
‘Altogether just’
Page 21

Assurance
Page 34

The Atonement  
Page 30

March–April 2019  •  Vol 25, No 2   

PROTESTANT
TRUTH



3 Protestant Truth November–December 2018

Cover photograph
©Rob Wilson/Shutterstock.com

21

‘Altogether just’ – Editorial

In the News

The Scapegoat

Wickliffe Preacher engagements

Children’s Page 

‘The Atonement’ 

‘The need for exhortation’ – a sermon

 Assurance, from various authors 

Books on The Atonement (advertisement)

Book Review 

Protestant Perspectives

21

23

25

27

29

30

32

34

36

38

40

Head Office
184 Fleet Street
London EC4A 2HJ

Tel: 020 7405 4960
office@protestanttruth.com
www.protestanttruth.com

All subscriptions, changes of address
and circulation queries should be
addressed to the Head Office

Honorary Editor
Edward Malcolm

Price
£1.75 per copy (bi-monthly)

Subscription
(per annum including postage)
UK £14.00
Non-UK (Air) £18.00
Non-UK (Surface) £15.00

Advertising
Approved advertisements 
welcomed
Full page £80.00
Half page £55.00
Quarter page £40.00

Bankers
CAF Bank Ltd
25 Kings Hill Avenue
Kings Hill
West Malling
ME19 4JQ

Sort Code  40–52–40
Account Number 00032064

Registered Charity 
Number 248505



23

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ran 
from 18 to 25 January 2019. The theme 
this year was ‘Justice, and only justice, you 

shall pursue’, taken from Deuteronomy 16:18–20. 

Those denominations and congregations that 

are influenced by the ecumenical movement are 

usually supportive of the Week. The ecumenical 

aim was given prominence on the Vatican News 

website as it quoted the Bishop of Rome. ‘Again, 

this year we are called to pray so that all Chris-

tians may once again be a single family, 

according to God’s will “so that they 

may all be one”.’ The Week ‘aims 

“to develop a common and 

consistent witness that pro-

motes true justice and sup-

port for the weakest through 

responses that are concrete, 

appropriate and effective”.’ 

(<https://www.vaticannews.

va/en/pope/news/2019-01/

pope-francis-christian-unity-gen-

eral-audience-appeal.html>) 

What is the connection, one might ask, 

between the words of Deuteronomy 16:18–20 

and the theme outlined by the Pope? The pas-

sage reads, in the Authorised Version, ‘Judges 

and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee, throughout 

thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with 

just judgment. Thou shalt not wrest judgment; 

thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a 

gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and 

pervert the words of the righteous. That which is 

altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou may-

est live, and inherit the land which the Lord thy 

God giveth thee.’ This is, without doubt, a call to 

justice, to the upholding of justice, and to the ad-

ministration of justice in the place where justice 

is to be sought. Here are warnings against twist-

ing judgment, and against any type of favou-

ritism. Gifts are not to be received, for even the 

wise and righteous will be corrupted by bribes. 

Only true justice is to be administered.

Many will be inclined to voice wholeheart-

ed support for such instruction, and no doubt 

the courts of many nations would be greatly 

improved by the implementation of true stan-

dards of justice. This, however, brings us to the 

crux of the issue. By what standard is 

the appointed judge or officer to ad-

minister the justice that lies in his 

hand? Consider the title of the 

biblical book in which these 

words appear—Deuteronomy, 

the Second Law. This book re-

cords the summary of Israel’s 

history, with the details of her 

law. The period of history un-

der review is what followed the 

exodus, and it leaves the Israelites 

in the wilderness but about to enter 

Canaan. The law reviewed in this book is 

the whole of the law as given by the Lord God on 

Sinai. It is the Ten Commandments (5:6–21) with 

examples and cases given to illustrate the inter-

pretation and application of that law.

On this basis, true justice—what the judges 

and officers were commanded to administer im-

partially and without personal profit—is what 

God himself has revealed. True justice is to love 

the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all 

our soul, and with all our might (Deuteronomy 

6:5). True justice is to teach this to our children, 

and to remember it even in the midst of wealth 

and blessing. True justice is to admit that such 

good laws are a part of our salvation. All of this 

is taught in Deuteronomy 6.

‘Altogether just’

The Honorary Editor
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True justice is the avoiding of ‘mixed mar-
riages’, the refusing to countenance false reli-
gion, and the placing of complete trust in our 
God, and in his power and readiness to deliver. 
All of this is taught in Deuteronomy 7. 

True justice is to be humble under the Lord, 
knowing that our salvation is of him. True jus-
tice is to confess that we have all our blessings, 
including our daily bread, from the Lord. True 
justice is to remember this when the degree of 
blessing we enjoy might otherwise permit 
us to think that we have received all 
this by our own might. So chap-
ter 8.

True justice is to confess 
that all our deliverances 
have been from the Lord’s 
hand, and that our tenden-
cy is to rebel against him—
and that he spares because 
he abides by the terms of his 
covenant. The more we learn 
to see the Lord’s hand on us for 
good, the more readily we see that 
our duty, as well as our love, requires 
us to serve the Lord according to his word. This 
is just.

By the time we read chapter 12 we have been 
reminded of the Lord’s power to deal with rebels, 
as well as of his mercy in dealing with the righ-
teous. When the Lord God is worshipped aright, 
and when his laws and statutes are observed 
with a sincere heart and a right understanding, 
the effect will be divine blessing on us. The treat-
ment of strangers, the fatherless and the widows, 
the laws regarding servants (chapters 15, 23 and 
24), and many other matters arise from the fact 
that God has revealed himself to be just, and that 
true justice is to be obedient to his laws. Read on 
in this book, and see how this principle applies 
over and over again.

As to the modern attitude of agitating to 
change laws, or to protest against things we 
consider to be improper, remember the words of 
32:35, ‘To me belongeth vengeance, and recom-
pense.’ The Lord has stored up a treasurehouse 
full of judgments for those who oppose him, 
and who persecute his people. Job speaks to this 

point, Job 38:22–23, regarding the Lord’s power 
over the weather.

All of this gives the lie to the much-vaunted 
claim that scriptural calls to justice are about po-
litical and social matters. It is true that, where 
the gospel flourishes, the conditions in which 
people live tend to be greatly improved. How-
ever, it is not true that the task of Christians is 
to stand up for social justice. The Apostle Paul is 
taken to task by some today for failing to speak 

out against the slavery of the Roman 
world, and for supporting the pa-

triarchal society of his day. This 
is to completely miss Paul’s 

point. The Christian gospel is 
not given to change our sit-
uation on earth before men, 
but our eternal state before 
God. Paul taught slaves and 
masters to cope with the 

institution of slavery in a 
Christian and God-honouring 

manner. Paul taught husbands 
and wives to behave towards each 

other in a way that glorifies the Lord Je-
sus Christ and not by the standards of pride and 

selfishness that can so easily overtake us.
Above all, true justice is to give God his place. 

