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This shortest of psalms deserves to be far 

better known, and more often used, than it 

is. The theme of the psalm is the salvation 

of the Gentiles, for it is a call to the nations of the 

earth to glorify the Lord. The Apostle Paul quotes 

the first verse of the psalm in Romans 15:11, to 

prove his argument that Christ is the Saviour of 

all, Jews and Gentiles, who believe in him. It is a 

psalm of promise, a promise that could not have 

been fulfilled without the Great Commission. The 

Great Commission could not have been fulfilled—

and continue to be fulfilled—without the coming 

of the Holy Spirit.

Specifically, this is a universal call to praise. 

None are excluded from it, and the ground or rea-

son for such praise is stated in the second verse. 

That ground or reason concerns two matters.

1. The Lord’s merciful kindness is great 
towards us
The merciful kindness, often the lovingkindness 

of the Lord, is his covenant faithfulness. We un-

derstand this to be his condescending to us in 

making covenant with us for his name’s sake. 

He does so entirely of his own free will, and only 

through his mercy and grace towards us.

This mercy was seen in the first gospel prom-

ise, concerning the seed of the woman who should 

bruise the serpent’s head. It was seen again in the 

revelation God gave Noah, of things not seen as 

yet, by the which he went and built the ark, being 

moved with fear, Hebrews 11:7. Such fear, or rev-

erent awe, is the proper and fitting response from 

those to whom God’s revealed truth comes.

This mercy was seen again in the calling of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; in the giving of the 

law at Sinai; and in the covenant made with Da-

vid concerning his son who should reign on his 

throne for ever.

This mercy is of course seen most clearly in 

the in the saving work of Jesus Christ, and we are 

given to see it in action whenever sinners are 

saved.

The greatness of the Lord’s merciful kindness 

becomes apparent when we consider to whom 

it comes—to us, who are sinners of the Gentiles, 

and not Jews by nature. Those who are Jews by 

nature—those who are descended from Jacob’s 

sons—had an outward claim on the covenant, 

since it was to ‘them and their children.’ It is true 

that he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, but who 

is one inwardly, Romans 2:29. Nevertheless, the 

saving mercies of God were to the house of Israel, 

and not to the nations of the world.

Thus we are disadvantaged by our birth, not 

being descended from the chosen race. Worse, 

we are disadvantaged by the corruption of our 

nature. ‘All have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God.’ This is true of the Jew and of the 

Gentile. The Jew has at least the system of sacri-

fices, whereby he is able to make atonement for 

his sins. What is there for the Gentile, to whom no 

such system has been given? How shall the na-

tions praise or glorify the Lord, since they neither 

know him, nor are able to approach him? And yet 

the psalmist declares boldly that the Lord’s merci-

ful kindness is great towards us. How is this pos-

sible? Consider the second part of the verse.

Psalm 117

The Honorary Editor

O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. For his merciful 
kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. 

Praise ye the LORD.
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2. The truth of the Lord endureth for ever
The truth that endures for ever is neither more 
nor less than ‘the everlasting gospel’ (Revelation 
14:6), which is preached to ‘every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue and people.’ This is the very 
same gospel the disciples were commissioned 
to go and preach to all nations. This is the same 
gospel for which they contended against the false 
expectations of the Jews, and the vain philosophy 
of the Gentiles, as well as the pagan superstitions 
of so many. The apostles contended for this truth, 
this gospel, at great cost, making huge sacrifices. 
For the gospel’s sake they endured the hatred and 
violence of the world. They were stoned, and beat-
en, and imprisoned, and killed. This same gospel 
was maintained by our Protestant Reformers 
in the face of the same hateful opposition. They 
were willing rather to perish than to deny the 
blood that bought them. They stand as living tes-
timonies to the life-changing power of the gospel, 
for those same men were brought up in the very 
errors against which they stood. They came to the 
knowledge of the truth by the light of God’s word, 
reading for themselves those gracious promises 
and seeing the glory of Christ set forth.

We are to believe, and to hold fast, the same 

gospel. We are to stand as witnesses to it against 

the opposition, ignorance and indifference of the 

perishing world in which we live. Our lives are to 

stand as testimonies to the power of the gospel, 

that those who were once blind can now see, and 

those who were once deaf can hear, and those 

who were once dumb can speak—and those who 

were once dead in trespasses and sins are now 

alive unto righteousness. This is the gospel of 

grace.

This is a psalm of praise, as is very clear from its 
content. As such we are taught,

1. That great matters may be stated in few words. 

To those who know, the gospel is contained 

in Genesis 3:15, or in John 3:16. For the one in 

whom the Holy Spirit is working repentance, 

no more need be said than those few words 

of the publican, ‘God be merciful to me, a sin-

ner.’ There is a world of divine truth in those 

few words of Christ on the cross, ‘It is finished.’ 

Our prayers, when moved by the Holy Spirit, 

may be brief yet full. Our praises, when aris-

ing from love for Christ, may lack form and 

words, and yet be received at the throne of 

grace. Brevity is not opposed to truth. Let us 

be encouraged, therefore, if our words are few, 

for it is not their number but the fulness of the 

heart that weighs with our heavenly Father.

2. That prophecy is to be treasured. This is a word 

declaring that which Christ commanded, and 

by which the truth came to us. Whenever we 

see any prophecy fulfilled, we know that this 

is confirmation of the truth of God’s word. And 

if our heavenly Father does that which he has 

promised—indeed, covenanted—then he and 

his word are one. This means we are to see the 

full and true authority of God’s word, for if it 

promises salvation, then it is to be obeyed in 

the having of that salvation.

3. That salvation is the chief matter for praise and 

thanksgiving for all the redeemed. While this 

psalm is a call to all the nations and people 

to give praise and glory to the Lord, it is only 

those to whom the gospel of grace has come 

with power who will return praise. There-

fore, if we would see an increase in praise to 

our gracious heavenly Father, let us begin to 

render such praise as is due for our salvation 

in Jesus Christ. In heaven, it is salvation that 

provides the great expressions of praise, Rev-

elation 5:9–14. If this is the song we will sing 

in heaven, let us not delay to sing it on earth.

Let us praise the Lord! ■

This exposition is the substance of the devotions at 
the Winter Study Day, held at Fleet Street on Satur-
day 24 November, 2018. 

Happy New Year to all our readers!
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In the News

Defender of the Faith
Within an article published in The Guardian 
newspaper in October, on the Church–State rela-
tionship, it was reported that HRH Prince Charles 
has changed his mind about one of his royal ti-
tles. Whereas he once said he wished to be ‘De-
fender of Faiths’, he ‘has since rejected amending 
the title.’ 

The age of discrimination
A sixty-nine-year-old Dutch pensioner launched 
a legal bid to reduce his age by twenty years. ‘You 
can change your name. You can change your gen-
der. Why not your age?’ He cited discrimination in 
employment prospects and in dating as reasons 
for his challenge. He failed in his bid.

Disestablishment in Greece
Ten thousand Greek Orthodox clergy will cease 
to receive their salaries directly from the gov-
ernment, in a deal that sees the removal of the 
clergy from their present role as civil servants. 
While this is seen as a first though major step 
towards the disestablishment of the Greek Or-
thodox Church, the long and complex connection 
between Church and State means it will likely be 
a long process.

At present, Greek schools begin their day with 

prayer, and include Christian education in all 

years. The Greek Constitution opens with words 

strongly indicative of the Greek Orthodox doc-

trine of the Trinity, and judges sit under an icon 

in all courts.

Opposition to this agreement comes both from 

clergy who were not consulted, and from other 

public sector employees whose staff are facing 

huge cuts while the clergy will continue to be paid 

from state funds, albeit no longer as civil servants.

Changing standards
‘Scientists are set to change the way the kilogram 
is defined.’ According to a report by the BBC, ‘le 
Grand K’ (a platinum-based ingot cast in 1889) 
is the absolute standard for measuring the ki-
logram. Researchers have noticed that, over the 
years, the master weight has deteriorated. A new 
system for measuring the standard has been de-
veloped, using a set of precision balances special-
ly designed for the purpose, which incorporate an 
electromagnet. The current needed to bring the 
scales into balance can be measured to a very fine 
tolerance, guaranteeing the integrity of the stan-
dard kilogram.

That human standards deteriorate should 

come as no surprise. There is only one standard 

that does not deteriorate, and that is God’s stan-

dard, revealed in his infallible word.

Blasphemy in Pakistan
Readers will no doubt have followed the reports 
about the fate of the Pakistani woman, Asia Bibi 
(as she is known in the West). A Roman Catholic 
from a poor rural family, she was accused of blas-
phemy, and has spent eight years in prison, most 
of them under sentence of death. News of her 
acquittal in October was met with protests from 
hardline Muslim extremists. They called both for 
her death, and for the deaths of the judges who 
ruled in her case. She has been banned from leav-
ing the country, in spite of the very clear danger 
to life, and the offers of asylum from several na-
tions.

It must be noted that, to Islam, there is no 

difference between Protestantism and Roman 

Catholicism. Three imams added their voices to 

calls for an offer of asylum to made from the UK 

Government.
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‘Good ol’ Jack’
A plan to erect a statue to one of Newbury’s un-

sung heroes has run into unexpected opposition. 

