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Why The Cross?
Editorial by the Director of Ministry

My former pastor, the late Bill McGilton, often used 
to say that as evangelicals we preach the Cross all 
year round. Yet as Easter approaches we are com-
pelled to focus afresh upon the Cross of Christ. 

Jesus Christ the Son of God, having been found in-
nocent of all the fabricated charges, was sentenced 
to death by crucifixion.

After being mocked and cruelly flogged Jesus was made 
to carry his heavy cross until he fell under its weight. By 
9am on that historic Friday morning our Lord had been 
nailed to that cross and left to die in excruciating pain.

Crucifixion was the cruellest of deaths and normally 
reserved for the worst of criminals. It was also the 
ultimate disgrace. 

Yet the death of Christ upon the cross became the cen-
tral thrust of the message of the early church. ‘But God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world’ (Gal.6:14). So what was it about 
the death of Christ upon the cross that makes it central 
to the Gospel message, and the constant theme of the 
songs of heaven? ‘Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation’ (Rev.5:9).

In other words, why did Jesus die?

Sin had entered, corrupted, and devastated God’s 
perfect world leaving all mankind guilty and con-
demned before God: ‘as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned’ (Rom.5:12).

God’s holiness and justice demanded that the pen-
alty of sin – death – be paid. God’s love desires the 
salvation of sinners. How can these two aspects of 
the character of God be reconciled? The answer is 
the Cross. 

God in love, according to his eternal plan of salva-
tion, sent forth his Son into the world; and God in 
justice and righteousness delivered him up to the 
awful death of the Cross: ‘Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins’ (1 John 4:10).

But how does this activity of God accomplish the sal-
vation of sinners?

The cross was a place of punishment. Jesus was pun-
ished on the cross for our sins. God, in his love for 
sinners, made his Son ‘to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him’ (2 Cor. 5:21).  Jesus became our sin bearer, 
and as our sin bearer Jesus stood in our place before 
the bar of God at Calvary. At Calvary, Jesus came un-
der the divine judgment of God against sin. There 
God meted out our punishment to Christ.  

He was the propitiation for our sins. He died on the cross 
to appease the righteous anger and wrath of a holy God 
against our sin. Our just desert fell upon the blessed Son 
of God at Calvary: ‘Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us’ (Gal.3:13). 

Jesus dying on the cross in our place means that God’s 
holiness and justice have been satisfied. God’s holi-
ness demanded that sin be punished, and so it was in 
Christ. God’s justice demanded that the wages of sin 
- ‘eternal death’ – be exacted, and it was at Calvary.

continued on page 32
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In the 
news

Archbishop Nichols is named cardinal

POPE FRANCIS has named the Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of Westminster, the Most Revd Vincent Nich-
ols, among 19 new cardinals.

Archbishop Nichols, President of the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of England and Wales, will be made 
a cardinal by the Pope at a consistory at the Vatican 
on February 22.

The announcement was made by the Pope after 
praying the Angelus in St Peter’s Square. Afterwards, 
Archbishop Nichols said that he was “deeply moved” 
by the appointment, which, he said, enabled him “to 
serve the Pope in a direct and prolonged way. . . Per-
sonally, this is a humbling moment, when I am asked 
to take a place in this service of the Holy See, and 
in the line of much loved Cardinal Archbishops of 
Westminster.”

The Archbishop of Canterbury said in a statement 
that he was “absolutely delighted” by the “well-de-
served” appointment. “Archbishop Nichols has dem-
onstrated clear leadership, personal holiness, and 
immense generosity,” he said. “This strengthens the 
Church in this country.”

The Archbishop of York, Dr Sentamu, described the 
appointment as “wonderful news” for the RC Church 
in England and Wales. He said: “During my time serv-
ing alongside Archbishop Vincent in Birmingham, I 
was able to witness first hand his passion and com-
mitment for the Church, and I am delighted to see 
that both of these have been recognized in today’s 
announcement”.

In a letter to the new cardinals, Pope Francis said that 
the cardinalate did not signify a promotion, honour, 
or decoration. “It is simply a service that calls for en-
larging one’s vision and widening one’s heart,” he said.
Born in Crosby, Liverpool, on November 8, 1945, 
Archbishop Nichols studied for the priesthood in 
Rome in the 1960s, gaining licences in philoso-
phy and theology at the Gregorian University. He 
was ordained priest in 1969 for the archdiocese of 
Liverpool.

He served in parishes in Wigan and Toxteth before 
being appointed general secretary of the Bishops’ 
Conference in 1984.

Seen as a protégé of Cardinal Basil Hume, in 1992 
he was consecrated Auxiliary Bishop of Westmin-
ster, with responsibility for north London. He was 
named Archbishop of Birmingham in February 2000, 
before returning to Westminster in 2009 to succeed 
the retiring Archbishop, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor. He was elected President of the Bishops’ 
Conference in the same year.

The forthcoming consistory will bring the number of 
cardinals under the age of 80, and therefore able to 
elect a pope in a conclave, to 122. 

President Obama to meet Pope Francis in March

President Barack Obama will visit Pope Francis at the 
Vatican on March 27, the White House has confirmed.

The meeting will be part of a European tour that will 
also see the US president visit the Netherlands and 
Belgium.

“The president looks forward to discussing with 
Pope Francis their shared commitment to fighting 
poverty and growing inequality,” a White House 
statement said.

Shortly after the election of Pope Francis, President 
Obama sent a letter to the Pontiff.  It was delivered 
by a delegation that visited Rome for Francis’ instal-
lation mass, led by Vice President Joe Biden, the first 
Roman Catholic to be elected vice president. No de-
tails of the letter’s content were revealed.
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USA – Archbishop backs school’s sacking of teacher 
after same-sex marriage

An American archbishop has defended a Catho-
lic school’s decision to sack a teacher after it 
learned of his same-sex marriage.

Archbishop Peter Sartain of Seattle the school’s 
decision was not discriminatory but held to 
Church teaching and the school’s Catholic mis-
sion.

Archbishop Sartain said that “leaders of Catho-
lic schools are charged with the responsibility 
of both imparting and modelling” the Catholic 
Church’s teaching, adding that the decision by 
the board and administrators of Eastside, an 
independent Catholic school, asking Mr Zmuda 
to resign “was made after a great deal of prayer 
and consultation”.

“In no way was their goal to be discriminatory 
to anyone but to be faithful to their mission as a 
Catholic school,” the archbishop said. “The arch-
diocese supports their decision. The decision 
has been misunderstood and mischaracterized 
by some, and we now have an opportunity to 
help our students learn even more about Catho-
lic teaching.”

A statement from the school, released in Janu-
ary, said all school employees are required to 
sign an agreement in the employee handbook 
stating that “the public behaviours of our faculty 
and staff must at all times be consistent with the 
values and teachings of the Catholic Church”.

The school added that the Catholic Church op-
poses same-sex marriage. The Church teaches 
that marriage is between one man and one wom-
an and sex outside marriage is a sin.

It also noted that when Mr Zmuda “married his 
same-sex partner, the school administration was 
left with no acceptable alternative that would 
allow him to remain eligible for employment at 
Eastside Catholic School” and the school’s presi-
dent and CEO, Sister Mary Tracy, a member of 

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, 
“had no choice other than to discuss resigna-
tion”.

It noted that “in light of the Church’s clear teach-
ing on sacred marriage” and because the teacher 
had “publicly indicated his marriage plans are 
contrary to Church teachings”, the school lead-
ership “properly determined that his employ-
ment could not continue.” 

Ireland to re-open Vatican embassy

Ireland is to reopen its Vatican embassy two 
years after it was closed to cut costs. The new 
embassy has been described by the Irish govern-
ment’s Department of Foreign Affairs as a one-
person operation with a focus on international 
development.

“This will enable Ireland to engage directly with 
the leadership of Pope Francis on the issues of 
poverty eradication, hunger and human rights,” 
the Department of Foreign Affairs said.

The decision to close the embassy in 2011 came 
shortly after Prime Minister Enda Kenny criti-
cized the Vatican over its handling of an inquiry 
into clerical child abuse. However the Irish gov-
ernment said that the closure was carried out in 
order to save money.

