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‘The science of God’
The Editor

I

do not know if you have ever heard of the
name John Frith. He ought to be far better
known today than he is. A contemporary and
companion of William Tyndale, Frith was an advocate of gospel truth, and a promoter of Reformation teaching. He was martyred in July 1533,
aged about 30.
Frith came to prominence for his intellectual
abilities while at Cambridge. His particular field
was mathematics, so much so that he is sometimes known as ‘the mathematician from King’s’.
By the grace of God he came to see that there is
something more wonderful, and far more important, than mathematics, what he came to call ‘the
science of God’. Comparing the study of Scripture
with the study of maths, he said,
These things are not demonstrated like a
proposition of Euclid; mere study is sufficient
to impress the theories of mathematics on our
minds; but this science of God meets with a
resistance in man that necessitates the intervention of a divine power. Christianity is a
regeneration.
In these word he conveys a true understanding of the gospel, and of the problem we all face
by nature.
Frith’s fullest defence of the gospel was in his
answers to three authors who wrote against those
who denied the existence of purgatory. One was a
man named John Rastell, a printer who happened
to be brother-in-law to Thomas More. The second
was More himself, and the third was John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester. Rastall defended purgatory on the ground that human reason required
it. More defended purgatory on the ground that
Scripture teaches it. Fisher defended purgatory
on the ground that the Church Fathers believed
it. Frith replied with a far better logic than Rastall
was capable of, with a far better understanding

of Scripture than More could manage, and with a
combination of these two against Fisher.
Human reason may advance certain truths.
It must, however, bow before Scripture. The true
teaching of Scripture is that our sins are covered
by the blood of Christ, whose finished work is a
full satisfaction for our sins. That Fisher could
testify ‘that there are many points both of the
Gospels and other Scriptures, which are now discussed more diligently, and are more clearly understood than they have been in any times past’
shows the effect the Reformers were having in the
wider Church, even if their arguments were being rejected. Fisher added that there are still dark
passages in Scripture, but that continued study
will shed light on them. Indeed, replied Frith, and
therefore we would do well to treat with caution
the assertions of former generations unless they
can be shown to be true to the doctrine God has
taught us in his Word.
In answering Rastell’s arguments in favour
of purgatory from human reason, Frith shows
us the true and only remedy for sin, the shed
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Time and again he
brings his readers back to this point: Christ died
for sinners; Christ’s blood cleanses us from all sin;
we are accepted of God in the Beloved; God has
put away our sins as far as the east is from the
west. That which God has accepted in Christ, God
will not demand from us again. As the Psalmist
said, ‘Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and
in whose spirit there is no guile’ (Psalm 32:1–2).
The great problem Frith highlighted in the
writings of Rastall was that his whole theology
was devoid of the one factor that would have kept
him from error. He had no place for the Lord Jesus
Christ. Sin, he wrote, is something for which we
must atone, either in this life or in purgatory. The
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authority of God demands that he punish sin in
us, even though he is able to forgive sin if he so
chooses, regardless of anything in us. Interestingly, Rastall wrote his book as a dialogue. His two
protagonists were one Gingemen, ‘and fayneth
hym to be a Turk, and of Mahomets law’, and
‘Comingo an Almany & of Christes fayth. And he
maketh the Turke to teach the Christen man what
he should beleve.’ Herein lies Rastall’s problem;
those who know not Christ must look for another
ground on which to be right with God. If we reject
the only Saviour we have no hope in this life or
the next, since no other hope is ever set before
us. Many pretended hopes are offered, and many
deadly ‘remedies’ are prescribed by the quacks of
false religion (whether it pretend to be Christian
or not) which cannot save but only kill those who
are fooled into taking them.
There is but one true remedy for sin, the shed
blood of Jesus Christ. This is gospel truth. This is
evangelical truth. This is the life set before the
perishing. ‘There is life in the blood.’
The Old Testament is full of this truth. When
Adam and Eve sinned, God covered their nakedness by providing the skins of animals. The
offering of blood atoned for their sins. In the sacrificial system instituted by God through Moses,
the yearly sacrifice of atonement was a shedding
of blood to satisfy the law. The two tables of the
law were in the ark of the covenant, and the blood
was sprinkled on the mercy seat, the lid of the
ark. Thus was the law silenced, that the mercy of
God might break forth upon his people. No blood
shed under the Mosaic law, nor in any form before the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, was able to
remit or blot out even the smallest degree of the
smallest sin. All the blood offered from Eden onwards was only effective in as far as it prefigured
the death of the Saviour. And so we are driven to
confess that our salvation depends on Christ, and
on Christ alone. Yet, as Frith showed, there are
vast numbers who will not accept this truth.
The science of God meets a resistance in man,
and can only be overcome by an act of God which
he calls regeneration. This is the basic human
problem. When we discover in the Bible the truth
of our condition, that we are indeed dead in trespasses and sins, and when we discover we are
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justly condemned for our sins, our natural urge is
to rise up against this and reject it. We then discover that the only way to become right with God
is to receive the free gift of salvation. The natural
man hates this too. If he is indeed a sinner, then
surely his sins are not so bad, because he does not
feel them to be bad. But suppose there is a God,
and suppose he does have cause to be angry with
us, what then? Is it not in my power to make satisfaction to God? Can I not, by some small additional acts, keep God quiet? No, I cannot. My sins are
heinous and grievous. God will justly condemn
me to hell for them. Yet God is a loving heavenly
Father, and he desires not the death of the wicked. And so he has, of his infinite love and mercy,
sent forth the Lord Jesus Christ to be the propitiation for my sin. If I am made a member of Christ
through faith then is my sin covered. It is covered
to such an extent that my salvation is assured.
The natural man begins to like the sound of
this, for it grants him license to sin, in the knowledge that he will never be called to account for
his sins. The child of God falls down on his face
in humble and hearty thanks, knowing that he is
a partaker of this blessing by grace, and that, as
a child of God, he delights to walk uprightly. His
love to Christ is such that he delights to do good,
and weeps over his sinfulness. He is a new creature. The resistance has been overcome through
regeneration.
The science of God, therefore, is the successful
alchemy of the soul. Foolish men believed they
could turn base metals into gold; the wise and
merciful God has indeed turned wicked sinners
into righteous children, and all through the efficacious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
John Frith was put to death for teaching these
things, but gained everlasting life. How bold are
we? Would we stand with Martin Luther, and declare that we can do no other? Would we be willing to die for Christ, or would we join Peter in
denying him? The times in which we live call for
faithful, bold witnesses. Has the science of God
been at work in you? Are you gold, tried in the
fire? God knows. May he have mercy on us all. ■
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In the News
Oxford CU
Readers may have seen a report in the press recently about the Christian Union at Balliol College, Oxford. Their application for a stall at the
College Freshers' Fair was declined. The Vice-President of the Junior Common Room justified the
refusal on a number of grounds.
First, there was no guarantee that ‘every major belief system’ would have a stall, it would be
unfair to have some and not others, so better to
have none at all. This would also enable the Fair
to be a ‘secular space’.
Then there was the specific accusation that
‘Historically, Christianity’s influence on many
marginalised communities has been damaging
in its methods of conversion and rules of practice,
and is still used in many places as an excuse for
homophobia and certain forms of neo-colonialism’. For this reason some might feel uncomfortable entering a venue where Christians are present! ‘Many students, especially students of colour
and of other faiths, may already feel alienated
and vulnerable in Oxford, a university with a reputation for racism and lack of diversity, and a city
with barely any appropriate places of worship
for non-Christians,’ Readers are reminded that it
was not many years ago that Oxford City Council
turned down a plan (after much public protest)
that would have seen a large residential area of
Oxford surrounded by minarets.
Mr Potts is reported as having written to CU
representatives, ‘Hopefully, as people of faith, you
may be able to empathise with this, and we ask
you to consider from a place of compassion the
potential harm to those freshers who are already
severely and harmfully disadvantaged.’