John Winchcombe, or Jack of Newbury as he is 

known locally, was a cloth merchant in the six-

teenth century, who made a fortune in the cloth 

trade, and financed the rebuilding of St Nicholas’ 

church.

Opposition has been raised from those who 

know another of his achievements. It was John 

Winchcombe who presided over the trials of 

Julins (or Julius) Palmer, John Gwin and Thom-

as Askew. The former was the schoolmaster of 

Reading, who was burned alive for his Protestant 

convictions during the reign of Queen Mary. The 

latter two were accused of Lollardy, and shared 

Palmer’s fate. The account of their trials and 

sufferings is to be found in Foxe’s Acts and Mon-

uments (abbreviated edition, mentioning these 

men, are on sale at the bookshop, from £9.99).

Some years ago a small memorial was erected 

at the side of the road, marking the location of 

their martyrdoms. Some local people, knowing 

the history of those bloody times, have objected 

to the proposed statue. At the time of writing, 

£4,930 of the required £40,000 has been raised, 

with another offer to match all giving pound for 

pound. 

The Great Commission
The news of the death of an American ‘tourist’ on 

the Sentinelese island in the Indian Ocean has 

sparked a renewed interest in missionary activ-

ity. Early reports, soon confirmed, indicated that 

the man in question, John Allen Chau, had gone 

to the island to preach Christ to them. Access to 

the islands is forbidden, as the small tribe living 

there is protected from outsiders. He was report-

edly killed very shortly after coming ashore from 

a fishing boat.

Under the title, ‘John Allen Chau: Do mission-

aries help or harm?’ the BBC website carried a 

lengthy article on attitudes towards missionary 

work. The Great Commission is described as being 

when ‘Jesus asked his followers to “make disciples 

of all nations”.‘ It was of course not a request, but 

a command.

According to the US Centre for the Study of 

Global Christianity, the report says, some 440,000 

Christian missionaries are working outside their 

own countries during 2018. Of these, the Mor-

mons have some 66,000, and the rest are divided 

among Protestants, Roman Catholics, the Ortho-

dox and Jehovah’s Witnesses. The modern trend 

among most missionaries appears to be to en-

gage in rural development projects, medical aid, 

education, and so on. Gospel preaching, it seems, 

follows after.

One academic quoted in the report described 

John Chau as ‘anomalous’, in that most evangeli-

cals do not enter missionary work with the sole 

aim of gospel preaching, or proselytising; most do 

this alongside the types of activities mentioned 

above.

While some have been critical of the late Mr 

Chau, considering him foolish for attempting to 

reach an island from which visitors are banned, 

others have acknowledged his bravery; he had 

been shot at on a previous visit, and, it is report-

ed, was saved when the arrow stuck in his Bible 

and not in him.

Those who are familiar with the missionary 

endeavours of previous generations know how 

many perished in their attempts to bring the gos-

pel to new lands and people. This nation was once 

such a place. May God bless missionary work. 

The Rutherford Monument
We reported some time ago (July 2018) that an 

appeal had been launched to pay for the resto-

ration of the Rutherford Memorial, at Gatehouse-

of-Fleet. That work has now been completed, and 

the event was marked with a public lecture given 

by Professor John Coffey of Leicester University, 

in October 2018. 

A man of vast intellect, Rutherford remains 

best known for his letters, which began to be 

copied and circulated during his own lifetime, in 

spite of his desire that they remain private. The 

Letters of Samuel Rutherford, published by Banner 

of Truth in the Puritan Paperback series, is avail-

able from the PTS bookshop, £5. See the inside and 

outside back covers for details of other books from 

the same and other publishers. ■
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A review of The Forging of Codex 
Sinaiticus by Bill Cooper – Part 3

by Kevin McGrane

[The following is a heavily abridged version of the 
fully referenced and more detailed review, which can 
be found on the PTS Website at http://protestant-
truth.com/codex].

In Parts 1 and 2 we looked at Bill Cooper’s the-
sis that Codex Sinaiticus was written in the 
mid-nineteenth century by Constantine Simo-
nides, and demonstrated that it is a ‘conspiracy 
theory’ without foundation. In this final part we 
examine some of the arguments adduced by Dr 
Cooper to support his view that Codex Sinaiticus 
was distressed to make it appear much older.

A Matter of Forensics
As we shall demonstrate, Dr Cooper’s approach is 
that whenever he is ignorant of an explanation 
for a phenomenon then an explanation must be 
supplied by appeal to his conspiracy theory. For 
example, he describes as suspicious a regular pat-
tern in Codex Sinaiticus (pp.81–3), and begs the 
question by attributing the phenomenon to de-
liberate mechanical erasure, i.e. ‘rubbed’. Noting 
that the leaves removed by Tischendorf to Leipzig 
in 1844 begin on their first page with rather faint 
characters, 

The real surprise is when the page is turned 
over to reveal the next two pages…both of 
which are undisturbed and have letters that 
are pristine and crisp throughout. Even more 
surprisingly, this pattern is followed through-
out the first half of the Leipzig segment. Two-
page spread, rubbed; next two-page spread 
pristine; two page spread, rubbed; next two 
page spread, pristine; and so on…It is very 
odd. Such patterning is not something that 
one would expect from a natural deteriora-
tion.…It is very clearly deliberate.

The pattern, however, is entirely due to the 

natural properties of parchment and iron-gall 

ink and their natural deterioration. Tischendorf 

noted and explained the phenomenon in 1846, as 

did the scholar B. Harris Cowper when he exam-

ined these same leaves in 1865. But Dr Cooper of-

fers his readers only his conspiracy explanation, 

even though he claims to have examined the 

Codex Sinaiticus Project website which explains 

that the pattern results from the conventional as-

sembly of sheets into quires so that each opening 

(‘two-page spread’) looks uniform:

Like other Greek manuscripts of its time, [Co-

dex Sinaiticus] follows Gregory’s Rule. That 

is to say, it was made with matching pages 

of flesh and hair, with flesh on the outside of 

every quire of eight leaves. Thus the first page 

of a quire is always flesh, the second and third 

are hair, the fourth and fifth flesh, and so on. 

Whether a page is hair or flesh is easily told. 

Hair is darker, and absorbs the ink much bet-

ter than the greasier flesh side, from which it 

tends to flake off. The first, third, fifth and sev-

enth rectos of every quire are flesh sides, and 

the even numbered ones are hair.

On p.90, Dr Cooper suggests that a rectangular 

aperture in one leaf is ‘supposed to have been a 

wormhole’, though he cites no authority who ever 

supposed such a thing:

It is perfectly oblong, each corner of which 

consists of a perfect 90 degree right angle…

No worm known to nature ever made such a 

hole as this…So how did this oblong aperture 

get there? It is clearly manmade… 
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The aperture is a straightforward case of ink 

corrosion, a phenomenon widely understood. Ex-

actly at that position and size was once the Greek 

uncial character n, which is rectangular on three 

sides. Coincident on the other side of the leaf was 

a Greek character O. The parchment was etched 

from both sides and simply dropped out.

Dr Cooper piles one unsupported assertion 

upon another concerning a leaf that is missing a 

large portion (p.73, 75),

It is a matter of deep suspicion that this 

particular leaf (Q11-f.2), which had been in 

Tischendorf’s care and keeping…should have 

been… mutilated in such a strange fashion …

it is blatantly and very plainly deliberate…

Tischendorf had to have taken it with him for 

the express purpose of cutting out large por-

tions of it. The only possible reason he would 

have had for this remarkable action was to re-

move evidence which contradicted all that he 

was claiming for the manuscript…Witness his 

butchery of Q11-f.2. Why did he take this folio 

along with the Russian leaves, and why did he 

cut away and destroy such a large portion of it?

This narrative with its innuendo is a his-

torical disgrace. Fragments of leaf Q11-f.2 were 

discovered by Uspensky in Cairo in 1861 and 

removed to his personal collection. They came 

into ‘Tischendorf’s care and keeping’ only when 

Uspensky loaned them to him, first to copy (1863) 

and second to exhibit in England (1865). On nei-

ther occasion did Tischendorf borrow them ‘for 

the express purpose of cutting out large portions’. 

That he returned them in good condition is evi-

dent from Uspensky’s letter of acknowledgement.

The leaf from which these fragments came 

had been re-used for end boards and papers in 

the binding of a secular book, a practice very com-

mon in bookbinding. This is where the so-called 

‘butchery’ occurred. Several other parts of the Co-

dex have been found in old bindings, and confirm 

that in the 1720s many leaves from the Codex be-

came separated from the main body. One of the 

most recently found fragments of the Codex was 

bound into a board lining by skilled bookbinders 

in 1727. These findings alone militate against a 

nineteenth century origin of the Codex.

Alleged Distressing
A characteristic of conspiracy theory is of forcing 
all phenomena to support predetermined conclu-
sions. In his ‘forensics’ section (pp.32–4) Dr Cooper 
had argued:

[H]ere we see very clear evidence indeed of 

the fact that the text was recently added to 

vellum which was already ancient and dam-

aged by time, worm and wax. In other words, 

Simonides’ claim to have written out the text 

of Codex Sinaiticus in the early-mid 19th cen-

tury, on already very ancient vellum, sudden-

ly appears to be viable and true. 