This means having no other God before him, of 
avoiding even the semblance of idols, of wor-
shipping him from the heart and not in word 
only, and of using aright the day of rest he has 
so graciously given us. True justice is to honour 
our parents, to recognise the sanctity of life, to 
deal honestly with all in material things and 
in what we say, and to be utterly content with 
whatever the Lord provides. True justice, after 
all, is not measured by our standard, but by the 
Lord’s. No amount of social agitation or politi-
cal activism will bring about true justice. Only 
repentance towards God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ will bring about true justice. 
Of course, the Scripture is abundantly plain that 
any who refuse this will face true justice—the 
aweful, eternal wrath of God, pronounced on all 
who will not repent. Let us seek true justice, and 
that true Christian unity that belongs to all who 
are new creatures in our Lord Jesus Christ. ■

Only 
repentance 

towards God 
and faith toward 

our Lord Jesus 
Christ will bring 

about true 
justice 
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In the News
The cost of discipleship 
Members of a church in Nottinghamshire have 
reportedly lost large sums of money supporting 
a failed Christian musical. Around 30 people had 
given some £500,000 to the project, which went 
bust with debts of over £2.5 million.

The musical, based on the Genesis account 
of Adam and Eve, was meant—according to one 
person who lost money—to be ‘a God-given tool 
to win nations, to change the world.’ It is said 
that members of the congregation were pres-
sured into giving money, although that has been 
denied by at least one of the organisers.

One feels sorry for people who have given 
money in good faith to projects that have aimed 
very high but fallen very low. It would be legit-
imate to ask the leaders of the church why they 
thought they had a better way of evangelising 
than by preaching the God-ordained, God-given 
gospel of grace. It may be very unfashionable, 
but then it has never been anything else. As St 
Paul affirms, ‘it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.’ 

Abortion on the Isle of Man
The Isle of Man has become the first part of the 
British Isles to completely decriminalise abor-
tion. Whereas abortion is usually legal in certain 
circumstances in England, Wales and Scotland, it 
is subject to criminal and not medical regulation 
and law.

Under the new Manx law, abortion will be 
permitted for any reason up to 14 weeks, with 
midwives and pharmacists, as well as doctors, 
being able to prescribe medication to terminate 
the pregnancy. A more specific set of regulations 
govern abortions between 15 and 23 weeks (‘in 

cases of foetal anomaly or serious social reasons’ 
according to the BBC, reporting on 1 May, 2018). 
Between 24 weeks and birth, abortion will per-
mitted if the mother's life is in danger, or if there 
is a risk of serious defect or of the infant dying 
very soon.

Much is made by the advocates of abortion 
regarding the supposedly limited circumstances 
in which later abortions may be had, but the re-
ality is that our nation accepts—and indeed usu-
ally approves—abortion on demand. We hear all 
about the rights of women, but nothing about 
the rights of the living but as yet unborn child.

Divorce and mental health
A report published in the journal Social Science 
and Medicine has made the national news (Dai-
ly Telegraph, 17 January, 2018). In it, the authors 
consider statistics relating to the age of the chil-
dren when their parents divorce. If the marriage 
ends before the child is three, there is no appar-
ent effect on mental health. The impact is most 
severe where the child is aged between three 
and fourteen.

As the newspaper report goes on to mention, 
some four in ten marriages end in divorce in the 
UK. The research makes clear the harmful nature 
of family breakdown, and partly explains the in-
crease in instances of mental health issues being 
reported in children.

The less people are influenced by the gospel, 
the less able they are to cope with the stresses 
and strains of life in a fallen world. This is as true 
for married people—and those living together 
but not married—as for their children. Sadly, di-
vorce is set to become even easier thanks to the 
proposed ‘no-fault’ divorces. No reason need be 
alleged, and no resistance may be offered.
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Catholic Truth
The Catholic Truth Society bookshop closed on 
31 January, 2019. Located in Victoria, London, 
in the shadow of Westminster Cathedral, the 
shop had operated for 90 years. In common with 
many bookshops, it had struggled to be profit-
able. The end of the present lease and the expect-
ed rent increase meant the shop would need to 
move. The search for new premises proved un-
successful.

George Rae recalls the words of the late Al-
fred Kensit. ‘All the while there is a Catholic 
Truth Society there must be a Protestant Truth 
Society.’ The CTS bookshop may have closed, but 
their publications will continue. So must ours, 
as we seek to encourage Protestant believers to 
maintain the faith once delivered to the saints, 
and to exhort members of the Roman Catholic 
Church to see the serious errors of that system.

There is a lesson here: bookshops only sur-
vive when people buy from them. It is not pos-
sible for a high street bookshop to compete with 
the online retailers, and we know that the Lord’s 
people are not generally well off. However, every 
purchase you make from us helps us to continue 
our presence and witness. If you value the PTS, 
please support us in every way you can.

Nuns in numbers
Women’s religious orders are once again becom-
ing more popular after long years of decline. 
This is according to a report in The Catholic Her-
ald on 17 January, 2019. Several new Orders have 
come into existence in the last 30 years, and 
their numbers are said to be increasing. The old-
er contemplative Orders are also seeing a renew-
al of interest.

Among the reasons why this change might 
be taking place is the appeal of the old and 
traditional. Even the new Orders require their 
members to wear habits with veils of one type or 
another. Then there is the work they are doing, 
much of which is community-based, and aims to 
help young people by providing activities and 
support.

If the Protestant churches of Britain were 
more obedient to the command to preach the 
gospel, would religious Orders be as appealing?

‘That which is not bread’
Those attending the World Youth Day 2019 will 
be given a rosary made specially in Bethlehem. 
According to the report on the Vatican News 
website, some 200 families have spent months 
making one million rosaries for the event. The 
work has been funded by the Roman Catho-
lic charity Aid to the Church in Need. They say 
that numbers of Christians in Bethlehem have 
declined at an enormous rate over the past 70 
years, a consequence of the economic hardship 
brought about by the political situation.

The Protestant Dictionary entry for the rosary 
is instructive.

The term is said to derive from rosarius, a 
chaplet of roses. In the Church of Rome it is 
used to describe a form of prayer to the Vir-
gin, made up of fifteen decades of Aves, each 
decade being preceded by the Lord’s Prayer, 
and followed by the Gloria. This form is di-
vided into three parts, each composed of five 
decades, and called a corona or chaplet. The 
five decade Rosary is the one in ordinary use. 
Humboldt [the explorer] found the Rosary in 
use among the natives of Mexico (vol 2, p. 20). 
It is commonly employed among the Brah-
mins of Hindustan, and is constantly referred 
to in the Hindu sacred books (The Two Baby-
lons by Hislop). Sir John F. Davis, in his book 
China (vol 1, p.391), says, ‘There is a small rosa-
ry of eighteen beads, which which the bonzes 
[Buddhist teachers] count their prayers and 
ejaculations exactly as the Romish ritual. The 
famous statue of Diana at Ephesus showed 
the goddess with a rosary round her neck.

But the Church of Rome invented an origin 
for the rosary entirely different. We are told 
that the Blessed Virgin instructed St Dominic 
in the use of the rosary, and thus armed, sent 
him forth to do battle with the Albigenses. 
This version of the origin of the rosary has 
been accepted by no fewer that eight Popes.

From Bethlehem, the House of Bread, came 
the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ. Rosaries are no 
substitute for bread, nor are they true prayer. ■
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The Scapegoat
by Edward Malcolm

What is there in Scripture that might 
lead us to a deeper and more profit-
able understanding of the sacrifice 

of our Lord Jesus Christ? There are a number of 
things, including prophecy, example and type. 
Among the prophetic passages we have Isaiah 
53, which is surely the most precious portion for 
those who humbly rejoice in the substitutionary 
nature of Christ’s self-offering. Among the exam-
ples we have David, whose sufferings before he 
came to the throne teach us to expect the suffer-
ings of Christ in his active obedience. Among the 
types we have the whole of the sacrificial system 
instituted at Sinai, and presided over by the 
priesthood in the tabernacle and temple.

