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Witnesses
The Honorary Editor

T

he search for evidence is very much in the
news. What evidence is there that Russia
was responsible for the poison chemical
attack in Salisbury? What evidence is there that
the Syrian government was responsible for the
poison gas attack in Douma? What evidence is
there that there even was such an attack? Having
evidence is useful, and at times is very necessary;
suspicions can be wrong, although they can also
be exactly correct. If only there was a witness
who could come forward to tell others what he or
she actually observed. That would go a long way
to resolving some of the doubts and difficulties
that exist in the minds of some people.
There is one matter that divides people more
deeply than anything else. Did Jesus of Nazareth
rise again after his crucifixion, or did he not? If he
did, Islam, Judaism and atheism fall at a stroke. If
Jesus Christ rose from the dead, no other religion
is of any value, and no philosophy, which does
not have the resurrection at its heart, can teach
anything worthwhile. If he did not, the Christian
faith is rendered worthless. If Christ did not rise
from the dead, we are indeed of all men most
miserable, 1 Corinthians 15:19. If only there was
a credible witness or two to this supposed event;
how helpful it would be to be have their testimony!
No doubt all readers of Protestant Truth will
cry, But there are many witnesses, up to 500 at
one time, as well as all the apostles including
Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:5–8. Indeed, and we have
the testimony of many of them. Their testimony
is to be found in the Gospels. All four Gospel writers tell us that there were several witnesses to
Christ’s death, to his burial, and to the emptiness
of the tomb on the morning of the third day. They
tell us that a number of people saw the Lord Jesus