Now, if Simonides wrote on ‘very ancient’ 

vellum ‘damaged by time, worm and wax’, then 

it would not have looked white to the eye, for as 

Dr Cooper himself notes (p.79), ‘[P]archment com-

monly takes on a dark and often grubby hue over 

long periods of time.’

Though Dr Cooper argues that there is ‘very 

clear evidence’ that the parchment was ‘very 

ancient’ when written on, the alleged ‘white’ ap-

pearance of the leaves (which we have shown to 

be a misunderstanding by Dr Cooper) is taken as 

evidence that the parchment was of ‘recent man-

ufacture’ and ‘certainly not’ ancient:

[T]he Leipzig leaves were of relatively recent 

manufacture and were certainly not fifteen 

centuries old.

And from this Dr Cooper infers that all the 

leaves later recovered from St Catherine’s must 

have been given a fake tan. 

So which is it? Did Simonides write on ‘very 

ancient vellum’, ‘damaged by time, worm and wax’ 

and thus ‘dark’ in colour as his ‘forensics’ requires; 

or did he write on vellum of ‘recent manufacture’, 

‘so pristine’ (p.86) that it was still as ‘white as 

snow’ (p.78) and ‘so obviously not ancient’ (p.89) 

as his fake tan theory requires? Whether it was 

dark or light, whether it had wormholes or not, 

whether it was ‘very ancient’ or ‘obviously not 

ancient’ and of ‘recent manufacture’—whatever 

the alleged condition, however contradictory, all 

is interpreted by Dr Cooper to support his thesis.

As to the actual condition of the Leipzig leaves, 

Dr Cooper overlooks the testimony of those who 
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certainly did examine them, for example B. Har-

ris Cowper, who in 1860 had produced a facsimi-

le of the Codex Alexandrinus. Cowper described 

the Leipzig leaves in 1865 as ‘time-worn’ and, on 

the basis of all the evidence, consistent with pro-

duction around ad 400. Instead Dr Cooper relies 

on supposed reports of those who certainly did 

not examine the Leipzig leaves, saying that ‘the 

Leipzig leaves were so pristine when first seen 

by Uspensky (p.82)’; ‘the Leipzig leaves…[were] 

“white” according to Uspensky’ (p.86). But Uspen-

sky never saw the Leipzig leaves: they left St Cath-

erine’s in 1844. Uspensky described the leaves 

now in the British Library that he examined in 

1845, and ascribed a fifth century date to them, 

never claiming that they were ‘pristine’. In 1850 

he produced colour plates of these ‘white parch-

ment’ leaves from both Testaments. These plates 

capture Uspensky’s perception of the coloration 

of the leaves in 1845–50, which are almost exactly 

the same shade of yellow as the leaves currently 

in Leipzig and London.1

Uspensky correctly identified these yellowed 

leaves as ‘white parchment’ because in the con-

ventional usage of palaeographers and codicol-

ogists ‘white parchment’ is the correct distin-

guishing term for this type or kind of parchment, 

implying nothing about any present attribute of 

colour. ‘White parchment’ is the type of parch-

ment that was not stained to a specific colour (e.g. 

purple) prior to writing. Thus Dr Cooper confuses 

a descriptor of type with an attribute of colour.

Dr Cooper is thus confused about who de-

scribed what, where, and what they meant, and 

wrongly infers that the portion of the codex not 

removed to Leipzig in 1844 was deliberately disc-

oloured to give it an antique appearance. Dr Coo-

per never considers where the evidence actually 

leads: that all the leaves are yellow because that 

is how ‘white parchment’ looks after natural age-

ing over centuries, and that the Leipzig leaves are 

See detail of 1 Cor. 13 in Codex Sinaiticus at the foot 
of the inside front cover of this magazine. Left: high 
contrast (false colour) photo; Centre: Uspensky’s 
‘white parchment’ facsimile produced in 1850; 
Right: True colour ascribed by the British Library 
to the parchment of this page (far left), which also 
matches the colour of the parchment captured by 
Uspensky.

perceived to be a shade different in colour from 

some (though not all) of the associated British 

Library leaves because they have had separate 

conservation histories over more than 170 years.2 

Conclusion
Dr Cooper’s thesis does not meet the test of cred-
ibility. His method of proceeding does not come 
close to the methods of historical analysis, inves-
tigative journalism, or sound apologetics. Many 
of his ‘facts’ are unverified assertions, or plain 
wrong; he is not an expert in the fields he engag-
es with; he does not consult experts to check his 
‘facts’; his rhetoric demonstrates that he neither 
keeps his biases in check, nor constructs logical 
lines of argument; and he does not satisfactori-
ly address lines of argument and evidence that 
conflict with, and arguably falsify, his thesis, but 
rather turns contrary evidence to reinforce it. 
Sadly, this is the method of ‘conspiracy theory’.

In spite of Simonides’ reputation as the nine-

teenth century’s greatest forger, Dr Cooper pro-

tests that ‘the documents he was accused of forg-

ing were actually genuine’ (p.41). This, once again, 

is conventional conspiracy theory: all experts ev-

erywhere know that the documents are genuine, 

but are conspiring to declare them forgeries. Dr 

Cooper instead expects his readers to consider 

himself the real authority, overturning the find-

ings of all qualified experts. We are entitled to ask 

how qualified Dr Cooper is to judge, and whether 

he has physically examined the scores of docu-

ments purveyed by Simonides that are deemed 

forgeries by these experts—or even a single one. 

Simonides, for example, claimed to have found 

fragments of the original autograph of Matthew’s 

Gospel written in Greek at the apostle’s dictation 

by deacon Nicholas of Antioch fifteen years after 

the Ascension, plus the epistles of James and Jude, 

The colours between locations cannot be compared 
from images on the Codex Sinaiticus Project website 
because the images from all locations except 
the British Library have been digitized without 
preserving true colour. For further information, 
and evidence of what the Leipzig leaves really 
look like, see the supporting information Is David 
W. Daniels’ “Codex Sinaiticus Evidence” a Fake? at 
http://protestanttruth.com/codex, which shows 
how Daniels bases his conspiracy theory on images 
in false colour.

1

2
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and John’s Gospel from the Apostolic age. These 

documents, which he forged in Liverpool in 1860–

61 from scraps of papyrus among the Meyer man-

uscripts that he had removed to his lodgings,3 in-

clude an astonishing number of singular textual 

interpolations, additions and changes compared 

to the Textus Receptus. But if Dr Cooper is right to 

assert (as he does) that it is an indication of ‘great 

madness’ not to believe that these ‘clearly ancient’ 

‘1st-century’ documents are ‘actually genuine’ 

(p.41), then we are bound by the most elementary 

application of logic to admit that it would be un-

reasonable not to regard the Textus Receptus as 

a hopelessly corrupt text—an argument aligned 

to the spirit of the age that Simonides was quick 

to make to promote his latest forgeries. The irony 

is that Dr Cooper is prepared to set aside all the 

well-attested evidence of Simonides’ life of con-

tinual fraud, deception and lying, not to mention 

his resolve to rid the world of Protestantism and 

the Textus Receptus, to believe that papyri of New 

Testament scriptures forged in 1861 are ‘clearly 

ancient’, ‘1st-century’, and genuinely apostolic, 

and that a great uncial codex on parchment that 

is clearly well over a thousand years old was pro-

duced by a fifteen-year-old Greek in 1840. 

Codex Sinaiticus was not written by a teenag-

er in 1840, and attributing the creation of this co-

dex to a nineteenth century Romanist conspiracy 

imputes an air of the ridiculous to the universe of 

genuine popish plots, and blunts the arguments 

that need to be made against some of the ‘great 

uncials’. The incisive argument of John Burgon, 

Dean of Chichester, for example, proceeded from 

the premise that these codices were genuinely 

ancient, but that their readings could not be the 

text that was received by the Church catholic (i.e. 

a textus receptus): there was one catholic Church, 

but many heretics working in different places, 

who could not co-ordinate their corruptions, with 

the result that their texts differed wildly among 

themselves and continued to degenerate. If Dr 

Cooper believes that he is supporting the cause 

They are still in Liverpool. A few are online, 
prominently marked as forgeries, see the landing 
page http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/
collections/antiquities/ancient-egypt/related-
person-73672-1.aspx

of the Textus Receptus by promoting conspiracy 

theory then he is greatly mistaken. By portraying 

the Sinaiticus, Vaticanus and Ephraemi Rescriptus 

codices as Vatican productions of the modern era, 

Dr Cooper completely cuts the ground from under 

Burgon’s argument that they are ‘specimens of the 

depraved class’ of manuscripts that emerged in 

the early Church, witnessed against by ‘the con-

current testimony of Copies, Fathers and Versions’ 

(The Revision Revised, [1883] pp.317–9). 

Many of Burgon’s arguments were anticipat-

ed by Uspensky (whose entire massive corpus 

remains untranslated), who unquestionably 

discovered and described the Codex Sinaiticus 

New Testament in 1845, fourteen years before 

Tischendorf set eyes on it. Uspensky never doubt-

ed that the work was genuinely ancient, and thus 

valuable evidence as a historical artefact, yet he 

maintained that it was suffused with Arianism 

and produced ‘outside the one holy catholic and 

apostolic church’, and thus injurious to her.

