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Strong Lessons
‘Triggers’—a new threat to the preaching of the gospel

In a fascinating and alarming essay in a na-
tional newspaper, Professor Frank Furedi, (au-
thor of Power of Reading: From Socrates to Twit-

ter, published by Bloomsbury) sets out a rising 
threat to academic freedom in British and Amer-
ican universities—a threat which I believe has 
strong implications for the preaching of gospel.

Professor Furedi draws attention to two par-
ticular areas of academic life where freedom of 
expression is being seriously challenged. First, 
there is the banning of speakers whose views 
are considered controversial. These are not nec-
essarily directly related to the speaker’s present 
subject, but can relate to something they said 
or wrote many years ago. For example, the well-
known academic and feminist Germaine Greer 
withdrew from giving a lecture at Cardiff Univer-
sity before she could be banned. Her offence was 
that she once expressed the opinion that a man 
trying to act like a woman, even one who has 
become a woman by surgical means, would not 
act, sound or behave like a woman. For this and 
similar opinions the Cardiff students branded her 
‘transphobic’, and lobbied for her to be excluded. 
On this specific point, we as Christians must be 
very sympathetic towards Professor Greer, who 
surely expresses the biological and psychological 
facts of the case. But in any case, surely a univer-
sity is meant to be a place where a great variety 
of opinions can be vigorously debated, not a place 
where speakers who fail to endorse the liberal 

consensus are banned, and further discussion 
is suppressed. We live in a very strange world, 
where feminists campaign to ban Germaine 
Greer; and she is not the only one who has suf-
fered from this kind of bullying from the ‘trans’ 
community.

A ludicrous and even more alarming case is 
that of the Iranian human rights campaigner 
Maryam Namazie, a refugee from Islamic Iran 
who opposes the spread of Sharia law. The stu-
dents’ union at Warwick University—where, in-
cidentally, Greer is professor emeritus and taught 
from 1968—banned Namazie from speaking on 
the campus because her opposition to Islamic 
theocracy might undermine ‘the right of Muslim 
students not to feel intimidated or discriminated 
against on the university campus.’ The univer-
sity authorities supinely did nothing about this 
absurd and unjust decision. The students’ union 
only backed down after a public outcry.

This initial response, in the case of Greer and 
Namazie (and there have been others) to shut 
down any discussion that might prove contro-
versial, is very worrying. This is linked to the 
second area of academic life where freedom of 
expression is under challenge: the use of ‘trigger 
warnings’ to alert students to material that might 
unsettle or traumatize them. Books that might 
require a trigger warning include such classics as 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Virginia Woolf’s Mrs Dallo-
way, and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.
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Have you learn’d lessons only of those who admired you, and were tender with you, and
stood aside for you?
Have you not learn’d great lessons from those who reject you, and brace themselves 
against you? or who treat you with contempt, or dispute the passage with you?

—Walt Whitman, ‘Stronger Lessons’

by the Editor
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We met on the steps of St 
Paul’s Cathedral, and 
made our way to the 

gardens on the north side 
where there is a statue of 
John Wesley, clasping a Bi-
ble. On the plinth below is 
written, ‘By Grace ye are 
saved through faith’ and 
below, ‘Father of Method-
ism, Priest, Poet, Teacher, 
of the Faith’ – John Wesley, 
1703–1791.

We then lingered at Paul’s 
Cross where Tyndale’s 1526 New Tes-
taments were burnt, noting that John Wes-
ley’s heritage followed the tradition of the Prot-
estant Reformation. Next, we made our way to 
the commemorative tablet outside St. Botolph’s 
in Aldersgate Street concerning the conversions 
of John and Charles Wesley in May 1738. Moving 
just round the corner into Little Britain is a plaque 
near the site of the house where Charles Wesley 
was converted. We walked via Smithfield, passing 
the plaque commemorating martyrs under Queen 

Mary’s reign, to Charterhouse School 
where John was educated. He went 

on to study at Christ Church, 
Oxford, where he formed the 

‘Holy Club’. 
We then made our way 

through the Barbican to 
the large plaque outside 
the Museum of London, 
commemorating the place 

of the conversion of John 
Wesley on May 24, 1738: ‘a 

reading of Luther’s Preface to 
the Epistle to the Romans. About a 

quarter to nine while he was describing 
the change which God works in the heart thro’ 

faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I 
felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for Salvation 
and an assurance was given me.’ 

Moving on we went next to the Nonconformist 
burial grounds of Bunhill Fields, the burial place 
of John Bunyan. Then we arrived in the grounds 
of Wesley’s Chapel and House, just off the City 
Road. We went into the Crypt, now the Museum 

servants of Christ have persisted with the proc-
lamation of the message of salvation, in the face 
of indifference, opposition, or even persecution. 
We must do the same, ‘in season, out of season’ (2 
Timothy 4:2), and leave the results of our labours 
in the hands of our sovereign God.

In the tiny poem at the head of this editorial, 
Walt Whitman (who was no Christian) points out 
that our best teachers have not been those who 
indulged us or tickled our fancy, but those who 
have opposed us and made life difficult for us; 

they, perhaps inadvertently, have given us strong 

lessons in the realities of life. The strongest and 

most vital lesson of all is the one that casts sin-

ful men and women down in despair before a 

holy God, before raising them to his throne by 

the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. In a generation 

that refuses to face the realities of life as it is, our 

task is still to preach the glorious gospel of Christ, 

the bad news as well as the good, and to do so in 

love. ■

What is amazing is that this demand for cen-
sorship comes not from the authorities but from 
the students themselves. Those of us who were 
university students in the sixties and seventies 
would have rejected with well-deserved scorn the 
suggestion that any book was beyond the pale, or 
any subject off-limits. Censorship was something 
the authorities tried to impose, not something we 
demanded; but today’s students have voluntari-
ly put themselves in the same bracket as Mary 
Whitehouse, who was (rightly or wrongly) seen 
as a threat to freedom of expression in the sixties 
and seventies.

The result, Professor Furedi argues cogently, 
is that we are raising a generation of young peo-
ple who are unfit to face the rigours of the adult 
world. If law students cannot face abstract dis-
cussions of the law on rape, how will they cope in 
practice with an actual victim of that ugly crime? 
Students cannot and should not be protected 
from the harsh realities of the world into which 
they will be precipitated after they graduate. But 
this is a generation that has been brought up to 
believe they are little princes and princesses, to 
be indulged with whatever they want, and shield-
ed from whatever might upset them. (I heard 
some time ago of supposedly Christian parents 
who wanted to shield their child from anything 
unpleasant—including the story of Daniel in 
the lions’ den—but who were not able to do any-
thing about the far greater unpleasantness of the 
parents’ divorce.) Now, like Peter Pan, they want 
never to grow up. They expect their universities 
to provide safe spaces to retreat to when they are 
faced with anything they consider offensive. In-
deed, one leading American institution, Brown 
University, has a special room for students who 
feel they have been ‘triggered’—complete with 
cookies, Play-Doh and videos of puppies. ‘This is’ 
writes Professor Furedi, ‘no way to equip young 
people for the adult world.’

Why should this concern us? Is this not a 
storm in an academic tea cup, which we can leave 
in the academies? I do not think it is. First, it is a 
matter for prayer. If this the way our future lead-
ers are being brought up and educated, we are in 
big trouble; and the command to pray ‘for kings, 
and for all that are in authority’ (1 Timothy 2:2) 
was never more urgently needed.

Second, it has the potential to be a major ob-
struction to the preaching of the gospel. The mes-
sage of salvation starts with bad news. Paul pulls 
no punches in conveying the bad news (Romans 
1:17–3:31) before he comes to the good news of 
justification by faith. We, if we are to be faithful 
to the biblical revelation, must do the same. The 
question is how we can tell the bad news to a gen-
eration that has been brought up to hide from 
anything that ‘triggers’ a distressing response.

First, we must not compromise the message 
by watering it down. We all like to be liked. The 
temptation to leave out the parts of the gospel 
message that might offend is always present. We 
can tell men and women that the Christian life is 
the best life anyone can lead, that Jesus will be 
their friend and the Holy Spirit their guide; all this 
true, but it is not the gospel. Unless we tell them 
that they are hell-deserving sinners, and that God 
has provided a way for sinners to be reconciled to 
him, we are leaving out the main part of the story. 
We will achieve nothing unless we proclaim ‘all 
the counsel of God’ (Acts 20:27).

Second, we must not compromise the message 
by presenting it in an inappropriate manner. The 
apostle Paul tells us that we should speak ‘the 
truth in love’ (Ephesians 4:15). We must avoid giv-
ing any impression of arrogance or self-righteous-
ness. We must pass on the bad news as well as the 
good ‘in love’, showing men and women that we 
proclaim the gospel to them not out of any sense 
of superiority over them, but because we love 
them. We do not do it to win the argument, but to 
win them. If they are offended, if they retreat to 
their safe spaces, let it be on account of what we 
have said, and not the way we said it.

Third, we must not be surprised when the 
message gives offence. However careful we are 
to present a full-bodied gospel in Christian love 
towards lost souls, if they do not receive our mes-
sage, they will be offended at it. Paul sees ‘the 
offence of the cross’ as an essential aspect of the 
Christian message (Galatians 5:11). We should not 
be surprised, but should rejoice that the message 
is going home, even to the minds of those who, for 
the present at least, will not believe it.