alive on that third day, and after. They record the
fact that Jesus was seen ascending into heaven,
Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51. Luke gives us considerably more information about that event in Acts 1.
Later in that same book we are told of dying Stephen’s vision of Jesus standing on the right hand
of God, Acts 7:55. Having seen the wondrous sight,
he could not keep quiet, but bore witness of the
fact, v. 56. For this he was hurried out of the city
and murdered by stoning.
Stephen shows us what is at stake for those
who bear witness to the great truth of the resurrection. It is a doctrine that is hateful to all, apart
from those who are given faith to believe it.
The doctrine is hateful to those who believe
that Jesus is not God. No man has risen from the
dead and ascended into heaven, and so to claim
that Jesus did so is to claim that he is God. Some
religions consider this blasphemy—not because
it is blasphemy, for if Jesus really is God, then it
cannot be blasphemy to say so. Rather, they consider this to be blasphemy because they will not
have Jesus to be God. It does not fit their system,
nor match their conception of God. Therefore
they hate the doctrine, and turn against any who
profess to believe it.
Some hate the doctrine because it defies their
world view. In their minds, the world follows certain laws, and the possibility of the resurrection
of the dead is contrary to those laws. But what are
natural laws? There is no rule book available to
scientists to consult. All they have is observation.
They see that, by and large, the physical world
conforms to certain patterns. It operates within
a series of principles that man is able to observe,
and so predict the actions of things from planets
to atoms, according to those principles. Resurrection cannot take place within these principles,
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and so must be denied as being contrary to the
laws of science. Of course, if there really is a God
worthy of the name, then he cannot be bound by
those principles. All they do is demonstrate that
he is, and that he is a God of order. Sir Isaac Newton replied to those who were delighted with his
laws of universal gravity, and saw them as an excuse to deny God, by saying, Gravity may explain
why the planets move as they do, but it cannot
explain who made them in the first place.
Nature is itself a witness to God. Barnabas
and Paul said as much to the people of Lystra,
Acts 14, who wrongly concluded from the evidence before them that Barnabas was Jupiter, and
Paul was Mercury. When the missionaries understood what was being said of them, and that sacrifice was about to made to them, they cried out,
‘God … left not himself without witness, in that
he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and
gladness.’ The problem is that the world view entertained by those who do not know the true and
living God is incapable of seeing these blessings
as evidence for God and his gracious nature.
This is why human witnesses are given. This is
why Barnabas and Paul came to Lystra, that they
might be able to teach the people the truth. This is
why the Lord Jesus showed himself alive after his
resurrection to so many people, that there would
be those who would declare the fact to others. We
receive their testimony, if in fact we believe the
biblical record concerning the resurrection.
Of course, as Paul is at pains to point out to the
Corinthians, if we deny their evidence we make
them out to be liars. They have affirmed that their
witness is true, as John said, John 19:35 of the fact
of Christ’s death on the cross. If we receive their
evidence, and believe their witness, it is because
we have been given a new understanding. Those
who deny this witness trust in their own logic
and reason, as well as their senses. They consider
us to be mad, credulous types, who just as easily
believe any nonsense going. What they cannot
understand is that it is they who are credulous,
because they have believed a lie. They have denied the true and living God, and are content to
do so because the implications of accepting are
too hard for them to contemplate.
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If we have received the witness of the apostles
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
it is not possible that we have refused their witness in all other matters. Jesus Christ was born of
a virgin, he performed mighty miracles, and he
foretold his death and resurrection. He claimed
to be the Son of God, the Saviour of the world,
and the only hope of sinners. We receive all these
things, and much more beside—all the matters
that arise because of these great things.
And so we become witnesses ourselves. We
bear testimony to saving grace, to the power of
forgiveness, and to the unspeakable joy of knowing the love of God through the Lord Jesus Christ.
We confess that we are filled with the Holy Spirit,
and that he is our Comforter and guide, teaching us to know Christ as we read the Bible. Our
lives become witnesses to the reality of the new
birth, as we abandon former sins, and begin to
walk after righteousness. Those ignorant Christians we once despised are now the very people
whose company we seek out, and in whose presence we are most at ease. Sermons, which once
seemed irredeemably boring and censorious now
thrill us (at least at times) as the preacher holds
forth Jesus Christ in his beauty and glory. Heaven,
which was once the dullest prospect imaginable,
now becomes the place we long to enter. The worship and praise of the triune God, which was once
meaningless mumbo jumbo, is now the matter
that pours from our heart. In all this, we bear witness to the reality of regeneration.
It may be that we are called upon to witness
in other ways. When Christ is being blasphemed
on the lips of those in whose company we find
ourselves, we must take a stand, and declare that
it is sin to so speak of the Lord of glory. When we
are expected to enter into the sins of others, we
must refuse to do so, giving a reason why; it is
not enough to mumble an excuse, but we must
declare plainly that, for Christ’s sake, we will not
do as they intend to do.
Such a witness may come at a cost. Stephen
paid for his witness to the resurrection and ascension of Christ, as well as to his divinity, with
his life. Many more have done so down the centuries. And this is why the word ‘witness’ is the
same as ‘martyr.’ Let us be witnesses for Christ. ■
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In the News
Islam in the USA
‘While America’s Muslim population has risen
by 50 per cent in the last decade, 23 per cent of
those raised as Muslim no longer identify with
that faith. That means roughly 1 in 4 Muslims in
this country will apostatise. For comparison, 21
per cent of those raised [Roman] Catholic have
left the Church, according to a 2015 Pew survey.
Americans are un-mosquing at an even faster
rate than they are un-churching.’
This information is contained in a report in
The Catholic Herald. The author states his opinion that the stability of Protestant numbers is
due to the lack of immigration from Protestant
countries, meaning the ‘immigration effect’ is
minimised. He notes that the rise in attendance
at mass in, for instance, Sweden, is driven by an
increase in Polish immigration to that country. A
similar trend was noted here in Britain, when a
large increase in Eastern European immigration
took place.
Rather than see immigration, and the pressures of secular US society, as helping to draw
Muslims away from their parental religion, the
author of the report compares the situation in the
US with that which we have in Britain. Ghettoisation is the response of some to the unwanted
influence of secular society, and the author compares this with the rise in home schooling among
conservative Christians.
It was reported some years ago that Muslim immigrants to Britain had feared that their
children would grow up to abandon their faith.
Instead, they have seen their grandchildren’s
generation become radicalised. Does the same
future await in the United States? The only answer, both to Islam (radical or otherwise) and to
rampant secularism, is the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Crucifix or Christ?
‘Here is the key to our salvation, the key for having patience on the journey of life, the key to
overcome our deserts: looking at the Crucifix.’
This is according to a recent papal homily,
in which the audience was told that the bronze
serpent held up by Moses in the wilderness is a
figure of Christ on the cross. No Protestant would
disagree. The lesson, according to Francis, is that,
when we are depressed and tired out with life’s
journey, we should look at a crucifix. No Protestant would agree.
Behind all this imagery lies an element of
truth; we are indeed healed by Christ’s wounds.
However, we do not benefit from Christ’s death by
gazing on representations of his death, but by believing on the Redeemer and Saviour of sinners.
For all the spiritual language applied to crucifixes, and all the claims made for them as aids to
devotion, such things come between men and the
Saviour. The Protestant Reformation delivered us
from such superstitions. We have much for which
to thank God.
PTS News
A PTS Christian Heritage Walk is planned for Saturday 12 May, from 10.15 am. This will include a
visit to the British Library, and will be led by Pastor Keith Berry. Contact Sarah Rae at the book shop
for more information.
The annual Bury St Edmunds Martyr Memorial
meeting will be held, DV, on Saturday 26 May, 3pm.
The location is the Great Churchyard, IP33 1LS.
The second Study Day is advertised for Saturday
23 June. See the back cover for details. Recordings of
Keith Ferdinando’s talks at the Spring Study Day are
available free on the PTS web site. If anyone needs a
CD copy, please contact Sarah Rae. ■
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General Data Protection Regulation
Introduction
The Protestant Truth Society (PTS) is committed
to helping maintain your privacy. We deeply appreciate that you have trusted us with personal
information and we are committed to treating it
confidentially. Below are key points from the specific guidelines describing how your information
is used.
How we collect your information
PTS will only collect personal information from
you directly for three specific purposes. These are:
• To send you copies of the magazine or other
publications which you have requested.
• To respond to queries you have raised with us
via our website or by any other means.
• To process ‘Gift Aid’ claims on donations you
make to PTS where you have indicated that
you wish us to make such claims.
The contact information that we collect online
or by email, phone or mail may include all or some
of the following: Name, complete address, phone,
email address.
What happens if you do not provide
the personal information we request
If you do not provide some or all of the information requested, PTS may not be able to provide
you with the publication or response you require.
How we use your information
PTS is extremely careful with the personal information you provide. We will use it to:
• Respond to your correspondence, questions,
comments, suggestions, thoughts, opinions and
prayer requests.
• Process your request for publications including
the magazine.
• Contact you to confirm specific requests or provide information we think may be of particular
interest to you.
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•

•

Continually update, develop, design and customize the content of our web site to meet the
needs, interests and requests of our audience.
We will always provide a way for you to be removed from our mailing lists.