Quite apart from its dating and provenance, 

or any alleged conspiracy attending it, Codex 

Sinaiticus stands or falls on its own merits or de-

merits. In that regard it must be judged a hope-

less witness to the text of the New Testament, and 

Burgon’s assessment still stands:

a [Codex Sinaiticus] B [Codex Vaticanus]  D 

[Codex Bezae] are three of the most scandal-

ously corrupt copies extant:—exhibit the most 

shamefully mutilated texts which anywhere 

are to be met with:—have become…the de-

positories of the largest amount of fabricated 

readings, ancient blunders, and intentional per-

versions of Truth,—which are discoverable in 

any known copies of the Word of GOD. ■

3
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Worship

BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

When Satan tempted or tested the Lord Jesus in 
the wilderness, he refused, saying, ‘it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.’ These words, taken at least in part 
from Deuteronomy 6:13, tell us what we must do, 
and what we must not.

We must worship the Lord our God. This is a 
command, ‘Thou shalt worship.’ If anyone asks, 
what does it mean to worship God, the answer is 
simple. Worship is our humbling ourselves before 
God, laying ourselves low on the ground. When we 
speak of God in his majesty, power, greatness and 
glory, and when we confess that we are sinners, and 
weak, and slow to understand, and when we admit 
that we need his help, strength and protection, we 
worship God. We give him the honour due to him. 
Our word ‘worship’ means ‘worthship.’ It is when we 
say that God is worthy of our praise, our prayers 
and our humility.

The same idea is to be found in the New Testament. 
When the wise men came to Jerusalem they asked 
where to find the one who had been born king of 
the Jews, because, having seen his star in the East, 
they had come to worship him. They intended to 
bow low before him, and to give him the honour 
and glory due to such a king.

Sometimes the word translated ‘worship’ means 
something a little different. In Mark 7:7 the Lord 
Jesus spoke of the vanity, or emptiness, of the 
worship given by some to God. He spoke of the 

ceremonies performed by those who thought God 
was pleased with such things, but who had not 
understood that true worship is from our hearts.

In Acts 7:42 Stephen spoke of those whom God 
gave up to worship the host of heaven, meaning 
the sun, moon and stars. This is not worship, but 
service. Those men and women became the 
servants of other things God had made. Rather 
than worship the living God, they served what he 
had created.

When the Lord Jesus spoke to the woman at the 
well in Samaria he heard her speak about the 
things her people believed. Jesus showed her how 
wrong she was. You can read their conversation in 
John 4:4–42. Those who love the Lord Jesus will be 
those who worship God in spirit and in truth.

A day is coming when everyone will bow before the 
Lord Jesus. Writing to the Philippians, Paul speaks 
of the day when every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess. Some will do this willingly. The rest 
will do it as a conquered enemy. In heaven, all the 
saints—all who love the Lord Jesus—will worship 
him. Will you be there? ■
 

Memory Verse:
‘Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.’

Psalm 29:2



10 Protestant Truth January–February 2019

BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

King Solomon ~  This wise king is said to have written over 1000 songs. How many priests did
                                    he employ to play trumpets?    _______________   2 Chronicles 5 v 12

Zadok the priest ~ and all the people came up after him, and they ___________ 
                                         with ______, and rejoiced with great joy.  1 Kings 1 v 40 

Daniel ~  chapter 3 contains a verse which appears three times and lists out all the 
                    instru ments used by Nebuchadnezzar to call the people to come and do what?
                    _____________     _______________________________

Singers ~ Heman, Asaph and Ethan were appointed to sound with 
                      ___________    __   _______ 1 Chronicles 15 v 19 

Miriam ~ After the Red Sea crossing, Miriam, took a _______________ in her 
                    hand and the women followed her and sang unto the Lord.  Exodus 15 v 20

Jubal ~ Jubal is referred to in the Bible as the father of all such as handle the
                 _______________  and  _______________   Genesis 4 v 21

Captivity in Babylon ~  Music largely ceased when Judah went into captivity in Babylon.

                                              What were the people asked to do ___________ before they

                                    answered that they couldn’t do so in a strange land? Psalm 137 vv 1-4 

Joshua ~ Before the fall of Jericho, Joshua was instructed by God to tell the priests 
                    to make a long blast with the _______    _________ Joshua 6 v 5

David ~  King David was an accomplished musician and he wrote many of the Psalms, 
                   which he sang while looking after his sheep. He also played his __________ to
                   try and soothe King Saul’s anxieties. 1 Samuel 16 v 23

Music in
the

O sing unto the LORD a new song; 
for he hath done marvellous things

PSALM
 98 v 1

Old Testament
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Introduction 
During the year 2017–18 the Protestant Truth 
Society was blessed to be able to continue to 
discharge its duties, responsibilities and tasks 
under God, despite minor changes in personnel, 
changes in society around us and changes in the 
means of financial support. The last of these, aris-
ing from a significant drop in legacies and gifts, 
seems to have become the norm. Although this is 
not a unique problem to us, being the same for 
other Christian charitable societies, it remains an 
issue of concern to us. Full financial details can be 
viewed in detail elsewhere in the Annual Report. 

However, once again the deficit we run has ex-

ercised the minds of the Council during the year. 

As we have begun to see some change to the size 

of this, and despite one unfortunate issue across 

both the year in question and this financial year 

(2018–19) having had some effect, we have begun 

to move forwards. New ideas are being put into 

place to make better use of capital and of plant. 

Personnel 
The changes to responsibilities that have taken 
place over the past two or three years have proved 
workable. And although they give more individ-
uals on Council greater responsibilities than they 
may have imagined when they began with PTS, 
they have all stepped up to the challenge admi-
rably. It has to be said that this is greatly aided 
by modern technology, and by our designers at 
Pepper Collective, and by our printer. 

We continue to be particularly grateful to 

Council Members the Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm for 

holding the editorship of the magazine, and Mr 

Kevin McGrane for the running of the PTS web-

site. Other Council Members have taken on other 

responsibilities across this year. With the retire-

ment of Mr Richard Barnes, whose presence we 

miss, the Rt. Rev. Dominic Stockford is doing his 

best to liaise with property management/rental 

firms, and Mr George Rae has taken on more re-

sponsibility for the production of finance sheets. 

With the departure of the Rev. GearÓid Mar-

ley to parish ministry, in which we wish him well, 

our Wickliffe Preacher, Stephen Holland, has been 

making more contributions to the magazine. This 

provides a regular link with Council Members, 

and he is under the oversight of the chairman. He 

has continued Lord’s Day visits to congregations 

across the whole of the UK, as well as the talks 

given and lectures organised at other times (both 

the ones he has been invited to speak to, and the 

ones which the PTS has organised). 

The Time Travellers’ Club continues its excel-

lent work under the hand of Mr Paul Austen. As of 

1st April 2018 there were just under 200 children 

across the country who are members. The Jour-

nal is published on a bi-monthly basis through-

out the year, and the subjects covered in the last 

year were: John Gill (in two parts), Luther, Tetzel 

and Indulgences, the Gunpowder Plot, and John 

Bunyan (in two parts). There is a core of around 

forty children who complete and return the puz-

zle pages regularly, and we are aware that many 

others read it too. It is possible for the Journal to 

be sent out in PDF format, which might add to its 

interest in these hi-tech days.

We must not forget the work of the staff at 

184 Fleet Street. George and Sarah Rae contin-

ued as before, with customary excellent work 

in all the issues that are involved with the day 

to day running of the Society and its practical 

business. Bookshop sales continue, not as strong 

as once maybe, but certainly better than many 

The Chairman‘s Report

by Dominic Stockford
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Christian bookshops manage—which is to their 

credit. Sales of the PTS diary (put together by Ste-

phen Holland and Edward Malcolm) through the 

shop are down from their heights, but we still get 

asked for a significant number. 

The Tuesday meetings have continued, and 

we are grateful to, and thankful for, the input that 

they have had from the Rev. Kenneth Brownell. 

His studied talks have been of great benefit to a 

remarkable group of attenders, drawn from all 

parts of society. There have been visiting speak-

ers across the year who proved very popular 

as well. Some of the books and themes which 

are used as the basis for these talks are indeed 

challenging, and we would wish more Christians 

would so gamely delve into such tough thickets of 

valuable theological discourse. 

We must also thank Richard Barnes to whom 

we said a (final) fond farewell. Most kindly he 

had carried on helping us for a while, even after 

stepping down from the Council. Other matters 

meant that he felt it was time to focus energies 

elsewhere, and thus was unable to continue as 

a Member of the Council. And we are more than 

grateful for the efforts he put in on financial mat-

ters over so many years, and for his occasional 

magazine articles. We thank also, for their work 

across the year with the Council, Mr Duncan Boyd 

with his constitutional knowledge; as well as Mr 

William Smith, whose thoughtful presence and 

interventions in Council meetings have been in-

valuable. 

I must note at this point that George Rae has 

now reached ‘official’ retirement age, but contin-

ues to work for us. We are grateful for the way in 

which he is doing so, and for the accommodation 

reached regarding remuneration which is to the 

benefit of the Society whilst preserving Mr Rae’s 

net earnings. 