Finally, we must continue preaching the mes-
sage even when it does give offence. From the first 
days of the Christian church until now, faithful 

Wesley's London
The PTS Walk, 10 October 2015

by Graham Worden

continued on p20
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PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London
1.10–1.45 pm

Subject: ‘Keeping the Heart: how to main-
tain your love for God’ with John Flavel

Speaker: Kenneth Brownell

Tea and coffee provided

First Thursdays 1–2 pm

PTS Head Office

Teaching ethics
A recent report from the Church of England, The 
Fruits of the Spirit, states that children should be 
taught ethics as well as academic subjects. We note 
the biblically illiterate title (Galatians 5:22 speaks 
of ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ in the singular); we note 
once again the question of how teachers can pos-
sibly find time to teach all the additional subjects 
that well-meaning people would impose on them. 
But the report seems to have a very skewed view 
of ethics. It is all very well teaching them about 
the value of Fairtrade products, but surely justice, 
like charity, begins at home. Is there not a danger 
that ethics becomes an abstract concept, some-
thing we do to help people miles away, rather 
than our daily practice? God’s dealings with his 
people are characterized by justice tempered with 
mercy: let the children learn first to practise that 
in their dealings with one another.

To be fair, the report also speaks of using the 
traditional academic subjects as ‘vehicles for 
developing and reflecting on character traits 
inspired by the virtues of faith, hope and love.’ 
Despite the biblical ‘faith, hope and love’, it is dif-
ficult to discern any specifically Christian ethic 
in that programme. Here’s a suggestion. Tell the 
children about God’s perfect standards of justice 
and righteousness; tell them that everyone falls 
short. Then tell them what God has done to rem-
edy this dire situation, by sending his Son Jesus 
Christ not only to forgive our shortcomings, but 
also to make us new people, enabled by his Spirit 
to live lives of goodness, and righteousness, and 
justice. 

News from Rome
Reports from Rome suggest that the Roman 
Catholic Church is about to relax its rule ban-
ning non-Catholics from taking communion. In 

fact, what is being proposed is a tiny concession, 

extended only to the spouses of Catholics who 

cannot easily attend their own churches and 

who agree with Catholic teaching on communion 

(presumably a reference to transubstantiation). 

Who are these people who agree with the Catho-

lic Church, but do not actually belong to it? There 

can be very few of them. If this has been accu-

rately reported, it is a case of the Catholic Church 

trying to appear liberal, but in fact conceding 

nothing.

The Vatican was on stronger ground last No-

vember when the Chief Exorcist (apparently 

there is such a person), Gabriele Amorth, con-

demned the modern celebration of Halloween as 

‘singing hosannas to the devil… Europe is pulling 

away from God and Jesus and worshipping Satan.’ 

He went on to speak of the spiritual and psycho-

logical effects of this.

The irony is that Halloween was originally a 

Catholic feast. The feast of All Saints was insti-

tuted by Pope Gregory III (690–741, pope from 

731), who settled the date at November 1 and 

suppressed alternative celebrations. It is gen-

erally held that November 1 was also the Celtic 

feast of Samhain, when the boundaries between 

this world and the otherworld were thought to be 

most porous. The modern Halloween (literally ‘All 

Hallows’ Eve’) seems to be an unholy mixture of 

Celtic and Catholic traditions.

A further irony is that in Britain at least we 

have a perfectly good reason to celebrate at the 

beginning of November, remembering the fail-

ure of the Roman Catholic Gunpowder Plot in 

1605; but ‘trick or treat’ seems to have completely 

eclipsed ‘penny for the guy’. Where are the church 

leaders who will remind us of this aspect of our 

heritage?

Sunday trading
The Government’s attempt to devolve Sunday 
trading rules to local authorities seems to be in 
trouble. Plans to put the scheme to a vote late last 
year were shelved after Scottish National Party 
MPs indicated that they would vote against it. 
There is more than a whiff of hypocrisy about this, 
since the proposed changes would actually bring 
the law in England and Wales into line with that 
in Scotland. While we are grateful that the matter 
has now been paused, and will have to reconsid-
ered, it is also clear that if the SNP continues to 
behave in this way, interfering in matters that do 
not affect Scotland, a constitutional crisis cannot 
be far away. Much prayer is needed, over this spe-
cific issue, and over the broader ramifications.

Church of England finances
The Church of England is divided into many sep-
arate charities, so that a consolidated financial 
statement is not possible. However, a recently 
published summary of the finances of the Church 
of England shows that in 2013 the Church had an 
annual income of £1.4 billion, made up of offer-
ings, fees, rents, sales and investment income. 
Offerings account for nearly half of the total, and 
average £676 per worshipper per year, suggesting 
that members of the Church of England take seri-
ously the biblical injunction that ‘It is more bless-
ed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). 

However, the Church of England now has few-
er than 800,000 regular worshippers, with one 
in four parishes having regular congregations 
of fewer than ten. The Church Buildings review 
group, chaired by the Bishop of Worcester, the 
Rt Rev. Dr John Inge, is recommending a radical 
change of use. The pattern of regular Sunday wor-
ship would be abandoned. Instead, some buildings 
would become ‘festival churches’, open only at the 
major religious holidays. While this might be a 
sustainable model of church life, it raises serious 
questions. Can a church that does not meet on the 
Lord’s Day be considered a church at all? How will 
the minister who has one church most of the year 
cope at Christmas, when he suddenly has several? 
And in any case, closing the churches on Sundays 
will do nothing to ease the burden of maintaining, 
protecting, and insuring the many historic build-
ings belonging to the Church of England.

Is this what we are coming to—a land in which 
the shops are open and the churches closed on 
the Lord’s Day? Certainly only a great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit can pull us back from the brink 
now. But what an incentive to prayer, preaching 
the gospel—and observing the Lord’s Day!

Human trafficking
The migrant and refugee crisis rumbles on. One 
of the least savoury aspects of the crisis is the 
growth in human trafficking. Men and women 
are tricked into travelling to Western Europe, 
only to find themselves in conditions of virtual 
slavery when they arrive. Christians have a long 
and honourable record of opposition to slavery, 
and it was good to see a sympathetic account in 
one national newspaper of the work of a Chris-
tian charity, Hope for Justice, whose West Mid-
lands branch alone has rescued 82 people so far 
this year. Typically people are brought from East-
ern Europe, and then put to work for a pittance. 
With no English, the workers are helpless in the 
hands of their taskmasters. Hope for Justice aims 
to rescue them from slavery, put them in touch 
with the police, and find them somewhere safe to 
stay. Given the scale of immigration, it must be a 
vast, indeed an endless task; but it has the Lord’s 
own direct approval: ‘I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in’ (Matthew 25:35). ■

In the News

Fleet Street Events

Monthly Prayer Meetings

Bitesize School of Theology
Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks
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The Winner who became a Sinner

Wicked Kings
Here are questions about five kings 
who, like Gideon, worshipped idols.5 

Four of these kings were bad men doing bad things; but 
one was, like Gideon, a good man doing a foolish thing. 
Which one? _______________

In 1 Kings 11, who was the king who worshipped the 
gods of his wives? ______________________________

What were the names of the false gods he worshipped?
__________, __________, __________ and __________

In 1 Kings 12, who was the king who made two golden 
calves to worship? ____________________

What were the names of the cities where he put the 
calves? __________________ and _________________

In 1 Kings 16, who was the king who married a foreign 
queen and worshipped her god? __________________

What was the name of the god? ___________________

In Daniel 3, who was the king who set up a golden 
image, and told everyone to worship it? ____________

What were the names of the three men who refused to 
do so? __________, __________ and ____________

In Acts 12, who was the king who thought he was a 
god? ____________________

What happened to him? _______________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

We learned last time how Gideon defeated 
the enemies of Israel, the Midianites. The peo-
ple of Israel were so pleased that they want-
ed to make Gideon their king. But Gideon re-
fused to be king, and he was quite right. The 
only king that Israel had was God himself; so 
the leaders of Israel, like Gideon, were known 
as ‘judges’. God is still the king of his people. 
The church you attend may have a minister or 
pastor or elder; but he is not the head of the 
church. The head of the church, and of each 
church, is Jesus Christ himself. He is our only 
king.

However, Gideon, who had started so well, 
and had achieved such a great victory, now 
made a terrible mistake. He asked the people 
to give him the golden jewellery they had tak-
en from their enemies. Gideon took the gold 
and melted it down, and used to make an 
‘ephod’.

We don’t know what the ‘ephod’ was. Usu-
ally when you read the word ‘ephod’ in your 
Bibles, it refers to an article of clothing worn 
by priests or kings; but here it is something 
that Gideon made out of solid gold, which 
he put in his home town of Ophrah. Perhaps 
it was some kind of memorial, to remind the 
people of Gideon’s victory. But the people 
did not use it that way: they worshipped it 
like a god. The Bible’s word for what they did 
is idolatry, and anything that people wor-
ship as a god is called an idol. Even Gideon 
and his family worshipped the idol. Probably 
they told themselves they were just using it 
to remember his victory, and give thanks, but 

they should have known better. When God 
gave his law through Moses, he made it clear 
that people were not to use things to wor-
ship him. He said, ‘Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them’ (Exodus 20:4, 5).

This rule also applies to us. A picture of a Bible 
story may help us to understand it; but that is 
all the use we are to make of pictures. We do 
not need pictures or images in order to wor-
ship God. All we need to do is to come to him 
with our praises and prayers and ask him to 
receive us because of what Jesus Christ has 
done for sinful people like us. This is what we 
mean when we pray ‘in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ’.

You can read about Gideon’s great sin in Judges 
8:22–27: ‘went thither a whoring after it’ means 
that they went there to worship it, even though 
God had forbidden it. ■
 
Memory Verse:  
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im-
age, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them.   