Later, an offer was made to have a ‘multi-faith’
stall at the Fair, but Christians would be barred
from manning the stall, and from distributing
leaflets within the venue, according to the report
in The Daily Telegraph.
This has sparked a response from students,
academics and outside observers. The JCR membership passed a motion condemning the decision of the committee that had agreed the initial
ban as ‘a violation of free speech, a violation of
religious freedom, and sets dangerous precedents regarding the relationship between specific
faiths and religious freedom’.
Dr Joanna Williams, a university lecturer and
author, is quoted as saying, ‘It is intolerance being exercised in the name of inclusion… They
are saying: “Your religious society is not welcome
here”. Essentially they are saying that the Christian Union is not allowed to recruit new members.’ She called the decision ‘completely bizarre’,
arguing that university is surely a place where
people should be able to explore their religious
beliefs.
The barrister Paul Diamond pointed out that
the law on religious liberty means that Christian
Unions have the right not to be discriminated
against. He indicated that this is a sign of the
‘snowflake generation’.
Others spoke out in favour of the Christian
Union, and the result has been that a formal offer
of a stall at future fairs has been made.
Aside from the obvious example of the intolerance of liberalism, we see here just how some
would act towards Christians and the Christian
faith if they ever had the power. It is highly significant that only Christians were picked on by
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the committee, and not any other religion.
Probably the greatest name to be associated
with Balliol is that of John Wycliffe, who was Master in 1361.

long before Christians are no longer welcome in

‘Whether one member suffer’
An organisation named Aid to the Church in
Need has published a report entitled, ‘Persecuted
and Forgotten?’ Writing in the Spectator, Charles
Moore commented, ‘Unfortunately, there is no
need for that question mark in the title.’ Listing
a number of areas of significant persecution, including China, India, Pakistan, Nigeria, Syria and
Sudan, Moore suggests that Christians are viewed
as a form of foreign infiltration, and in some cases (such as North Korea) as spies.
The report itself affirms that Christians currently suffer more persecution than at any time
in the last two thousand years. Some doubt this,
but it should be pointed out that there are more
Christians today than there have ever been. This
means that the number being persecuted can be
the greatest, without the percentage of Christians
facing persecution being the greatest.
The main point of the article is undeniable.
There is a deafening silence on the matter at
government level. It is true that we have had the
benefit of certain Members of the House of Lords
who have made it their business to draw attention to the plight of Christians. Such voices are
rarely heard outside the House, and one wonders
if they are ever heard in the countries where persecution is most common. A supposedly Christian
country such as Great Britain ought to be championing the cause of Christians in other countries,
as far as religious toleration is concerned.
The other aspect of the article worth mentioning is the explanation for why this state of affairs
has arisen. It is that ‘Post-Christian, multicultural societies are frightened of seeming to favour
Christians, and so they ignore them.’ Drawing a
parallel with anti-Semitism, the article argues
that even those who are not themselves opposed
to Christianity may nevertheless be minded to
view Christians as a bit of a nuisance. While not
actively persecuting Christians, a readiness to allow others to do so in order to remove the nuisance amounts to collusion with persecution. How

The social gospel?
‘More people now follow the Church of England
on social media than bother to actually visit a
church’ according to a report published in the
Daily Mail recently. There are, apparently, some
1.2 million ‘followers’ who, it is alleged, ‘pray online through Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and
LinkedIn’. This is higher than the 1.1 million who
attend an Anglican church in the average month.
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Europe, is the concluding thought. ‘We are made
as the filth of the world, and are the offscourings
of all things unto this day’ (1 Corinthians 4:13).

Attendance is down, possibly even below that
of the number attending Muslim mosques, the
report suggests, and certainly below the number
attending Roman Catholic churches.
The question that will doubtless occur to readers of this magazine is, How is following a denomination on social media the same as praying? How
does one pray on social media? Prayer is either
personal, or corporate, but it is always spoken (silently or aloud), heard (in the case of corporate
prayer by those who are attending the service or
meeting) and all join in the Amen to signify their
assent to the prayer. Can this be done on social
media, or is it a case of ‘liking’ a prayer written
by someone else? We have no experience of this
phenomenon—and would not rush to gain such
an experience—but the whole matter seems very
far removed from anything that looks or sounds
like the prayers we find in the Bible.
On the other hand, readers will no doubt be
encouraged by the knowledge that the Church of
England is not the only expression of Christianity in this nation. Between independent congregations and other Protestant denominations, the
Church in England is far larger than the Church of
England. Sadly, one effect of the false ecumenism
that has blighted the Church in this land is the belief that only the major organised denominations
constitute true churches, and that independent
churches can and ought to be discounted. ‘Where
two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them’ (Matthew 18:20). ■
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The Balfour Declaration
by Richard Barnes