PTS never sells, rents or leases personal information, nor do we pass personal information to other organizations with the exception of HMRC who
require personal information in order to process
Gift Aid claims.
PTS never passes on personal information to
others except as required by law.
How you can access your
personal information
Simply use ‘Contact Information’ below to request
access to your personal information. If it looks
like it might take longer to retrieve your personal
information than we first expected, we will tell
you when it should be available.
Contact
If you have questions or concerns about any information in this Privacy Policy or wish to complain
about a possible breach of your privacy, please
contact the Trustees of the Protestant Truth Society using contact details as listed below:
Chairman: The Rev. Dominic Stockford, Christ
Church House, 65, Elmfield Avenue, Teddington,
Middlesex, TW11 8BX. 0208 977 6144. Email church@
christ-church.org.uk.
Company Secretary: Mr George Rae, 184 Fleet
Street, London, EC4A 2HJ. 020 7405 4960. Email:
george@protestanttruth.com
A full copy of the Privacy Policy may be obtained from
PTS by writing to George Rae at the above address by
post or email, or by calling the telephone number. ■
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Christ is all
A sermon by J. C. Ryle, part 3
‘Christ is all’ (Colossians 3:11)

We must come in the name of Jesus, standing on
no other ground, pleading no other plea than
this, ‘Christ died on the cross for the ungodly, and
I trust in him. Christ died for me, and I believe
on him.’
The garment of our Elder Brother—the righteousness of Christ—this is the only robe which
can cover us, and enable us to stand in the light of
heaven without shame.
The name of Jesus is the only name by which
we shall obtain an entrance through the gate of
eternal glory. If we come to that gate in our own
names, we are lost, we shall not be admitted, we
shall knock in vain. If we come in the name of Jesus, it is a passport and Shibboleth, and we shall
enter and live.
The mark of the blood of Christ is the only
mark that can save us from destruction. When
the angels are separating the children of Adam
in the last day, if we are not found marked with
that atoning blood, we had better never have been
born.
Oh, let us never forget that Christ must be ‘all’
to that soul who would be justified! We must be
content to go to heaven as beggars, saved by free
grace, simply as believers in Jesus—or we shall
never be saved at all.
Is there a thoughtless, worldly soul among the
readers of this book? Is there one who thinks to
reach heaven by saying hastily at the last, ‘Lord
have mercy on me,’ without Christ? Friend, you
are sowing misery for yourself, and unless you
alter, you will awake to endless woe.
Is there a proud, formal soul among the readers of this book? Is there any one thinking to make
himself fit for heaven, and good enough to pass
muster by his own doings? Brother, you are build-