One part of the crucifixion narrative that can 

leave us perplexed is the cry from the cross, ‘My 

God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ We 

know these words are quoted from Psalm 22:1, 

but is there anything in the Old Testament that 

might shed light on their significance? I suggest 

that an examination of the law of the scapegoat 

might be instructive.

Leviticus 16 records the institution, by di-

vine revelation, of the law of the atonement. We 

have in verses 1–2 the background to the law; in 

verses 3–4 the clothing Aaron is commanded to 

wear; in verse 5 the sacrificial victims the people 

are to provide; in verses 6–19 the sacrifices Aar-

on is to offer for himself and how he is to deal 

with the victims supplied by the people; in vers-

es 20–22 the law of the scapegoat; and in vers-

es 23–34 the aftermath of the sacrifices. A fuller 

breakdown will be found in Currid, J, Leviticus 

(EP, 2004, p.213).

The timing of this law is significant. There is 

a clear statement in verse 1 that it followed the 

death of Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s sons, record-

ed in chapter 10. They died because they ‘offered 

strange fire before the Lord’ (10:1–2). Just what 

that strange fire was is not stated, but the law of 

incense taught plainly that only a certain mix-
ture was to be offered before the Lord. It may be 
that they ignored the command, and offered as 
incense whatever they considered to be suitable. 
If so, they were guilty of taking lightly the sol-
emn command of God, and of placing too much 
confidence in their own wisdom and authority. 
After this incident, Leviticus records five chap-
ters of laws concerning those things that make 
a person ritually unclean, and therefore unable 
to enter the sanctuary to offer sacrifice. It is to be 
noted that such uncleanness did not necessarily 
make a person morally culpable, but it did make 
the ritually unacceptable. Furthermore, the 
range of circumstances in which a person might 
become unclean are such that, at some point, 
everyone will come under the condemnation 
of these laws. The effect is to teach that there is 
nobody who will be able to enter God’s presence 
acceptably, but that all must be cleansed from all 
filthiness. This extends to the priest who must 
only enter the Holy of holies after he has washed 
his body and put on clean linen clothing. He 
must offer a sacrifice to atone for his own sins 
before he can enter to purify the Holy of holies 
by the sprinkling of blood and by the burning of 
incense before the Lord.

Of the victims supplied by the people, one 
goat, chosen by lot, is left alive. It is not sacri-
ficed in the tabernacle but the high priest lays 
his hands on its head and confesses over it the 
sins of the people, verse 10, 20–22. A fit or proper 
individual is then to lead this goat into the wil-
derness, into an uninhabited place, and leave it 
there.

Various other rituals and sacrifices follow, 
but for our purposes we have said enough about 
the facts. What is their significance, and what is 
their relevance to the cry of dereliction?

The significance of the matter is seen when 
we understand that the leading away of the 
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scapegoat is not about taking sins away from 
the people, but about taking away the sins of the 
people from the presence of the Lord. The Holy 
of holies has been purified by the purified high 
priest. He has atoned for the polluting sins of 
all who have offered sacrifice in the tabernacle 
during the previous year. This means the wrath 
of God against such polluting sins is appeased, 
and the way is open for mercy to be shown. Then 
he confesses over the goat the sins of the nation, 
and all their transgressions. The goat that now, 
typically, bears the sins of the nation, is led away 
from all people into the wilderness. Their sins 
have been removed far from them. ‘As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12).

And what of the goat? Would it not cry out 
in the wilderness, knowing fear from predators, 
suffering from the onslaught of the sun, hunger 
from the lack of food, and thirst from the lack of 
water? To whom would it look, but to the hand 
of the man who led it there? It cries to him, Why 

have you left me here? It does not understand 
that it bears the sins of the people, and that it 
can never return to them. Most likely it will per-
ish in the wilderness, but before it does it knows 
abandonment.

Christ is the antitype of which the scapegoat 
is the type. He bears away the sins of the peo-
ple, carrying on his own head our transgressions 
and sins, all our iniquities. He bears them away, 
not from us but from the presence of the Father. 
Wrath and damnation would be ours if Christ 
did not remove our sins from the sight of God. 
Yet he is the innocent victim, and he must bear 
sins he has not committed, and be driven away 
to save others from the effect and consequence 
of their own corrupt natures. As the innocent 
victim the sense of dereliction is incomprehen-
sible. As the sin-bearer, the dereliction is proof 
that he has indeed borne our sin. We know that 
his atoning death is effectual because he knew 
that he was forsaken of his Father when he bore 
our sins in his body on the tree. ■

‘Churches in the City of London 
and their Puritan connection’

Saturday 30th March
(further dates to be announced)

Guide: Pastor Keith Berry
Contact Sarah Rae for more details, and to book 
020 7405 4960 or sarah@protestanttruth.com

Walk 1 of 3

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WALK
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PTS Wickliffe Preacher 
Engagements
The Rev. Stephen Holland
(North of England) (Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Church)

The Rev. Regan King
(London–Auxilliary Preacher) (Pastor, The Angel Church, Islington)

March
Friday 7th
Halling Baptist Church, Halling, Kent, ME2 1BE.
‘The Same God? Judaism, Christianity, and Islam’, 7pm. (RK)

Sunday 24th
Grace Baptist Church, 
Gray Street, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2NT. 11am. (SH)
Grace Baptist Church, 
Gray Street, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2NT. 6pm. (SH)

Monday 25th
Bethel Evangelical Church, 
Clarence Street, Bolton, BL1 2DQ. 10.30am. (SH)

April
Wednesday 3rd
Wensleydale Evangelical Church, 
High Street, Leyburn, DL8 5AQ. 7.30pm. (SH)

Tuesday 9th
Broughton Evangelical Church, Little Broughton, 
nr Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0XA . 7.30pm. (SH)

Sunday 28th
Grace Baptist Church, 
Gray Street, Workington, Cumbria. CA14 2NT. 11am. (SH)
Grace Baptist Church,
Gray Street, Workington, Cumbria. CA14 2NT. 6pm. (SH)

‘Brethren pray for us’ 1 Thessalonians 5:25

Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

Monthly Prayer Meetings
First Thursday of the month

7th March, 1.10–2 pm
4th April, 1.10-2 pm

PTS Head Office

Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks during 
March and April 2019

PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London
1.10–1.45 pm

Bitesize School of Theology

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
April 2nd, 9th, 16th, 30th

All Things Made New by John Flavel 
Various speakers

Tea and coffee provided.   

Contact the office for further details

Fleet
Street
Events
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Trust and obey

BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

Children naturally trust their parents. It is the job of 
mothers and fathers to look after their little ones, 
to feed and clothe them, and to love them. Parents 
bring their children up, teaching them how to live. 
Children trust that they are being cared for, and 
will be cared for, by their parents.