T

his year 2017 sees, in November, the centenary of the Balfour Declaration regarding
the establishment of a national home for
the Jewish people. This historic document was instrumental in the eventual return on the international stage of the Jewish State of Israel.
Many individuals were involved at the time
including those of the British Cabinet, members
of the Jewish community and others, and included Bible believing Christians who looked to
Almighty God who is Sovereign over all things
whether in heaven or on earth.
Notwithstanding the diaspora of the children
of Jacob (Israel) across the globe out of Israel,
many familiar with the Bible knew or were aware
of the Lord’s promises to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the return of the chosen
people to Israel.
A lawyer, Sir Henry Finch, published The
World’s Great Restauration or Calling of the Jews in
1621. In 1657, the Baptist, Henry Jessey, collected
funds for the Jews of Jerusalem. One anonymous
pamphlet of 1753 started with the title ‘Full and
Final Restoration of the Jews and Israelites, evidently set forth to be nigh at hand: with their
happy settlement in their own land…’ In 1800
James Bicheno wrote of ‘The Restoration of the
Jews—the Crisis of all Nations.
Great interest was aroused by a recounted
visit of Lord Lindsay and the 1839 visit of Andrew
Bonar and Robert Murray M’Cheyne to Palestine
who reported back on the condition of the Jews
there. Advocates of restoration increased in subsequent years including clergymen Michael Russell, Thomas Crybbace, Samuel Bradshaw, and a
writer named Edward Mitford.
Charles Spurgeon had preached of the necessary return of the Jews to the land of Israel before
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Bishop J. C.
Ryle taught the restoration of the Jewish people.
William Wilberforce and Lord Shaftesbury urged

the Government on the same issue.
God’s Holy Word includes numerous promises
of a return to Israel and subsequent blessings to
his chosen people. To cite a few:
Ezekiel 11:17: ‘Therefore say, Thus saith the
Lord God; I will even gather you from the people,
and assemble you out of the countries where ye
have been scattered, and I will give you the land
of Israel.’
Isaiah 14:1–2: ‘For the Lord will have mercy on
Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in
their own land: and the strangers shall be joined
with them, and they shall cleave to the house of
Jacob. And the people shall take them, and bring
them to their place: and the house of Israel shall
possess them in the land of the Lord for servants
and handmaids: and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were; and they shall
rule over their oppressors.’
Even the praise for its future fulfilment is recorded in God’s Word:
Psalm 107:1–3: ‘O give thanks unto the Lord,
for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he
hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; And
gathered them out of the lands, from the east,
and from the west, from the north, and from the
south.’
The Protestant Reformation by God’s mighty
hand had opened the Bible and its truths and revelations of his purposes in Christ for Israel. Suffice to say that there existed faithful brethren in
Britain who were persuaded over the years of the
Lord’s love and plans for the Jewish people.
In an area of the land covenanted by God to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and planted not far to
the south west of Nazareth lies the Balfour Forest.
The forest in Israel was given its name after Arthur James Balfour. Balfour was born in 1848 in
East Lothian, Scotland but before he had reached
the age of eight his father had died.
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The Sovereignty of God brought this boy into
a political career and the highest political offices
in Great Britain and whose Bible believing Presbyterian upbringing was to bear fruit in the purposes of God.
In 1860, a number of years after Balfour, Theodor Herzl was born in a Jewish quarter near to
a Synagogue in modern-day Budapest, Hungary. Following a career as a journalist he came to
believe that anti-Semitism in Europe was not
something that could be defeated and that assimilation for the Jews in Europe was an intractable issue. In 1896, Der Judenstaat (the Jewish
State) was published, in which he promulgated
the founding of a Jewish State by international
agreement. The First Zionist Congress was convened by Herzl in Basel in 1897. The adopted ‘program’ began with ‘The aim of Zionism is to create
for the Jewish people a home in Palestine secured
by public law’. Negotiations through British and
European channels with Turkey, which had jurisdiction over Palestine were not successful.
Balfour himself rose to the office of Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom a position which
he held from 1902–1905. Years later on 10 December 1916, he left the position of Lord of the Admiralty, having succeeded Winston Churchill, to
assume the office of Foreign Secretary. Britain at
that time had been at war with Germany since
4 August, 1914. On 5 November, 1915, Britain declared war against the Ottoman Empire which
had allied itself with Germany.
Chaim Weizmann was born in Russia in 1874.
The Russian Pogroms (destructions) from 1881
were not lost on him as a child. His friend Herzl died in 1904 and Weizmann then headed for
England. The Zionist cause now underway was to
have a staunch advocate in Weizmann who would
have the ear and support of many individuals including David Lloyd George and Lord Rothschild.
As a biochemist his work came to the attention of
the War Office. He was to be given carte blanche
by Winston Churchill to produce acetone for the
war effort and leaving Manchester, he moved to
London in 1916.
As the war progressed with military campaigns against the Ottoman Turks, the Lord’s
hand was to loosen their grip over much of their
Empire and in particular over Palestine. Both the
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supporters of Zionism, the British Government
and its Allies could see the prospect of a victory
over both Germany and its Allies. In the period
before the defeat of the Turkish forces, high level
discussions were underway to draw up a declaration on behalf of the British Government affecting the hopes and aspirations of the Jewish people for their homeland.
Although the Declaration was to be made by
H M Government, both overt and covert support
and endorsement of other Nations was evident
behind the scenes including France and Russia
with successful diplomatic efforts by such individuals as Nahum Sokolow, Mark Sykes and Francois George-Picot.
Amongst the members of the War Cabinet at the
time of the Declaration were believing Christians
such as the Foreign Secretary Arthur James Balfour,
Jan Christian Smuts, and Andrew Bonar Law.
Although Chaim Weizmann was President of
the English Zionist Federation and of the utmost
significance in the events and efforts leading to
the Declaration itself he suggested that the final
document should be addressed to Lord Rothschild to be transmitted to the Zionist Federation
of Great Britain and Ireland. The Declaration was
issued on November 2nd, 1917.
Foreign Office, November 2nd, 1917
Dear Lord Rothschild,
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on
behalf of His Majesty’s Government, the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish
Zionist aspirations which has been submitted
to, and approved by, the Cabinet:
‘His Majesty’s Government view with favour
the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use their
best endeavours to facilitate the achievement
of this object, it being clearly understood
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in
any other country’.
I should be grateful if you would bring this
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist
Federation.
Yours sincerely
Arthur James Balfour
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The original letter was presented to The British Library in 1924 by Lionel Walter, 2nd Lord
Rothschild. A copy is on display at Waddesdon
Manor in Buckinghamshire.
The Declaration was issued before the defeat
of the Turkish forces in Palestine and the final
victory was not acknowledged until the final surrender of Fahreddin Pasha on 10 January, 1919.
The political and legislative trajectory of the
Balfour Declaration was to see its incorporation
into international law at a conference held at San
Remo in April 1920 and a prospective Mandate
began for British administration with a High
Commissioner appointed on 1 July, 1920.
A British Mandate for Palestine came into
effect on 29 September, 1923, which, according to
Balfour, was to see its terms supervised by but not
under the control of the Council for the League of
Nations. He was greeted with much enthusiasm
on his visit to Palestine and the inauguration of
the Hebrew University in 1925, and especially in
Tel Aviv.
The historic background to the desire to return to Israel for the Jewish people following
their dispersal to the four points of the compass
was not just the longing for a national home but
also the need for one against privations, anti-semitic riots, persecutions, pogroms and massacres
endured in the nations to which they had been
dispersed.
A light of hope and expectation had been
given by the Mandate derived from the Balfour
Declaration. And yet the administration of the
Mandate was in many ways shamefully handled
and for which account will have to be given before God. In 1947, after the Second World War, the
British Government brought the issues relating
to Palestine to the United Nations. The U.N. voted
for a deadline ending the Mandate of 1 August,
1948. A subsequent British announcement set
the date as the 14 May, 1948, on which date David
Ben-Gurion declared the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz Yisra’el, to be known as the State
of Israel, to come into force at midnight.
James Arthur Balfour had died on 19 March,
1930 and was not to see the State of Israel come
into being, yet on his deathbed he declared that
aiding Jewish restoration was possibly the most
worthwhile thing he had done.