ing a Babel, and you will never reach heaven in
your present state.
But is there a labouring, heavy-laden one
among the readers of this book? Is there one who
wants to be saved, and feels a vile sinner? I say
to such an one, ‘Come to Christ, and he shall save
you. Come to Christ, and cast the burden of your
soul on him. Fear not: only believe.’
Do you fear wrath? Christ can deliver you from
the wrath to come. Do you fear the curse of a broken law? Christ can redeem you from the curse of
the law. Do you feel far away? Christ has suffered,
to bring you nigh to God. Do you feel unclean?
Christ’s blood can cleanse all sin away! Do you
feel imperfect? You shall be complete in Christ. Do
you feel as if you were nothing? Christ shall be ‘all
in all’ to your soul. Never did saint reach heaven
with any tale but this, ‘I was washed and made
white in the blood of the Lamb’ (Revelation 7:14).
(b) But again, Christ is not only all in the justification of a true Christian, but he is also all in his
sanctification.
I would not have any one misunderstand me. I
do not mean for a moment to undervalue the work
of the Spirit. But this I say, that no man is ever
holy till he comes to Christ and is united to him.
Till then his works are dead works, and he has no
holiness at all. First you must be joined to Christ,
and then you shall be holy. ‘Without him (separate
from him) you can do nothing’ (John 15:5).
And no man can grow in holiness except he
abides in Christ. Christ is the great root from which
every believer must draw his strength to go forward. The Spirit is his special gift, his purchased
gift for his people. A believer must not only ‘receive Christ Jesus the Lord,’ but ‘walk in him, and
be rooted and built up in him’ (Colossians 2:6, 7).
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Would you be holy? Then Christ is the manna
you must daily eat, like Israel in the wilderness
of old. Would you be holy? Then Christ must be
the rock from which you must daily drink the
living water. Would you be holy? Then you must
be ever looking unto Jesus—looking at his cross,
and learning fresh motives for a closer walk with
God—looking at his example, and taking him for
your pattern. Looking at him, you would become
like him. Looking at him, your face would shine
without your knowing it. Look less at yourself and
more at Christ, and you will find besetting sins
dropping off and leaving you, and your eyes enlightened more and more every day. (Hebrews 2:2;
2 Corinthians 3:18).
The true secret of coming up out of the wilderness, is to come up ‘leaning on the Beloved’
(Song 8:5). The true way to be strong is to realise
our weakness, and to feel that Christ must be all.
The true way to grow in grace, is to make use of
Christ as a fountain for every minute’s necessities.
We ought to employ him as the prophet’s wife employed the oil—not only to pay our debts, but to
live on also. We should strive to be able to say, ‘The
life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me’ (2 Kings 4:7; Galatians 2:20).
I pity those who try to be holy without Christ!
Your labour is all in vain. You are putting money
in a bag with holes. You are pouring water into a
sieve. You are rolling a huge round stone uphill.
You are building up a wall with untempered mortar. Believe me, you are beginning at the wrong
end. You must come to Christ first, and he shall
give you his sanctifying Spirit. You must learn to
say with Paul, ‘I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me’ (Philippians 4:13).
(c) But again, Christ is not only all in the sanctification of a true Christian, but all in his comfort
in time present.
A saved soul has many sorrows. He has a body
like other men, weak and frail. He has a heart like
other men, and often a more sensitive one too. He
has trials and losses to bear like others, and often
more. He has his share of bereavements, deaths,
disappointments, crosses. He has the world to oppose, a place in life to fill blamelessly, unconverted relatives to bear with patiently, persecutions to
endure, and a death to die.
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And who is sufficient for these things? What shall
enable a believer to bear all this? Nothing but ‘the
consolation there is in Christ’ (Philippians 2:1).
Jesus is indeed the brother born for adversity.
He is the friend that sticketh closer than a brother,
and he alone can comfort his people. He can be
touched with the feeling of their infirmities, for he
suffered himself (Hebrews 4:15). He knows what
sorrow is, for he was a man of sorrows. He knows
what an aching body is, for his body was racked
with pain. He cried, ‘All my bones are out of joint’
(Psalm 22:14.) He knows what poverty and weariness are, for he was often wearied and had not
where to lay his head. He knows what family unkindness is, for even his brethren did not believe
him. He had no honour in his own house.
And Jesus knows exactly how to comfort his
afflicted people. He knows how to pour in oil and
wine into the wounds of the spirit, how to fill up
gaps in empty hearts, how to speak a word in season to the weary, how to heal the broken heart,
how to make all our bed in sickness, how to draw
nigh when we are faint, and say, ‘Fear not: I am
thy salvation’ (Lamentations 3:57).
We talk of sympathy being pleasant. There is
no sympathy like that of Christ. In all our afflictions he is afflicted. He knows our sorrows. In all
our pain he is pained, and like the good Physician,
he will not measure out to us one drop of sorrow
too much. David once said, ‘In the multitude of my
thoughts within me, Thy comforts delight my soul’
(Psalm 94:19). Many a believer, I am sure, could say
as much. ‘If the Lord himself had not stood by me,
the deep waters would have gone over my soul’
(Psalm 124:5).
How a believer gets through all his troubles
appears wonderful. How he is carried through the
fire and water he passes through seems past comprehension. But the true account of it is just this,
that Christ is not only justification and sanctification, but consolation also.
Oh, you who want unfailing comfort, I commend you to Christ! In him alone there is no failure. Rich men are disappointed in their treasures.
Learned men are disappointed in their books.
Husbands are disappointed in their wives. Wives
are disappointed in their husbands. Parents are
disappointed in their children. Statesmen are
disappointed when, after many a struggle, they
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attain place and power. They find out, to their
cost, that it is more pain than pleasure, that it is
disappointment, annoyance, incessant trouble,
worry, vanity, and vexation of spirit. But no man
was ever disappointed in Christ.
(d) But as Christ is all in the comforts of a
true Christian in time present, so Christ is all in
his hopes for time to come.
Few men and women, I suppose, are to be
found who do not indulge in hopes of some
kind about their souls. But the hopes of the vast
majority are nothing but vain fancies. They are
built on no solid foundation. No living man but
the real child of God—the sincere, thorough-going Christian—can give a reasonable account of
the hope that is in him. No hope is reasonable
which is not Scriptural.
A true Christian has a good hope when he
looks forward: the worldly man has none. A true
Christian sees light in the distance: the worldly
man sees nothing but darkness. And what is the
hope of a true Christian? It is just this, that Jesus Christ is coming again, coming without sin,
coming with all his people, coming to wipe away
every tear, coming to raise his sleeping saints
from the grave, coming to gather together all his
family, that they may be for ever with him.
Why is a believer patient? Because he looks
for the coming of the Lord. He can bear hard
things without murmuring. He knows the time
is short. He waits quietly for the King.
Why is he moderate in all things? Because he
expects his Lord soon to return. His treasure is
in heaven: his good things are yet to come. The
world is not his rest, but an inn; and an inn is
not home. He knows that he that shall come will
soon come, and will not tarry. Christ is coming,
and that is enough.
This is indeed a ‘blessed hope!’ (Titus 2:13).
Now is the school-time—then the eternal holiday. Now is the tossing on the waves of a troublesome world—then the quiet harbour. Now is
the scattering—then the gathering. Now is the
time of sowing—then the harvest. Now is the
working season—then the wages. Now is the
cross—then the crown.
People talk of their ‘expectations’ and hopes
from this world. None have such solid expecta-

tions as a saved soul. He can say, ‘My soul, wait
thou only upon God; my expectation is from
him; (Psalm 62:5).
In all true saving religion Christ is all: all
in justification—all in sanctification—all in
comfort,—all in hope. Blessed is that mother’s
child that knows it, and far more blessed is he
that feels it too. Oh, that men would prove themselves, and see what they know of it for their
own souls!
IV. One thing more I will add, and then I have
done. Let us understand that Christ will be all in
heaven.
I cannot dwell long on this point. I have not
power, if I had space and room. I can ill describe
things unseen and a world unknown. But this I
know, that all men and women who reach heaven will find that even there also ‘Christ is all.’
Like the altar in Solomon’s temple, Christ
crucified will be the grand object in heaven. That
altar struck the eye of everyone who entered the
temple gates. It was a great brazen altar, twenty
cubits broad—as broad as the front of the temple itself (2 Chronicles 3:4; 4:1.) So in like manner will Jesus fill the eyes of all who enter glory. In the midst of the throne, and surrounded
by adoring angels and saints, there will be ‘the
Lamb that was slain.’ And ‘the Lamb shall be the
light’ of the place (Revelation 5:6; 21:23).
The praise of the Lord Jesus will be the eternal song of all the inhabitants of heaven. They
will say with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain. Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be to him that sitteth on the throne,
and to the Lamb for ever and ever’ (Revelation 5:12, 13).
The service of the Lord Jesus will be one eternal occupation of all the inhabitants of heaven.
We shall ‘serve him day and night in his temple’
(Revelation 7:13). Blessed is the thought that we
shall at length attend on him without distraction, and work for him without weariness. ■
To be continued
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