Exodus 20:4, 5

BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

THE
BIBLE
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We invite your attention at once to the 
three leading suggestions of the text. 
Let us notice: I. The Servant; II. The sac-

rifice; and III. The sequel.

In styling our Lord and Master ‘the Servant’ 
we employ the language of Scripture, ‘Behold my 
servant, whom I uphold, mine elect, in whom my 
soul delighteth’, and it is one among the many 
matters which excite our admiration in the con-
templation of the Redeemer’s character, that al-
though Lord of all, he was so willing to assume 
‘the form of a servant’, he seems so far from any 
reluctancy, to be eager for his great expedition: 
‘Then said I, Lo, I come: I delight to do thy will, O 
My God; yea, thy law is within my heart.’

Whatever our Lord undertook, he did perfect-
ly. Consider him in any one of his relations, and 
the comparative is inadmissible. Is he a Husband, 
he is a perfect one; a Head, a Brother, a Friend, 
a Physician, a Saviour, a Shepherd—in all cases 
he is a perfect representation of all that the word 
conveys. So was he a perfect Servant, ‘He became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.’ 
Of his obedience there could in the nature of 
things be no adequate type. The slaughter of an-
imals might in a certain way set forth his death, 
but of his holy life of compliance with the law’s 
demands, there was no model. Perhaps, in some 
measure, that particular offering in which the an-
imal was burnt entire, even to his skin, best illus-
trated the complete and entire devotion of Christ, 
in his life and in his death, to the will of God, to 
the glory of the divine attributes, and to the vin-
dication of law and justice.

The particular form of service to which our 
text invites attention is that of PRIESTHOOD, and 
in this as in other features of his work he stands 
alone.

He was the only priest who ever really ap-
proached to God. We pass by those unprincipled 
impostors who appropriate the title of priests in 
so called Christian churches. We say impostors, 
because the very essence of priesthood is to have 
‘somewhat to offer’; whereas these individuals 
have nothing whatever to offer; and a priest with-
out anything to offer is like a vendor with nothing 
to sell, or a donor with nothing to give, or speaker 
with nothing to say. Yet there were duly autho-
rized persons under the typical dispensation 
who under Divine direction executed the office of 
priesthood. And these persons in a typical sense 
approached the Divine presence. There was in the 
holy of holies a visible representation of Jeho-
vah’s presence: not an image, be it remembered, 
but still a visible symbol of the Divine dwelling in 
the midst of the people. Once every year, the High 
Priest entered this sacred chamber with incense 
and with blood, and offered an atonement for the 
people.

But ‘this man’ appears not before a repre-
sentation of the Divine presence, but before the 
burning throne itself; and we repeat that he was 
the only man that ever dare do so. For he is a man 
‘in all points like as we are’, with that blessed ex-
ception, ‘yet without sin’. And the bare fact that 
he has gone with his offering to heaven itself, 
opened its gates by the force of his just claims, 
and stands unmoved before the throne in the con-
fidence of his own merits, proves that although a 
true man he must be a great deal more. ‘Who is 
this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? 
saith the Lord.’ Who indeed? None the less than 
the man God’s fellow, the Son of Man whom he 
made strong for himself, at once the Son of God 
and God’s equal, who in this capacity approached 
in the council-chamber of eternity and gave his 
bond and security on behalf of the elect church, 

‘History seems to show that we learn 
nothing from the past’, asserted the 
Rev. Gordon Murray, before declaring 

that this is the very reason why we need to learn 
from the past. So began the first part of the PTS 
Day Conference, on a very wet and blustery Sat-
urday in November. Mr Murray went on to show 
that Scripture teaches us the truth of this asser-
tion, because it is the record of the ebb and flow 
of true religion, and of the mixing of the bad with 
the good. What followed was mostly a personal 
testimony to the way in which this mixing has 
been evident in the past fifty or so years. Speak-
ing as a former Anglican, a former Principal of a 
Bible College, a former Chairman of the Protes-
tant Truth Society, and a former Baptist pastor, 
Mr Murray reminded those present of the way in 
which the evangelical presence in this country 
has so often fallen short. It was a sobering and 
thought-provoking paper, while, being rooted in 
confidence in God and his Word, pointed to the 
only hope, obedience to Christ, and a heartfelt de-
sire for revival.

Following a more than adequate lunch, Dr 
Garry Williams of the John Owen Centre gave a 
paper on John Owen: Theologian and Evangelist. 
For many, this was more information than they 
had ever had on the life and ministry of the great 
Puritan academic. He was seen as a defender of 
theological education, who argued for its con-
tinuance when some during the Commonwealth 

wished to disband the Universities as being un-
necessary in the education of pastors. He was 
seen as one who, while supportive of Cromwell’s 
military actions in Ireland, pleaded with the Gov-
ernment to follow up discipline with the preach-
ing of the gospel in that land. He had the same 
concern for the whole of England. The final part 
of Dr Williams’ paper dealt with Owen’s hope that 
there would be a steady improvement as the gos-
pel spread, leading to the conversion of the Jews 
and the return of Christ. The restoration of the 
monarchy, and the terrible reign of James II in 
particular, may have seemed a slap in the face, 
but Owen interpreted these events as evidence 
that the nation had been unfaithful in its respon-
sibilities. Those responsibilities were placed on us 
because of the Reformation. How many today, one 
wonders, give due weight to the privilege afford-
ed us by that act of God, whereby false religion 
was overthrown, the Scriptures were made avail-
able, and true religion was able to flourish here?

Attendance was good, with more than eighty 
coming. Many were friends, and a good number 
were new to the Society, and, in some cases, to 
reformed teaching. A book table was provided 
by George and Sarah Rae, and a number of sales 
were made. It is hoped that there will be anoth-
er Day Conference in 2016, perhaps at the end of 
October.

The talks were recorded; please see the adver-
tisement on the outside back cover for details. ■

Once and for everGaining Wisdom from the Past
by George W. Shepherd

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God. Hebrews 10:12

by Edward Malcolm
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which bond was as unreservedly accepted as in 
the fullness of time it was honourably discharged. 
No other priest ever thus drew near to God. They 
first offered for themselves; they lifted the veil 
with trembling, they entered with trepidation, 
they felt considerable relief when they came safe-
ly out; but this man drew near to God on equal 
terms, first in his early undertaking and secondly 
when he offered for examination and approval 
the work which his Father had given him to do, 
and was able to say without presumption, ‘Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world.’

Christ was the only Priest who ever had a 
personal interest in those whom he represent-
ed. It is a painful reflection that so many of the 
Levitical priesthood were unworthy men. They 
more frequently resembled Hophni and Phineas 
than Samuel, and even when they were gracious 
and godly persons, they went through their pre-
scribed duties in a routine way: the wor-
shipper came and went; the officiating 
priest took his offering and present-
ed it, after reserving his own per-
quisite, but with the feelings of 
the offerer, the anxieties of his 
mind, the conflicts of his soul, 
the burden upon his conscience, 
he could have but little if any 
sympathy, and perhaps scarcely 
thought of him again after his de-
parture. To have listened to even a 
tithe of the tales of woe that many could 
have told, to have heard the melancholy confes-
sions of their guilt, to have entered into each case 
and circumstance, would simply have driven mad 
the greatest priest that ever sprang from Aaron, 
however well-disposed he might have been.

But this man is intimately and personally con-
cerned with every one of that vast family whose 
Head he is, and whose sins he bore. He is touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, not merely, let 
us observe, with the spectacle of our infirmities, 
or the recital of our wants and woes, but with the 
feeling of them. To him they are matters of per-
sonal concern, he realizes them, and with exqui-

site tenderness he invites the weary and heavy 
laden to cast all their care upon him, for he careth 
for them. Aaron’s sons wore upon their breast-
plate the names of all Israel collectively, but Christ 
knows them all individually, and whether in his 
constant supplications on the mountain-top, or in 
his agony in the garden, or his overwhelming sor-
rows on the cross, he carried every one of them in 
his heart, so that every believer may say as truth-
fully as the Apostle, ‘I am crucified with Christ’. 
Moreover, he is ‘able to succour’ as well as sympa-
thize, which the most feeling of the Jewish priests 
could not do, for he is the same in this respect on 
the throne as he was on the cross; and with heav-
en and earth placed beneath his power, he awaits 
the cry of the humble.

He was the only Priest who ever thoroughly 
understood his business, whether in relation 
to God or man. We are far from saying that godly 
men of old did not sufficiently for their own salva-
tion understand and believe in the truths taught 
by the Passover, the scapegoat and kindred ser-

vices. But it is certain that the most studious 
and diligent of high priests could not 

know the number of sinners, nor 
the full extent of sin, nor measure 

the claims of the law of God, nor 
estimate what was due to his 
character and government. Who 
can understand his own errors, 
or fathom the depths of his own 

heart, or know with exactness his 
own sin and indebtedness? And if 

that is so, who can understand the 
position of others, however intimately 

he may be acquainted with them? And yet again, 
how can we know the claims of law against mil-
lions of whom we are quite without any informa-
tion?

But Christ perfectly understands the claims 
of God and the necessities of his people. As a Di-
vine person it is of first importance to him that 
the Divine honour shall be vindicated, and that 
nothing shall be done in salvation that shall be 
detrimental to the glory of his first, highest, es-
sential nature. His own honour as God and that 
of the Father is identical. Not to respect the just 
claims of the Divine nature would therefore be 

But 
this man is 

intimately and 
personally concerned 
with every one of that 

vast family whose 
Head he is, and 
whose sins he 

bore.

Our 125th Anniversary year was highlight-

ed by the excellent thanksgiving service 

at Kensit Memorial Church. Those who 

took part and who attended did the Anniversa-

ry proud, and we were indeed blessed and chal-

lenged in equal quantity by the excellent sermon 

from our President, the Rt Rev. Dr David Samuel. 