As children get older they learn that it is not wise 
to trust their parents for everything. A mother’s 
kisses make bruises hurt less, but they cannot 
remove serious illness. A father’s strength makes 
us feel safe when we are with him, but cannot help 
us when we have to go out alone. Children learn 
that there are some things they cannot trust their 
parents for – not because they do not love their 
children, but because there is a limit to what any 
parent can do. This is perhaps one of the reasons 
why children sometimes find it hard to tell their 
parents about things that happen to them; they 
know their mother or father cannot make some 
things go away.

There is a Father in heaven who is not limited. 
God made us, individually and personally. We 
are precious to him. He teaches us to love him, 
because he has prepared only good things for us. 
In his word, the Bible, there are many promises of 
blessing, mercy and grace. These promises are not 
vague, nor are they made without thought. These 
promises help us to know who God is, what sort of 
God he is, and what he thinks of us.

How can we receive the promises? Only through 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. Every promise of 
God, every word he has spoken for our good, rests 
on the coming, the obedience, the sacrificial death, 
the resurrection and the ascension of the Saviour. 
We have to belong to the Lord Jesus if we would 
have the promises of our Father in heaven. How 
do we belong to the Lord Jesus? By trusting him. 
This means we believe in him as the Saviour, the 
one who bore our sins. We believe in him as the 
Redeemer, who died to pay the debt we owe for 
our sins. We believe in him as the Good Shepherd, 
who lays down his life for the sheep.

And if we trust him we will also obey him. Some 
children obey their parents because they are 
afraid of them. Most obey because they love and 
are loved. The love of the Lord Jesus is shown by 
his dying for us. To trust him and obey him is only 
reasonable, since he has done so much for us.

You may know the words of a hymn, ‘When we 
walk with the Lord,’ that has this chorus:

Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way

To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey. 

 
Memory Verse:
‘I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my 
fortress: my God; in him will I trust.’

Psalm 91:2
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WHO 
CAN WETRUST

Proverbs
29:25

?
Who were the Jews told not to trust? 
(2 Kings 18:30)

What is the trust of hypocrites like? 
(Job 8:14)  

In whom should we trust? 
(Psalm 4:5)

What do some trust in? 
(Psalm 20:7)

Those who trust in the Lord commit what 
to him? (Psalm 37:5)

What weapons will not save us? 
(Psalm 44:6)

At what time should we trust the Lord? 
(Psalm 56:3)

At what other time should we trust the Lord? 
(Psalm 62:8)

In what should we not trust? 
(Psalm 62:10)

From when may we begin to trust the Lord? 
(Psalm 71:5)

How much should we trust the Lord? 
(Proverbs 3:5)

What were the people wrong to trust in? 
(Ezekiel 16:5)

Trusting in what makes it hard to 
enter God’s kingdom? (Mark 10:24)

What was committed to Paul’s trust? 
(1 Timothy 1:11)

The fear of man bringeth a snare: 
but whoso putteth his trust in the 
Lord shall be safe.
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Now while it is evident from Scripture 
that the atonement is a mystery of the 
Christian faith, like the Incarnation, it 

is equally evident that, like the Incarnation, it is 

a fact of the most vital and momentous charac-

ter. It is also equally evident, indeed of necessity 

follows, that it is not a mere theory. Yet, though 

this is so, theories1 of the Atonement have long 

abounded, ‘transaction’ or ‘ransom’ theories, ‘sat-

isfaction’ or ‘substitution’ theories, ‘governmen-

tal’ or ‘acceptilation’ theories, while at the pres-

ent time the so-called ‘moral influence’ theory 

is very generally ac cepted and taught. On an ex-

amination of these so-called ‘theories’ all seems 

to point to the con clusion that the leading expo-

nents of the same in the past, such as Anselm 

and Abelard, together with their many followers, 

have emphasised, or rather over-emphasised, 

more or less certain aspects of the Atonement, 

to the detriment of other important factors, or 

have, as in the case of Abelard, belittled the most 

vital aspect of all. 

In reality it is a misnomer to designate the 

views or systems of these writers ‘theories’ at 

all, for each contains some true and real element 

of the Atonement as revealed in the Holy Scrip-

tures. Another modern tendency which needs 

to be mentioned is the objection to the forensic2 

terms used or implied in the Scriptures with ref-

erence to the doctrine of the Atonement, terms 

such as are commonly used in courts of justice, 

as, for example, satisfaction to a broken law, 

penalty for sin, ransom for sinners, redemption 

price by blood, whilst exception is taken by some 

to such expres sions as ‘the wrath of God,’ ‘the 

wrath of the Lamb,’ as being incompatible with 

the nature of God who is love. But against this 

objection the experience of multitudes through 

1 The creditor remits the debt without payment (ed)
2 See Smeaton, Doctrine of the Atonement, pp. 12, 13

the past centuries can be placed, showing that 

the grave nature of the Atonement and its ne-

cessity as set forth in the Scriptures have been 

brought home to the hearts and consciences of 

guilty sinners more effectually by the use of fo-

rensic language, meaning what it says, than by 

any toning down of Divine revelation, a toning 

down which emasculates the Atonement of its 

vital saving truths and makes the Word of God 

and the New Covenant sealed by the Saviour’s 

precious blood of none effect. 

To take up, then, the exposition of our subject 

from the evangelical point of view, our belief is 

that there is no fact more abundantly proved in 

the Scriptures than the fact of the Atonement. 

As a fact it is the very essence of the New 

Testa ment teaching, a cardinal doctrine through-

out, and is ‘the central truth of Christianity and 

the great theme of Scripture.’ 

For all through the Scriptures the chief object 

of revelation is seen to be ‘the unfolding of this 

method of reconciliation by which men, once 

estranged from God (through sin), might be re-

stored to a right relation, and even to a better 

than their primeval standing.’ 

The need for the Atonement premises some 

terrible necessity. And Scripture declares this 

necessity to be due to sin. For it is for sin that 

Atonement is made. What then is sin? 

Sin in the Scriptures is declared to be 

‘lawless ness,’ ‘a specific evil, an evil so offensive 

and malignant, and attended with consequences 

so sweeping and disastrous, as to necessitate a 

separa tion between the holy God and those who 

commit it—a separation which can only be re-

moved by means which shall leave the character 

and govern ment of God uncompromised, and 

shall stay the ravages of so fearful a plague.’

This separation is necessarily inevitable, as, 

from his nature as an infinitely holy God, God 

The Atonement

The Rev. C.H. Titterton
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must always hate sin and withdraw from the 
sinner. For his displeasure against sinners is a 
real and terrible thing. ‘His wrath is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness’ (Romans 1:18). 