The embassy at the Vatican is one of five new 
embassies set to be opened by the Irish govern-
ment, with the others opening in Bangkok in 
Thailand, Jakarta in Indonesia, Zagreb in Croatia 
and Nairobi in Kenya. There will also be three 
new consuls opening in Hong Kong, Austin in 
Texas and Sao Paulo in Brazil.

“Over the past five years our diplomats have 
been tasked with the frontline role in restoring 
Ireland’s once tattered reputation abroad, and 
in championing our economic cause,” said Ea-
mon Gilmore, minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade.
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The Queen’s Christmas Broadcast 
2013

The baton relay left London in October and is now 
the other side of the world, on its way across sev-
enty nations and territories before arriving in Scot-
land next summer. Its journey is a reminder that the 
Commonwealth can offer us a fresh view of life. My 
son Charles summed this up at the recent meeting in 
Sri Lanka. He spoke of the Commonwealth’s “family 
ties” that are a source of encouragement to many. 
Like any family there can be differences of opinion. 
But however strongly they’re expressed they are 
held within the common bond of friendship and 
shared experiences.

Here at home my own family is a little larger this 
Christmas. As so many of you will know, the arrival 
of a baby gives everyone the chance to contemplate 
the future with renewed happiness and hope. For the 
new parents, life will never be quite the same again!

As with all who are christened, George was baptized into 
a joyful faith of Christian duty and service. After the chris-
tening, we gathered for the traditional photograph. It was 
a happy occasion, bringing together four generations.

In the year ahead, I hope you will have time to pause for 
moments of quiet reflection. As the man in the plaster 
cast discovered, the results can sometimes be surprising.

For Christians, as for all people of faith, reflection, 
meditation and prayer help us to renew ourselves in 
God’s love, as we strive daily to become better peo-
ple. The Christmas message shows us that this love is 
for everyone. There is no one beyond its reach.

On the first Christmas, in the fields above Bethlehem, 
as they sat in the cold of night watching their resting 
sheep, the local shepherds must have had no shortage 
of time for reflection. Suddenly all this was to change. 
These humble shepherds were the first to hear and pon-
der the wondrous news of the birth of Christ – the first 
noel – the joy of which we celebrate today.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas.

I once knew someone who spent a year in a plas-
ter cast recovering from an operation on his back. 
He read a lot, and thought a lot, and felt miserable.
Later, he realized this time of forced retreat from the world 
had helped him to understand the world more clearly.

We all need to get the balance right between action 
and reflection. With so many distractions, it is easy 
to forget to pause and take stock. Be it through con-
templation, prayer, or even keeping a diary, many 
have found the practice of quiet personal reflection 
surprisingly rewarding, even discovering greater 
spiritual depth to their lives.

Reflection can take many forms. When families and 
friends come together at Christmas, it’s often a time 
for happy memories and reminiscing. Our thoughts 
are with those we have loved who are no longer with 
us. We also remember those who through doing 
their duty cannot be at home for Christmas, such as 
workers in essential or emergency services. And es-
pecially at this time of year we think of the men and 
women serving overseas in our armed forces. We 
are forever grateful to all those who put themselves 
at risk to keep us safe.

Service and duty are not just the guiding principles 
of yesteryear; they have an enduring value which 
spans the generations.

I myself had cause to reflect this year, at Westminster 
Abbey, on my own pledge of service made in that 
great church on Coronation Day sixty years earlier.

The anniversary reminded me of the remarkable 
changes that have occurred since the Coronation, 
many of them for the better; and of the things that 
have remained constant, such as the importance of 
family, friendship and good neighbourliness.

But reflection is not just about looking back. I and 
many others are looking forward to the Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow next year.
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The year 2013 marked the 450th anniversary of the 
closing of the Council of Trent, one of the most sig-
nificant series of meetings in Christian history. Here 
are nine things evangelicals should know about the 
Council and the decrees that it issued.

1. The Council of Trent was the most important 
movement of the Roman Catholic Counter-Refor-
mation, the Catholic church’s first significant reply 
to the growing Protestant Reformation. The pri-
mary purpose of the Council was to condemn and 
refute the beliefs of the Protestants, such as Martin 
Luther and John Calvin, and to clarify Roman Cath-
olic belief. Approximately forty clergymen, mainly 
Roman Catholic bishops, were in attendance dur-
ing the twenty-five sessions over the next eighteen 
years that the Council convened.

2. Protestants endorse justification by faith alone 
(sola fide) apart from anything (including good 
works), a position the Roman Catholic Church con-
demned as heresy. During the sixth session, the 
Council issued a decree saying that 

If any one saith, that the received is not preserved and 
also increased before God through good works; but that 
the said works are merely the fruits and signs of Justifi-
cation obtained, but not a cause of the increase there-
of; let him be anathema. (Canon 24, Council of Trent)

3. The Protestant Reformers rejected the Apocry-
pha as part of the biblical canon. The Apocrypha 
(the Greek word for ‘hidden’) is a collection of an-
cient Jewish writings which were written between 
300 and 30 BC in the era between the Old and New 
Testaments During the fourth session, the Coun-
cil issued a decree damning anyone who rejected 
these books:

‘. . . if any one receive not, as sacred and canonical, the 
said books entire with all their parts, as they have been 
used to be read in the Catholic Church, and as they are 
contained in the old Latin  (Vulgate) edition; and know-
ingly and deliberately contemn the traditions afore-

said; let him be anathema.’ (Canons and Decrees of the 
Council of Trent, The Fourth Session, April 1546, Eng-
lish translation by James Waterworth, London, 1848).

Many doctrines unique to Roman Catholicism, such 
as the  doctrines of purgatory, prayers for the dead, 
and salvation by works, are found in these books.

4. During the Protestant Reformation, the doctrine 
of transubstantiation was heavily criticized as an Ar-
istotelian “pseudo-philosophy.” The thirteenth  ses-
sion reaffirmed and defined transubstantiation as

that wonderful and singular conversion of the whole 
substance of the bread into the Body, and of the 
whole substance of the wine into the Blood - the spe-
cies only of the bread and wine remaining - which 
conversion indeed the Catholic Church most aptly 
calls Transubstantiation. (Council of Trent, 13 Session)

5. Protestants claimed that the only source and 
norm for the Christian faith was Holy Scripture (the 
canonical Bible without the Apocrypha). The doc-
trine of Sola Scriptura was rejected at Trent. The 
Council affirmed two sources of special revelation: 
Holy Scripture, for example, all the books included 
in the Latin (Vulgate version) and traditions of the 
church (including the “unwritten traditions”).

6. In Roman Catholic theology, an indulgence is a re-
mission of temporal punishment due to sin, the guilt 
of which has been forgiven. Under Roman Catholic 
teaching, every sin must be purified either here on 
earth or after death in a state called purgatory. The 
selling of indulgences was not part of official Catho-
lic teaching, though in Martin Luther’s era the prac-
tice had become common. (Luther was appalled by 
the sermon of an indulgence vendor named John 
Tetzel who said, “As soon as the coin in the coffer 
rings, the soul from purgatory springs.”) The Coun-
cil called for the reform of the practice, yet damned 
those who “say that indulgences are useless or that 
the Church does not have the power to grant them.”

Nine Things you should know about 
the Council of Trent

reproduced with permission from the Gospel Coalition
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7. In Catholic theology, purgatory is a place or condi-
tion of temporal punishment for those who depart-
ing this life in God’s grace, are not entirely free from 
venial sins, (a lesser sin that does not result in a com-
plete separation from God and eternal damnation in 
hell), or have not fully paid the satisfaction due to 
their transgressions. The Council affirmed the doc-
trine of purgatory and damned anyone who claimed

that after the grace of justification has been received 
the guilt is so remitted and the debt of eternal punish-
ment so blotted out for any repentant sinner, that no 
debt of temporal punishment remains to be paid.