Events 
Across the year the various events we seek to 
put on continued much as normal, with at least 
one new venture, all of which makes gratitude 
due to those responsible. In this area, as in many 
others, more responsibility for a greater number 
of things falls upon the fewer faithful people in-
volved. 

Among the particular highlights was the 2017 

Day Conference. Even though held in October, 

with all the other events that occur that month, 

turnout was good (at Kensit Memorial Church). Dr 

Nick Needham, the noted church historian, gave 

two excellent talks, the first on ‘The Formal Prin-

ciple of the Reformation: Justification by Faith’, 

and the second on ‘The Material Principle of the 

Reformation: Scripture as Sole Infallible Author-

ity.’ Both were well presented and well received, 

and we were pleased that the effort to put this on 

once again had been made. Recordings of both 

talks were taken by the Chairman, and are avail-

able from the Bookshop. 

Stephen Holland preached at the annual Ip-

swich Martyrs Memorial Service, at the Martyrs 

Memorial in Christchurch Park, Ipswich. Such 

public proclamation of the gospel is valuable, and 

we desire to continue whilst it is still possible to 

do this. He also spoke at the Bury St Edmunds 

Martyrs Memorial Service, held in May, in The 

Great Churchyard, Bury St Edmunds.

Additionally to this the regular Tuesday meet-

ings of the ‘Bitesize School of Theology’ continued 

at Fleet Street HQ. Also at Fleet Street, ‘Study Days’ 

on occasional Saturdays were begun. The fine ef-

forts of Sarah Rae meant that the first was held 

on March 17th, 2018. The subject was ‘Behold the 

Lamb of God’, with the speaker, Keith Ferdinando, 

speaking on the crucifixion of Christ and his vic-

tory. Devotions were led by Edward Malcolm. It is 

hoped to continue with three such days each year. 

Given the paucity of such events in Central Lon-

don during weekends this is an excellent venture. 

The last matter under this heading was to 

commemorate an ‘event’, rather than being an 

event in itself. And with the fine efforts of Duncan 

Boyd at work to enable the copy to be acceptable, 

the PTS produced a full-page colour advertise-

ment in the Daily Telegraph, on ‘Reformation Day’ 

itself. Entitled ‘Britain Needs Reformation Today’, 

it briefly and clearly presented the need for bibli-

cal Protestantism to return to the forefront of our 

society. The advertisement was well received, and 

created some interest in our work and our pub-

lications. We thank members, well-wishers, con-

gregations, and other Societies who contributed 

towards this fine effort. 
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Magazine 
The altered publishing format for the magazine 
enables easier editing of the magazine, and the 
Pepper Collective put the various pieces togeth-
er for us. More time has therefore been spent on 
the content. The recognisable cover format from 
one edition to the next helps it to stand out in a 
crowded market. It is very clearly our magazine, 
and we are grateful to Edward Malcolm for all the 
work he puts into pulling the works of others to-
gether as he does. 

Content remains varied and useful, and we 

still include book reviews, some of which are lon-

ger and in article form, and some of which take 

the form of critique of the direction of theologi-

cal drift in certain quarters. The double page of 

content for children continues, and I do hope that 

they are being encouraged to read it. This year’s 

cover page articles included ‘What we owe to the 

Reformation’, a central matter in our thoughts 

during a year which marked the 500th anniver-

sary of Martin Luther’s nailing his 95 Theses to 

the door of Wittenberg Castle church. 

We continue to publish The Meetings page, 

despite only one Wickliffe Preacher still operat-

ing—and God willing, our Auxiliary Wickliffe 

Preachers commitments will also be shown here. 

It allows supporters to see where our Wickliffe 

Preacher is going, as well as praying for the meet-

ings, praying that there might be more meetings, 

and even enabling them to attend if they are 

nearby. The back cover advertisement for the PTS 

shop continues as a deliberate encouragement to 

Christians to make use of it. 

The magazine is an important part of our 

ministry. We know that its reach extends beyond 

our immediate constituency, and that although it 

may not have sales as large as we would like, it 

gets into many people and many churches. Cop-

ies are also passed on from one to another, and 

we get occasional responses from readers—some 

positive, some not so—so we know it is read! 

Publications 
The Society’s own publications were a little qui-
eter across the year, though several are being 
readied. Time Travellers workbooks continue to 
be sold, and though they are popular when dis-

counted, the sales have proceeded slowly. Some 
were purchased following the full-page adver-
tisement in the Daily Telegraph. Copies of earli-
er issues of many of the Society’s own booklets 
remain available, and are valuable sources of in-
formation. 

Great successes of previous years continue to 

sell, such as the booklet ‘Why Protestant Truth 

Still Matters—A Biblical Perspective’. The An-

nual Society Diary was, as has been mentioned, 

brought out once again. However, the changing 

methods for keeping diary dates and other in-

formation in Western Europe are clearly having 

a significant effect and further consideration of 

how we proceed with the diary has begun. 

The Council had spent much time in the previ-

ous year considering further publications. It was 

unanimously agreed, after careful consideration 

of Charity Commission rules, to produce two pub-

lications on the specific subject of the European 

Union and the then upcoming Referendum. The 

issue of what our Articles of Association state was 

at the heart of our decision to do so: 

3.(A)(ii) To organise for the defence of Prot-

estantism and the spread of the Gospel, to 

render Evangelical Protestant Organisations 

assistance of every kind, and to prevent the 

removal of Protestant safeguards in Church 

and State. 

Added to that was the long history that the 

Society has of making public statements, and 

producing published material opposing great-

er union within Europe—reaching back to the 

1950s. 

One was a leaflet for general distribution 

laying out reasons why we considered that 

Christians should have voted to leave the Euro-

pean Union, the other a more detailed booklet, 

designed mainly to be given to Members of the 

Houses of Lords and Parliament, though with 

wider use also. Publication and distribution took 

place in the financial year this report refers to. 

The copies of the booklet for the MPs and Lords 

were all sent out, many congregations and indi-

viduals asked for copies of the leaflets. We were, 

however, taken aback when a single complaint 

about the booklet led to the Charity Commission 
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deeming the intervention we were making in the 

referendum debate ‘not within our remit’. After 

some days of discussion and debate between our-

selves and the Commission, and after consider-

ation of the threat made by them to replace the 

Council as Trustees should we not acquiesce, we 

withdrew the leaflet and the booklet from further 

distribution. In God’s grace it had turned out that 

the vast majority of our leaflets had already been 

dispatched, and the booklet was of course already 

in the hands of those for whom it was primarily 

intended. 

Although we disagreed with the Charity 

Commission’s interpretation of our Articles of 

Association it was eventually decided not to take 

the matter further. Legal advice was sought, and 

there was a generally held opinion that the Com-

mission were quite wrong in fact and in law. Giv-

en that the titles had been almost completely dis-

tributed we decided to hold fire on this occasion. 

It would have been an interesting challenge in 

legal terms, but a very expensive one, and so we 

felt we had done almost all we could on the mat-

ter, and would therefore fight on another matter, 

another day, if necessary. 

The regular prayer diary continues to be sent 

to members by email. It has proved most useful 

in directing members’ and supporters’ prayers in 

directions which are relevant to the Society, and 

to events within society. 

Website 
We take our website seriously. Although hacking 
attacks still continue against the website, it has 
been well protected, and therefore it is reliably 
available for view. 

The calendar is extremely useful, with all 

sorts of meeting dates put up clearly, so that the 

relevant information is easily obtainable for any-

one interested in attending them. We now have 

a heading relating to meetings of other Societies 

and events (such as the Gaulby Festival of Grace). 

Some past magazine content is made available, 

and further articles and comment are added on 

a regular basis. 

When suitable, Members of Council or the 

Chairman have been able to put up comments 

and encouragements to prayer about recent 

events. Audio files from several of the Cambridge 

lectures, the Study Day Conferences, and other 

talks are available for download. 

In short, this is a valuable tool which under 

the hand of Kevin McGrane continues to make a 

significant contribution to the work of the Society. 

Overall income was slightly below that of the 

previous year—£201,886 compared to £207,051 

—largely because of the loss of rental income 

referred to above. We were thankful to receive a 

legacy of £20,000 which counteracted a small re-

duction in bookshop sales and general donations 

received. 

Expenditure continues to be kept under close 

review. The departure of Gearóid Marley to parish 

ministry has reduced our salary costs and there 

have been other cost savings, but significant ex-

penditure on the full-page colour advertisement 

in the Daily Telegraph and the tenancy issues 

referred to above meant that overall expenditure 

remained at similar levels to the previous year. 

The net deficit for the year, before the effect of 

the matter referred to in the following paragraph, 

was £65,250, of which £21,770 was a depreciation 

charge, a book entry which does not affect the So-

ciety’s cash balances or its ability to operate. 

The last two years have seen a fall of approx-

imately 10% in property values in west London, 

where the Society has four of its five investment 

properties. We are required to show the invest-

ment properties at their current market values 

in the Society’s Balance Sheet, and therefore we 

have had to include in the accounts a write-down 

of £234,093 in the Society’s investments. It is 

hoped that this write-down will be reversed by 

a recovery in property values in due course. The 

values of properties and listed investments are 

not matters that are in our hands and we look to 

the Lord to guide our affairs for his glory alone. 