How loved are you?
Please begin by reading the parable of the Prodigal
Son, in Luke 15:11–32. You may have read it last
time, but read it again to remind yourself of all it
says.
When the Prodigal Son returned he was welcomed
with open arms by his father. His brother was not
so happy to see him, and soon complained to his
father about the celebration that had begun. We
may think that the brothers knew how much they
were loved, but is that true? We said something last
time about the younger brother, and about how he
did not realise how loved he was until he had no
friends and no hope. What about his older brother?
The older brother was content to wait for his
inheritance to come at the right time. He did not
join his younger brother in asking to have it at
the same time. When the prodigal returned, his
older brother was still working in the field, v.25,
and he was surprised to hear the sound of music
and dancing. His surprise turned to anger when
he heard that his younger brother had returned,
and that he had been welcomed by their father,
and that his return was being celebrated to
lavishly. He complained, ‘Lo, these many years do
I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy
commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a
kid, that I might make merry with my friends’ (v.29).
Note his complaint. He has served his father; he has
obeyed every commandment; he has never been
given even a kid (a young goat) to cook as a feast
for his friends. What does this tell us about him?
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In a word, he saw himself as a servant—and that
is exactly how his younger brother saw himself,
vv.17–19.
Hear the father's response, v.31. ‘Son, thou art ever
with me, and all that I have is thine.’ In other words,
I do not see you as a servant but as my son, and
I know you will always be loyal. Because you are
my son you are free to take anything that is mine,
because it is yours!
The Lord Jesus said this to warn the Pharisees (who
believed they were the most faithful and obedient
of all the Jews) that they should not act like
servants. The way to please God is not to think we
can earn his love by keeping his commandments.
The way to please God is to love him, obey him,
and enjoy the wonderful blessings he gives to his
children.
How many of us have grown up in a Christian home,
and with a good church? Have we understood that
the children of God are not servants? We are not to
go around as if it is a miserable and hard business
to serve God. Rather, we should enter into the joy
of our Lord. May we learn to do so. ■

Memory Verse:
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed.
John 8:36
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

Hidd
e
s
r
en Bible Ve
Job 29:16

1.

I was a father to the

2.

While we were

3.

He knoweth

4.

Take this child away and nurse it for

5.

The

6.

They have ears

they hear not Psalm 115:6

7.

For judgment I

come into this world John 9:39

8.

There came out a fire from the

9.

Thou art my refuge

sinners Christ died for us Romans 5:8
way that I take Job 23:10
Exodus 2:9

shall lie down in safety Isaiah 14:30

Numbers 16:35
my portion Psalm 142:5

remember all their wickedness Hosea 7:2

10.
11.

As he

in his heart, so is he Proverbs 23:7

12.

Think

me, my God, for good Nehemiah 5:19

When you have found all the words in the spaces above, put them in the right order to make
part of a last verse from one of the Psalms. The first word is inserted to start you off.

‘But

’
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The Worship of God
A sermon preached on Revelation 7:11–12 by the Rev. Stephen Holland
Introduction
The great purpose of the Book of Revelation is to
reveal the glories of Jesus Christ, who in turn gives
comfort and protection to his beloved Church
while she is here upon earth. Whilst she has not
been promised immunity from persecution, she
has been promised help and comfort by the Head
of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ. Revelation
divides itself up into seven parallel sections that
run concurrently in time: 1–3, 4–7, 8–11, 12–14,
15–16, 17–19 and 20–22. Each section ends either
in the triumph of God’s people or the destruction
and judgment of evil. The events described in
these sections are ever repeated throughout the
full period of Church history, ranging between
the first and second comings of Christ. It is neither past or future; it is always ever past, present,
and continuous.
I. The Priority of Worship
The highest act any creature can do is to offer worship to the one who created and made all things.
This, after all, is what we were created for. Here
John sees three expressions of worship being carried out. He sees angels, elders, and four beasts (or
creatures). These are gathered around the throne
expressing and offering worship to God. Who are
these that are seen offering worship? The first
are the highest creatures God has created—the
angels. These rather mysterious creatures are
constantly doing God’s business. Even the fallen
angels do his bidding (Hebrews 1:14). The second
group are the elders. The elders are numbered 24
(Revelation 5:8). The 12 tribes, already mentioned
in verses 1–8, are representative of God’s Old Testament people. The disciples of Jesus numbered
also 12. It is upon the 12 Apostles that the church
is built (Ephesians 2:20). Here then is the Old and
New Testament people of God—the church. As
to the four beasts (or living creatures), they are
a higher form of angelic beings—the Cherubim.
(Ezekiel 1:5,10; 10:20).
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II. The Posture of Worship
The posture demonstrated through all these
groups—the angels, the church, and the Cherubim—are reflective of how God is to be approached and worshipped. None know more than
the angels, whatever their rank, how God is to be
worshipped and feared. It is to be regretted that
is not often reflected within the church. An overly casual and flippant approach to God is to be
abhorred, and should be discouraged by those
in pastoral responsibility. Sadly this trend of
the casual and relaxed is promoted even within
some professed Reformed congregations. It is a
failure to grasp the whole meaning of Reformed
worship if we limit ourselves to what has come
to be known as the five points. We see those involved in the worship of God, in our passage, as
ones who cast themselves in reverence before the
Lord. They fall on their faces. This is also testified
to when the wise men visited the Lord as a baby:
‘When … they saw the young child … and fell
down, and worshipped him’ (Matthew 2:11). It is
common to see people today fall backwards. Yet
it was only the enemies of the Lord that ever fell
backwards (John 18:6).
III. The Purpose of Worship
The whole purpose of worship is to bring honour
and glory to the Triune God—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. The whole Trinity should be included
within the scope of our public worship. While it
is most certainly true that the whole of our lives,
whether it be eating, drinking, or whatever, these
are acts of worship to God; the public worship of
God, offered up by his people, is a most special
act of worship. This, though not exclusively, is carried out on the Lord’s Day. Those neglecting such
duty are sinning grievously against the Lord, his
church, and even themselves. Man’s own happiness must never be the purpose of our worship.
Though man is never more happy than when he
is worshipping God, this happiness and joy is a
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‘Brethren pray for us’ 1 Thessalonians 5:25
Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