The Balfour Forest planted in 1928 still exists.
Lionel Walter the 2nd Lord Rothschild died on 27
August, 1937. Chaim Weizmann became the first
President of Israel.
In 1967, Israel celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration by issuing two
stamps, one depicting Balfour (see inside front
cover) and the other, Weizmann. On the reverse of
each stamp, derived from Jeremiah 31:17, is written ‘Your children shall come back to their own
country’.
The Centenary of the Balfour Declaration will
be evidenced by many celebrations in Israel, the
United Kingdom and other countries. Prime Minister Theresa May has extended an invitation to
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to attend
planned celebrations in the UK.
The Jewish State of Israel grants automatic
citizenship to any Jewish person who can satisfy the authorities as to their descendancy. The
aliyah or return to Israel has grown over many
years and supported by many agencies and charities including Ebenezer.
To many, the phrase ‘Next Year in Jerusalem’,
‘le-shanah ha-ba’ah bi-Yerushalayim’, stated at the
close of the Passover Seder service and at the
Ne’ilah service for Yom Kippur which has been
traced back for many centuries, becomes a reality.
'And I will gather the remnant of my flock
out of all countries whither I have driven them,
and will bring them again to their folds; and they
shall be fruitful and increase’ (Jeremiah 23:3). ■
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Palestine under the Mandate 1920–1948. Albert M.
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2017 Gaulby
Festival of Grace

T

he 18th Gaulby Festival of Grace was held
at St Peter’s Parish Church, Gaulby, Leicestershire on Saturday, 9 September 2017.
Gaulby Reformed Evangelical Anglican Fellowship upholds the doctrines of the English reformers, subscribes to the Thirty Nine Articles of
the Church of England and uses the 1662 Book of
Common Prayer.
The event was inaugurated to
proclaim and celebrate the
gospel of grace, build up believers in their holy faith
and encourage them in
their Christian walk.
It has become one of
the most significant
rural parish events
in the county. The
subject this year
was ‘The Importance
of Prayer in the Life of
Christians’ with around
seventy five folk present who were blessed with
excellent ministry and warm
fellowship.
Our first speaker, Alec Taylor, is
the retired pastor of Chelmsley Wood Reformed
Baptist Church in Birmingham and author of the
Pilgrim Bible Notes. The subject of Alec’s address
was ‘The Importance of Bible Reading’ and he gave
us sound reasons why all Christians need to have
a time of personal Bible reading and prayer. He
began by reminding us that Jesus testified to
the fact that the Scriptures spoke of him (Luke
24:13–35).
We were exhorted to read our Bible regularly because it is the inspired word of God, is vital for our spiritual well-being, it strengthens us
to resist temptation and Scripture exhorts us to
be obedient to God’s Word. Our second speaker,
Roland Burrows, is the minister at Ebenezer Bap-
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tist Chapel, Old Hill (near Dudley). The subject of
Roland’s address was ‘Martin Luther—His Life and
Legacy’. We were given a fascinating account of
the life of Luther and how, at a time when the Roman Catholic Church was going astray, God called
a humble, obscure monk to change world history. Luther was a pious man who sought to follow
the practices of the Roman church but
could never find peace with God.
It was when he was reading
Scripture that he understood that Christians are
justified by faith alone
(Romans 1:17).
Our final speaker,
the Rev John Thackway, is the minister
at Holywell Evangelical Church in North
Wales,
Vice-Chairman of the General Committee of the
Trinitarian Bible Society,
lecturer at the London Reformed Baptist Seminary and
editor of Bible League Quarterly.
John spoke from Colossians 4:2-4 on the
subject of ‘How to Persevere in Prayer’ where it
says that we should ‘continue in prayer’ and that
we should ‘watch’.
We were encouraged to read our Bibles daily, to persist in prayer, and be stimulated by seeing the way in which God uses ordinary people
to accomplish His purposes. We left motivated
to be better servants of Jesus Christ and living
witnesses to his saving grace. We look forward
to meeting once again at the 2018 Gaulby Festival of Grace on Saturday, 8 September, 2018 (God
willing). ■
This report is taken from a press release supplied by the organisers.
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The Faithful Church
A sermon preached by the Rev Stephen Holland

‘And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and
no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do
lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved
thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon
him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.’ Revelation 3:7–13