8. In the twenty fourth session, the Council issued de-
crees on marriage which affirmed the excellence of 
celibacy, condemned concubinage, and made the va-
lidity of marriage dependent upon the wedding taking 
place before a priest and two witnesses. In the case 
of a divorce, the right of the innocent party to marry 
again was denied so long as the other party was alive, 
even if the other party had committed adultery.

9. At the request of Pope Gregory XIII, the Council 
approved a plan to correct the errors to the Julian 
calendar that would allow for a more consistent and 
accurate scheduling of the feast of Easter. The re-
form included reducing the number of leap years in 
four centuries from 100 to 97. Although Protestant 
countries in Europe initially refused to adopt the 
“Gregorian calendar” (also known as the Western or 
Christian calendar), it eventually became the most 
widely accepted and used civil calendar in the world.
The declarations and anathemas of the Council 
of Trent have never been revoked. The decrees of 
the Council of Trent are confirmed by both the Sec-
ond Vatican Council (1962-1965) and the official 
“Catechism of the Catholic Church”, 1992. 

Trent Source: http://history.hanover.edu/early/trent/
ct06jc.htm

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CENTRE 
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL BELL END, 
ROWLEY REGIS W MIDS B65 9LU 

SPRING LECTURES - Saturday 15 March 2014 
2pm ‘John Knox-Reformer & Revolutionary ’ (M Gray) 

3pm ‘Hugh Latimer’ (Mr Maurice McCaughey) 

AUTUMN LECTURES - Saturday 4 October 2014
2pm ‘John Ashworth’ (Alun McNabb) 
3pm ‘Thomas Cranmer’ ( Roland Burrows) 

SATURDAY OPENING DATES 2014 
Saturday 1st February  1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 22nd February  1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 5th April   1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 3rd May   1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 31st May   1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 28th June   1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 19th July   1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 20th September 1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 1st November  1.30pm - 4pm

 
***SAT 16TH AUGUST*** 

CREAM TEA & BOOK SALE 2pm-5pm 
www.christianheritagecentre.org.uk

PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY

125th Anniversary Service

to be held in

Kensit Evangelical Church

Finchley, North London
on 

Saturday 24 May 2014

at 2:30pm

Speaker: Rev. David Samuel (DV)

Please plan to join us - All Welcome 
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BIBLE   LESSON •   MEMORY VERSE   •   ACTIVITIES 

The Miracles of Jesus
faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he re-
ceived his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. (Mark 
10: 46-52).

This healing was a sign to the people that Isaiah’s 
prophecies from long ago about the coming of a 
Messiah had come true with the coming of Jesus.

It also was a picture of the spiritual darkness that 
we all have because of sin. The Bible describes the 
sinner as one who is blind or living in darkness. We 
need Jesus to forgive our sin. Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners through his death on the cross. 
Like Bartimaeus we receive forgiveness by trusting in 
the Lord Jesus.

Have you received spiritual sight through faith in 
Jesus Christ? If you have, then like Bartimaeus, you 
must follow him.

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1. “The blind man said unto him, ‘Lord, that I might 
receive my __________.’ “ 

2. “And Jesus said unto him, ‘Go thy way; thy 
_________ hath made thee whole.’ “

3. ‘And immediately he received his sight and 
______________ Jesus in the way.’

Memorize this verse:
‘Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.’ (John 8:12) 

To do:
Pray for children throughout the world who are 
physically blind; and pray for children who you know 
that are spiritualy blind and who don’t know Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. Pray that they might come to 
trust him.

Do you remember what a miracle is? Can you re-
call the different groups of the miracles that Jesus 
performed? In this edition we are going to look at a 
healing miracle. It is the story of blind Bartimaeus.

Blindness is a terrible condition. Have you ever 
closed your eyes and tried to imagine what it would 
be like to be blind? In this miracle Jesus heals a man 
who was blind. He couldn’t see the sun, the trees, 
the rivers, the animals or other people. 

In Bible times blindness was quite common and 
if someone was blind, it often meant living on the 
streets and begging for basic food to live. Jewish 
people who knew the Old Testament scriptures 
would know the promise of God to send a Messiah. 
The Old Testament taught that when Messiah would 
come, lepers would be cleansed, the lame would 
walk, the deaf would hear, and the blind would re-
ceive their sight.

It would seem that Bartimeaus not only knew about 
these promises concerning Messiah, but that he had 
also heard that Jesus had been doing these very 
things. 

Read the story from Mark’s gospel.

And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho 
with his disciples and a great number of people, blind 
Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side 
begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Naza-
reth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that 
he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great 
deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus 
stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they 
call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, 
rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garment, 
rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? 
The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive 
my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy 
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The Preaching Team – PTS Wickliffe Preachers

March

Sunday 2nd 
Grace Reformed Church Sheffield (Hand-
ley Street) 3pm, GM

Monday 3rd
Magheralin Orange Hall, Mission, 8pm, 
DP

Tuesday 4th
Knockbracken R P Church, 7:30pm, DP

Thursday 6th
Wickford Reformed Baptist, 7:45pm, GM

Sunday 9th
Welwyn Evangelical Church, DP
Pilgrim Tabernacle, Wood Green London 
10:00am & 6:00pm, GM

Wednesday 12th
Bloomfield Independent Methodist 
Church, Belfast, 8:00pm, DP
Wensleydale Evangelical, 7:00pm, SH
Providence Baptist Chapel Gornal, West 
Midlands, 7:30pm, GM

Sunday 16th
Monkstown Baptist, 11am & 6.30am, DP
Hethersett Reformed Baptist, 11am & 
6pm, GM

Tuesday 18th
Groomsport EP Church, 8:00pm, DP
Emmanuel Free Church of England, Work-
ington, 7:00pm, SH

Thursday 21st
Zion Church, Chester, 7:30pm, SH

Sunday 23rd
Swansea Evangelical Reformed Church, 
6pm, DP
Park Street Tabernacle, Wellingborough 
10:45am and 6:30pm, SH

Wednesday 26th
Sixmilecross Free Presbyterian, 8pm, DP

Sunday 30th
Lisburn Baptist, 11:30am, DP & GM
Lurgan Baptist Baptist 7pm, DP & GM

Monday 31st
Markethill Free Pres., 8pm, DP & GM

April

Tuesday 1st
Dromore Free Pres., 8pm DP & GM
United Protestant Council, St John’s 
Church, London - 2:00pm, SH

Wednesday 2nd
Banbridge Free Pres., 8pm, DP & GM

Thursday 3rd
Clogher Valley Free Pres., 8pm, DP & GM
Zoar Baptist, Bradford, 7:30pm, SH

Friday 4th
Dungannon Free Pres., 8pm, DP & GM

Sunday 6th April
Comber Free Pres., 11.30am, DP & GM 
Armagh Free Pres., 7pm, DP & GM

Monday 7th
Dundalk Baptist Dundalk FM. Heart of the 
Matter Radio Programme, GM

Rev. David Patterson
Director of Ministry

(attending
Tandragee 

Baptist Church)

Rev. Stephen Holland
North of England

(Minister,
Westhoughton

Evangelical Church)

Rev. Gearoid Marley
East of England

(Member, East Leake 
Evangelical Church)

Wednesday 9th 
Arrann Refomed Baptist Church, Dublin 
7:30pm, GM

Monday 10th
Parbold Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, SH

Sunday 13th April,
South Grove Free Pres., London, DP
Providence Baptist Chapel, Bedford, 
11am & 6:30pm, GM

Sunday 20th
Evington Baptist Chapel Evington (Leics.) 
11am and 6pm, GM
Grace Reformed Church, Sheffield, 
3:00pm, SH

Sunday 27th 
Friston Baptist Church, Friston Suffolk 
10:30am & 2:30pm, GM

Tuessday 29th 
Kilskerry Free Pres., 8pm, DP

  
 ‘Brethren, 
pray for us’

(1 Thessalonians 5:25)
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Introduction:

God is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his be-
ing, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and 
truth. God’s character is not subject to change, there 
is no improvement in God’s character nor does it di-
minish. The immutability of God’s being is absolute. 
The Reformed Confessions speak of God as ‘without 
passions’. But this does not mean that God is an in-
ert abstract force. God is not subject to emotional 
disturbances or upheavals, that is, he is not subject 
to mood changes as we are, yet God has revealed 
himself as a personal being. Therefore while we can-
not attribute human emotions to God, the Scriptures 
plainly teach (as in this passage) that God takes de-
light in things, he loves, he regards his people with 
affection, he cares, he pities. From the perspective 
of our human finite minds there is unfathomable-
ness in regard to the being of God, as Calvin puts it, 
‘the finite cannot obtain or grasp the infinite’ (John 
Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 4. 17. 30 
, pp1402-3, John T. McNeill). God is incomprehensi-
ble, but he has revealed himself to us that we might 
know him as a personal being.