by-product of such worship, it is never the goal.
We must be careful to worship God in ways that
he has prescribed in his Word, and not how we
think is best or most fitting. We must give God the
worth that he alone rightly deserves.
IV. The Pronouncement of Worship
They offer to God a sevenfold praise (v.12). They
cry Amen, that is surely, indeed, let it be. It is sometimes translated as truly, or verily. Their sevenfold praise is offered as: blessing, glory, wisdom,
thanksgiving, honour, power, and might. These expressions are not points of mere hyperbole. God
is truly infinite. He is far more glorious, wonderful, powerful, than we could ever imagine. No being could truly stand unaided in the full glory of

God—even the angels cover themselves. We are
to pronounce all of our worship to God in the way
we find in the Word of God. We offer to God what
he has already given to us. We can know many
wonderful things of God, as he has revealed himself in the Scriptures. God is though so pure and
holy, separate and undefiled by sin, that our worship can only ever be accepted through a mediator. And not just any mediator, but one provided
by God himself. That one mediator was indeed
very God himself—the Lord Jesus Christ.
As we seek to worship God in our lives and actions, let us do so in full guidance and obedience
to the Word of God. Let it and it alone be our marker. Let us offer to him nothing more than he has
already given to us. ■
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A little sanctuary
by C.H. Spurgeon, part 3
‘Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; Although I have cast them far off among the
heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I beto them
as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come’ (Ezekiel 11:16)

I cannot convey to you quite what I see to be the
meaning of this little sanctuary, laying the stress
upon the adjective ‘little.’ If you are talking of anything that is very dear, the tendency is always to
call it ‘little.’ The affectionate terms of language
are frequently diminutives. To speak very simply, there is coziness about a little thing which we
miss in that which is on a large scale. We say, ‘Well,
I did so enjoy that little prayer meeting, but when
it grew so much in numbers I seemed lost in it.’ It
is to me so marvellous that I hardly dare to say
what I mean, but when the Lord brings himself
down to our capacity he is greatly dear to us, and
he would have us feel at home with him, comfortable with him. When he becomes to us ‘as a little
sanctuary,’ and we are able to compass his mercy
to ourselves, and perceive its adaptation to our
little trials and little difficulties, then we feel ourselves at home with him, and he is most dear to us.
O blessed God, thou art so great, that thou must, as
it were, belittle thyself to manifest thyself to me;
how I love and adore thee that thou wilt deign to
do this! Glory be to thy great name, though the
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, yet thou
dwellest in the temple of my poor heart!
Dear brethren; the sanctuary was only a little
place. But then, if it had been ever so great—if it
had been as spacious as this whole island, and
had been shut in to be the house of God—would
it have been a house fitted to contain the infinite
God? If you take the arch of heaven as a roof, and
floor it with the sea, or if you soar into still more
boundless space, is that a house fit for him who
fills all immensity? When Jehovah makes himself little enough to be in the least comprehended
by us, the descent is immeasurable. It is nothing
more to him to come down to count the hairs of
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our head than to bow in the infinity of his mercy
to take an interest in our littlenesses.
Go a stage further. That sanctuary, of which we
read in the Old Testament, was not only a place of
great stillness, great mercy, and great condescension but it was a place of great holiness. ‘Holiness
becometh thine house.’ This applied to the whole
temple, but the inner shrine was called sanctum
sanctorum—the Holy of Holies, for so the Hebrews
make a superlative. It was the holiest place that
could be. The world is an unholy place, and at
times it is most grievously so. You mix up with
people who defile you; how can you help it? Your
daily business calls you to see and hear many
things which are defiling. When these things are
more than ordinarily glaring, you say to yourself, ‘Oh, for a lodge in some vast wilderness that
I might get away from the very sight of men!’ I
was with a mountain climbing friend some time
ago, and being thirsty, I drank some water from a
fountain by the roadside. When I held the cup to
my companion, he refused it, saying, ‘I don’t drink
that.’ I said, ‘Why don’t you drink it?’ He answered,
‘I wait till I have climbed up into the mountains,
where mortal men never pollute the streams, and
then I drink. I like drinking of fountains at which
none but birds sip; where the stream pours forth
from God’s hand pure as crystal.’ Alas! I cannot
climb with my Alpine friend as to material things,
but what a blessed thing it is to get right away
from man, and drink of the river of God which is
full of water, and know the joys of his own right
hand, which are forevermore! What bliss to enter
into the Holy of Holies! Now, you cannot do that by
getting into a cell, or by shutting yourselves up in
your room, but you can enter the most holy place
by communion with God. Here is the promise; the
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text means this—‘I will be to them as a little sanctuary—a little Holy of Holies. I will put them into
myself as into the most holy place, and there will
I hide them. In the secret of my tabernacle will I
hide them. I will set them up upon a rock.’ Away
from the unholiness of your own hearts, and the
unholiness of those about you, get to your God,
and hide yourselves in him.
Again, we may regard the sanctuary as a place
of cleansing. That may be gathered from the other
rendering of my text. ‘I will be unto them a little
sanctification.’ God is the sanctification of his people; he cleanses them from daily defilements, and
is himself their righteousness. Those that come to
God shall find in him sanctification for the daily
acts of life, cleansing from ordinary as well as extraordinary transgression. We want not only the
great blood-washing, but also the lesser washing
of the feet with water, and the Lord himself will
give us this blessing. Did not Jesus take a towel,
and gird himself for this very purpose?
Lastly, God will be to us a place of communion and of revelation. In the Holy of Holies God
spoke with man, on that one day in the year, in
a wondrous manner, and he that had been there,
and came forth alive, came out to bless the congregation. Every day of the year the teaching of the
sanctuary was that in God there was everything
his people wanted. In the holy place was the Shekinah light, and ‘God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.’ ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation.’
In the holy place were the cherubim; God has legions of angels at his bidding, waiting to bless his
people. In the holy place was the ark; God is to
us the Ark of the Covenant. He has entered into
covenant with man, towards us he has a throne of
grace, and there he meets us, even in Christ Jesus,
who is our propitiation.
Within that ark there were three things; the
rod of Aaron, that divine work of Christ which
always buds; the pot of manna, the emblem and
token of the living bread whereon his people
feed; and the tablets of the law unbroken, in all
their splendour, whereby the saints are justified.
O brethren, if you want anything, if you want
everything, go to God for it! He will be to you as
a little sanctuary; that is to say, he will bring to
you everything which was inside that holy place.
Though but one piece of furniture, yet that Ark