Following the write-down, our reserves stood at 

£3,321,397 at 31 March 2018. Cash and bank bal-

ances remain healthy and we do not have liquid-

ity concerns. ■
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PTS Wickliffe Preacher 
Engagements
The Rev. Stephen Holland
(North of England) (Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Church)

January
Friday 18th
Zion Chapel, Grosvenor Park Road, 
Chester, CH1 1DE. 7pm.

Wednesday 23rd
Pemberton Free Grace Church, 
Rehoboth Chapel, 
Wardley Street, Pemberton, 
WN5 8BU. 7.45pm.

Sunday 27th
Free Presbyterian Church, St John’s Street, 
Bridlington, YO15 1JA. 11am.
Free Presbyterian Church, St John’s Street,
Bridlington, YO15 1JA. 6.30pm.

Monday 28th
Free Presbyterian Church, St John’s Street, 
Bridlington, YO15 1JA. 6.30pm.

February
Friday 22nd
Stanley Park Church, Walton Lane 
(top of Fountains Close) Liverpool, L4 4HQ. 8pm.

Sunday 24th
Measbro' Dyke Evangelical Church, 
Doncaster Road, 
Barnley, S70 1XE. 11am.
Measbro' Dyke Evangelical Church, 
Doncaster Road, 
Barnley, S70 1XE. 6.30pm.

‘Brethren pray for us’ 1 Thessalonians 5:25

Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

Monthly Prayer Meetings
First Thursday of the month

3rd January, 1.10–2 pm
7th February, 1.10-2 pm

PTS Head Office

Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks during 
January and February 2019

PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London
1.10–1.45 pm

Bitesize School of Theology

January
8th, Edward Malcolm
‘A brief history of wise men’

15th, Oliver Rice
‘The vital role of hope in the 
believer’s life’

22nd, 29th, Keith Berry
‘Christ in the Old Testament’

February
Various speakers and topics
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th

Tea and coffee provided.   

Contact the office for further 
details

Fleet
Street
Events
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Introduction
Peter writes very much as a concerned un-
der-shepherd. And as a good undershepherd he 
is concerned for the sheep—the people of God. 
No true shepherd would bury his head in the dirt 
and hide away from the predator wolves. Peter 
is alert to the dangers around him, and wants 
all others to be alert too. Part of being a loving 
shepherd, or a good soldier, is knowing your en-
emy—being able to spot them and the dangers 
they pose. It is for this reason that he continues to 
warn of the dangers facing the people of God. As 
an aged servant of Christ he knows that he won’t 
always be there in person to protect them. At the 
beginning of this Epistle he wrote, ‘knowing this 
that I must shortly put off this my tabernacle’ 
(2 Peter 1:14). Any concerned parent will know of 
the experience of issuing a concerned warning to 
their children. And so it is with the Apostle Peter.

I. Their Presence
It may sound surprising to learn that there were 
false teachers in the early church. Yet that is ex-
actly what is warned about. Take the words in 
verse 1 of chapter 2: ‘But there were false proph-
ets also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you.’ It is a great mistake 
to think that being within the walls of a church 
is a sure safeguard against error. If church histo-
ry and present trends are anything to go by, we 
learn that most heresy began within the church 
itself, or at least grew out of it. We ought not to 
be surprised by this as the devil ‘as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour’ 
(1 Peter 5:8).

It would even appear that these false teach-

ers were present at the Lord’s Table, for he says, 

‘…with their own deceivings while they feast 

with you’ (v13). The devil is not bashful when it 

comes to taking on the church of Christ—he is 

right there in the midst. He attacks from the in-

side, and we know the biggest threat is not from 

an enemy at a distance, but from one that is up 

close range.

II. Their Pride
One telling hallmark of a false teacher is their 
boastful and arrogant pride, ever drawing atten-
tion to themselves. We are given a number of ex-
amples of the pride of these false teachers. They 
have such pride that ‘presumptuous are they, 
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dig-
nities’ (v10). The term selfwilled has to do with 
living to please oneself. They are also presumptu-
ous, that is they are very bold. This is seen in their 
lack of fear to speak against authoritative powers. 
This could be any in place of authority, but could 
also include angelic beings. This arrogant pride 
cares not for the opinions of others, not even that 
of angelic beings of God. Do we not see this in 
some who care nothing for the doctrines of the 
church, or the long established creeds, or the con-
fessions of faith that have been long cherished by 
the people of God?

We have seen such people in every age. How 

often someone has broken away from the church 

to start their own little sect? Charles Taze Russell 

of the Watch Tower and Tract Society, or Joseph 

Smith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints are prime examples. We could add to that 

number the many individual self-styled internet 

bloggers and YouTube posters.

III. Their Blemish
These false teachers and boasters are a blemish 
and shame upon the true church of Christ. Their 
often extravagant lifestyles and behaviour cause 
the true people of God to blush with embarrass-

The revealing of false teachers

A sermon preached by the Rev. Stephen Holland on 2 Peter 2:13
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Spring Study Day 2019

ment. Yet they themselves hold no such shame, 
as we can see from Peter's words, ‘they that count 
it pleasure to riot in the day time’ (v13). Even the 
ungodly wait until the evening to engage in sinful 
pleasures; but not these people, they do it in the 
day. In our modern context this is best seen within 
the so-called health and wealth prosperity gospel. 
They hold no restraint in pleading for your money 
so as to continue their sensual lifestyles.

The people of God must be on the guard 

against this type of false gospel. We must also 

guard our own hearts as not to be influenced 

by it. The 10th commandment says: ‘Thou shalt 

not covet.’ Peter says that they have a heart ‘with 

covetous practices’ (v14). Christ did not die so you 

could have the best car in your driveway, or so 

that you could live the life of a rock star. He died 

that your sins may be forgiven. You are not prom-

ised success or happiness in this world.

IV. Their Influence
The false teacher is also a false Christian; they 
have never been born again of the Holy Spirit. 
Peter goes as far as to call them ‘cursed children’ 
(v14). The true child of God on the other hand 
is always described as blessed children. We are 
not cursed but blessed. Take courage from Paul’s 
words: ‘who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ’ (Ephesians 
1:3). This is never said of the unbeliever let alone 
of the false teacher. 

Peter is especially concerned for the young 

convert in Christ. He speaks of ‘beguiling unstable 

souls’ (v14). The picture here is of a hunter setting 

a trap to catch the unsuspecting prey. In verse 18 

he speaks of those ‘that were clean escaped from 

them who live in error.’ That is those who have 

recently escaped from their old ways. The recent 

believer who has had their heart awakened by 

the gospel and spiritual truths becomes easy prey 

to the false cults and teachers. Whether a young 

believer or a seasoned saint we must be on our 

guard and watch against all false gospels. Let us 

then hold fast to the Scriptures, while not neglect-

ing the historic Christian truths as expressed in 

our many confessions of faith—such as the Bap-

tist Confession of Faith or the Westminster Con-

fession of Faith etc. ■

‘This Annual General Meeting of the 
Protestant Truth Society held on Novem-
ber 12th 2018 gives thanks to Almighty 
God that Asia Bibi has justly been acquit-
ted of the charge of blasphemy. We call 
on the government of Pakistan to protect 
fully the freedom of Christians in their 
country. We also call on the British govern-
ment to uphold this freedom by offering 
her and her family asylum.’

The next Study Day will be held at 
Fleet Street on Saturday, 13 April, 
2019. The speaker will be Pastor 

Roland Burrows of Old Hill.

Booking essential as spaces are limited: contact 
Sarah Rae using details on back cover. 

Booking opens 13 March, 2019.

Discounts on books (not other items) 
available on the day.

10.45

11.30
12.00

1.00
2.00
3.00

Doors open – browse the bookshop, coffee 
and tea served
Devotions
First session
Lunch – bring your own, hot drinks provided
Second session
Close – the bookshop will stay open briefly

‘This Annual General Meeting of the 
Protestant Truth Society held on Novem-
ber 12th 2018 gives thanks to Almighty God 
that the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland has voted to leave the 
European Union, and that we shall leave on 
March 29th 2019. We call on all Christians 
to work and pray that this nation should 
return to the Protestant Christian faith on 
which her constitution is based.’

2018 PTS AGM Resolutions
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‘God is sovereign. He 
uses wrong thinking 
for the refining of his 

Church.’ 
This was one of the lessons 

for the Church today that was 
drawn from a brief history of 
the Synod of Dort. The speaker, 
Benedict Bird, argued that God 
could have snuffed out the op-
position of Arminianism, just 
as he could the opposition of 
Arianism in the fourth centu-
ry. In his wisdom, God did not, 
and the Church was guided to 
define the faith once delivered 
in terms of the ancient Creeds, 
and the more recent Confessions of Faith. The De-
crees of the Synod of Dort is one such example.

Beginning with an overview of the back-
ground to the calling of the Synod, Mr. Bird 
showed how the ideas being taught in the acad-
emies were soon to be found among the pastors 
being trained there. Those ideas then were pres-
ent in the churches to which those newly-trained 
pastors were called. Once the promoters of Ar-
minianism were in, their pleas for toleration 
turned into demands for the silencing of the or-
thodox—those who maintained the Calvinistic 
principles of the Protestant Reformation. Such 
was the social unrest this caused that the calling 
of the Synod became unavoidable, as no other 
means could be found for preventing further and 
greater trouble.