A recording of this was taken and transcribed 

into a written text—which was made available 

through the magazine.

Although this is indeed an auspicious age 

for the Society to have attained, during the year 

2014-2015 the Council were very conscious of the 

size of the financial deficit that we are currently 

running, and the fact that this cannot, clearly, be 

sustained for long. It would be easy, maybe accu-

rate, to join in the voices of the world which blame 

the world financial crash for this state of affairs, 

but it cannot be an excuse for inaction. Our minds 

have therefore been focused on the nature of the 

ministry which we currently offer, and we are ac-

tively considering what changes may need to be 

made for the future.

During the year we continued in many of the 

previous areas—and were joined in our work by 

the Rev. Philip Tait as the new Director of Minis-

try (as reported in our Protestant Truth magazine). 

We are glad to have him on board and trust that 

we will make the most of the different set of skills 

and talents that he brings to the task at hand. His 

geographical location means that once again we 

have a Preacher in the North-east of England. 

With our other Wickliffe Preachers, Stephen Hol-

land in the North-West and Gearóid Marley in 

the East Midlands, we can with reasonable ease 

respond to requests for preaching and speaking 

engagements across the northern two-thirds of 

England. Although Gearóid and Stephen have 

continued to get out and about to many engage-

ments, and organize effectively our annual Mar-

tyrs’ Memorial event and the Cambridge Lecture, 

requests to speak to congregations do seem to be 

gradually dropping off—this seems to reflect the 

sad way in which both the true Church and soci-

ety in general within the UK is going.

The Protestant Truth magazine continued 

across the year, with thanks to those on the Coun-

cil who enabled this to happen during the Direc-

tor of Ministry interregnum, especially to the Rt 

Rev. Edward Malcolm. Not only did it continue 

without missing an issue but the opportunity 

was taken to re-format and refresh its appear-

ance. With new printing arrangements added to 

that, we hope it should now be easier for the DoM 

to be able to produce it, therefore being able to 

spend less time on production values and more 

on the content (and on his other work). The web-

site presence was smartened up and refreshed, as 

well as being filled out with further content—for 

which we are grateful to Mr Kevin McGrane, who 

has taken it to new heights.

PTS’ new and improved range of publica-

tions took further steps forward. The addition of 

Dr Garry Williams to our stable of authors was a 

Year end Review 
of the Ministries of the 

Protestant Truth Society

The Rt Rev Dominic Stockford
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particular pleasure, and the booklet he wrote for 

us Why Protestant truth still matters has been 

warmly received. Our reprint of Bishop J.C. Ryle’s 

‘What do we owe to the Reformation?’ is a further 

excellent addition to this series. Having said that, 

the booklet on John Knox ‘The man who changed 

a nation’ has so far proved the most popular of 

the series in Teddington. All are excellent, and we 

seek to increase their number over the coming 

year. We have also been engaged in producing a 

further Time Traveller’s Club work-book—on Mar-

tin Luther. This will be available before the Luther 

Anniversary of next year and is an excellent way 

to bring Christian history and doctrine to life for 

young people.

During the year we have engaged in the major 

issues and events in which Society as a whole has 

been concerned. And we have sought not only to 

shed gospel light on such issues but also to con-

tinue to keep issues of supreme significance in 

the limelight. We have, therefore, continued our 

support for the Keep Marriage Special campaign 

work, as well as sought to engage minds in the 

matter of the United Kingdom, and how that 

Union has been a force for good as well as having 

Christian implications in the governance of our 

country.

Other matters have exercised us as a Society. 

The ill health of some of those on our Council has 

been a concern—but we give thanks to the Lord 

that William Smith, Ken Lloyd, and Kevin Mc-

Grane all seem to have come through very diffi-

cult health issues, and are once again able to help 

us in overseeing the work we do. We also remem-

ber Gearóid, and his wife, in this—again thanking 

the Lord for blessings given, despite sufferings.

As we do that we thank God for the continued 

good health of George and Sarah Rae. Without the 

work they do in the shop and the administration 

of the Society we would simply grind to a halt, at 

least as far as we operate at the moment. Both the 

oversight and the organization of the administra-

tive matters required of us by law, as well as the 

simple opening and welcoming of visitors to our 

shop, are at the heart of the whole PTS operation. 

We are grateful to the Lord for their health, and 

for them. And we should also remember those 

who help with cleaning and stock management, 

as well as running such enterprises as the Bite 

Size School of Theology (the Rev. Ken Brownell). 

The continuance of the regular monthly 

Prayer Letter, sent out and emailed to those who 

have expressed a desire to have it, has been very 

valuable. We would encourage those who do not 

receive it to ask for it to be emailed to them.

There is one point to make note of, as we con-

sider the year gone, and that is the way in which 

the wider Christian community is changing. Few-

er and fewer individuals and congregations are 

prepared to put their heads above the parapet 

and either be called Protestant, or invite some-

one who only calls themselves Protestant. What 

is more, there are some who are less welcoming 

than one would have thought—despite their own 

professed Protestant nature. On occasion, as a 

Society we find ourselves betwixt and between 

groups heading in different directions. That is 

an indication that Reformed Protestants are not 

pulling together, and at times are more concerned 

with motes and beams than with spreading the 

gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, and him alone. 

It isn’t the task of the PTS to pull these groups to-

gether, and yet perceptions held, and camps set 

up, over such differences end up affecting our 

work detrimentally.

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but min-

isters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 

gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos 

watered; but God gave the increase. So then 

neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 

he that watereth; but God that giveth the in-

crease. Now he that planteth and he that 

watereth are one: and every man shall receive 

his own reward according to his own labour. 

For we are labourers together with God: ye are 

God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building (1 Cor-

inthians 3:5–9).

The true Christian Church in this country is 

decreasing in numbers and our efforts are seem-

ingly having little effect on the downward spiral 

of immoral laws and hedonistic behaviour with 

which this nation is beset. Sadly the few Chris-

tians still active all too often take sides against 

one another. As a result, openings for our Wick-

liffe Preachers are not found where they should 

be welcomed. As we look to the future of Protes-

tant gospel work in this country the lack of visi-

ble unity in what should be a body of believers 

in one accord is something that should give us 

pause for thought, and brought before the Lord 

in prayer.

Financial report for the year ended 31 March 

2015 [here follows a summary]: the total of incom-

ing resources was £176,789 compared with the 

previous year’s figure of £211,790. The reduction 

occurred both in legacies and donations and gifts 

down from £58,154 (2014) to the current year’s to-

tal of £35,227. Net expenditure, the difference be-

tween outgoing and incoming resources, for the 

year before investment revaluations and gains 

and losses on disposals was £113,094, slightly 

higher than the prior year’s deficit of £109,673.

Resources to date have enabled the Society to 

continue a broad range of ministry with a Direc-

tor of Ministry, Wickliffe Preachers, Time Travel-

lers Club Co-ordinator, Magazine, Publications and 

Website as well as the Bookshop and ancillary ac-

tivities in the City of London. The Society depends 

on the provision of God for each aspect of its min-

istry which aims to give him all the glory.

The reserves which the Society has are mon-

itored from year to year and action to reduce the 

depletion incurred by the substantial ongoing 

deficits is under review. Certainly the recent de-

cline in financial support by way of donations 

and legacies is a cause for concern. Initiatives are 

underway to enable supporters to consider gifts 

by way of bequests for the Lord’s work. It is be-

cause many supporters have left legacies to the 

Protestant Truth Society in the past that a longer 

term horizon has been possible in the activities 

which are undertaken. 

We are required to give an account of our 

stewardship. May it please God to grant all who 

labour wisdom and understanding for the years 

ahead. ■

My Donation

My Donation

Please receive the enclosed gift of £                , as detailed over.

Full name

Address

Post code Date / / 2016
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to inflict irreparable injury upon himself. Again, 
as a complex person and so Head of his church, 
to lose even one member would be to inflict ir-
reparable injury upon himself also. Now in all 
his proceedings, Christ had both interests to bear 
constantly in mind, and never for one moment 
did he lose sight of either; never for one moment 
did he falter in the pursuit of either. His infinite 
mind grasped the whole subject, the name and 
number of his elect, the nature and effect of sin, 
the total obedience and suffering due to the law, 
the reparation due to God as Legislator, all this he 
had before him from first to last, in all the vari-
ous bearings of the matter. He knew what he was 
doing, and for whom he was doing it, and why 
he was doing it; every act and every word of his 
had a motive and purpose. He never doubted his 
ultimate triumph. He came into the world deter-
mined to accomplish his undertaking; he set his 
face like a flint and knew that he should never 
be ashamed, although he had to give his back to 
the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair. And of course he did it. Failure with 
a Divine Person, even though he appears in hu-
man flesh, is a natural impossibility, since he who 
could fail could not be Divine. He is gone into 
heaven ‘having obtained eternal redemption for 
us’, and this brings us to another point.