of the Covenant did really contain in itself, and
round about it, all that the heirs of God can ever
need while in this wilderness. Let this be a joy to
you this day. Do not rely upon the creature. ‘All
men are liars’, said David, and he was not far off.
Broken cisterns abound on all sides; why waste
your time on them? Get you straight away to your
Creator, and find your all in him. If this day you
are wrapped up in the things that are seen and
temporal, may God deliver you from them, for all
these things will melt as you hold them in your
hand! The joys of this life are like the ice palace of
Montreal, which is fair to look upon while the winter lasts, but it all dissolves as the spring comes
on. All things round about us here are myths and
dreams. This is the land of fancies and of shadows. Pray God to get out of them, and that you
may find in him your sanctuary, and indeed all
that you want.
If at this time you have lost many of the comforts of this life, and seem bereaved of friends,
then find in God your ‘little sanctuary.’ Go home
to your chamber with holy faith and humble love,
and take him to be your all in all, and he will be
all in all to you. Pray after this fashion—‘O Lord,
so work in me by thy Spirit that I may find thee in
all things, and all things in thee!’
The Lord has ways of weaning us from the
visible and the tangible, and bringing us to live
upon the invisible and the real, in order to prepare us for that next stage, that better life, that
higher place, where we shall really deal with
eternal things only. God blows out our candles,
and makes us find our light in him, to prepare us
for that place in which they need no candle, for
the glory of God is their light, and where, strange
to tell, they have no temple, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple thereof. The
holy leads to the holiest; living upon God here,
leads to living with God hereafter. Oh, that God
would gradually lift us up above all the outward,
above all the visible, and bring us more and more
into the inward and unseen! If you do not know
anything about this, ask the Lord to teach you this
riddle, and if you do know it, ask him to keep you
to the life and walk of faith, and never may you be
tempted to quit it for the way of sight and feeling.
For Christ’s sake we ask it. Amen. ■
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70th Anniversary of the
Jewish State of Israel
by Richard Barnes