The effects of sin, therefore, are immense, for 
they comprehend the loss of innocence, and of 
original righteousness, and, above all, 
the loss of fellowship and commu-
nion with God. Sin has effectually 
involved mankind in spiritual 
death. For ‘the wages of sin is 
death.’ This death comprehends 
death both of body and soul. As to 
the body, it has become ‘this cor-
ruptible’; as to the soul, it is ‘dead in 
trespasses and sins,’ ‘alienated from 
the life of God,’ and is under the sentence 
of ‘everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord.’ Into this lost and fallen condition, this 
condition of depravity, the whole human race 
has come through the sin of one (Romans 5:12), 
and so the whole race is a fallen race and lies 
under condemnation. For ‘all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23). In 
view of man kind’s helpless and hopeless condi-
tion God him self intervened and wrought a great 
salvation by means of sacrificial mediation. The 
Divine plan of salvation as revealed in the Scrip-
tures presents God as Just and the Justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus, who is declared to 
be the One Mediator with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous, and Propitiation for our sins. The 
Old Testament sacrificial system which God gave 
to Israel in the time of the Theocracy continual-
ly kept God’s holiness in view and showed the 
vital necessity of expiation for sin if man were 
to be in the position to approach his Maker; the 
conscious ness of this necessity was most of all 
driven home on the Great Day of Atonement. In 
the Old Testament the Atonement is dealt with in 
the fullest manner in type, while the New Testa-
ment presents the great reconciliation between 
God and man, as effected by the Great Antitype, 
the Lord Jesus Christ upon the Cross at Calvary; a 
recon ciliation which showed that the separation 
between God and man was done away and that 
man through simple faith in Jesus could step on 

to redemption ground. 
How unmistakably the Lord Jesus applied 

the Old Testament prophecies and predictions, 
the types concerning the Suffering Messiah and 
Servant of the Lord to himself, all pointing to a 
coming expiation for sin, is seen in the following 
passages. For after his resurrection he opened 

up the Scriptures as to their true content 
and meaning to his disciples, saying, 

‘Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his 
glory? And beginning at Moses, 
and all the prophets, he expound-
ed unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself.’ 

‘And he said unto them, These are 
the words which I spake unto you, 

while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in the 

law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their 
understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures, and said unto them, Thus it is writ-
ten, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise again from the dead the third day: and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem’ (Luke 24:44–47). The key to the 
interpretation of the Old Testament Scriptures is 
thus given by the Risen Lord himself. It is to be 
noticed in the foregoing passages that the Lord 
points not only to his sufferings, death and res-
urrection, but also to the great positive result of 
all—namely, the forgiveness of sins. Here a direct 
relation is declared to exist between human sin 
and his death. This was the great fundamental 
preaching of Paul afterwards: ‘I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures’ (1 Corinthians 15:3). The same was 
also the preaching of the other Apostles. ■

The above extract is taken from a volume enti-
tled, Evangelicalism: Essays by Members of the 
Fellowship of Evangelical Churchman, 1925.

Reference is made in footnote 2 to George 
Smeaton's excellent work on the Atonement. See p. 
36–37 for details of these and related titles.

the 
separation 

between God 
and man was 

done away
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Although the Epistle to the Hebrews does 
not display its human author, many be-
lieve it to have been the apostle Paul. He 

is, after all, one of the few writers of Scripture 
qualified to write such a masterpiece. Timothy 
was a close companion and fellow worker of Paul, 
and he is mentioned in Hebrews 13:23. We do not 
know of anyone else to whom Timothy was a fel-
low worker. The customary ‘token’ of Paul, seen 
in all of his epistles, (2 Thessalonians 3:17–18) is 
also applied to the Hebrews. That ‘token’? ‘The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.’ No 
other New Testament writer uses such. But why 
the anonymity? Could it be to have avoided any 
form of prejudice creeping in? Or maybe to show, 
in line with the writer’s theme, that Christ really 
is greater than all?

I. The Danger
One of the great dangers for the Christians to 
whom the letter was being written was that of 
going back under the Old Testament system. 
Though none of them had actually been killed 
for their faith (Hebrews 12:4), they were fearful 
of persecution to come. They thought it would be 
better for them to be still under Moses, and all 
that was connected with the Old Testament. Isn’t 
that somewhat of a throwback to the people who 
had escaped Egypt and then thought it better? 
Paul, of course, is drawing on that very theme. 
He quotes from Psalm 95:7-8: ‘Today if ye will 
hear his voice harden not your hearts as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness.’ The Romans of course tolerated 
the Jews in Jesus’ own day. Whilst the occasional 
attempt at rebellion was quickly squashed, there 
seemed to have been a good degree of toleration. 
Is not this expressed in their reply to Christ: ‘we 
were never in bondage to any man’ (John 8:33).

There lurks a danger for all God’s people of 
turning back. This is even warned of by Jesus 

Christ himself. Do we not after all not have the 
parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-9)? Of the four 
types of soil, only one proved to be genuine, and 
so continued to the end. The devil is no friend of 
your soul, and will do all he can to turn you back.

II. The Deceit
Is it not said that there is a root cause for every-
thing? If so, what was the cause of their present 
danger? It was, we are told, ‘an evil heart of un-
belief, in departing from the living God’ (3:12). It 
is common to hear expressions today of: listen 
to your heart, my heart tells me what is right, 
or your heart will guide you. But these are not 
only wrong and contrary to the Bible’s teaching, 
but are highly dangerous, and downright de-
ceitful. Jeremiah, writing in the Old Testament, 
warns Israel that ‘the heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked, who can know 
it?’ (Jeremiah 17:9). We must remember that he 
is writing to ‘holy brethren’ (v.3), and not hea-
then pagans who didn’t know God. If you claim 
to know the truth, and are entertaining blasphe-
mous thoughts concerning the uniqueness of Je-
sus Christ, the sufficiency of his atoning death, 
his triumphant resurrection, the truthfulness of 
God’s word—the Bible—then you had better ex-
amine your position before God.

Because of their unbelief (a serious sin), they 
were to wander in the wilderness for forty years. 
The journey should have only taken eleven days. 
Yes, the Lord loves his people, but if we wilfully 
rebel, he will chasten his people; and no chas-
tening is at all pleasant (Hebrews 12:5–11). Now, 
this sin is more than simply us going through 
times of testing, trials, or even doubt. After all, 
one of Jesus’ own precious disciples, Thomas, had 
his doubts. But here rather is abject, outright re-
bellion against God. If we follow in that path we 
may well prove ourselves to have never been the 
Lord’s, or will invite severe chastening.

The Need for Exhortation
A sermon on Hebrews 3:13–15 by the Rev. Stephen Holland
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III. The Duty
Elsewhere in this Epistle (10:25) Paul warns of 
the danger of forsaking meeting together. Week-
ly church attendance must never be viewed as a 
take-it-or-leave-it affair. To fail to meet togeth-
er places one in a most precarious position. Not 
only that, but a most dangerous one too. Younger 
people, be warned: the patterns you set in your 
younger years will follow you throughout the 
rest of your life. If you are like so many luke-
warm Christians today—only attending one 
Lord’s Day service, and rarely, if ever, going to 
a midweek prayer meeting—you will be doing 
that when you’re 50. And you will have made 
zero progress in your spiritual life. If, on the oth-
er hand, you make every effort of attending both 
Lord’s Day services, and a weekly prayer meet-
ing, you will be still doing that when you’re 90. 
Health permitting of course.

One of the benefits of weekly gatherings is 
that we may exhort one another (v.13). We do this 
not by needlessly pulling one another up over 
nothings, but by joining together to exhort one 
another in the singing of psalms, hymns, and spir-
itual songs (Colossians 3:16). If you are irregular, 
or rarely in attendance, you are a great discour-
agement to other believers. Your very absence is 

hardly going to exhort others to keep on pressing 

on, when you yourself are falling so far behind.

IV. The Delight

One of the results of the rebellion as spoken of in 

the Old Testament, was the delay in entering the 

land of Canaan. Some see this as a type (or pic-

ture) of heaven. For others, Canaan is the delights 

and joys of the Christian life; a sort of spiritual 

rest while this side of eternity. We may of course 

see both pictures in the place called Canaan. 