In Hosea chapter 11, God reveals his tender, loving, 
grieving heart for his people. 

The background to the text is that of God’s judg-
ment. Prior to chapter 11 the scene is exclusively 
that of judgement, but when we come into chapter 
11, while judgment is still the theme it is now set 
against the backdrop of God’s eternal and electing 
love for his people in Christ.

1. God’s Fatherly Care and Grief for His People:
Verse 1 portrays God as a heart-broken Father. God 
has brought his people forth to life, he gave them 
life, he loved them, cared for them, protected them. 
He chose them before they were a people or nation, 

redeemed them, parted the Red Sea, smote the Rock, 
provided bread, gave them a land. The language 
is fatherly, he taught them to walk, led them in the 
ways of his Law, but they rebelled, turned their back 
on God and deliberately turned from walking in his 
ways. Compare the relation of an earthly father to 
his child – the love, the sacrifice and the care. Then 
that child reaches his teens and rebels and defies 
the ways of his father. Yet still  the father loves his 
child. Despite Israel’s deliberate, persistent rebel-
lion and sin, God continues to love them. He seeks 
to draw them – it is a picture of gentleness. He does 
not drive them with a yoke but leads them: ‘I drew 
them with cords of a man, with bands of love:’ (v4).  
There is no greater sorrow than when a child that is 
loved rebels, and God’s grief is compounded in that 
they had not left him for a better god, for a god who 
would love them more.  Their hearts went after gods 
carved out of wood – gods incapable of love or care. 

This is of course pictured throughout the 
whole book in the life situation of Hosea. The 
wife whom he loved became unfaithful, not 
to a man who loved her more but to give her-
self to the loveless relationship of prostitution. 
Israel  was  bent on backsliding, literally straining to 
get away, determined to turn away from the God who 
fathered them. Looking for satisfaction in this new but 
empty religion when all the time they had everything 
from a God who loved them. They continued to call on 
him but they did not exalt him. In other words they paid 
lip service to God but their hearts were far from him. 

This is a picture of us. A picture of the sinner 
whom God has eternally loved in Christ, demon-
strating that love in the sending forth of his Son; 
yet we will not come to him that we might have 
life. A picture of the believer who, despite the 
manifold blessings from his loving heavenly Father 
goes after other things rather than walking  in his ways.

God’s Paternal Love for his People
An edited sermon on Hosea 11

by Rev. David Patterson
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from the Word of God, from the salvation of God, 
from the ways of God, but God abounds in mercy.
How can God do this? He shows mercy for Jesus’ 
sake. The Holy One is in your midst. The prophecy 
is Messianic, it looks away to Christ. He has fulfilled 
all the righteous demands of the law for us. God will 
not come in terror because of Jesus. Jesus has be-
come our righteousness, he satisfied God’s righteous 
punitive justice – he became sin for us. Our only 
hope is the Holy One of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Like Adam we tend to run away when God speaks, 
but our hope is found in running to him! He has 
provided a cover from his own holy wrath. Divine 
justice was satisfied at the Cross. Because he is God 
and not man he loves us, he redeems us, he takes 
us by the hand and causes us to walk in his ways.

Conclusion:
To the unbeliever: you must urgently take the salva-
tion that God lovingly offers you today (lest you be 
eternally consumed in his wrath). You may have heard 
the gospel many times; God has preserved you to see 
another New Year. You were perhaps, nurtured in the 
gospel by parents who loved you and who prayed for 
you, and yet until now you continue to spurn God’s 
love and mercy in Christ. Hear the roar of the lion 
and run to him. Your only hope, your only salva-
tion is to be found in the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

To the believer, perhaps walking afar off: return to 
this God who has loved you eternally, take afresh 
the hand of your heavenly Father and pledge your-
self to walk with him and in his ways through 2014. 
He loves you. When you sin, don’t run away from 
him, don’t go running after things (gods) that can-
not satisfy, run every day into the arms of Christ 
your Saviour. Tell him you love him. God cannot, 
will not fail you in this New Year nor ever – for Je-
sus’ sake  he will not give you up. He is worthy of 
your all; he will be with you through all that this 
year holds. Trust him, love him, walk with him.

2. God’s Passionate Love for His People:
Israel had been unfaithful to God. They had turned 
their back on the One who redeemed them. They 
had committed spiritual adultery against the One 
who loved them. Will God turn his back on them for 
ever, will he utterly destroy them in his righteous 
judgment? That’s what they deserve; that is what he 
could justly do; that is what we would do. But lis-
ten to the voice of their loving God: ‘How shall I give 
thee up....mine heart is turned within me’(v8).

The reference in verse 8 to two cities are two cities 
destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah for the same 
sins. Cities that God utterly destroyed. That’s what 
Israel deserved, it is what her sin called for (cf.Deut. 
29:23).  Justice would consume but mercy would 
save. As God contemplates the judgment that is due 
to his people, his heart is moved with compassion. 
(cf. Psalm 106:44). 

God in mercy does not reward us as our sins deserve; 
his heart yearns for the salvation of his people. ‘Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ?’ (Rom. 8:35) 
‘He that spared not his own Son…’ (Rom. 8:32).  We 
judge God like man, we think God loves us one minute 
and is angry with us the next, but God is God and 
not man – he has loved us with an everlasting love.

3. God’s Promise to His People:
God says, ‘though my judgment will fall, it will not 
utterly destroy’.  With a broken heart God says, ‘I 
will execute my righteous judgment, but it will not 
be complete or final. It will not be as their sins de-
serve’. When this judgment fell, Jeremiah depicts 
the scene; and as he surveys the ruins of the city and 
the Temple, with weeping and lamentations  he says, 
‘It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not.’ (Lam. 3:22).
Man will give full vent to his anger. Man will re-
pay in anger, but God is God and not man. His 
judgment is tempered with mercy: he will deliver 
on his eternal promise to save. God will restore 
his people according to his promise. His people 
would walk again in the ways of God. After the 
lion roars (judgment) there is restoration. We can-
not walk in our own ways with impunity. Sin has 
consequences but there is mercy with the Lord. 
You may have turned away from your upbringing, 

‘... for I am God, and not man; 
the Holy One in the midst of thee:’
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To mark the 500th anniversary of the birth of the 
great Protestant Reformer, John Knox, the Protestant 
Truth Society have published this 28–page booklet 
to commemorate his life.

For centuries John Knox was revered by Scottish Pres-
byterians as the founder of the Reformed Church in 
Scotland.  Thomas Carlyle declared that Knox was 
“the one Scotchman to whom all others, his country 
and the world owe a debt”.   Thomas M’Crie, a minis-
ter in the Original Secession Church, in his famous bi-
ography of Knox praised him as eloquent, scholarly, 
active, energetic, fervent, pious, loved by his friends 
and with an integrity above suspicion.   David Laing, 
the editor of Knox’s works, declared: “Well may Scot-
land be proud of such a man as Knox... His character 
rises superior to detraction, and will ever stand forth, 
worthy of admiration”.   Sadly, this has not proved to 
be the case.  In the public mind Knox is thought of as 
a bad-tempered spoilsport, who ruined the Scottish 
psyche by his narrow Calvinist views.

In this year of 2014, being the 500th anniversary of 
his birth, we need to be reminded that Knox was 
greatly used by God in establishing the Reformed 
faith in Scotland.  John Knox ought to be regarded 
as unquestionably one of the most influential men 
in Scottish history. 