O

f the seven churches featured in the book
of Revelation two have no charge labelled
against them, the persecuted church—
Smyrna—and the faithful church—Philadelphia.
Here we will look at just one of them, the faithful
church. Of the four different interpretations of
Revelation, the most accurate is the spiritual interpretation, where the book is seen in the light
of a full panoramic view of church history—from
the first coming of Christ to his complete return,
when he will set up a new heaven and a new
earth. Revelation is a book of symbols and not a
book of riddles. See the symbols and imagery as
pictures that speak of realities that the world and
Church will pass through throughout history, and
into the future.
I. The Persecution
The Church of Christ upon earth is promised trials and persecutions; ‘In the world ye shall have
tribulation’ (John 16:33). This does not mean one
continuous period of never-ending persecution.
This has never been the case, not even in the New
Testament. Persecution occurred in some areas,

but not in others. It lasted for a short time, or a
long time. It came from political sources, and
also from religious sources. It came from family groups, and from strangers. This may cause
surprise when we think that Christ has died for
his church and promises them joy and peace in
believing, and a home in heaven. We may well
ask the reason and purpose in persecution. The
reason is we are ever faced with forces of darkness and satanic powers that seek to destroy and
hinder the work of the gospel. The other reason is
man’s natural rejection and hatred towards God.
If man could destroy or kill God he would. The
obvious proof of that is the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ. Another reason is our sanctification, our
growth in holiness. It is not just the purpose of
God to save a people for his own name sake, but
to make them holy. The Church is surely purified
in time of trial and suffering. But she has one certain promise; not that there will be no persecution, but that Christ, the head of the Church, and
the one who has bought her, will not leave her in
her time of tribulation and distress.
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II. The Proclamation
One great task of the Church is to evangelise
the world. This was the great commission given
to the church, to ‘Go into all the world to preach
the gospel to every creature’ (Mark 16:15). But in
whose hands and power does that task lie—man’s
or God’s? Who opens doors and closes them? God
or man? We are told in verse 8: ‘I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it.’ This
is a quote from Isaiah 22:22: ‘So he shall open, and
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall
open.’ This is an open door for the gospel proclamation. It is Christ himself who said, 'I will build
my church and the gates of hell will not prevail
against it’ (Matthew 16:18). This task is not left to
the angels, but is given to the Church. Thankfully,
such a task is never left in the power of man. It is
not man who can open hearts, or even open doors
into the likes of nations where gospel freedom is
either greatly restricted or even forbidden. The
church at Philadelphia had not denied the name
of Christ because she proclaimed his message of
salvation. This is the major reason why Christ
leaves his Church in the world, and hasn’t taken
her straight to heaven. The elect of God must be
gathered in, and the chief means of that gathering is the Church left here on earth.
III. The Preservation
It may appear relatively easy to follow Christ at
a time of peace and ease. Yet at times of conflict,
persecution, and suffering, not so easy. Here is a
church who appeared to have ‘little strength’ (v.8).
The Head of the Church is not unconcerned about
her situation. She appears weak and small in the
eyes of a persecuting world. Maybe this church
was few numerically. Yet her strength lay not in
the power of numbers, or even in status and position. Her strength was in Jesus Christ alone. It is
for this reason she does not crumble; her strength
does not fail. There would come upon the known
world at that time severe persecution. Because
the church of Philadelphia had kept the word,
Christ would keep her from the hour of temptation.
This does not mean that she will be exempt from
persecution. It would make no sense why, for example, the church of Smyrna (the other church
that had no rebuke given) would go through trial
but Philadelphia not. Rather, it is protection from
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the power of Satan, not exemption from suffering.
She is encouraged, not to sleep in the comfort of
protection, but to ‘hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown’ (v.11).
IV. The Position
This small church with little strength would become a ‘pillar in the temple of God’ (v.12). This
picture would carry real meaning in a region frequented by earthquakes and crumbling pillars.
If the pillars collapse, the whole building comes
tumbling down. This would not be the condition
or end of the Philadelphian church. Not only that
but she is promised the name of her God. In addition to that, she is promised the new Jerusalem.
Heaven, not this present earth, is the destiny of
every Christian. Only those bearing the name of
Christ will be permitted to enter. Those merely
bearing the name Jew, but denying the Saviour
that those Jewish Scriptures spoke of, are described as those belonging to the ‘synagogue of
Satan’ (v.9). Such ones will be made to acknowledge the name of Christ and that of his people.
Every knee will bow and every mouth will eventually confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. There will
be no exceptions. We can only receive the blessed promises when we have a new name written.
That name is Jesus Christ. To be in Christ is to be
made alive. It is to be assured of God’s own forgiveness—man’s greatest need. All man-made
high positions in this world will be brought low.
The Psalmist says, ‘I had rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents
of wickedness’ (Psalm 84:10).
Conclusion
Whether in times of peace or times of conflict, the
true Church of Christ is promised her survival.
She has been the centre of attack by the enemy of
people’s souls—the devil. She has been the centre
of mockery and attack by an unbelieving world.
Yet she is beautiful in the eyes of the one who has
purchased her with his own blood—Jesus Christ.
The question should be for every man, woman, or
child: ‘Am I part of her?’ ■
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PTS Wickliffe Preacher
Engagements
The Rev. Stephen Holland

(North of England) (Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Church)

November
Wednesday 8th
The People's Church, 114 Shaw Street,
Everton, Liverpool, L6 1HW. 7.30pm.

Sunday 3rd
Parbold Evangelical Church,
Chorley Road, Hilldale, Parbold, Wigan,
WN8 7AN. 6.30pm.

Friday 24th
Stanley Park Church,
Walton Lane, Liverpool L4 4HQ. 7.30pm.

Tuesday 5th
Radcliffe Road Baptist Church,
Radcliffe Rd, Bury BL9 9LH. 7.30pm.

December

Wednesday 13th
Zion Tabernacle,
Grosvenor Road, Chester, CH1 1JG. 7.30pm.

Sunday 3rd
Parbold Evangelical Church, Chorley Road,
Hilldale, Parbold, Wigan, WN8 7AN. 10.30am.

‘Brethren pray for us’ 1 Thessalonians 5:25
Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

Fleet
Street
Events

Bitesize School of Theology
Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks during
November and December 2017
PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London
1.10–1.45 pm

November

December

Monthly Prayer Meetings
First Thursdays 1–2 pm
PTS Head Office

7th

Series on Sola Scriptura
Ken Brownell

Various leaders/speakers
5th, 12th, 19th (closed 26th)

14th

John Bunyan
Keith Berry

21st

Kenneth Brownell

Tea and coffee provided
Contact the office for further
details

28th

Cranmer & Justification
Edward Malcolm
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