The key players on both sides were intro-
duced, with particular attention paid to the Brit-
ish delegation. This aspect, regarding the role 
of King James I both in pushing for the Synod, 
and in forbidding the British delegates to comit 

the Church of England to any 
change of doctrine, would be 
revisited in the questions at 
the end of the lecture.

The Decress of Dort (the 
‘Five Points’ of TULIP), were 
given their original place and 
order. The lesson is that we 
must teach the whole counsel 
of God, and not attempt, as 
Ariminius did, to systematize 
the two truths of God’s sov-
ereignty and man’s free will. 
Ariminius attempted to make 
theology acceptable to reason, 
whereas our reasons must be 
bound to God’s revealed truth.

The final part of the lecture dealt with the 
consequences of the Synod, whose decrees were 
adopted by all the Reformed Churches bar the 
Church of England. We were reminded that it is 
easy for churches to wander from the truth, and 
that the need to hold on to, maintain and teach 
the Confessions is as great today as it has ever 
been. The role of the civil authorities was noted, 
particularly the influence of both King James I 
and Prince Maurice of Orange.

The final lesson is that we are to be ever 
thankful for the care and provision God makes 
for the keeping of his Church. This is grace indeed.

The lecture was recorded, and may be heard 
by visiting our website, protestanttruth.com/au-
dio-sermons/. There are also recordings from a 
number of previous Lectures. ■

The 2018 Cambridge Lecture
‘The Synod of Dort: lessons for today‘s church’

by Edward Malcolm

Benedict Bird
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Winter Study Day
‘Living in the Spirit’

by Iain Jamieson

Geoff Thomas

It was with a sense of antic-
ipation that we gathered at 
the Protestant Truth Soci-

ety Bookshop on Fleet Street 
for the Winter Study Day on 
Saturday, 24 November, 2018. 
The title for the meetings was 
‘Living in the Holy Spirit’ and 
the invited speaker was the 
Rev. Geoff Thomas. It was a 
great encouragement to see 
a good number of Christians 
from various backgrounds 
meeting to hear God speak 
through his word. Indeed, 
some had travelled a consid-
erable distance to attend the 
meetings which is itself a testimony at a time 
when so many in our nation have little regard for 
the Scriptures.

After opening with a hymn of praise we were 
led in prayer and devotions by the Rev. Edward 
Malcolm. His chosen passage was Psalm 117, focus-
sing on our call and motivation to praise our God.

The first session was entitled ‘Asking for the 
Holy Spirit’ and our attention was directed to 
Luke 11: 9–13. Mr. Thomas’ warm and devotional 
exposition of these verses lifted our hearts to the 
Great promise Maker. Emphasis was laid on the 
fact that this promise is not for everyone, but for 
those who belong to Jesus Christ, a ‘family prom-
ise for the household of faith’. We were reminded 
that we must not ask God to fulfil promises He 
has not made, but rather on the basis of the clear 
promises of his word. This was applied to the 
promise of Joel 2 :28 and the generosity of God in 
giving his Spirit to those who ask. 

The break for lunch provided time to browse 
the bookshop and enjoy fellowship with one an-

other. One of the special ben-
efits of these Study Days is 
the opportunity to meet other 
believers who share the same 
desire to study and obey God’s 
word. 

Mr. Thomas pointed us to 
Romans 15:13 for the second 
session, ‘What the Holy Spirit’s 
power accomplishes’. Our time 
was spent thinking about the 
hope, joy and peace that are 
only available through trust in 
Jesus Christ. These are bless-
ing that the substitutes of the 
world cannot produce, but we 
have a message of hope for a 

world without Christ. 
It was a pleasure to spend a Saturday with 

God’s people under the sound of his word. We left 
with our minds engaged and our hearts edified, 
and I am certain that everyone would have said, 
‘Lord it is good for us to be here’.

The two sessions were recorded, and may be 
accessed through our website, at protestanttruth.
com/audio-sermons/. There are also recordings 
from the previous Study Days. ■
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‘Some pastors and teachers’
Part One of an extended review of Sinclair Ferguson’s book

by Dominic Stockford

When I first reviewed this book it was 

clear to me that a brief review was not 

nearly good enough if I was going to 

present the true value it contains. As I said in that 

review and as I hold, hav-

ing now read much of the 

book closely, this book is 

one of those which would 

be a vital component of 

any pastor’s library. Even 

if you can afford few 

books this one ought to be 

one of those on your shelf. 

It is, to sum up before I 

even begin, a veritable 

‘Pastor’s Compendium’, 

containing so much infor-

mation on so many sub-

jects, and so much encour-

agement, and so much 

exhortation, and so much 

teaching, that it is truly a 

book which will both help, 

and change, your minis-

try for the better. 

I justify that last com-

ment from personal experience, of course. How-

ever, once it is read, I am fairly certain that any 

Protestant and reformed Pastor will agree that it 

has benefitted them—and many who aren’t may 

not admit it, but they will be affected. As an ex-

ample, having read what I have so far, have been 

inspired to purchase three other books. They 

are, The Covenant of Grace by John Murray, On the 

Mortification of Sin’ by John Owen, and The Art of 

Prophesying by William Perkins. I won’t admit to 

having read them all yet, though I have read the 

short book by John Murray. However, by reading 

Sinclair Ferguson’s book I have been brought to 

see the importance of these volumes, and in-

spired to have hold of them so that I can, in due 

course, read and learn from them in their turn. I 

cannot think of another 

theology book (outside 

of the Bible, which is so 

much more than ‘a book’ 

anyway) that has inspired 

me to do any such thing. 

Don’t think I am claim-

ing this book is perfect, I 

am sure that people will 

have justifiable differenc-

es of opinion with some of 

what is written. However, 

because Sinclair Ferguson 

puts everything so po-

litely and pleasantly, and 

presents reasonable ar-

guments for his positions, 

there is no good reason to 

take offence. ‘Behold, how 

good and how pleasant 

it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity!’ (Psalm 

133:1), and it is also sometimes possible to dis-

agree pleasantly and remain in unity.

If I were to try to sum up why Sinclair Fergu-

son’s book has encouraged me so much, it would 

have to be because I find that he takes the compli-

cated and makes it accessible. This applies to the 

theology of the three authors mentioned above 

—which is why I have then been encouraged 

to purchase their books. I am no great intellect, 

and was never academically outstanding. But 

you can be like me, a bear of little brain, and still 

find that Sinclair Ferguson leads you to academic 
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and theological understanding that I previously 

thought beyond me. And into the bargain, leaves 

you wanting to learn and study more. 

As to the tome itself (and it is a tome, with 800 

odd pages and a considerable heft to it), I shall lay 

out briefly the subject matters, and then give some 

examples of what is to be found in the sections 

that I have so far read in a more detailed manner.

The book commences with a section con-

taining three chapters, each one speaking about 

a different Pastor-Teacher from a different era, 

John Calvin, John Owen, and John Murray. Whilst 

I knew little about Johns Murray and Owen, I 

have not long finished reading Calvin’s Company 

of Pastors (by Scott Manetsch), and was feeling 

up to date on John Calvin. However, I still found 

the chapter on him both edifying and educative. 

I learnt more, and was encouraged more by all 

three chapters. 

There is then a second section, 6 chapters 

long, dealing in more detail with various ele-

ments of the ministry and preaching of John Cal-

vin; followed by a third section, 9 chapters long, 

doing the same for both John Owen (its main 

focus) and other Puritan pastors and teachers. 

These two sections contain chapters focussed 

on issues such as the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

and on the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian; 

the doctrine and the person of Christ; The Lord’s 

Supper; and preaching the Law of God. The fourth 

section, of which I have now read some in detail, 

deals directly with the pastor and teaching over 

some 13 chapters. Nothing is skimped! And the 

last section, 8 further chapters, deals with the 

pastor and preaching. It may well be that many 

readers make a beeline for this section, and that 

wouldn’t be a bad thing at all. My quick read has 

already found it especially helpful. 

To put a bit of matter on the outline structure 

that I have provided I am now going to go over 

a few issues which readers may find helpful and 

which give a taste of what is on offer.