In the preface, Maurice Roberts says,

The year 2014 is the anniversary of the birth of John 
Knox, the great Scottish Reformer.  Over the interven-
ing years many blessings and benefits have come to 
our country as a result of his influence. Sound religion, 
universal education and responsible government are 
among these blessings, for which our beloved country 
has been renowned.

What John Knox saw, and which many today have appar-
ently forgotten, is that “righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people”(Proverbs 14:34). 
Powerful gospel preaching, such as John Knox gave his 
generation, reaches into the very soul of a nation and 
the results of it are seen in the way people as a whole 
behave. This is not surprising because good religion al-
ways produces care for others, respect for good law, and 
a view of life which puts the Bible, the church and the 
Sabbath on a high level of priority.  As a nation we can-
not get back to these excellent practices too quickly.

It was said of Knox at the end of his life that he “neither 
feared nor flattered flesh”.  This means that he put his duty 
to God first, even when it meant running the risk of perse-
cution at the hands of those who did not fear God. This ap-
ostolic courage was essential to his faithful stand for truth 
and righteousness. It is a courage which God’s people need 
no less today in what is an increasingly secular society.

I have much pleasure in commending this account of 
the life of Knox and I hope it will be read carefully—and 
prayerfully.

Order  your copy today - only £2.95 incl. postage.

The man who changed a naTion
The Life and Times of John Knox 1514-1572
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continued from page 21

The hymn writer, Anne R. Cousin expressed it thus; 

O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner’s stead,
Didst bear all ill for me.
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed;
Now there’s no load for me.

Death and the curse were in our cup:
O Christ, ’twas full for Thee;
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop,
’Tis empty now for me.
That bitter cup, love drank it up;
Now blessing’s draught for me.

The Cross also displayed the fullness of God’s love 
for his people. God now freely pardons, forgives, 
and justifies guilty sinners who come to him in 
Christ. God has in the death of his Son provided and 
secured the salvation of all who will believe.

There was no other way the salvation of God’s peo-
ple could be accomplished. What a wonderful per-
fect redemption! That is why Jesus died! 

How should we respond to such love? Isaac Watts in 
his much loved hymn, ‘When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross,’ reminds us, 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

How will you respond to the death of Christ this 
Eastertime?

Fleet Street Events
Bitesize

School of Theology
Weekly Tuesday lunchtime talks and discussions are held at the PTS Head Office, 

184 Fleet Street, London. 

They start promptly at 1:10pm and finish at 1:45pm. 
Talks are currently based on: 

‘In conversation with Abraham & application - through Genesis’
Speaker: Dr. Kenneth Brownell (Minister: ELT Baptist Church)

Tea and coffee provided.
 

Monthly Prayer Meetings
1st Thursdays from 1-2pm. PTS Head Office

All are welcome to join us in praying for church and nation.

‘... the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave himself for me.’     (Galatians 2:20)
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Are you a Protestant? I do not mean do you side 
with the Unionists or with the Separatists in North-
ern Ireland. I do not mean, do you enjoy open con-
frontation with Roman Catholics as they go about 
their blasphemous and superstitious devotions at 
Walsingham, Knock and elsewhere. I mean, are you 
a Protestant in the way in which the Reformers were 
Protestant?

What is a Protestant, you may be wondering? The 
political and confrontational pictures of Protestant-
ism are well-known, but they have detracted from 
and distorted the true meaning of the word. The re-
sult has been that many professing Christians, even 
those of a Reformed persuasion, are now embar-
rassed to bear the name Protestant. I want to show 
you what a true Protestant is, and encourage you to 
take up the name with pride.

The word ‘protestant’ comes from the Latin prote-
stari, to bear witness. We may ask, to what do we 
bear witness? The first Protestant was Martin Lu-
ther, who took a public stand for the truth against 
the errors of the Church of Rome, once he had come 
to realize that the bishops and cardinals were not 
prepared to engage in serious examination of Scrip-
ture but insisted on maintaining the Church’s posi-
tion. He bore witness to the truths he had learned in 
his search for peace with God. So we can make the 
following observations.

A Protestant is someone who bears witness to 
Scripture. 
There is no written source of divine revelation other 
than the Bible. This is the Word of God. He has giv-
en it to us as his lively oracles. ‘Holy Scripture con-
taineth all things necessary to salvation’, declares 
the Reformed Confessions. Therefore the reading, 
learning and study of Holy Scripture is vital for a right 
understanding of everything we profess to believe 

and hope for. Of course, our Reformed Confessions 
and Creeds, although agreeable with Scripture, are 
not the sole rule of faith and practice: we must ever 
look to the Bible alone. What does the Bible tell us 
about itself?

‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God’ (II Tim-
othy 3:16). That is, all scripture is God-breathed, it 
comes from him, he has exhaled or expired it. It is 
therefore in the truest sense God’s Word. Why has 
he given us his Word? It is ‘profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness’, says the rest of the verse. ‘Profitable’ 
means beneficial or advantageous; there is a good 
reason for receiving the Scriptures as the Word of 
God. The benefits are listed by the Apostle. 

First, for doctrine or teaching: ‘from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus’ (v 15). God’s Word is given to us as a 
means of instruction. 

Secondly, for reproof, the setting forth of evidence 
of the truth in order to convict those who believe 
and practise something else in order to turn them 
from error to truth. This is being made ‘wise unto 
salvation’. 

Thirdly, for correction. The word originally applied 
to the restoration of a damaged city, and means the 
making good of what has fallen into ruin. The Word 
of God is able to remake us after the pattern of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Fourthly, for instruction in righteousness. Israel was 
instructed in the ways of the Lord by the law. We are 
instructed in such ways by the whole of Scripture. 
This instruction is the life-training without which we 
will never manifest the graces and gifts of the Spirit. 

The Courage to be Protestant?

by Rev. Edward Malcolm
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We find this in God’s Word. The effect of this is that 
we are ‘perfect’ or righteous, ‘throughly furnished 
unto all good works’ and provided with all things 
necessary that we may live godly lives. Without a 
right view of Scripture, then, we cannot progress 
as Christians. Submission to God’s Word is vital. We 
stand before it and say ‘Be it according to thy word’. 
We do not hear the Word and reply, ‘Yes, but…’ as if 
we would debate with God. It is his Word, and he is 
Almighty God. Let all the earth keep silence before 
him.

A Protestant is someone who bears witness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
Article II of the Thirty-nine declares, ‘The Son … 
truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not 
only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of 
men’. Therefore any view of Jesus which denies any 
aspect of this statement falls short of being a Prot-
estant view. It fails to be a biblical view, for the Re-
formed Confessions and Creeds, are ‘agreeable to 
God’s Word’. The Reformed Confessions and Creeds 
set before us the true Trinitarian doctrine, which 
teaches that Christ is of the Godhead without mak-
ing him the Father. The Athanasian Creed, in par-
ticular, teaches that Christ has two natures, divine 
and human, in such a wonderful manner that he is 
at the same time both God and man. Thus he alone, 
of all the descendants of Eve, was fitted to be the 
Saviour of mankind. God sent him forth in the full-
ness of time to redeem sinners, which redemption 
he accomplished by his precious blood-shedding, 
and which is confirmed to us by his glorious resur-
rection from the dead. We are to receive Christ as 
he is set forth in Scripture, to believe on him and 
to trust in him for our salvation. After he ascended 
into heaven he sent the Holy Spirit to bear witness 
to himself, and to bring men and women to the sav-
ing knowledge of the truth. All who believe have the 
Spirit. We are therefore also to live according to his 
Word and example.

A Protestant is someone who bears witness to the 
doctrine of salvation. 
This is a necessary consequence of both the for-
mer points. Scripture teaches both the necessity 
of salvation, and the way of salvation.  Jesus Christ 

is the Saviour in whom alone we have forgiveness 
and hope. The promises of forgiveness and salvation 
are declared in Jesus Christ. He is the manifestation 
of the promises and the ground of them. But how 
do we understand ourselves to be partakers of the 
promises? The doctrine taught in Scripture, though 
anathematized (cursed) by the Church of Rome, is 
that we are justified by faith. That is, we believe the 
promise of God in Christ Jesus and God accounts our 
believing as righteousness. Yet we are not to make 
faith a work  as if we moved ourselves to believe  for 
we are told that faith ‘is the gift of God’ (Ephesians 
2:8) coming as it does by the grace of God. This doc-
trine is much misunderstood. 