He was the only priest who ever conferred 
any saving benefit on his clients. It was impos-
sible that the blood of bulls and goats should take 
away sin. No argument is needed to prove this, 
for it is self-evident. The solemn act of rebellion 
and defiance of the government of God on the 
part of a rational being could not in the nature of 
things be washed out in the blood of any number 
of birds or beasts which have no understanding. 
Clearly, therefore, the whole of the work of the Le-
vitical priesthood went no farther than symbol or 
figure. No conscience was ever cleansed, no soul 
ever purged, no sin ever cancelled, no debt ever 
paid, by all the blood that was ever shed in that 
dispensation. Those types and shadows served 
unto the pattern and example of heavenly things, 
but could go no farther. But ‘this man’ was able 
to present an offering which reached the sinner’s 
case, which could quench the flaming sword of 
justice, which could amply meet the vast debt, 

and pay to the uttermost farthing all that was ow-
ing, which could really and finally save the soul, 
and procure the pardon of sin and all the bless-
ings of salvation; for—

He was the only priest who ever offered 
himself, and sacrificed at his own cost and 
expense. The priests of Aaronic descent offered 
blood, but never their own. In fact they made a 
profit of their occupation. They not only served at 
the altar, but they lived of the altar. Every suppli-
ant in that dispensation paid his own expenses 
and the priests’ too; the offering was at his own 
cost, and the priest lived out of it. This is in strik-
ing contrast to the offering of Christ, because in 
coming to him it is an indispensable condition 
that we come empty-handed, naked, hungry, 
thirsty, poor, and needy. He provides all. He does 
all. He gives all. And his offering is ‘himself’. There 
is a volume of meaning in those words, ‘He loved 
me, and gave himself for me.’ His life resembled 
mine, which a bullock’s does not. And, better still, 
his life exceeds mine in value, so that in accepting 
him instead of me, justice receives more than she 
could possibly do, in my condemnation; in receiv-
ing his obedient conformity to her claims she re-
ceives far more honour that I could give her, even 
though I had never sinned at all; and while we 
should deeply grieve if a wrong use were made 
of our argument, or if any should say, ‘Let us 
continue in sin that grace may abound’, (whose 
damnation is just), yet we do not hesitate to af-
firm, that in the fact of the Divine Saviour giving 
himself to obey the law's precepts and exhaust its 
penalty, that God is more glorified in salvation 
that he could possibly have been in the personal 
and perpetual obedience of such as never needed 
salvation.

He is the only Priest who could ever retain 
his priesthood in perpetuity. At a given age the 
sons of Aaron assumed their office, and at a giv-
en age they retired from active service; and even 
when they survived their term they were not suf-
fered to continue by reason of death. Nor was this 
the only point of contrast, but more noticeable 
than their personal mortality is the fact that in 
due time the whole thing was abolished and done 
away with. But ‘this man’, because he continueth 
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Conference at Stockton-on-Tees

ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood; ‘where-

fore also he is able to save to the uttermost all 

that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 

to make intercession for them.’ The word ‘utter-

most’ in this quotation is capable of wide inter-

pretation. It may be considered in relation to the 

uttermost guilt, misery, weakness, poverty, and 

despair of those that come to God in the name of 

Jesus; but the sense most in harmony with the ar-

gument seems to be, that he is able to save down 

to the end of time, and to the very last one that 

shall use the publican’s prayer, and seek mercy 

through the blood of his cross. The Jewish High 

Priest entered within the veil, but he went alone, 

and did not stay long, a few minutes was all that 

he could bear of that insufferable brightness. But 

Christ in his wondrous death destroyed death, 

and him which had the power of it, and brought 

life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

He was indeed delivered for our offences, but he 

rose again for our justification, and so the Apostle 

writes, ‘Yea, rather that is risen, who is at the right 

hand of God, who ever liveth to make intercession 

for us.’ His entry into heaven is called a ‘new and 

living way.’ The Jewish priest indeed carried blood 

within the veil, but he left a decaying, putrefying 

carcass outside, the creature whose blood it was. 

It was dead and soon saw corruption: but Christ is 

living; he says, ‘I am he that liveth and was dead, 

and, behold, I am alive for evermore, and have the 

keys of hell and of death.’ By this new and living 

way, therefore, we have boldness of access; he not 

only enters himself, but he invites us to follow, in 

token of which the old veil of the temple was rent 

in twain from the top to the bottom, to teach us 

that we now may approach the mercy-seat with-

out the intervention of any earthly mediator, the 

great high Priest of our profession remaining in 

sole possession of the office, and being able to 

save until the last vessel of mercy has sought and 

found that peace which he has made by the blood 

of his cross. ■

To be concluded

This sermon was preached on 5 August 1883 at 

Mount Zion Chapel, Hill Street, London, where Shep-

herd was the pastor; it is taken from ‘The Tidings 

Bearer’, the church magazine, for September 1883.

More than thirty people, mainly from 
Teesside, but some from much farther, 
gathered at the Presbyterian Reformed 

Church, Stockton-on-Tees on October 24, 2015 for 

the church’s Autumn Conference. In the morn-

ing session, I gave a paper on The Importance of 

Protestantism Today, a first extract from which 

is printed in this issue of Protestant Truth. After 

lunch, Roger Fay (Ripon, and the editor of Evan-

gelical Times) spoke on The Importance of Open-Air 

Preaching Today, and Mick Wajdner (SASRA) con-

cluded proceedings with a PowerPoint presenta-

tion on The Importance of Witness to the Military 

Today. Though there was no coordination before-

hand, the three presentations nicely dovetailed: 

my paper concentrated on the central importance 

of justification by faith and the preaching of the 

gospel, which was the perfect introduction to the 

evangelistic emphasis of the afternoon.

Has your church considered organizing a Sat-

urday meeting with one or more outside speak-

ers? Two great benefits arise from this kind of 

meeting. First, it provides an occasion for fellow-

ship with members of other churches, who are 

quite properly worshipping in their own churches 

on the Lord’s Day. Second, it is an opportunity to 

invite speakers to give talks on subjects of inter-

est and concern, talks that would not be appropri-

ate on the Lord’s Day, when the preaching of the 

Word naturally takes first place. And of course, 

you could always give yourself a head start by in-

viting one of the Wickliffe Preachers! ■

by Philip Tait

The Preaching Team: 
PTS Wickliffe Preachers

January

Sunday 3rd
Pemberton Evangelical Church,
Wardley Street, Wigan, WN5 8BU.,6.30pm, SH

Sunday 10th
Bethesda Baptist Chapel, 
Forest Street, Shepshed, LE12 9DA, 3.00pm, GM

Wednesday 13th
Lea Chapel, Main Street, Lea, DE4 5GJ, GM

Thursday 14th
East Leake Evangelical Church, 
Costock Village Hall, LE12 6XD, 7.30pm, GM

Sunday 17th
Cowley Hill Evangelical Church,
(off Stanborough Avenue) Borehamwood Herts 
WD6 5LU, 11am, GM
Cowley Hill Evangelical Church, 
(off Stanborough Avenue) Borehamwood Herts 
WD6 5LU, 6.30pm, GM

Tuesday 19th
Westoning Baptist Church, Greenfield, Road, 
Westoning, MK45 5JD, 7.15pm, GM

Sunday 24th
Cowley Hill Evangelical Church,
(off Stanborough Avenue) Borehamwood Herts 
WD6 5LU, 11am, GM
Cowley Hill Evangelical Church, 
(off Stanborough Avenue) Borehamwood, 
Herts, WD6 5LU, 6.30pm, GM

Harrold and Carlton Baptist Church (Beds), 
78 High St, Harrold, Bedford, 
MK43 7BH, 7.30pm, GM

Sunday 14th
Erne West Evangelical, Derrygonnelly, 
Co. Fermanagh BT74 8FR, 11.30am, GM
Erne West Evangelical, Derrygonnelly,
Co. Fermanagh BT74 8FR, 7.00pm, GM

Tuesday 16th
Stonepark Baptist Church, 
4-5 Stonepark Road, Brookeborough, 
Fermanagh, BT94 4GW, 8pm, GM

Sunday 21st
Magherafelt Reformed Baptist Church, 
Magherafelt Diamond Centre, 
BT45 6ED, 9.30am, GM
Holywell Evangelical Church, 
Halkyn Road, CH8 7TX, 10.30am, SH
Magherafelt Reformed Baptist Church, 
Magherafelt Diamond Centre, 
BT45 6ED, 11am, GM
Holywell Evangelical Church, 
Halkyn Road, CH8 7TX, 6.30pm, SH

Thursday 25th
Markethill Free Presbyterian Church,
Markethill, Co Armagh, 
BT60 1TF, 8.00pm, GM

Wednesday 27th
Bethesda Baptist Chapel, 
Forest Street, Shepshed, LE12 9DA, 7.15pm, GM

Sunday 31st
Walsham-le-Willows Congregational, 
High Street, Walsham-le-Willows, Suffolk, 
IP31 3AZ, 11am, GM
North Preston Evangelical Church,
Sherwood Way, Fulwood,
PR2 9QA. 10.30am, SH 
Walsham-le-Willows Congregational, 
High Street, Walsham-le-Willows, Suffolk, 
IP31 3AZ, 6pm, GM
North Preston Evangelical Church,
Sherwood Way, Fulwood, 
PR2 9QA, 6.30pm, SH

February
Tuesday 2nd
Broughton Evangelical Church,
Little Broughton, Cumbria, 
CA13 OAX, 7.30pm, SH

Sunday 7th
Lakenheath Baptist Chapel, 
Mill Rd, Lakenheath, IP27 9DU, 10.30am, GM
Lakenheath Baptist Chapel, 
Mill Rd, Lakenheath, IP27 9DU. 6.00pm, GM

Wednesday 10th
Calvary Independent Church, 
East Prescot Road, L14 2EQ, 7.30pm, SH

The PTS Wickliffe Preachers

The Rev. Philip Tait
Director of Ministry

(Member, Hardwick Baptist Church)

The Rev. Stephen Holland
(North of England)

(Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Chruch)

The Rev. Gearóid Marley
East of England

(Member, East Leake Evangelical Church)