Christ did speak of giving rest to those who call 

upon him (Matthew 11:28). And we do know that 

there is a heavenly rest for all believers.

There are two warnings that must be heeded. 

We know from Scripture, and experience, that 

there are those who make a profession of faith 

but will never enter the rest of heaven. They are 

false believers. To end up in that state is worse 

than never having heard at all. On the other 

hand, the true believer may lose out on so much 

of God’s rest and peace due to their unbeliev-

ing heart. We want to heed the warnings given 

through the Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews, and 

not only reach our heavenly rest, but also enjoy 

our spiritual rest in Christ while upon earth. ■

Family Worship Bible Guide
RHB • 768pp (Bible paper) • printed paper case
£14.99 • ISBN 978–1–60178–500–8 

Leading and nurturing your family as you seek to glorify God 
and encourage spiritual growth in your home is both God’s com-
mand and your privilege. One of the best and most effective ways 
to do this is through intentional, worshipful, daily family devo-
tions where the truths of God’s life-changing Word are openly 
discussed chapter by chapter. Hand in hand with your Bible, this 
Family Worship Bible Guide presents rich devotional thoughts on 
all 1,189 chapters in the Bible, including searching questions to 
promote conversation, to help you with this responsibility. Use 
this resource every day alongside Scripture to read each chapter’s 
major takeaways aloud and then discuss them with your family. 
With the Holy Spirit’s blessing, this book will transform you and 
your family!
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That there is such a thing attainable by a 
Christian, while he is here, as a distinct 
persuasion and assurance that he is in the 

faith, and hath an interest in Christ, by being in 
the faith: here is not to be understood a being in 
the doctrine of faith only, but is to be understood 
principally, being indeed really united unto 
Christ by faith.

…
That there is such a thing attainable, I shall 

only propose these seven reasons unto you to 
make it evident:—1. It is known in Scripture 
that the saints of old have, in an ordinary way, 
attained to a distinct persuasion of their inter-
est in Christ; Song 6:3, ‘My beloved is mine, and I 
am his,’ and Romans 8:38, ‘I am persuaded,’ saith 
the apostle, ‘that neither death nor life etc., shall 
be able to separate me from the love of God in 
Christ,’ and 2 Corinthians 5:1, ‘For we know, if 
this our earthly tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a house with God, not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.’

2. It is the great scope of many Scriptures to 
show how Christians may attain unto assurance; 
1 John 5:13, ‘These things I write unto you, that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life.’ The great 
end and design in John’s writing in these epistles 
is to make a soul acquainted with Christ, and to 
make men accept of him, and to give them a dis-
tinct assurance that Christ hath accepted them.

3. There are many commands in Scripture for 
Christians to be serious in searching after assur-
ance; 2 Peter 1:10, ‘Wherefore, brethren, give all 
diligence to make your calling and election sure.’

4. It is the blessed end of God’s oath in the 
everlasting covenant, that a Christian might get 
assurance. What was the great end and ground 
that God confirmed his covenant with an oath? 
Was it not, Hebrews 6:18, ‘That by two immutable 
things, wherein it was impossible for God to lie, 
ye might have strong consolation’?

5. If assurance of our interest in Christ were 

not attainable, then these precious graces of joy 

and love could not be well exercised: if a Chris-

tian were evermore in the dark concerning his 

interest in Christ, he could not give obedience to 

that exhortation, ‘Rejoice evermore’; ‘again, I say, 

rejoice.’

6. The Scripture hath set down the means 

by which a Christian may win to assurance, it is 

clear, 1 John 3:18, 19; 2 Peter 1:5, compared with 

v.10, where the Apostle Peter, pressing the doc-

trine of making our calling and election sure, 

setteth down these excellent means by which 

they may win to it; and doubtless, the marks and 

evidences that are registrate in the Scripture of 

a gracious state, do assure us that assurance is 

attainable.

7. What are the ends of the sacraments, but 

that our assurance may be confirmed, and that 

our faith may be strengthened? The two sacra-

ments are the two great seals of heaven, that are 

put to the charter of the covenant. ■

Andrew Gray, Works

The main thing [the Scriptures] hold forth 
is the full intent and purpose of God and of 
Christ to pardon and receive sinners. ‘This 

is a faithful saying,’ says Paul with open mouth, 
‘that Christ came into the world to save sinners’; 
and this Christ himself everywhere [points to]; 
and to hold forth this is the scope is the scope 
of these words uttered by Christ himself (John 
6:37f). And such speeches do contain the very 
heart, marrow, and pith of the gospel.

And though the heart of a sinner will never 

be fully satisfied till a persuasion be wrought 

that God and Christ are purposed and willing 

to save a man’s own self in particular, which 

persuasion is that which we call assurance, yet 

when once there is a thorough persuasion set-

tled upon the heart, but of so much indefinitely 

Assurance
by various authors
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and in general, that God and Christ are willing 

and fully resolved to save some sinners, so that 

the heart does truly believe that God is in ear-

nest, this draws on the heart to come to Christ, 

and is enough to work faith of adherence, such 

as upon which Christ ‘will never cast us out.’ ■

Thomas Goodwin, Works Vol 4

We have peace with God as soon as 
we believe, but not always with our-
selves. The pardon may be past the 

prince’s hand and seal, and yet not put into the 
prisoner’s hand. ■

William Gurnall

I lay it down fully and broadly, as God’s truth, 
that a true Christian, a converted man, may 
reach such a comfortable degree of faith in 

Christ, that in general he shall feel entirely con-
fident as to the pardon and safety of his soul—
shall seldom be troubled with doubts—seldom 
be distracted with fears—seldom be distressed 
with anxious questionings—and, in short, 
though vexed by many an inward conflict with 
sin, shall look forward to death without trem-
bling, and to judgment without dismay. This, I 
say, is the doctrine of the Bible. ■

J.C. Ryle, Holiness

It is natural to the soul to rest upon everything 
below Christ: to rest upon creatures, to rest 
upon graces, to rest upon duties, to rest upon 

divine manifestations, to rest upon celestial con-
solations, to rest upon gracious evidences, and 
to rest upon sweet assurances. Now the Lord, to 
cure his people from this weakness, and to bring 
them to live wholly and solely upon Jesus Christ, 
denies comfort, and denies assurance, etc, and 
for a time leaves his children of light to walk 
in darkness. Christians, this you are always to 
remember, that though the enjoyment of assur-
ance makes most for your consolation, yet the 
living purely upon Christ in the absence of as-
surance makes most for Christ’s exaltation. He is 
happy that believes upon seeing, upon feeling, 
but thrice happy are those souls that believe 
when they do not see; that love when they do 
not know that they are beloved; and that in the 

want of all comfort and assurance, can live upon 
Christ as their only all. He that hath learned this 
holy art cannot be miserable; he that is ignorant 
of this art cannot be happy.

Assurance is not of the essence of a Christian. 
It is required to the bene esse (the well-being), to 
the comfortable and joyful being of a Christian; 
but it is not required to the esse, to the being of 
a Christian. A man may be a true believer, and 
yet would give all the world, were it in his power, 
to know that he is a believer. To have grace, and 
to be sure that we have grace, is glory upon the 
throne, it is heaven on this side of heaven.