Rome condemned it at the Reformation as being the 
door to lawlessness, which is why she anathema-
tized it at Trent. It is the most Protestant doctrine for 
it overthrows the whole of the Roman system at a 
stroke rendering the Pope and his priests irrelevant 
to salvation; indeed  they become obstacles to salva-
tion and not aids or conduits to it. Those who adhere 
to what is called Arminianism, that man in some way 
contributes to his salvation by making the right re-
sponse to God’s overtures to him in the gospel, also 
misunderstand this doctrine. Such are generally un-
willing to allow that the whole of salvation is a work 
of grace, and that they play no part in it. Christ died 
for sins, to redeem a people, and that people was 
redeemed by his death. We know that we are part 
of that people at a moment in time when the light 
of the Gospel dawns on us. Yet we did not choose 
Christ any more than Israel chose to be the people of 
God. We were chosen in him before the foundation 
of the world. This is of course the doctrine of elec-
tion which is so closely bound up with the doctrine 
of justification by faith. 

A Protestant is someone who lives a holy life. 
Not, admittedly, such a holy life that he is without 
sin; far from it. Rather, his desire, his passion, is to 
live a life honouring to God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – a life which confesses God’s sovereignty, 
Christ’s grace, and the gifts and fruits of the Spirit. 
This is what we are called to, and this is the life we 
find set out in Scripture. 

Are you a Protestant?
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All start life single, most marry and many end up 
widowed. The Apostle Paul begins 1 Corinthians 
7, ‘Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote 
unto me’ (v. 1a), and he appears to be answering 
questions asked by the Corinthian Christians on 
these related themes of singleness, marriage and 
widowhood. Corinthian society was infamously 
permissive and this had left the Christians there 
confused in their attitudes to marriage and sexu-
ality. Paul writes aiming to bring clarity instead of 
confusion and to correct some rather serious mis-
understandings.

Question 1: What place has physical intimacy in a 
Christian marriage? (vv. 1-9)
With sexual immorality so rife in Corinth, it seems the 
idea was gaining ground among some of the Chris-
tians there that they should refrain from physical inti-
macy even within marriage. Paul makes three points.

Firstly, physical intimacy is one of the purposes of 
marriage (vv. 1,2). Paul’s statement that, ‘It is good 
[expedient] for a man not to touch a woman’ (v. 1b), 
should be understood in the light of his statement, 
‘I suppose therefore that this is good [expedient] for 
the present distress’ (v. 26). Paul had chosen to re-
main unmarried, but he’s no more against marriage 
than is the God who ordained it. Indeed, elsewhere 
he uses marriage as an illustration of the relationship 
between Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:22-33). 
Paul makes it plain that although sexual immorality 
(physical intimacy outside marriage) is wrong, the en-
joyment of physical intimacy and avoidance of sexual 
immorality is one of the reasons for marriage (v. 2).

Secondly, physical intimacy is at the very heart of 
marriage (vv. 3-5). Paul speaks in terms of ‘due be-
nevolence’ (v. 3), ‘power over the body’ (v. 4) and 
‘defrauding/depriving’ (v. 5). ‘Due benevolence’ is 
the language of conjugal rights, ‘power over the body’ 
emphasizes mutuality within marriage – that it’s not

for the husband or wife to please themselves but to 
make the other’s pleasure their great priority – and 
‘defrauding/depriving’ stresses the sinfulness of failing 
to take physical intimacy within marriage seriously.

Thirdly, marriage is not a command but physical inti-
macy within marriage is assumed (vv. 6-9). The ma-
jority of commentators understand verse 6 to refer 
back to verse 2. Verses 7 and 8 touch on singleness 
and widowhood, of which more later, and verse 9 in-
cludes the classic line, ‘For it is better to marry than 
to burn’. Clearly, being married and ‘burning’ are as-
sumed to be mutually exclusive, desire being satis-
fied within the marriage bond.

Question 2: What place has a Christian in a mixed 
marriage? (vv. 10-16)
By mixed marriage, we mean a marriage where both 
husband and wife entered into the marriage as un-
believers, but one or other has subsequently been 
converted, so that one is a Christian and the other 
is not. The idea seemed to be gaining ground among 
the Corinthian Christians that it was wrong for a 
believer to engage in physical intimacy with an un-
believer, even if married to one another, with some 
even going so far as to suggest divorce.

Paul reminds the Corinthians of something Christ 
had taught about marriage (vv. 10,11): our Lord takes 
no pleasure in divorce (Matthew 5:31,32). Next, Paul 
applies Christ’s teaching to the question now being 
answered (vv. 12,13). We mustn’t misunderstand 
the beginning of verse 12 to imply that what follows 
is somehow less inspired or any less Scripture than 
verses 10 and 11. Paul is simply saying that Christ 
himself said what he quotes in verses 10 and 11  and 
he’s now going on to apply that in verses 12 to 16. 
Paul makes it plain that if an unbelieving spouse is 
willing to stay with a believing spouse, then the be-
lieving spouse should stay too and enter fully into all 
aspects of married life. With great pastoral warmth 

‘Singleness, Marriage and Widowhood’
Rev. Jeremy Brooks, 

(pastor of Welcome Hall Evangelical Church, Bromsgrove)

explores 1 Corinthians 7
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the Apostle then gives three encouragements for the 
Christian in a mixed marriage (vv. 14-16).

Firstly, you bring God’s smile to your marriage and 
family. All sorts of people have tried to do all sorts 
of things with the language of sanctification and 
holiness (v. 14). It’s really speaking of cleanliness 
and moral purity, and that there is nothing unclean 
or morally impure about a mixed marriage in such 
circumstances. Far from it – God smiles on the be-
liever seeking to be a faithful and godly spouse in 
a mixed marriage. Secondly, Christ calls His people 
to be peacemakers whenever possible (v. 15). If the 
unbelieving spouse is for war, then so be it, but the 
unbelieving spouse should be for peace.

Thirdly, God may use your testimony to save your 
spouse (v. 16). Of course, he may not, and whether 
or not he does is not necessarily any reflection of the 
merit or otherwise of your life and witness. What a 
thought, however, that Christ calls the believing 
spouse in a mixed marriage to be Christ in that home 
with the desire to win the unbelieving spouse to sav-
ing faith in him  and love them into the kingdom.

Question 3: What difference does conversion make 
to status in life? (vv. 17-24)
This middle section of the chapter may seem to have 
little immediately to do with the surrounding con-
text but nothing could be further from the truth. 
Paul demonstrates that conversion makes no auto-
matic difference to station in life (vv.17, 24). He uses 
the examples of circumcision (vv. 18-20) and serv-
anthood (vv. 21-23). Becoming a Christian doesn’t 
change your status regarding circumcision/uncir-
cumcision or servanthood / freedom. The contextual 
implication is that the same is true regarding marital 
status. Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean you have 
to get married if you’re not, or divorced if you are.

There’s a further implication here too – the idea 
of contentment. The Puritan, Jeremiah Burroughs, 
wrote a famous treatise, The Rare Jewel of Christian 
Contentment. In one sense, a discontent Christian is 
a contradiction in terms and yet how often Christians 
are discontent. Paul is teaching here that whether 
we’re single, married or widowed, contentment is 
the key. Also, many Christians have testified over the 

years, that it wasn’t until they were content to re-
main single that the Lord blessed them with the gift 
of marriage.

Question 4: What priority should a single Christian 
give to marriage? (vv. 25-38)
These verses contain many things, some clear and 
others less so. Three thoughts are clear for all to see. 
Firstly, marriage isn’t all sweetness and light (vv. 25-
28). The grass may look greener on the other side, but 
then it usually does. Marriage can be a great blessing 
but it’s not a utopia or problem-free zone. Secondly, 
marriage is only for this life (vv. 29-31). Ultimately, as 
Christians, we’re living for the life to come. Marriage 
can be a wonderful experience here and now, but it 
will soon be gone  and something far greater be ours.