The Bible is the Word of life
How well do you know the Bible? You may have
learned the order of the books, and you can turn
to any part quickly and easily. You may be able to
remember where in the Bible to find certain things
– the creation account in Genesis, the life of David
in 1 and 2 Samuel, or the record of the birth of the
Lord Jesus in the Gospels. No doubt you hear the
Bible being read in church, and hopefully at home
as well.
Five hundred years ago very few people knew
much of what was in the Bible. Most people could
not understand it, even if someone read it to them,
because it was written in Latin. Not even everyone
who read it knew what it meant, because some
men could read the letters, but did not know what
the words meant.
As for sermons explaining the things we read in the
Bible, these were mostly just stories. Some of the
stories were taken from the lives of the saints – not
the men and women whose lives are recorded in
the Bible, but people whom the Church decided
to call saints. These stories were often made up,
and were really meant to be word pictures to teach
people some lesson. Other stories were simply
made up – stories about talking horses, and so on.
Among those who could read the Bible there was
a big problem with understanding it. The Church
of the time had a particular way of understanding
the Word of God (for that is what the Bible is).
This meant that people did not have to think for
themselves when they read. Worse, if they dared
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to see in the Bible something different from what
they were told to see, they were accused of being
a heretic, and were in danger of going to prison,
or worse.
It is no wonder, then, that until about five hundred
years ago, most people had no real idea who the
Lord Jesus was. This had not always been the case,
but it had come about because people forgot what
the Bible really teaches.
But God, who has promised to never abandon
his Church, changed things. His servant, William
Tyndale, translated almost all the Bible into English.
He would have done it all, but his enemies found
him and he was killed before he could finish. Over
many years the English Bible was completed. Many
people bought copies, and all could hear the Word
of God being read in church. When they heard it,
they came to know the Lord Jesus.
This is why the Bible is the word of life. In it we are
told the good news of Jesus Christ, who alone can
save us from our sins. Over the centuries many
have come to know and love the Lord Jesus. Have
you? ■

Memory Verse:
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Fifteenth book of the Old Testament
Philistines brought the ark of the covenant here – 1 Samuel 5:1
Where Joseph found his brothers – Genesis 37:17
The brother of Joel – 1 Chronicles 11:38
Another name for Simeon – Acts 13:1
She opened the door to Peter – Acts 12:13
Nabal’s widow who married David – 1 Samuel 25:42
Animal mentioned in – Leviticus 11:30
One of King Saul’s servants – 1 Samuel 21:7
An angel came down from this place – Judges 2:1
A city near to Derbe – Acts 16:1
Aaron’s second son – 1 Chronicles 24:1
This man was afraid and fled into Egypt – Jeremiah 26:21
Terah died here – Genesis 11:32
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PTS Day Conference
Remembering Marin Luther and the Reformation
by Edward Malcolm

I

t was a great pleasure to welcome the Rev Dr
Nick Needham to speak at the PTS Day Conference, on Saturday, 21 October. The meeting
took place at, and by the kind permission of, the
Kensit Evangelical Church, Finchley.
Dr Needham will be well known to some as
the author of the series, 2000 Years of Christ's Power, published by Christian Focus. Now up to the
fourth volume, the series is expected to run to
five all told. In it Dr Needham provides sketches
of important events and people throughout the
two thousand years of Church history, a task for
which he is well qualified after many years of lecturing in the subject.
We benefitted from his years of experience
on Saturday, when Dr Needham took two subjects
concerning the Reformation. In the morning he
spoke on ‘Luther and the Material Principal of the
Reformation’. This involved him taking us through
the history of Luther's protest on 31 October, 1517,
and the background to it. We were shown how
Martin Luther came to understand the doctrine of
justification by faith alone. This was after a period of anxious enquiry into the true meaning of
the Scriptural phrase, ‘the righteousness of God’.
Luther came to see that God‘s righteousness is his
faithfulness, in that he keeps his promises; that
he puts right what has gone wrong, which is what
Christ came to do; and that he imputes righteousness to those who are in Christ. We were then
treated to a quick tour through Church history to
show that the true doctrine had been taught, not
only in the New Testament, but by the early Fathers, and even into the Middle Ages by men such
as Bernard of Clairvaux. We were left with the exhortation to rejoice that faith in Christ makes us
heirs of all things.
A period of questions followed, and some of
these themes were explored.
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The second session concerned ‘Martin Luther
and the Formal Principal of the Reformation.’
This dealt with the supreme authority of Scripture. Dr Needham showed how Luther was forced
by stages from submission to the authority of the
Pope, to the authority of General Councils, to the
authority of God‘s Word. The papal response to
the doctrine of justification by faith alone showed
Luther he could not acknowledge the authority of
the Bishop of Rome. His appeal to General Councils proved weak, when he came to see that such
Councils were not infallible. He was driven back
to the Word of God as the only reliable authority. This was made evident in his reply to Eck at
the Diet of Worms, when he refused to recant his
writings unless it could be shown from Scripture
or clear reason that he had erred.
Our speaker then took us through the Bible's
own testimony to itself, and it was good to be
reminded of the supreme authority of the Bible,
an authority sadly so ignored even in churches
today.
We are grateful to God for Dr Needham's helpful papers, and to those who helped organise and
run the Conference. In particular we would thank
Mrs Sarah Rae, whose tireless promotion of the
day meant that around 80 people attended. The
book stall proved popular.
CDs of the sessions will be available to buy at
the book shop, or they may be ordered, using the
contact details on the back cover. £3.50 for one CD,
£5.75 for both, including postage.
We would draw the attention of readers to the
books advertised on pages 116 and 117. Dr Needham
has produced a volume of Daily Readings in the
Early Fathers, which is a companion volume to the
George Whitefield title at the foot of page 117. ■
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Remembering the Martyrs
The PTS Ipswich Commemoration
by Stephen Holland

O
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monument bears on each of its three sides three

Concluded from page 119
One small caveat, the individual has got to
want to read this book. That may seem an obvious thing to say about any book—but I do not
think that this book will be picked up and read by

a ‘passer-by’. I say this simply because most will
dismiss the question on the cover out of hand,
and so not even open it. If they do then they will
benefit from it.
Firmly recommended as a tool for pastoral
work and encouragement. ■
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Gift Ideas
This is a time of year when many people are thinking of giving gifts to friends and
loved ones. Among the very many possible things one might give there are probably
few that will last year after year. Some of the books suggested here are all of the ‘Day
by day’ variety, with devotional pages for each day of the year, and most for both
morning and evening.
These are all available to order from our bookshop. Prices valid until 31 December, 2017.

Quiet Time for Christians: A Practical Guide
to Daily Bible Reading and Prayer.
Adrian V W Freer. £5.99, 158pp, paperback
‘The aim of this book is twofold: firstly to assist those who already have a quiet
time to make it more profitable and productive, and secondly to persuade those
who do not as yet have a regular time alone with God to embark on the rewarding
and lifelong journey of discovering the glorious truths recorded in God’s Word.’

The One Year Book Of Christian History.
Michael Rusten. £12.99, 832pp, paperback
‘What happened on this date in church history? From ancient Rome to the twenty-first century, from peasants to presidents, from missionaries to martyrs, this
book shows how God does extraordinary things through ordinary people every
day of the year. Each story appears on the day and month that it occurred and
includes questions for reflection and a related Scripture verse.’