March
Sunday 1
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Park Street, 
Wellingborough NN8 4PR 10.45am & 6.30pm 
GM

Wednesday 4 
Hardwick Baptist Church 7:30 PT

Friday 5
Providence Baptist Chapel Bedford Rothsay 
Road, MK40 3PT 7.30pm GM

Sunday 8
Louth Evangelical Church, Louth, Lincs, LN11 
9AW  10.45 & 5pm GM
Wycliffe Congregational Church, Buxton Rd, 
Stockport, SK2 7NR 6:30pm SH

Thursday 12
East Leake Evangelical Church, Costock Vil-
lage Hall LE12 6XD, 7.30pm GM

Wednesday 18
Wooler Evangelical Church, Cheviot St., 
Wooler, NE71 6LN 7:30pm SH

Friday 20 
Hardwick Baptist Church 8pm (Study Group: 
‘The World of the Bible’; details from 01642 
587664) PT

Sunday 22
Westoning Baptist Church Greenfield, Rd 
Westoning, MK45 5JD 10.45 and 6.30pm GM

Tuesday 24 
Emmanuel School, Assembly Braunstone 
(Closed) 9am GM
Hardwick Baptist Church 2pm (Women’s 
meeting) PT

Friday 27-Saturday 28
Birmingham Conference, Ebenezer Baptist 
Chapel, Rowley Regis GM

Sunday 29 
Hardwick Baptist Church 10.30am and 
6.15pm PT
Tabernacle Cardiff CF24 4GG 10.30am & 
6pm GM

Monday 30
Bethel Evangelical Ch, Bolton, PR1 5XT 
10:30am SH

April
Thursday 2
Zoar Strict Baptist Church, Allerton Rd., 
Bradford, BD8 0AZ, 7:00pm SH

Friday 3
Lea Chapel, Matlock, DE4 5GJ, 6.30pm GM

Sunday 12 
Hardwick Baptist Church 10.30 & 6.15 PT
Evington Baptist Chapel (Leics) LE5 11am & 
6pm GM

Monday 13 
Cannon Park Congregational Church Mid-
dlesbrough 2pm PT

Thursday 16
Parbold Evangelical, , Chorley Rd., Parbold, 
WN8 7AN, 7:35pm SH

Friday 17 
Hardwick Baptist Church 7.30 (Study Group: 
‘The World of the Bible’; details from 01642 
587664) PT
Providence Baptist Chapel Park Ln. Blunham, 
Bedford MK44 3NH 7pm GM

Sunday 19
Hethersett Reformed Baptist Henstead Rd, 
Hethersett, NR9 3JH 10.45& 6.30pm GM

Tuesday 21 
Hardwick Baptist Church 2pm (Women’s 
meeting) PT

Wednesday 22 
Hardwick Baptist Church 7.30 PT
Stanton Lees Chapel (Derbyshire) DE4 2LQ, 
7.30pm GM

Sunday 26
Zion Baptist Chapel Park Hill Drive LE2 8HS, 
10.45& 3pm GM
St Peters Gaulby Leics, LE7 9BE, 6.30pm GM

Wednesday 29
North Preston Evangelical Church, Fulwood, 
Preston, PR2 9GA, 7:30pm SH
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May

Sunday 4th
Portrush Baptist Church, 11:00am & 7pm, 
DP
Lakenheath Evangelical Church, 10:30am & 
6:00pm, GM

Monday 5th
Walsingham Bible Witness, SH

Tuesday 6th
Templepatrick Reformed Church, 8pm, DP

Wednesday 7th
Rasharkin Free Pres. Church 8:00pm, DP
Bethel Evangelical Free Church, Hanley, 
7:30pm, SH

Sunday 11th
Cookstown Independent Methodist, 
11:30am, DP
Wickford Reformed Baptist Church, 
10:30am & 6:30pm, GM

Tuesday 13th
Westoning Baptist Church, 7:15pm, GM
Pemberton Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, SH

Wednesday 14th
Evington Baptist Chapel, 7:30pm, GM

Friday 16th 
Stanley Park Evangelical, 7:30pm, SH
Friends of PTS, Prayer Mtg. Portadown, 
8pm, DP

Sunday 18th
Templepatrick Reformed Church, 11:30am 
& 6:30pm, DP
Dales Evangelical Church, Matlock, 11am & 
6pm, GM
Grace Reformed Ch., Sheffield, 3pm, GM

Wednesday 21st 
Annalong Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP
Evington Baptist Chapel, 7:30pm, GM

Sunday 26th
Brooke Baptist Chapel, Norfolk., 10:45am & 
2:45pm, GM

June

Sunday 1st
Kellswater Reformed Pres. Church, 
11:00am & 7:00pm, DP

Tuesday 3rd
Enniskillen Free Pres. Church, 8:00pm, DP

Wednesday 4th
Tandragee Baptist Church, 8:00pm, DP

Thursday 5th
East Leake Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, GM

Sunday 8th
Killyman LOL Service, 3:30pm, DP
Providence Baptist Chapel, Blumham, 11am 
& 6pm, GM

Wednesday 11th
Tandragee Baptist Church, 8:00, DP
Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Old Hill, 7:30pm, 
GM

Sunday 15th
St Peters Gaulby (Leics), 6:30pm, GM

Wednesday 18th
Tandragee Baptist Church, 8:00pm, DP

Thursday 19th
Sovereign Grace Union Mtg, Walsham le 
Willows, 7:30pm, GM
Westhoughton Evangelical Church, 7:30pm, 
SH

Sunday 22nd
Daws Heath Evangelical Church, Essex 
11:00am & 6:30pm, GM

Tuesday 24th
Lisburn Independent Methodist, 8pm, DP
Derbyshire House, East Leake (Leics) 
7:30pm, GM

Wednesday 25th
Tandragee Baptist Church, 8pm, DP

Thursday 26th
Free Presbyterian Church, Bridlington, 
7:30pm, SH

Sunday 29th
Zion Baptist Chapel, Leicester, 10:30am & 
3pm, GM

‘Brethren 
pray for us’

    
      (1 Thessalonians 5:25)

         Rev. David Patterson                               Rev. Stephen Holland                         Rev. Gearoid Marley
                           Director of Ministry                                    North of England                                  East of England
                      (Tandragee Baptist Church)                    (Minister, Westhoughton                        (Member, East Leake
                                                                                                Evangelical Church)                              Evangelical Church)
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North of England
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The Rev. Gearόid Marley

East of England
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Director of Ministry
(Member, Hardwick Baptist Church)

‘Brethren pray for us’
1 Thessalonians 5:25

Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings
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1. What is Protestantism?

If Protestantism is important, it is clearly im-
portant to know what Protestantism is. The 
churches we today call ‘Protestant’ arose in 

Western Europe in the wake of the Reformation. 
Because these churches all emphasized to some 
degree the right of private judgment, Protes-
tantism soon divided into a number of groups, 
which themselves divided into separate church-
es, whether national or independent. In the early 
years there were three broad streams of develop-
ment, which we may characterize as the Luther-
an, the Calvinistic or Reformed, and the Anglican.

Naturally, those who subscribe to a particular 
view maintain that it is the real thing, and there 
was always a tendency in the Sixteenth Century 
for these groups to regard each other with suspi-
cion. This is where the language of Protestantism 
is so useful. Originally, ‘Protestant’ meant ‘Luther-
an’: the word is a reference to an incident at the 
Second Diet of Speyer in 1529, when the Luther-
an delegates presented a ‘Letter of Protestation’ 
against the decisions of the Catholic majority. 
It has come to be used as an umbrella term for 
distinguishing that part of the professing church 
which is neither Roman Catholic nor Eastern Or-
thodox. Admittedly, there is some controversy 
among church historians about how wide the 
net should be cast. For example, two of the con-
tributors to The History of Christianity (Lion, 1977), 
argue that their particular subjects—Pentecostal-
ism and the African independent churches—rep-
resent Christian traditions distinct from Europe-
an Protestantism, even when those movements 
remain biblically orthodox. And I imagine those 
of us gathered here today would have great dif-
ficulties in admitting Unitarians to the ranks of 
Protestantism. However, these issues do not affect 
the main point: the Protestant churches are those 

which grew up as a result of the Reformation, and 
Protestantism is their unique contribution to the 
ongoing history of the church of God.