Thirdly, marriage can easily become a distraction 
(vv. 32-35). Our primary responsibility as Christians 
is to serve the Lord. Some will serve the Lord bet-
ter single, and others married. Whether single or 
married, serving the Lord must be at the centre, 
and if contemplating marriage  then one of the key 
questions to ask is how would this marriage help or 
hinder my service for the Lord  and how should we 
shape our marriage and family life to be of maximum 
usefulness in the Lord’s service?

Question 5: What priority should a widowed Chris-
tian give to remarriage? (vv. 39-40)
Paul doesn’t stay with widowhood at any length but he 
makes two key points. Firstly, remarriage for a widow 
is always permissible (v. 39) with the obvious qualifica-
tion, ‘only in the Lord’ (v. 39b). In other words, a Chris-
tian widow should only remarry a Christian. 

Secondly, remarriage for a widow isn’t always advis-
able (v. 40). Widows shouldn’t think in terms of re-
marriage at all costs. Rather, they should seek godly 
contentment in their widowed state and be open to 
what the Lord might have for them in the days ahead.

In summary, whether we’re single, married or wid-
owed, God’s Word has something to say to us all. A 
chapter like 1 Corinthians 7 should help us to under-
stand one another, love, support, help and encour-
age one another, and most of all, pray for one an-
other.
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This God Is Our God

Archibald G. Brown
Paperback 248pp
Banner of Truth 
£8:00

Archibald G. Brown (1844-1922) was a man of out-
standing pulpit gifts in a time when pulpit greatness 
was seen in our land. He was a contemporary of the 
‘prince of preachers’ C. H. Spurgeon who was also a 
personal friend. At the East London Tabernacle he 
witnessed considerable growth and blessing, not 
least due in part to the unique blessing that came 
upon the Saturday night prayer meeting. His last pas-
torate was a short one of three or so years at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle. Indeed, Spurgeon was to 
say of Brown: ‘Few men are like-minded with Mr 
Brown – a brother tried and proved’.

This book contains a selection of twenty sermons 
preached by Brown. His manner of preaching is 
somewhat different from many of the sermons pro-
duced today – long expositions of Bible books or pas-
sages. Rather these sermons are individual texts.  The 
texts are taken from a wide selection of passages: the 
Psalms, Job, Minor Prophets, the Gospels, and various 
Epistles. If one is to preach textually, then as Brown, 
one should take his texts from a wide selection of 
passages in both Old and New Testaments, so that 
the ‘whole counsel of God’ is proclaimed. Preaching 
the ‘whole counsel of God’ should be the desire of 
every faithful expounder of Scripture. 

Brown was faithful not only in the way he ap-
proached preaching Bible texts but also in present-
ing the great themes of Biblical truth. These sermons 
centre on God as: Creator, Judge, and Saviour. These 
themes are to be seen right throughout Scripture. In 
a day of light superficial ‘sermon talks’ these come 
as refreshing and welcome. Brown says: ‘Our God is 
a God of might, and a God of right, and a God of 
mercy, and a God of truth. On these four attributes, 
as on four massive blocks of granite, does the soul 
venture safely to build her eternal hopes’.

In an age where sermons are available to listen to, 
and mostly without cost, it is all too easy to neglect 
the printed page. This must be to our cost. We must 
not neglect the sermons of great men of a previous 
age. The sermons of Archibald Brown will indeed still 
bless the reader just as they did in his own day. This 
book is highly commended reading.

by Stephen Holland 
Wickcliffe Preacher, North of England.  

One with Christ – 
An Evangelical Theology of Salvation 

Marcus Peter Johnson
paperback 304pp
Crossway.  
£16.99

This is one of the most spiritually refreshing and 
stimulating theological books I have read in recent 
years. The subject is the believer’s union with Christ, 
which is a familiar one in any treatment of the doc-
trine of salvation. However Johnson contends that 
it is often not integrated (as it should be in our un-
derstanding of salvation) with doctrines such as 
justification, adoption and sanctification, which 
are treated in isolation from it. This is strange since 
union with Christ was at the heart of the teaching of 
Luther and Calvin and other Reformers. Accordingly 
Johnson takes a fresh look at the central doctrines 
of salvation in the light of union with Christ. While 
doing so in line with classic Reformed theology he 
is not hesitant to challenge what he considers the 
inadequate way that some writers (Berkhof, Horton 
and Grudem in particular) have handled the doctrine 
of union with Christ. What Johnson wants is a more 
personal and Christ-centred Reformed theology that 
is an antidote to the sometimes abstract way it is ex-
pressed. I highly recommend this book.

by Ken Brownell

Book Reviews
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Prepared by Grace, for Grace – the Puritans 
and the Ordinary Way of Leading Sinners to 
Christ

Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smalley
paperback 297pp
Reformation Heritage Books 
£12.50

Among other things the Puritans have been criti-
cized for what has been called Preparationism. This 
is the approach to evangelistic preaching and coun-
selling that says that an unconverted person can pre-
pare himself or herself to be saved. Obviously this is 
a form of legalism that, in spite of their Calvinism, 
the Puritans are accused of practising. In historical 
theology, Preparationism is part of the debate as to 
whether the majority of Puritans were really moving 
away from the theology of Calvin. 

In this book the prolific Joel Beeke along with Paul 
Smalley ably refute this charge. They carefully ana-
lyse the writings of key Puritans beginning with 
William Perkins right through to Jonathan Edwards, 
with some additional material on Dutch Further 
Reformation theologians and preachers. The au-
thors show that overwhelmingly the Puritans’ con-
cern was simply to preach the law to people who 
were often very moral and religious in such a way 
as to bring them to conviction of sin and repent-
ance and faith in Christ. 

The preachers and theologians usually seen as 
the main culprits were Thomas Hooker and to a 
lesser extent Thomas Shepard. The authors think 
that the former in particular may have gone a 
little too far beyond Scripture on occasion and 
could have given the impression that uncon-
verted people had some ability to prepare them-
selves for conversion. However that was not their 
intention, and the overall thrust of their minis-
tries was warmly evangelical. As J.I. Packer has 
pointed out, the problem was in part that these 
Puritans so closely analysed the process of con-
version that what might have been a common 
pattern was thought of as a necessary one, the 
absence of which implying that a person was not 
truly converted. 

All this may seem like an arcane controversy from 
the seventeenth century but in fact the book is a 
very enriching study of what it means to be convert-
ed and of the most appropriate way of presenting 
the gospel to see that happen by the grace of God. 
The Puritans must be understood in their historical 
context, but when we have done that there is much 
we can learn for our evangelism today.

by Ken Brownell

The Roots of William Tyndale’s Theology

Ralph S. Werrell, 
paperback 196pp
James Clarke and Co. 
£25.00

Werrell’s thesis is that Tyndale was less influenced 
by the continental Reformers (Luther et al) than is 
usually thought. Indeed, by the time Tyndale wrote 
the ‘Preface’ to his 1525 New Testament translation 
his theology was already fully developed.

This book is a follow on from the author’s first book, 
The Theology of William Tyndale. It is divided into 
two parts with the second outlining key areas of Tyn-
dale’s theology, beginning with ‘The Blood of Christ’.

Tyndale’s focus on the blood of Christ was in many 
ways the focal point of his theology. Nothing hap-
pens without the sacrificial blood of Christ, not 
merely the death or even the cross of Christ but 
specifically the blood – the blood shed in sacrifice 
and sprinkled now upon believers at the beginning 
of Christian life and throughout.

‘It is through the blood of Christ the Christian can 
repent, have faith, pray and worship God and do 
good works, for the whole of the Christian life is only 
possible through the blood of Christ. To repair every 
fault the Holy Spirit has to sprinkle Christ’s blood on 
each broken part; then having been repaired those 
parts  are able to work to the glory of God.’