For instance, even though this book is beau-

tifully presented, and written in a winsome and 

accessible manner, Sinclair Ferguson doesn’t fail 

to call out that which should be called out. Includ-

ing, as I am sure readers of this magazine will be 

glad to hear, the Church of Rome and its theolo-

gy. For instance, in the chapter on Calvin and his 

Christology (7) he is clear about one of the dan-

gers of Roman theology regarding the church and 

the sacraments. He writes:

the Roman Catholic doctrine of the church 

and the sacraments demeans dominical 

teaching and minimizes the ministry of the 

Spirit. It focusses on the localisation of the 

physical body of Christ. This is precisely the 

danger against which Jesus warned the apos-

tles when he insisted that it was necessary for 

him to go, in order that he might come again 

to them in the new mode of the Spirit. But, 

says Calvin, ‘because we are carnal, nothing is 

harder than to tear from our minds this fool-

ish attitude by which we drag down Christ 

from heaven to us’.1

Even in those few words we can see that Sin-

clair Ferguson explains some of Calvin’s teaching, 

critiques a major issue within Roman doctrine, 

and teaches Biblical truth. All of which is achieved 

in an approachable and accessible manner. I have 

also made a special, highlighted note that Chap-

ter 20 (‘Scripture and Tradition’) is a very import-

ant chapter in laying out further errors in Roman 

thinking, which is therefore expressed in Roman 

theology. Even coming from my background 

within the Church of Rome I found the chapter 

not merely interesting, but helpful. He makes the 

helpful point there, for instance, that:

As Cardinal Ratzinger as much as admitted in 

his reaction to Geiselmann, there are major 

Roman doctrines that simply cannot be found 

in the Scriptures.2

Erroneous theology is significant, as it con-

demns many to think that they are sincere fol-

lowers of Christ when they are not. And thus we 

must challenge it, and as I have made clear this 

book does this. And it is not only Rome that is cri-

tiqued, but by implication others too. In Chapter 

15, on John Owen and ‘Christian Piety’, he states:

Theologically at a stroke it clears Owen’s evan-

gelicalism of the accusation that he makes 

p.122
p.392

1
2
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a loving Son placate a reluctant Father, and 

persuade him to have mercy. No! says Owen, 

the source and fountain of all our salvation is 

found in the loving heart of the Father.3

Those in the UK will recognise the finger-

prints of Steve Chalke within that theological er-

ror. And in the book others too, indirectly as well 

as directly, are criticised for significant failures 

of theology which lead people away from Christ 

and truth, not towards him. Chapter 18, for in-

stance, I have described in my notes as being an 

antidote to antinomianism. Something which is 

once again spreading through Protestantism and 

Evangelicalism—and therefore needs addressing 

with care. The first short paragraph of that chap-

ter (Preaching the Law of God: Reformers and 

Puritans) whets the appetite for the detail that 

follows:

The subject of the teaching and preaching of 

the Reformers and the Puritans on the subject 

of the law of God is both vast and exceedingly 

important simply because it was so central to 

their understanding of the Bible as a whole, 

and the Gospel in particular.4

This apologetic is only a small part of what 

is written however, and most of the text and the 

teaching is positive, focusing on the true teach-

ings of the gospel and on the individual pastors 

mentioned earlier, Calvin, Owen, Murray and Fla-

vel in the main. 

I have eagerly hoovered up teaching and en-

couragement from all the chapters so far read in 

detail. One passage in Chapter 10, on Puritans 

as Ministers of the Word, which I will not repeat 

here (I do after all want you to buy the book!) 

lays out the features characteristic of the struc-

ture of a Puritan sermon, and then summarises 

the method in three short sentences (p.174). Sen-

tences that I found so helpful I typed them out 

and pinned them to the board in my study. And 

on the following page the reader is brought up 

sharply by Sinclair Ferguson’s comment about 

their preaching: ‘Healing neuroses was not their 

p.283 
p.235

3
4

Please complete and return 
the 'My Donation' leaflet, 

enclosed with each copy of 
the January–February issue. 

If you did not receive a 
leaflet, please contact the 
office, and one will be sent

to you.

goal: a transformed life for the glory of God was.’

Whilst I could continue to extol the content of 

the first twenty-one chapters of this book (those 

I have read in detail), I intend in due course to 

write on the remaining chapters, to further en-

courage pastors and others, to find this book, to 

read it, and preferably to possess it. I wish I had 

possessed it when I began Reformed pastoral 

ministry eighteen years ago. But I am glad, and 

thankful, that I have it now. ■
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Book Review
by Edward Malcolm

The challenge posed by the theory of evolution 
to the historic Christian faith is plain to all. 
The challenge posed by Theistic Evolution 

(TE) is perhaps less obvious, not least because it 
purports to square the circle by accommodating the 
claims of Scripture and theology with the claims of 
science. It has drawn in a large number of people 
over the decades, even though leading atheistic 
evolutionists have scorned it as incoherent.

Philip Bell, CEO of Creation Ministries Interna-
tional, is a former postgraduate biomedical scien-
tist and then science teacher. He is theologically 
literate, a clear and able communicator, and a pas-
sionate defender of historic, orthodox Christianity. 
This book represents his exposé of the claims of TE. 
His critique is, in the opinion of this reviewer, dev-
astating.

Can the claims of TE bear to be tested alongside 
the doctrines of the Christian faith? In particular, 
how does TE measure up against doctrine in the ar-
eas of the attributes of God (chapter 2), the limits of 
Christ’s manhood (chapter 3), the extent of Christ’s 
deity (chapter 4), the problem of evil (chapter 5), the 
nature of mankind (chapter 6), the doctrines of sin 
(chapter 7), death (chapter 8), and salvation (chapter 

9), the future new creation (chapter 10), and mission 
(chapter 11)? In every case the author shows that it 
is only possible to retain a semblance of orthodoxy 
by evacuating Scripture of its plain meaning, or by 
accusing Christ and the apostles of ignorance, or by 
redefining the Christian gospel to such an extent 
that it ceases to be authentic.

Throughout the book Bell illustrates his argu-
ment with apposite quotations from a wide variety 
of authors, whose works are referenced in foot-
notes. Many Bible verses are quoted to show the 
true position, from various versions, and he often 
expounds verses to show that the attempts by TE to 
twist them are a departure from the historic under-
standing of the Church.

At bottom, is Scripture our supreme and final 
authority, or is it not? If not, what is? The spread of 
Darwin’s theory has undermined confidence in the 
authority of Scripture. But it was the pre-existing 
undermining of that authority through the Enlight-
enment and the Higher Critical move-ment that 
opened the door to Darwin in the first place. The 
lesson is clear; until the Church submits to the su-
preme authority of Scripture as God’s written word, 
errors will abound. ■

Evolution and the Christian Faith
Theistic evolution in the light of Scripture
Philip Bell

Day One
320pp • £10 • p/b
ISBN 978–1–84625–607–3
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In our last article we considered, in part, some 
of the wrong ways in which to engage with the 
lost: be it that of the street screecher or the pal-

ly smiler. We reject both ways as being poor exam-
ples of Christian behaviour. A sincere heart is no 
excuse for doing something wrong. If we are going 
to do something for the Lord, we want to be doing 
it right. So, while we reject the overly aggressive, 
and rude, street screecher, as we do with the com-
promising (almost capitulating) pally smiler, we 
will now take a look at the correct way of doing 
what the Lord has commanded.

The example of street preaching
Both Old and New Testaments are full of examples 
of preaching in the open air. There can be no legit-
imate reason for opposing street preaching. While 
it is true that none of us are Old Testament proph-
ets—they were given a specific call to proclaim 
(often in judgment) God’s message to his covenant 
people Israel—we are called to be New Testament 
saints. The example of proclaiming the good news 
of the gospel by the means of street proclamation 
is found in the New Testament. Note the differ-
ence! The OT prophet often, though not exclusive-
ly, was a proclaimer of judgment, and that upon 
God’s own covenant people Israel. The NT how-
ever has a different message and sound: that of 
proclaiming the good news of the gospel, and that 
to a fallen world made up of both Jew and Gentile. 
The Acts of the Apostles is surely a wonderful ex-
ample and guide to follow. We must read carefully 
what they did and said. For example, how many 
Christians would be surprised to learn that they 
never preached ‘God loves you’? And they most 
certainly never preached ‘God has a wonder-
ful plan for your life.’ How odd that would have 
been when we consider that all of the Apostles, 
bar one, suffered a martyr’s death for their com-
mitment to Christ. That wonderful plan for their 
lives was a cruel death. But what did they preach? 

They preached good news. A mere screaming that 
people are wicked sinners that are going to burn 
in hell hardly sounds like good news! There most 
certainly needs to be a sound of warning to the 
lost, but never at the expense of proclaiming the 
good news of the gospel, and God’s saving grace.

For the Apostles the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ was central. Having observed some 
street preaching in both the UK and the USA, 
the central truths of the Christian faith are often 
lacking, while a condemnation of the wicked is in 
the forefront of their message. We need more pro-
claiming of a crucified and resurrected Christ. For 
the Apostle Paul it was ‘Christ in you, the hope of 
glory’ (Colossians 1:27). What hope there is for a 
fallen world! ‘Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins’ (Acts 13:38). But 
that hope is only realised when faith and repen-
tance are given by the Eternal God. Let us then 
follow the example of the early church and always 
preach a crucified and a resurrected Jesus Christ, 
with a call to faith in him and a call to repentance, 
‘testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Acts 20:21).

Engaging on a personal level
We will say a little on engaging on a one-to-one 
basis with the lost. That most people come to faith 
in Christ from a personal contact is without ques-
tion. Yet as we engage we must be aware of the 
danger of watering down the message, all in the 
hope of being nice. A perfect example of this be-
haviour is the present Archbishop Justin Welby. 
He appears to be more concerned with being nice 
and acceptable than with being faithful and true 
to the message of the Bible. A doctor who merely 
smiles at the patient and hides the awful truth of 
their condition, all in the guise of being nice, is no 
true doctor or friend ■

Protestant Perspectives
Engaging with the lost (part 2)

by Stephen Holland
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