The assured Christian is more motion than 
notion, more work than word, more life than lip, 
more hand than tongue. ■

Thomas Brooks

True assurance is built upon a Scripture 
basis. The word says, ‘The effect of right-
eousness shall be quietness and assurance 

for ever’ Isaiah 32:17. A Christian’s assurance is 
built upon this Scripture. God has sown the seed 
of righteousness in his soul, and this seed has 
brought forth the harvest of assurance; but pre-
sumption is a spurious thing; it has not Scripture 
to show for its warrant; it is like a will without 
seal and witnesses, which is null and void in 
law. Presumption wants both the witness of the 
word, and the seal of the Spirit.

Assurance flowing from sanctification al-
ways keeps the heart in a lowly posture. Lord, 
says the soul, what am I, that, passing by so 
many, the golden beams of thy love should shine 
upon me? Paul had assurance. Is he proud of this 
jewel? No. ‘To me who am less than the least of 
all saints’ Ephesians 3:3. The more love a Chris-
tian receives from God, the more he sees himself 
a debtor to free grace, and the sense of his debt 
keeps his heart humble; but presumption is bred 
of pride. He who presumes disdains; he thinks 
himself better than others. ‘God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are … or even as this 
publican’ Luke 18:8. Feathers fly up, but gold de-
scends; so the heart of him who has this golden 
assurance descends in humility. ■

Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity
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Books on the Atonement
The doctrine of the atonement—the rendering of satisfaction for sin such that the sinner is reconciled 
to God—must surely occupy the interest of every person in this world who knows anything of the 
truth. That God, in his infinite mercy and wisdom, has both revealed, promised and appointed the 
means by which this great end is accomplished is the ground and much of the content of the gospel 
we preach. The books below all help to explain this great truth. They are ordered from the short in-
troduction to the complete treatment. There are titles here to suit every pocket and level of ability in 
comprehending this vital doctrine.

What is the Atonement? – Richard Phillips
44pp booklet £2.99

The atonement, and its significance to Christ’s death on the cross, is a 
doctrine sadly fading from focus in our modern evangelical churches. Yet 
Richard Phillips asserts that it is a necessary truth for Christian salvation. 
As soon as we start to ask questions like ‘How is Jesus the Christ?’ ‘Why do 
we need a Saviour?’, and ‘What did he do to save us?’, the answers take us 
directly to Christ’s atoning work.

Atonement – Various authors 
142pp paperback £9.99

The doctrine of atonement is under debate. Evangelical publishing houses 
are releasing books that purport to change our understanding of this 
central Christian doctrine; church leaders are asking for the emphasis to 
change away from Christ as sin-bearer to Christ as exemplar of God’s love 
(as if they need to be mutually exclusive?). What have some of the churches’ 
best-known theologians and pastors to say on the matter? … [T]his book 
doesn’t just discuss points of theology; it also shows the implications of that 
theology and how to communicate it—brilliant!

Why the Cross? – John Blanchard 
60pp booklet £2.99

Why has the symbol of the cross remained so popular? Was there anything 
unique about the crucifixion of Jesus? Why was he put to death? What 
difference does the cross make today? Here is a booklet from best-selling 
author, John Blanchard, that answers all these questions—and many more—
and makes it clear that the death of Jesus is our only hope for forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life. Ideal for giving to unbelievers.
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The Atonement – Hugh Martin 
248pp cloth £14

Hugh Martin was a man who thought through the truth from first principles, 
always sensitive to the text of Scripture. … The way in which he penetrates 
to the heart of the work of Christ and then expounds the gospel out of its 
true centre calls for our best thinking and humblest spirits. For anyone who 
wants to learn what it is to think about Christ’s atonement these pages will 
open up new vistas and indeed whole panoramas that will, when gazed on 
with a loving and humble mind, fill the heart with love and praise.

Christ’s Doctrine Of the Atonement – George Smeaton
The Apostles’ Doctrine of the Atonement – George Smeaton 
520pp cloth £16/568pp cloth £16

George Smeaton was one of the great luminaries in the theological galaxy 
which graced New College, Edinburgh, in the second half of the nineteenth 
century. His colleague James MacGregor said that he possessed ‘the best 
constituted theological intellect in Christendom’. His invaluable study 
of our Lord’s teaching on the significance of his death gives substance to 
that claim. In it we find Smeaton’s sensitive theological acumen, his skill 
in judicious exposition, and his evident devotion to the person of Jesus 
Christ—all combined in a masterly survey of the Gospel texts which 
illumine the doctrine of the atonement. Christ’s Doctrine of the Atonement, 
like its companion volume on the Apostles’ doctrine, is a work to be read 
and re-read. Those who possess it will often find themselves instinctively 
turning to consult Smeaton for insight on passages where other works have 
failed them.

These books are reliable, but they are also wonderfully readable. Ministers 
at every age and stage will benefit from them, and be led by them through 
careful, biblical, spiritual exposition of the cross. They combine biblical 
exegesis, doctrinal exposition, spiritual meditation, depth without dense 
style, clarity without technical clutter.

The Message of the Cross – Derek Tidball 
320pp paperback £12.99

The magnificent theme of the cross of Christ is treated in a readable and 
practical manner. In a wide-ranging exploration, Derek Tidball brings out its 
implications for Christian living, community and spirituality.

Opening up key passages throughout the Bible, Tidball considers the 
anticipation of the Cross in the Old Testament, the experience of it in the 
Gospel accounts, its explanation and application in the New Testament 
letters and the Book of Revelation.
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Book Review
by John Westmacott

This latest volume of the projected ten-vol-
ume edition of William Perkins’ works con-
tains six treatises from his Doctrinal and 

Polemical works. Often known as the Father of Pu-
ritanism, Perkins lived through the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I and was a Fellow of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge for many years, before becoming lectur-
er at Great St Andrews in that city until his death 
in 1602. A noted preacher and pastor, he steered 
many undergraduates towards adoption of puritan 
principles. The first and longest of the works in this 
volume is perhaps Perkins’ most famous and well-
known writing, A Golden Chain, which appeared in 
1591. In it he sets forth his doctrine of Predestina-
tion in answer to a controversy which had arisen in 
Cambridge between pro- and anti-Calvinist theo-
logians. He does this in 58, mostly short, chapters 
covering the whole range of theology from the Na-
ture and Being of God to the final state of believer 
and unbeliever. Included are a table which he drew 
up to illustrate the ‘Order of the causes of Salvation 
and Damnation, according to God’s word’, together 
with other figures and charts. Two other treatises 
on Predestination follow, The Manner and Order of 
Predestination (1598), and On God’s Free Grace and 
Man’s Free Will (1602), both of which were written 

to refute the false theology of the anti-Calvinists. 
When Arminius, the Dutch theologian, read the 
first of these he wrote to Perkins requesting that 
they meet to debate the issues, but this never took 
place. However, Arminius produced his own work 
challenging the Calvinistic views on Predestina-
tion, and after his death in 1609 his followers en-
tered into conflict with the Dutch Calvinists which 
ultimately led to the Synod of Dort (1618). Three 
smaller works make up this sixth volume—A 
Fruitful Dialogue Concerning the End of the World 
(1587) in which Christian and Worldling discuss 
the foolishness of trying to forecast the end of the 
world; The Antidicson (1584), and A Handbook on 
Memory (1584), in both of which Perkins opposed 
a work on mnemonic techniques by the philosoph-
ical writer Alexander Dickson. Perkins felt that the 
system Dickson propounded, which was based on 
theories of an Italian cosmologist and philosopher, 
Giordano Bruno, was both erroneous and spiritu-
ally harmful, and strenuously opposed it. A com-
prehensive preface by the editors is a valuable ad-
dition to the volume, providing much background 
information to the various works. As with the first 
five volumes this one maintains the high quality of 
production and clarity. ■
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Book Review
by Iain Stewart

‘I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 
made it grow’ 1 Corinthians 3:6. Keep this 
verse in mind as you turn to this massive 

volume of a twenty-year period in the life of Scot-
land. You will not regret having this book; you will 
be dipping into it many times over the years.