The value of the concept of Protestantism is 
that it emphasizes what we have in common, 
rather than those issues over which we differ. 
Now I am not saying that those issues do not mat-
ter. It is quite right that we should each be per-
suaded of our own opinions on potentially divi-
sive issues such as church order, baptism, and the 
relationship of church and state. It is quite right 
that we should have our statements of faith that 
make clear where we stand, such as the Westmin-
ster Confession and the Savoy Declaration. But 
as Protestants we have a broader loyalty. Take 
this, for example from the writers of the 1689 
Baptist Confession of Faith, explaining why they 
followed the order and wording of Westminster 
and Savoy rather than simply reissuing their own 
Confession of 1644:

One thing that greatly prevailed with us to un-
dertake this work was not only to give a full 
account of ourselves to those Christians that 
differ from us about the subject of Baptism, but 
also the profit that might from thence arise, 
unto those that have any account of our la-
bours, in their instruction, and establishment 
in the great truths of the Gospel; in the clear 
understanding, and steady belief of which, our 
comfortable walking with God, and fruitful-
ness before him, in all our ways, is most near-
ly concerned; and therefore we did conclude 
it necessary to express ourselves the more 
fully and distinctly; and also to fix on such a 
method as might be most comprehensive of 
those things which we designed to explain our 
sense, and belief of. [That is, they realized that 
the purpose of a Confession is not merely apolo-
getic, but also didactic, and therefore they decid-

The importance of 
Protestantism today

Paper read at the Autumn Conference of the Presbyterian 
Reformed Church, Stockton-on-Tees, on 24 October 2015

ed to compile a much more detailed confession 
than that of 1644, which was a brief apologetic 
statement, making public what they believed, 
and dissociating themselves from the continen-
tal Anabaptists.] And finding no defect, in this 
regard, in that fixed on by the Assembly, and 
after them by those of the Congregational 
way, we did readily conclude it best to retain 
the same order in our present confession; and 
also, when we observed that those last men-
tioned, did in their confession, for reasons 
which seemed of weight both to themselves 
and others, choose not only to express their 
mind in words concurrent with the former in 
sense, concerning all those articles wherein 
they were agreed, but also for the most part 
without any variation of the terms, we did in 
like manner conclude it best to follow their ex-
ample in making use of the very same words 
with them both, in these articles, which 
are very many, wherein our faith 
and doctrine is the same with 
theirs. [That is, they approved 
of both the order and word-
ing of the Westminster Con-
fession. They saw that the 
Congregationalists had com-
piled the Savoy Declaration 
by amending the Westminster 
Confession, and resolved to do 
the same. In practice, Savoy was 
their base text, amended where they 
thought it necessary, with a few reversions 
to the wording of Westminster.] And this we did 
the more abundantly to manifest our consent 
with both, in all the fundamental articles of 
the Christian Religion, as also with many oth-
ers, whose orthodox confessions have been 
published to the world on behalf of the Protes-
tants in diverse Nations and Cities; and also to 
convince all, that we have no itch to clog Reli-
gion with new words, but do readily acquiesce 
in that form of sound words, which hath been, 
in consent with the Holy Scriptures, used by 
others before us; hereby declaring before God, 
Angels, & Men, our hearty agreement with 
them, in that wholesome Protestant Doctrine, 
which with so clear evidence of Scriptures 
they have asserted. Some things indeed are 

in some places added, some terms omitted, 
and some few changed, but these alterations 
are of that nature, as that we need not doubt 
any charge or suspicion of unsoundness in the 
faith, from any of our brethren upon the ac-
count of them. [That is, by using the same form 
of words as Westminster and Savoy, they were 
able to emphasize how much they all had in com-
mon.]

Like the writers of those fine words, by iden-
tifying ourselves as Protestants, we stand with 
those with whom we are in agreement in all fun-
damentals. The very concept of Protestantism 
teaches us to make much of our agreements, and 
little of our differences.

2. What is important about Protestantism?
So we identify ourselves as Protestants; but what 

then are those elements that we have in 
common, which give us this common 

identity? To answer this question, 
we need to go back to the very 

beginning, to the Reformation 
itself. What was the issue that 
led to the formation of Protes-
tant churches distinct from Ca-
tholicism or Orthodoxy?

The late medieval Catholic 
Church was manifestly corrupt. 

Devout Catholics were as aware as 
the Reformers of the need to clean up 

their Church. When the Reformers got into 
their stride, they were trenchant critics of the 
corruptions of the Church. But that was not the 
issue that led to the Reformation, or the issue 
that gave the Reformers a common identity, how-
ever much they might differ over other matters. 
No, the Reformers’ charge against the Catholic 
Church was quite specific: the Church was in the 
wrong because it had got the doctrine of redemp-
tion wrong.

Broadly speaking, the Roman Catholic Church 
taught—and still teaches—justification by faith 
and works. Faith is necessary for salvation, 
though a fairly nugatory idea of faith, the giving 
of assent to the doctrines taught by the Church; 
but faith is not enough. To faith must be added 
works of devotion and charity, which will gain 

It is 
quite right that 

we should have our 
statements of faith that 

make clear where we 
stand, such as the 

Westminster Confession 
and the Savoy 
Declaration.
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the attention of God, and earn the right to salva-

tion. Martin Luther was brought up within that 

system; as a devout monk he tried to earn his sal-

vation by means of that system; but he remained 

in the Slough of Despond, well aware that his sins 

were unforgiven, and his conscience unquiet.

His personal struggles centred on the con-

cept of the ‘righteousness of God’: he had to teach 

Paul’s letter to the Romans as part of his academic 

duties. Luther explained what happened next: 

I greatly longed to understand Paul’s Epistle to 

the Romans, and nothing stood in the way but 

that one expression, ‘the righteousness of God’, 

because I took it to mean that righteousness 

whereby God is righteous and deals righteous-

ly in punishing the unrighteous… Night and 

day I pondered until…I grasped the truth that 

the righteousness of God is that righteousness 

whereby, through grace and sheer mercy, he 

justifies us by faith. Thereupon I felt myself 

to be reborn and to have gone through open 

doors into paradise. The whole of Scripture 

took on a new meaning, and whereas before 

‘the righteousness of God’ had filled me with 

hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet 

in greater love. This passage of Paul became to 

me a gateway to heaven. 

In 1517 the Dominican Tetzel arrived in a Ger-

man state adjacent to Wittenberg, where Luther 

was teaching and pastoring the Castle Church. 

Tetzel was selling indulgences. Catholics were be-

ing told, in effect, to forget works of devotion and 

charity; all they had to do was pay some money to 

the Church, and they would be issued with a pass-

port to heaven. The doctrine of justification by 

faith and works, wrong from the start, had now 

sunk to this level of corruption. What was Luther 

to do when the members of his church began to 

say they had no need of repentance and faith, be-

cause they had bought one of Tetzel’s indulgenc-

es? Luther’s personal crisis had become the crisis 

of the whole western church. He requested a de-

bate with Tetzel; driven by the new technology of 

printing, soon the whole of Europe knew. The is-

sue was not the corruption of the Catholic Church, 

but the question how a person can get their soul 

saved.

And this is the issue that dominated debate 

in the following years. One doctrine, for exam-

ple, dominates Calvin’s Institutes; and it is not, 

as some would have us believe, the doctrine of 

predestination, to which he devotes just four 

chapters, tucked in at the end of his discussion 

of salvation. His consideration of justification by 

faith is half as long again—which in turn is part 

of an extended discussion of faith which takes up 

about a quarter of the massive tome. Clearly justi-

fication by faith lies at the centre of his teaching.

This surely was what the compilers of the 

1689 Confession had in mind when they de-

scribed their work as in agreement with the ear-

lier confessions in ‘all the fundamental articles of 

the Christian Religion’, which they go on to define 

as ‘wholesome Protestant Doctrine’. The three dis-

senting denominations, as they were known, did 

not agree on the relationship of church and state, 

church order, baptism, or even the precise terms 

in which they expressed their covenant theology; 

but they were totally in agreement in preaching 

the same gospel of salvation by grace, and justifi-

cation by faith. We cannot claim to be Protestants 

unless we believe and teach the same ‘wholesome 

doctrine’.

Now let us get one thing clear. None of this 

means that these other doctrines do not matter. 

We are to search the Scriptures, and using our 

right of private judgement, believe and practise 

what we find there. There is no such thing as 

secondary, optional truth: all truth is compul-

sory. However, while we are in this life, our un-

derstanding of God’s truth will always be partial; 

and therefore we are to know our own minds, 

but to keep our opinions to ourselves when nec-

essary, as Paul explains in Romans 14. But the 

gospel itself is non-negotiable. Our Protestant 

forefathers defied the Church of Rome in order 

that they might preach ‘Their Gospel of redemp-

tion,/Sin pardoned, man restored’ (Edward Hayes 

Plumptre), and we honour their memories and 

prove ourselves their heirs by proclaiming the 

same message. ■

To be concluded

This year’s PTS Annual Cambridge lec-
ture was held as in previous 
years at the Round Church, 

Cambridge, on November 2, 
2015. The Rev. Geoff Thomas 
(Alfred Place Baptist Church, 
Aberystwyth) spoke on 
the subject Is the Bible 
Enough?—The Sufficiency of 
Scripture using as a frame-
work our Lord’s discourse 
on the rich man and Lazarus 
in Luke 16:19–31. He remind-
ed us that the souls of men live 
on after death, and there is no 
possibility of crossing the great gulf 
fixed between heaven and hell. The doctrine 
of the sufficiency of Scripture in evangelism and 
life, which emerges as a most important part of 
this discourse, is thus no small matter, but one of 
eternal life and death.

The rich man was an Israelite since he ad-
dressed Abraham as ‘father’, who in reply ad-
dressed him as ‘son’. We thus infer that the rich 
man and his five brothers were exposed to and 
familiar with the teaching of Scripture. However, 
the rich man who had trusted in riches now trust-
ed in ungodly wisdom and imagined a more ef-
fective way of evangelism than the preaching of 
the Word, that of a mighty wonder, a man spec-
tacularly coming back from the dead. According 
to the rich man, the testimony of the dead on the 
afterlife and the need for repentance and faith 
was more trustworthy and persuasive than the 
testimony of Scripture itself. This was a doctrine 
invented in hell. Abraham reminded the rich man 
that his brothers already had the Scriptures, the 
implication being that they were sufficient, so 
they should hearken to them, and that failure to 
believe their testimony was inexcusable. Howev-

er, the rich man continued to assert that 

the Scriptures were not sufficient to 

lead his brothers to repentance 

and that other means would 

be necessary to be effectu-

al. It can be inferred that 

the rich man believed 

that failure to believe 

the Scriptures alone was 

therefore excusable. Abra-

ham corrected him, coun-

tering with the doctrine of 

the sufficiency of Scripture 

a second time: if men will not 

listen to the testimony of the Bible 

then nothing else will do. Repentance 

unto life and saving faith come through means 

of God’s Word.

