’, states:

Grievous and alarming is the present-day deterioration in 
the moral condition of society. For this decay the Church is 
partly blameworthy because, as the preserving salt of the 
community, she has largely lost her savour. Modern theol-
ogy has defected. It has cut itself adrift from the ancient 
landmarks, and present-day society reaps ‘the evil thing and 
bitter’ which is the inevitable consequence. The present 
prevailing theology has not been able to elevate society and 
halt its moral decline, and unquestionably, one explanation 
of this is its misunderstanding of the place of the law and its 
usefulness in the service of the covenant of grace (The True 
Bounds of Christian Freedom, Banner of Truth, pp. 10-11).  

When society fails to see that God’s law has been 
given to restrain sin and to preserve the moral fabric 
of society, then such a rejection of the law of God 
has a detrimental effect on society with fearful con-
sequences. The law has been given by God in part 
to fulfil a ‘political’ function by its constraining in-
fluence in the unregenerate world. The law of God 
has not been abrogated by the Christian Gospel, and 
though we are under grace, the law of God remains 
binding in the Gospel age, and continues to have a 
vital function for the well-being of society at large.

Sadly, it is often those who are lay claim to the Refor-
mation tradition that raise objection to this ‘first’ use 
of the law today. Rejecting God’s law and its ‘political’ 
relevance is to reject the position of our Reformation 
forefathers. Luther taught, ‘The first use of the law is 
to bridle the wicked. This civil restraint is very neces-
sary, and appointed of God, as well for public peace’ 
(Commentary on Galatians, 3:19). Calvin concurs: 

The first use of the law is, by means of its fearful de-
nunciations and the consequent dread of punishment, 
to curb those who, unless forced, have no regard for 
rectitude and justice. Such persons are curbed, not be-
cause their mind is inwardly moved and affected, but 
because, as if a bridle were laid upon them, they refrain 
their hands from external acts, and internally check the 
depravity which would otherwise petulantly burst forth’ 
(Institutes 2.7.10).   

This continued to be the Reformed view through the 
centuries. When the Law of God is rejected by any 
society, the wrath of God is revealed against it in the 
progressive breakdown of social order and moral de-
cency (Romans 1).

It is acknowledged that this use of the law is negative. 
It is merely a deterrent to society from doing evil. It 
will not bring about regeneration. That is the purpose 
of the Gospel. We need to preach Christ and him cru-
cified if we are to see our society transformed by the 
grace and power of God. Nevertheless, we spurn the 
law of God in our society at our peril.
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The Gospel Call and True Conversion

Paul Washer
paperback 188pp
Reformation Heritage Books

This book is necessary. It is basically an attack against 
the ‘easy-believism’ and ‘decisionism’ that seem as 
widespread and popular as ever – just say the sinner’s 
prayer and you’re in… Not a million miles from the be-
lief that reciting the Islamic creed makes you a Muslim.

Washer reasserts and promotes clear biblical teach-
ing on true conversion with chapters on faith, re-
pentance, regeneration, covenant etc.

The book breaks up into three parts:
Part One: The Gospel Call
Part Two: New Hearts and the Nature of True Conversion
Part Three: New People and the Nature of True Con-
version

The text is thoroughly biblical with many biblical refer-
ences. One of the distinguishing features of real, sav-
ing faith (perhaps, we may say, its heart) is that it loves 
Christ, it treasures Christ, it ‘embraces Christ’ (as Calvin 
beautifully expressed it) not merely his gifts or graces. 
Nor does real, saving faith move on from Christ (it would 
not wish to) but continually comes to Christ for more 
and more grace. Washer’s book is thoroughly Christ-
centred, like the Gospel, focused on ‘the truth as it is in 
Jesus’. This has implications for, amongst other things, 
‘real unity’ amongst Christians and ‘necessary divisions’ 
with those who poison the church with false teaching.

In the right hands this book could be hugely important, 
saving Christians and Christian leaders from serious and 
dangerous errors. Even in the hands of the ‘converted’ 
(those who already agree with his thesis), minds will be 
biblically clarified and hearts spiritually strengthened.

This is a ‘Recovering the Gospel’ title (for ‘Reforma-
tion Heritage Books’) and this is indeed what it seeks 
to do and achieves.                                  By Oliver Rice

Silent Witnesses: Lessons on Theology. 
Life, and the Church from Christians of 
the Past 

Garry J. Williams
hardback 264pp
Banner of Truth

Garry Williams, director of the John Own Centre at 
the London Theological Seminary is one of our finest 
theologians. His interest in historical theology is re-
flected in the essays in the excellent book that brings 
together a number of papers delivered on different 
occasions. The book is divided into four sections. The 
first is ‘On the Essentials’ and deals with the thinking 
of significant figures from the past on key doctrines  
– Tyndale on the Bible, the Council of Chalcedon 
on the deity of Christ, Edwards on the atonement, 
Calvin on justification, and so on. The second sec-
tion takes up different aspects of the Christian life. 
The chapter on Puritan psychology is masterful and 
very insightful on the way the Puritans understood 
human nature in the context of pastoral ministry. 
There is also a fascinating chapter on the New Eng-
land Puritan poet Anne Bradstreet as well as one on 
a very different person in a very different time, Sir 
John Laing. The third section focuses on the work of 
pastors and elders and draws lessons from Calvin, 
Chalcedon, Luther and Nicolas Ridley. 

The final section is one chapter on a Christian view 
of history and reminds us that in history as in eve-
rything else there is no neutrality, and that our un-
derstanding must be that of God as he has revealed 
himself in Scripture. These sparkling essays are both 
intellectually stimulating and spiritually nourishing. 
This book is not a comprehensive history of Christi-
anity in whole or part, but its clear shafts of light will 
illuminate not only the subjects its deals with but 
also other things we read as well.

By Kenneth Brownell

Book Reviews
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184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

Telephone: 020 7405 4960
E-mail: ptsbookshop@bt connect.com

Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm

In our bookshop you will find a good selection of:
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