The blood of Christ does not merely provide forgive-
ness of sins, and the work of the Holy Spirit is not 
to be divorced from the work of Christ on the cross. 
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This is the key thing I received from this book and it 
is in keeping with the Bible itself.

‘the blood of Christ is mentioned in the writings of 
the New Testament nearly three times as often as 
the ‘cross’ of Christ, and five times as frequently as 
the ‘death’ of Christ.’ (Vincent Taylor credited by 
Alan Stibbs in The Meaning of the Word Blood in 
Scripture). 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to apply that sacrifi-
cial blood to the believer, chosen and called by God’s 
grace. Before that, man’s salvation is dependent on 
the covenant made in eternity past between the 
three Persons of the Trinity.

Werrell shows that Tyndale was not merely a Luther-
an, and concludes that: ‘Tyndale’s theology depends 
completely on the Scriptures… When he drew on his 
Wycliffe background, or Trevisa’s and Erasmus’ writ-
ings, he tried them by God’s word until he was cer-
tain that what he had left was true to the Scriptures’. 
This fact alone makes the book worth reading.

by Oliver Rice

   New TTC Booklet
    

George Whitefield

George Whitefield is the sixth booklet in the Time 
Traveller’s Club series for boys and girls. Now avail-
able from the PTS bookshop. Cost £3.50 

Special offer on the set of six booklets £12

PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY
125th Anniversary 

Special Gospel Meetings
to be held throughout Northern Ireland

Preacher: Rev. David Patterson 
(Director of Ministry, PTS) 

Testimony by Rev. Gearoid Marley
(converted Roman Catholic and 

PTS Wickliffe Preacher) 

Sunday 30 March 2014 - Sunday 6 April 2014

Meeting Details:

Sunday 30 March 
Lisburn Baptist 11.30am                                         
Lurgan Baptist 7pm

Monday 31 March
Markethill Free Presbyterian, 8pm

Tuesday 1 April 
Dromore Free Presbyterian, 8pm

Wednesday 2 April 
Banbridge Free Presbyterian, 8pm
 
Thursday 3 April 
Clogher Valley Free Presbyterian, 8pm

Friday 4 April
Dungannon Free Presbyterian, 8pm (Youth Focus)

Sunday 6 April 
Comber Free Presbyterian, 11.30am                  
Armagh Free Presbyterian, 7pm

All welcome
For further information contact the local church 

or phone Rev. David Patterson
 028 38832791
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As one looks at the state of the church of Jesus 
Christ throughout Europe, one cannot but be 
alarmed – closing churches, dwindling congre-
gations, apathetic listeners, lazy Christians, and 
uninterested public. The concerned Christian is 
troubled and anxious by what they see. The back-
sliden, or more accurately unconverted, are not at 
all bothered. They are more concerned with raising 
a family, building their careers, and enjoying the 
pleasures of the world. For such people we have 
nothing at all to say here. For others, albeit the mi-
nority, we say the following.

PRAY. Without the Christian turning to God in prayer 
all our hopes and dreams will either be short-lived 
or fleshly driven. If we want to see real spiritual fruit 
we must pray about our condition. The problem we 
face is a spiritual problem. All moral breakdowns and 
related behaviour patterns stem from man’s spiritual 
bankruptcy. Cure his spiritual condition, and though 
by no means producing character perfection, many 
of man’s failings are at the least set on the road 
to recovery and repair as the Holy Spirit produces 
a sanctifying work. Sadly the least attended meet-
ing in churches is the prayer meeting. It is, as C. H. 
Spurgeon said, ‘the engine room of the church’. 

PREPARE. The growth of the church is, in part, the 
adding of new spiritually alive people to the body of 
Christ. That is a work that only the Holy Spirit can do. 
No preacher, pastor, evangelist, or witnessing Chris-
tian can produce spiritual life. Nevertheless, we are 
called to be active, not just in our praying but also in 
our witnessing. Yes, the church in the community. If 
all the local church ever does is meet on a Sunday 
and midweek, don’t be surprised if no fruit appears. 
A. W. Pink once declared, ‘the church that does not 
evangelize will fossilize’. There must be regular evan-
gelistic activity if a church is to grow. Be that in the 
form of door-to-door visitation, open air ministry, 
children’s work, English classes, coffee morning, or 
some other evangelistic ministry.  

PERSEVERE. As praying and the preparing of the ground 
is hard work and not a little demoralizing, persevering 
is a must or we will simply just give up and throw in the 
towel. It is easy to become discourgaed. Yet all involved 
in the spiritual battle must not give up. The task is too 
great, the labourers too few, and the value of a soul too 
high. We, who are involved in the greatest fight, need to 
encourage one another. Though not in the carnal way of 
the football coach, but more by reminding one another 
of who we are in Jesus Christ and the calling he has given 
to all his children.   

PROMISE. One of the ways we can encourage one an-
other is to remind ourselves of the promises that God 
has given us. The promise of a Sovereign God who 
thunders, ‘I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail’ (Matthew 16:18). We are assured of 
the final outcome. As the darkness closes in around 
us, with the forces of Satan snapping at our ankles,  
may we not slide and slip, but rather stand firm, seek-
ing to push back the enemy through the preaching 
of the gospel, commitment being shown to the local 
church and pastor, and faithful godly praying.    

PRESERVATION. Why must the Christian pray, pre-
pare, and persevere? The reason is given in our last 
two points – the promises God has made and the 
action He will perform. All too often church has be-
come all about US. We are so self-centred and preoc-
cupied with our own little happiness and enjoyment 
that we’ve forgotten, or more accurately were never 
taught, that it’s all about God the Trinity and not us. 
God has a plan and he will see it through to com-
pletion. He will preserve his people because they 
are for his Son. From before the foundation of the 
world (Ephesians 1:4) God had determined a people 
for himself. If you are a Christian then you belong to 
that company and you are commissioned to go out 
and call in the others. It then is your duty to: pray, 
prepare, persevere, and heed the promises given, 
and all in the light of God’s preserving a people for 
his name’s sake.      

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES
Stephen Holland on ‘The Backslidden State of the Church’
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New books available from our bookshop
E-mail: bookshop@protestant-truth.org

(Advertised prices exclude postage and packing)

Evangelical Holiness            Gospel Assurance &
Iain H Murray                        Warnings
Banner of Truth                    Paul Washer                        
paperback, 185pp                RHB, paperback              
£6.00                                      288pp £13.99                 

Pleading for a                       Building a Godly 
Reformation Vision              Home Vol.3
Banner of Truth                    Raising Children
David B Calhoun                   William Gouge
hardback, 336pp                  RHB
£15.50                                   hardback, 200pp
                                                £11.99

The Christian’s Great          Spiritual Warfare
Enemy                                   A Biblical &      
John Brown                          Balanced Perspective
Banner of Truth                   Brian Borgman   &                                            
paperback, 104pp               Rob Ventura
£5.50                                     RHB, p/b, 128pp              
                                                £8.99     
                                              

            Power in the Pulpit           Thy Word is still
            Henry C Fish                      Truth
            Banner of Truth                 Peter Lilback &                                
            booklet, 32pp                    Richard Gaffin
            £1.50                                   P & R
                                                         h/b, 1440pp     
                                                         £44.99
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Protestant Truth Society
Christian Bookshop

184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

Telephone: 0207 405 4960
E-mail: bookshop@protestant-truth.org

Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm

In our bookshop you will find a good selection of:
Bibles, Commentaries, Concordances, Dictionaries,

Evangelical & Reformed Books, Children’s Books, Devotional Works,
Periodicals, DVDs, CDs, Greetings Cards, Text-Picture Frames,

Posters, Stationery etc.

How to find us
Bus: 341, 172, 76, 26, 23, 15, 11 and 4

(all stop within a few yards of the shop)
Tube: Chancery Lane (Central) and Temple (Circle & District)

(both eight minutes walk)

 NEW PTS PUBLICATION ON KNOX
 The Man who 

changed a Nation
The Life and Influence of 

John Knox 1514-1572

28pp Booklet commemorating 
the 500th Anniversary of the 

birth of Knox

only £2.95 including postage

Discount for bulk orders
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