Mr Thomas reminded us that the Bible is the 

most relevant and most helpful word we will ever 

hear, and equips us for every good work. We must 

have every confidence in the appointed ordinary 

means of grace.

After the address Mr Thomas dealt with a 

number of questions from those present.

We are most grateful for Mr Thomas’ warm 

and faithful address, much needed in our day 

when men trust in inventions, innovations, per-

formance techniques, miracle workings and the-

atricals to make up for what they think are in-

sufficiencies in the Word; or displace it altogether. 

He gave examples from his experience and the 

contemporary church scene.

We are also indebted to Mr Andrew Haylett, 

a deacon at Cambridge Presbyterian Church, and 

his family for arrangements on the day, and for 

his chairing the meeting.

The address was recorded and is available on 

the website, or on CD via the bookshop. ■

The Sufficiency of Scripture
17th Annual Cambridge Lecture

by Kevin McGrane
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A fierce battle is being waged for the hearts 
and minds of our young people. Chris-
tian youth are being assaulted on every 

front by worldviews and beliefs that challenge 

the foundations of their faith. From the science 

classroom to the entertainment industry, they 

are being force-fed a steady diet of secularism 

and evolutionary propaganda. This narrative is 

so pervasive in our culture that it has essentially 

been protected by a wall of political correctness, 

which stifles reasoned debate under the guise of 

‘tolerance’.

Are we equipping our youth for this battle?
This is a question that we all have to ask our-

selves, especially parents and youth leaders. Or 

are we sending them out unprepared? We can-

not shy away from hard questions. On the con-

trary, a robust Christian faith should be able to 

provide answers to challenging questions that 

arise from competing worldviews. We must take 

seriously the apologetic mandate found in verses 

like 1 Peter 3:15. The Bible is equally clear on the 

responsibility of the older generation to pass on 

the knowledge of God to the younger generation 

(Deuteronomy 6:6, 7; Psalm 78:5–7). When Joshua 

entered the Promised Land he was told to make 

sure that the book of the Law did not depart from 

his mouth, to meditate on it and obey all that was 

written, and he would have success (Joshua 1:8). 

Yet, tragically, by the time we get to the book of 

Judges, Joshua and his generation have passed 

away: ‘there arose another generation after them 

who did not know the Lord, or the work that he 

had done for Israel’ (Judges 2:10). This failure to 

pass on the knowledge of God to the younger gen-

eration led to the moral decline we see in Judges 

when ‘everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes’ (Judges17:6). This closely parallels the sit-
uation of our day in which man’s opinions have 
replaced the authority of Scripture.

So what message are we sending to our young 
people about the authority of the Bible?

We see the battle being fought on many fronts, 
in the classroom, in the media, and in the courts. 
We exert our resources fighting these things, yet 
we often see little fruit. Why is this? It is because 
these are only symptoms of the problem and not 
the cause. The real battle is taking place else-
where! It is an all-out attack on the authority of 
the Word of God. If we allow the authority of the 
Word to be undermined in one area, this applies 
to our entire foundation. We must understand 
this as we seek to equip and train our youth to 
stand strong in this culture.

Although the entire Bible is the subject of at-
tack, probably the fiercest battle is being fought 
over the historicity of Genesis chapters 1 to 11. 
Unfortunately, this battle is being waged on two 
fronts; not only the clash with the secular cul-
ture but also the compromise from segments of 
the Church. Did God really create in six days? Is 
death really the result of the Fall? Was there re-
ally a global flood? All these questions and many 
others are being asked by the culture to challenge 
our young people, and all too often the Church 
has no adequate answers. Sadly, many apologists 
and theologians have considered these issues to 
be divisive, secondary issues that only hinder the 
mission of the Church. As such, they do not see 
the problem of accepting the evolutionary idea 
of billions of years and merging it with the Bible. 
Many are seemingly unaware of the inconsisten-
cy this creates with the biblical record and the 
bad example it gives to our youth.

PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVES

by Thomas FretwellBook Review
by Edward Malcolm

When an intelligent individual, who 
knows both his subject and how to 
communicate it, is moved to speak, his 

words are well worth hearing. When those words 
are committed to print, they are well worth read-
ing. This book is an example of such words.

John Macleod, Principal of the Free Church 
College, Edinburgh, was invited to Westminster 
Theological Seminary in 1938 to give a series of 
ten lectures on post-Reformation Scottish theol-
ogy in light of Church history. This book is the 
substance of those lectures, and covers Scottish 
Church history from Knox to the late nineteenth 
century, with an appendix on the Work of a Theo-
logical College.

Although the style is a little heavy going in 
places, and although the material is packed rath-
er densely (these were lectures to academic stu-
dents, after all, not to the general public), anyone 
who has a serious interest in Reformed doctrine 
will benefit from reading this work. Some will 
disagree with one aspect or another—Macleod 

makes no bones about his preference for the Scot-
tish Reformation even over the Puritan period in 
England in the mid-seventeenth century, and his 
reasons may sit uncomfortably with some—but 
anyone who weighs his arguments will be re-
quired to think more carefully about their own 
position and presuppositions.

Macleod possessed a 'photographic' memory, 
and threw out facts with abandon. Fortunately 
the volume is well indexed, so those who wish 
to research various aspects further are helped. 
He drops clues to fascinating aspects of Church 
history that may have escaped the attention 
they deserve in recent decades. There is much to 
learn here, and much to ponder, as Macleod traces 
the rise, and the fall, of Protestant zeal, wisdom, 
and faithfulness, over the course of three hun-
dred and fifty years. Those who have attempted 
to understand the convoluted history of Scottish 
Church groupings will find some guidance here!

I recommend this book. ■

Scottish Theology
in relation to Church History

John Macleod

Banner of Truth 
396pp • £16 • cloth
ISBN 978–1–84871–614–5

Our youth are under attack!
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Is their faith being undermined or 
strengthened?
This is a massive problem. The culture screams at 
them, ‘The earth is billions of years old, and we 
evolved over millions of years!’, and the Church 
whispers back at them, ‘Don’t worry about that, 
it’s too divisive, just have faith in Jesus!’ So what 
happens when they study the New Testament 
and see that Jesus clearly taught that humans 
have been around ‘from the beginning of cre-
ation’ (Mark 10:6)? Surely this phrase only makes 
sense if Jesus is referencing Day Six of creation 
week, but evaporates into meaninglessness if a 
4.5 billion year old earth is true.

Jesus believed in a historical Adam and Eve 
(Matthew 19:4), Noah’s Ark and the global flood 
(Luke 17:26, 27), and the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah (Matthew 10:15). Very evidently 
Jesus considered the early chapters of Genesis to 
be historically accurate. You see, if a leader tells 
them to trust in Jesus and that his Word is true 
(John 17:17), but then also says that it is fine to 
believe in millions of years, a local flood, and 
death before the Fall, that person has actually 
undermined the very words of the One he is tell-
ing them to believe in. This inconsistency shows 
that such a leader does not really believe that the 
truthfulness and authority of the Bible extends to 
the early chapters of Genesis.

For our younger generation, this inconsisten-
cy is only one small step away from questioning 
the veracity of the word of Jesus himself. ‘If Jesus 
was wrong about Noah’s Ark and the flood, what 
else was he wrong about?’ they ask. At this point, 
biblical authority is so undermined that other ar-
eas of the Bible, which the culture does not agree 
with, become suspect too.

If we want to help our youth stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6:10), 
we need to do all in our power to make sure we 
pass on the message of Biblical authority to them, 
and this has to begin with the very first verse! ■

[This extended ‘Protestant Perspectives’ reprints, 
with permission, an article in the October–Decem-
ber Prayer News of Creation Ministries International 
(UK & Europe). Thomas Fretwell serves as Elder and 
Youth Minister in Hastings, and as an associate tutor 
at Kings Evangelical Divinity School.] 
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of Methodism, to view a short video on the histo-
ry of Methodism. Then we were guided into the 
main worship area; on the front wall behind the 
communion table were inscribed the Creed and 
the two Great Commandments, to Love God and 
to Love Our Neighbour. We moved outside to the 
garden behind the Chapel where John Wesley is 
buried. John was one of nineteen by his mother 
Susanna, who is buried in Bunhill Fields.

We re-entered the chapel to climb stairs to a 
small side chapel in which Charles Wesley’s orig-
inal organ is still played. Moving outside, we en-
tered the house where John Wesley lived for just 
over ten years from 1779. Now refurbished, it 
holds many of his personal belongings and gives 
insight into his travels and interests.

Finally, we finished our tour at Methodist Cen-
tral Hall in Westminster. We thank Keith Berry 
as our guide and Sarah Rae for organizing the 
event.■ 

The next walk will be in Spring 2016, DV, proba-
bly in Cambridge. More news next time!

‘The Annual Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Protestant Truth 
Society calls on Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to make provision for the 
dreadful plight of Christians in its 
policy decisions in the Middle East 
and Syria.’

continued from p3

The following special resolution 
was passed at the Society’s Annual 
General Meeting on Monday No-
vember 9, 2015
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Concordances
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Tel:  020 7405 4960
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184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

Order CDs of the talks
On sale at our book shop (details above)

See the Conference review on p8

Coming to the shop?

How To Find Us
Bus:  
341, 172, 76, 26, 23, 15, 11 and 4
(all stop within a few yards of 
the shop)

Tube:  
Chancery Lane (Central) 
and  Temple (Circle & District) 
(both eight minutes walk)
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Missed the Day Conference?

P.T.S. – Bite Sized School of Theology  —  Gaining Wisdom from the Past

£3.50 for 
either talk

£5.75 for 
both talks
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