The author tells us why he is writing; not to 
show us how to bring revival to our fellowship, but 
to explain and encourage us when, and if, revival 
comes from the hand of God.

The book comprises 4 parts, divided into 23 
chapters. At the beginning of each chapter there 
is a page of old photographs, places, and people—a 
good reminder of the actual places and people in-
volved. Also, when the book is speaking about spe-
cial places around Scotland, maps and drawings 
point them out, even the smallest villages. 

The Bibliography, at 19 pages, demonstrates 
careful research. The book highlights the spread of 
the revival, and the variety of denominations in-
volved. The Free Church figures prominently. The 
United Presbyterian Church was involved in many 
parts of the land, and used by God. The Church of 
Scotland featured too in some areas. The Brethren, 
Congregationalists, Baptists were all used by the 
Holy Spirit. There was also a place for the ‘Gen-

tleman Preachers’ like Brownlow North. But we, 
however, are made to realise the impact made on 
thousands of ordinary folk who flocked to prayer 
meetings, in and out of buildings for shelter, as the 
Lord moved. As with any movement of God, the 
revival brought its critics, those who ostracized 
and ridiculed new converts. In chapter 1, Academic 
Analyses, Lennie, through some well-known schol-
ars like J. Edwin Orr, and D.W. Bebbington, brings a 
sober assessment of a very difficult period.

Lennie traces the hunger for an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit to the news from across the ocean. 
First in Canada, then the American influence, and 
finally to Ulster. People travelled and brought back 
news of God’s work, and the land began to long 
for God to visit the people. Prayer meetings were 
formed and the longing increased. God answered 
prayer and the Spirit was poured out. The faith-
ful were rewarded, and God received the glory. It 
makes for exciting reading, and I hope stirs a sim-
ilar longing in the hearts of the Scottish people 
today. Please read the extensive footnotes, they 
are worth a book in themselves, giving even more 
insights into a remarkable time. Scotland needs 
faithful Bible-believing preachers today, Lennie’s 
book will, I pray, give us hope. ■

Scotland Ablaze
The twenty-five year fire of revival that swept Scotland 1858–79
Tom Lennie

Christian Focus
640pp • £14.99 • p/b
ISBN 978–1–52710–267–5
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Most people will have their likes and dis-
likes when it comes to political parties 
and leaders. For some this is simply out 

of duty to one’s past family ties—‘my father was 
a Tory, and his father before him, and so am I.’ For 
others it goes much deeper than family tradition 
or loyalty. For them, strongly held beliefs and 
principles govern their vote. Though a serving 
pastor should not actively engage in such mat-
ters (2 Timothy 2:4), it is be the duty of all Chris-
tians (no matter where they cast their vote) to 
follow Scripture’s teaching regarding our leaders.

Our duty
If, as Christians, we let feelings and emotions 
govern our actions, we will most certainly neglect 
Scriptural instruction—because we don’t feel 
like it. We will also likely commit acts of sinful 
disobedience for the same reason—because we 
feel like it. It is not our like of a certain party or 
individual that determines whether we pray for 
them or not. It is our duty to pray for our leaders 
(1 Timothy 2:1–2), whether we like them or not.

Their flaws
No wonder the psalmist says, ‘Put not your trust 
in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there 
is no help’ (Psalm 146:3). No matter how highly 
we esteem a person, they are mere sinful beings 
like all others. This is why we find great flaws 
even in the most highly esteemed and seasoned 
politicians. While we should certainly hold those 
in office to very high standards, we must not 
hope for too much in this fallen and decaying 
world. They will let you down!

Their time in office
Job cried ‘My days are swifter than a weaver’s 
shuttle and are spent without hope’ (Job 7:6). This 
was especially true for Job, but can’t be limited to 

him; it applies to all men. If this is true of life, it 
is certainly true of time in office. Even career pol-
iticians will make way for the next in line. And 
good laws passed in one generation can be over-
turned in the next. Things have always been this 
way, and will continue so until Christ’s return.

Their accountability
Another reason to pray for our leaders is that 
there is a higher power they will have to give ac-
count to. God said, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, ye 
rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, 
ye people of Gomorrah’ (Isaiah 1:10). Not even 
the most powerful rulers go unnoticed by God. 
The Psalmist reminds us that ‘God is the judge: 
he putteth down one, and setteth up another’ 
(Psalm 75:7). A day will come when all will stand 
before one ultimate ruler and judge.

Their limited successes
We would be foolish to place our security, future 
or hope into the care of national leaders. No mat-
ter how gifted or popular, their powers are always 
limited. We know this by the failed promises. 
One popular song sung at a certain party’s gen-
eral election victory rings rather hollow when 
we consider their time in office—things can only 
get better. Did they? We know that their then-as-
tounding success was brought to a conclusion 
with an even greater defeat, leaving them still 
out of power almost two decades later.

The Bible came into a world of chaos and 
strife that has not got any better. We may wonder 
what God’s plan is. Does he have a plan or purpose 
for our world? Things in many ways have got a 
bit better with the advancement of science and 
technology, yet the death rate is exactly the same. 
While we must never place our hope in man, let 
us pray for them; especially those given power by 
God to rule. May they rule righteously. ■
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Protestant Truth Society
Christian Bookshop
184 Fleet St, London, EC4A 2HJ

Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress  
– lessons for testing times
Spring Study Day, Saturday, 13 April, 2019
Speaker: Pastor Roland Burrows

10.45 am Coffee – the bookshop will be open
11.30 am Devotions – Edward Malcolm
12 pm ‘Bunyan’s times and ministry, with modern parallels’
1 pm Lunch (please bring your own; hot drinks provided)
2–3.30 pm ‘Bunyan’s characters: some role models for today’

Spaces will be limited, so please book in advance. Phone 020 7405 4960,  
email sarah@protestanttruth.com, or write to the address above.
Booking opens 13 March. Book shop discounts offered on the day!

Christian Bookshop
Protestant Truth Society (Inc) 
184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

020 7405 4960. protestanttruth.com 
bookshop@protestanttruth.com 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 am–5.30 pm

Bibles, commentaries, concordances, dictionaries, evangelical and reformed 
books, children’s books, devotional works, periodicals, DVDs and CDs, 
greetings cards, text-picture frames, posters, stationery and more

Discounts for ministers, students and churches—please enquire

How to find us 
Bus: 341, 172, 76, 26, 23, 15, 11 and 4 (all stop within a few yards of the shop) 
Tube: Chancery Lane (Central) and Temple (Circle & District) (both eight minutes’ walk)