The Bedside Book: Daily Readings and
Prayers for Testing Times.
David Short. £16.99, 80pp, paperback
‘Sometimes when we most need to read and pray, for example when illness strikes,
and energy is low and concentration is a struggle, we feel least able to do so.
David Short compiled this little book of brief morning and evening meditations
for times like these. When we are facing an uncertain future, pain, or depression,
and can't find peace, Christ is our Rock and God our Comfort, guarding our hearts
and minds.’
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Day By Day With J C Ryle.
£12.99, 400pp, paperback
‘His books have remained in print for a hundred years because Ryle was able to
touch the person in the street with clear teaching on doctrinal matters. He showed
how the Bible was relevant.
His writings thus lend themselves to a devotional format and here is a new
selection different to any that have gone before. Here Eric Russell has arranged
writings according to themes that develop the reader's understanding on a topic
before moving on to new pastures.
It is as refreshing as it is profound.’

Confessing the Faith Study Guide.
Emily Van Dixhoorn. £6.00, 184pp, paperback
‘Confessing the Faith Study Guide is a resource that aims to make group study easy.
The questions stick closely to the text of Chad Van Dixhoorn’s Confessing the Faith
and follow the chapter subheadings that you will find there. Some questions
cover essential doctrines; others explore scriptural passages; still others promote
personal application. Each chapter ends with a consideration for prayer.’

Truth for all time.
John Calvin. £10/£5, 160pp/98pp, softback/paperback
‘John Calvin knew that if the biblical truths rediscovered at the Reformation
were to spread throughout the world, they would have to be presented in a form
which ordinary people could understand. So, during the winter of 1536-1537, the
29 year old Calvin wrote, in French, his Brief Outline of the Christian Faith…This
is Calvin’s striking but concise attempt to define the Christian faith for ordinary
people!…Here you have the very core of Protestant belief and feel the warmth
of its ardent love for God and men.’ Note: two bindings available, as detailed above.

Daily Readings – George Whitefield.
Randall J Pederson. £12.99, 384pp, softback
‘The first devotional compiled solely from Whitefield's works and provides an excellent introduction to the spirituality of this eighteenth century evangelical. In
this carefully edited edition, Randall Pederson has chosen passages based upon
George Whitefield's letters and sermons that will encourage, inspire and challenge the reader each day. Bible passages are based upon the ESV.’
Daily Readings from Matthew Henry, The Puritans and The Early Church Fathers
are also available.
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Book Review
by Iain Stewart

He will hold me fast: a journey
through grace with cancer
Connie Dever
Christian Focus
256pp • £9.99 • paperback
ISBN 978–1–78191–985–9

T

he sub title of the book says, ‘a journey with
grace through cancer’, and that is what you
get! The author, Connie Dever is the wife of
Mark Dever, senior pastor of Capital Hill Baptist
Church, Washington, DC. However, this is not his
book, he rarely features in the story, because this
is Connie’s own story. She is her own remarkable
person, as you will come to know as you follow
her ‘blog’. And ‘blogposts’ are what it is all about.
When Connie was diagnosed with thyroid
cancer in 2013 she was devastated. Cancer is a
very lonely disease. Others may be alongside you,
to help you up when you are down; but it you who
has the cancer. Despite the loneliness, Connie is
not alone, she knows her God, the One who is
deep inside her, and he does not let her down.
This book is not about the ‘miracle’ cures we
sometimes hear about; it is not even an answer to
that kind of theology. It is about the real life of a
Christian who is suffering, and who nevertheless
will keep trusting whatever happens.
Connie writes in her ‘blog’ to her friends, asking for prayer; and then thanking them for praying when she comes through another part of her
treatment, and trial.
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She has her Bible, believes it is God’s Word,
and trusts its inner working power. She quotes
from both Bible testaments, especially the
Psalms, she draws nuggets out of the depth of
the Word. Then we are introduced to her extensive reading material. She quotes from Spurgeon,
and Mrs Spurgeon, and many of the Puritan writers, like Burroughs, Bunyan, Sibbes, and Newton.
Her more modern authors include Elizabeth Elliot, Joni Eareckson Tada, John Murray, Piper and
Campbell Morgan. She quotes from Kara Tippetts’
book, The Hardest Peace. She weaves all these into
her treatments, day by day. Despite sometimes
feeling very low and fearful, at others, she can be
praising the Lord for a good result. She has operations, scans, ultrasounds, and injections which
can have traumatic consequences on the body.
Yet in spite of all the scary medical procedures
she comes through with unfailing faith. As far as I
know Connie is doing well, but you must read her
book. It will deepen your understanding of those
who are suffering, and broaden your horizons
into God’s grace, which is everlasting through Jesus Christ. ■
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Book Review
by Dominic Stockford

Is hell for real? And other questions about
judgment, eternity and the God of love
Erik Raymond
The Good Book Company
169pp • £3.99 • paperback
ISBN 978–1–78498–068–9

W

hen I first set eyes on the title of this
book I was interested and encouraged.
Interested, because this is an area
which has been gradually moved into the backwaters of Christian discussion. Are we afraid of
speaking about hell and about the wrath of God
because someone will throw the accusation of
preaching ‘hellfire and brimstone’ at us? Or because we will be portrayed as being ‘unloving’ if
we do? Possibly, but neither are good reasons for
us to avoid the ‘aweful’ truth of hell and what it is.
Encouraged, because not only is someone
speaking about (writing about) the subject, but
it is in a small and straightforwardly presented
book from the Good Book Company. It is therefore
inexpensive, and also comes from a company that
has a reputation for providing helpful written material for both Christians and unbelievers. I was
particularly keen to see this book because I think
it can also have a particular use in teaching those
Christians who want to avoid the challenging side
of the Christian faith, both in their life and in the
way they present the Christian faith to others.
I was not and am not disappointed with it. It
has one or two tiny errata missed in the editing

process, but not ones which compromise its message in any way. Some will not like the use of the
NIV for quotations, but I don’t find that this causes any problems.
The four chapters present the reality of hell
without apology, but with careful and sensible
Biblical explanation. Their titles—‘Is hell real?’,
‘What is hell like?’, ‘The reason for hell’, and
‘Please… don’t go to hell’—give us some idea that
this book is intended for those who deny hell,
and is probably primarily intended for those who
deny Christianity. They also point to the honesty with which hell, judgment and the wrath of
God are dealt with here. Not merely with honesty
though, but with care and love too.
Erik Raymond clearly has a pastor’s heart,
and clearly finds the prospect of unbelievers going to hell an appalling one. So should we all, and
we would do well to be encouraged by this book
in our efforts to share God’s love as revealed in Jesus Christ. His appendices assist in this, covering
‘Alternative views on hell’ (and debunking unbiblical ones as he does so), and ‘Frequently asked
questions about hell’.
Concluded at foot of page 115
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Protestant Perspectives
An Uncertain Archbishop
by Stephen Holland

W

hen anyone fails to adhere to the plain
and simply teaching of the Bible on
any given matter, they will soon find
themselves struggling in the midst of confusion.
This is the situation the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, finds himself in. In a recent interview for GQ magazine, conducted by Alastair
Campbell, Tony Blair’s former Director of Communications, he was asked ‘is gay sex sinful?’ This
question is never asked of any leading Imam, or
Muslim politician. To my knowledge it has not
been asked of the current Mayor of London Sadiq
Khan, but could guarantee that if the mayor were
a Christian it would top the list.
When asked, Christians must not shrink away
in fear—or, worse, deny Scripture’s clear teaching
on this matter, as was the case with the former Lib
Dem leader Tim Farron. Both he and Archbishop
Welby are, or were, in privileged positions, able to
give the world a clear definition of the Creator’s
teaching and purpose on sexual relationships.
Both failed!
‘You know very well that is a question I can’t
give a straight answer to. Sorry, badly phrased
there. I should have thought that one through.
[Pause, mildly embarrassed.]’ Yes Mr Welby, you
should have thought that one through; after all
you are the spiritual leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion! Nothing positive is said anywhere in Scripture concerning such behaviour. ‘I
haven’t got a good answer to the question. I’ll be
really honest about that.’ One wishes the Archbishop would at least be honest with the Bible’s
teaching on the matter. He added, ‘the things that
seem to me to be absolutely central are around
faithfulness, stability of relationships and loving
relationships.’ No, that’s not what is central. What
is central for the Christian is first and foremost
faithfulness to Scripture; ‘We ought to obey God
rather than men’ (Acts 5:29). Yet he is clear on
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his confusion: ‘Yes. I am having to struggle to be
faithful to the tradition, faithful to the Scripture,
to understand what the call and will of God is in
the 21st century and to respond appropriately
with an answer for all people—not condemning
them, whether I agree with them or not—that
covers both sides of the argument. And I haven’t
got a good answer, and I am not doing that bit of
work as well as I would like.’ ‘Yes. I am copping out
because I am struggling with the issue.’
The answer to Mr Welby’s confusion is obvious. He must get back to the very clear teaching
on human sexuality as is presented in Scripture.
God formed man as male and female. Jesus very
clearly stated: ‘Have ye not read, that he which
made them at the beginning made them male
and female, and said, For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?’
(Matthew 19:4–5). This is what the church should
be looking for from the leader of the Anglican
Church; and not a ‘copping out’! Tell us, Mr Welby,
what the Bible says. If you cannot, or you are not
sure, perhaps you are in the wrong job!
These things matter, not only because of the
obvious—faithfulness to God and his Word—but
also out of deepest love to our fellow human being. We all need the forgiveness of sin. If the Archbishop is not sure of whether homosexual acts are
sinful or not, he is no friend to those struggling
with or engaged in what the Bible clearly teaches
is sinful. ‘Know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind… And such were some of you: but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified’ (1 Corinthians
6:9–11). This is the message that we need to hear
from our national spiritual leaders. ■
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Books available from our bookshop
bookshop@protestanttruth.com

John Flavel
BoT 320pp p/b £6.25

Ian Hamilton
BoT 192pp p/b £6

J.C. Ryle
BoT 72pp h/b £5

C.H. Spurgeon
BoT 328pp p/b £5.75

Nick Needham
CF 400pp soft cover £14.99

J.V. Fesko
RHB 152pp p/b £14.99

Laura Martin
CF 96pp p/b £6.99

Rebecca Van Doodwaard
BoT 416pp board £6 each
(Katharina Luther, Susannah Spurgeon, George Whitefield, Martyn Lloyd-Jones)

Please note that advertised prices do not include the cost of postage and packing
Churches, ministers, theological students and friends are eligible for a discount on purchases

184 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HJ

Tel:
020 7405 4960
Email: bookshop@protestanttruth.com
Open: Monday to Friday 9.30 a.m. – 5.30 p.m.
(Shop closed 23 December 2017 – 2 January 2018)
In our bookshop you will find a good selection of:
Bibles, Commentaries
Concordances
Dictionaries
Evangelical & Reformed Books
Children’s Books
Devotional Works

Coming to the shop?

Periodicals
DVDs and CDs
Greetings Cards
Text-Picture Frames
Posters
Stationery etc

Tube:
Chancery Lane (Central)
and Temple (Circle & District)
(both eight minutes walk)

Bus:
341, 172, 76, 26, 23, 15, 11 and 4
(all stop within a few yards of
the shop)

How To Find Us

2018 diary
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Bible texts (AV) for each day of the year
Protestant
WEEK TO VIEW
layout
- 120pp
Truth
Society
Christian
devotional pages
Bookshop
2018 engagements
pages to March
184 Fleet Street
handy pocketLondon
or handbag size
EC4A 2HJ
available in a Tel:
choice
of4960
two gloss
020 7405
Email: bookshop@protestanttruth.com
Open: designs
Monday to Friday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
laminated cover
103rd year of production
In our bookshop you will find a good selection of:
Bibles, Commentaries
Periodicals
Concordances
DVDs and CDs
Dictionaries
Greetings Cards
Evangelical & Reformed Books
Text-Picture Frames
Children’s Books
Posters
Devotional Works
Stationery etc

£2.50 each (£3.10 posted)
10 for £25 (post free)
20 for £37 (post free)

My Pocket Companion 2018

My Pocket
Companion
2018

Front cover image © Catuncia/Shutterstock

My Pocket Companion 2018

My Pocket Companion

Front cover image © Navin Mistry/Shutterstock

nttruth.com
30 am – 5:30 pm

od selection of:
Periodicals
DVDs and CDs
Greetings Cards
Text-Picture Frames
Posters
Stationery etc

Protestant
Truth Society
Christian
Bookshop

My Pocket
Companion
2018

Order yours today while stocks last
£2.50 each (£3.10 posted)
122

10 for £25 (post free)

20 for £37 (post free)
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