I

n Abraham to the Middle-East Crisis, G. Frederick Owen wrote, ‘shortly after sunrise on
May 14th, Great Britain’s flag, the Union Jack,
was hauled down from its staff over the Government House in Jerusalem’. The year was 1948 and
marked the anticipated end at midnight of the
Palestine Mandate, which had been administered
by Britain since 29 September, 1923, under the
supervision of the Council of the League of Nations. The intent and vision to establish a national home for the Jewish people and known subsequently as the Balfour Declaration had been
issued on behalf of His Majesty’s Government on
November 2, 1917.
Chaim Weizmann and others urged the Yishuv,
the Jewish inhabitants in the area which had been
administered under the Mandate to declare the
creation of a new state. At 4pm in Tel Aviv, David
Ben-Gurion read the new state’s independence
proclamation. The official translation records ‘The
Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish
people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped … We, members of the
People’s Council … hereby declare the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel, to be known
as the State of Israel.’ The next day Tel Aviv was
bombed by Egyptian planes. The first of many
Israeli Wars of Independence had begun. Forces
which attacked Israel after the independence declaration included Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and
The Trans-Jordanian Arab Legion.
Abba Eban in An Autobiography wrote succinctly ‘The end of British Rule; invasion by Arab
armies; the proclamation of Israel’s independence;
the defeat of the trusteeship proposal; the recognition of Israel by the United States. All these took
place within a single day. Could any twenty-four
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hours have been charged with greater transformation?’
The official declaration records, ‘We declare
that, with effect from the moment of the termination of the Mandate being tonight, the eve of Sabbath, the 6th Iyar, 5708 (15th May 1948) … shall be
the Jewish State, to be called “Israel”.’
In 2018 at sundown on 4 Iyyar (18 April), the
commemorative national holiday of Jewish Independence Day ‘Yom Ha’Atzama’ut’ will have special significance marking the 70th Anniversary of
the establishment of the Jewish State of Israel.
Recognition of the new State swiftly followed
from the United States. The United Kingdom recognized Israel de facto on 30 January 1949 and de
jure on 27 April 1950. Later this year, Prince William will become the first member of the British
royal family to make an official visit to Israel.
However, it is still the case that over 30 countries
have not recognized the state of Israel.
Over the 70 years since the establishment of
Israel as a nation again, numerous wars and conflicts have occurred against which the Israeli Defence Forces have been successful in countering.
The declaration of independence states, ‘The
State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration
and for the ingathering of the Exiles.’ Aliyah, the
ascent [going up to Jerusalem] or return of the
Jews from the diaspora has occurred in each and
every year since independence. According to the
Jewish Virtual Library the numbers who came to
Israel in 1948 numbered 101,828; 239,954 in 1949;
170,563 in 1950 and 175,279 in 1951. Each subsequent year fewer than 100,000 made Aliyah other than in 1990 and 1991 which saw many Jews
arriving from the Soviet Union. Many Christian
charities are helping to bring Jews to return to
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Israel and help them once arriving. Ebenezer Operation Exodus and Christian Care International
and others are at the forefront of many such endeavours.
In 1949 Israel declared Jerusalem to be the
state capital as it had been at the time of David
almost 3,000 years before. On 6 December 2017
US President Donald J. Trump recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. To this the majority of
nations took exception reverting again via a UN
Emergency Special Session of the General Assembly on 21 December to blazen again the issue of
Jerusalem and its status. Hatred of Israel continues apace as does the worldwide rise of anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism and denial of the Holocaust.
As in Psalm 122:6 David entreats ‘Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love
thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity
within thy palaces’, so Christians and intercessors have prayed for the peace of Jerusalem. Lord
Shaftesbury wore a ring on which was engraved
‘Oh, pray for the peace of Jerusalem’.
With its long Judeo-Christian heritage both
the United Kingdom and especially the Church of
England would have been expected to be a faithful friend, supporter and encourager to both the
Jews and the State of Israel. Recent history for
Britain and its established national church has
proved otherwise.
During the period of the Mandate, British governance was considered so unsympathetic to the
Jews by its actions that in a Mufti instigated pogrom in 1929 the cry went up, ‘The [British] Government is with us—kill the Jews!’ Of the 139 Jews
who died half were from Hebron. In May 1939 a
White Paper was enacted despite fierce opposition
by Winston Churchill to limit Jewish immigration
annually to 75,000 for five years. The ensuing outcome was to prevent thousands upon thousands
of Jews from leaving Germany and thereby seal
their death. The denial of entry continued after
the war. One vessel that failed to run the blockade
resulted in the deaths at sea of at least 3,000 Jewish people. During the 1948 war of independence
the Jewish fighting forces were subject to a UK
arms embargo whilst the Egyptians and Jordanians were being armed and trained. Drawn from
Partners in this Great Enterprise, Balfour100.
The greater failure lies in sections of the Chris-

tian community. Replacement theology which
lays claim to particular blessings of the nation
and people of Israel as belonging to the Church
is a particular subversion of truth. In The World
turned upside down, Melanie Phillips notes, ‘According to Canon Andrew White, replacement
theology is dominant and present in almost every
church, fuelling the venom against Israel.’
In the same volume by Melanie Phillips she
notes, ‘Christian Zionism is no longer mainstream’.
Wikipedia defines it thus, ‘Christian Zionism is a
belief among some Christians that the return of
the Jews to the Holy Land and the establishment
of the state of Israel in 1948 were in accordance
with Bible prophecy.’ Within Anglicanism, as with
other denominations, several threads of a significant move away from such an understanding,
are found in Christian Zionism: Road-map to Armageddon?, written by Stephen Sizer a vicar of the
Church of England. In Zion’s Christian Soldiers?,
which he also wrote, is included a sermon entitled, ‘The Place of Israel’, wherein John Stott asks
the question ‘Is the setting up of the State of Israel
a fulfilment of prophecy?’ His answer is ‘I … do
not hold this view’. In the same sermon he states
‘the biblical perspective of “Israel” … means in the
past the chosen nation, in the present the international fellowship of believers, and in the future
a growing community, including many Jews who
will finally turn to the Lord.’
In Israel, Hebrew is the primary language
with Arabic also an official language. The population at 8.8 million, which equates to that of London, includes 75% who are Jewish and 20% Arabic.
With a parliamentary democracy, candidates for
the Knesset are voted for and the resulting seats
allocated proportionately. The Knesset has Arab
as well as Jewish representatives.
The number of Jewish believers in Jesus Christ
increases year on year. In 1948 it is estimated that
there were 25. Current estimates of 15,000 and
20,000 have been made with around 200 Messianic
congregations in Israel.
To the question ‘Can a Nation be born in one
day?’ an anticipated hope is for the revelation of
the Person and Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ to
the many in Israel and not just the few.
The text of the Proclamation of Independence
can be found at www.knesset.gov.il ■
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David Cyril Relf

D

avid Relf was a long-time supporter of the
biblical and Protestant cause. He knew of
God’s work in his life from teenage years
and was baptised at Ebenezer Chapel, Clapham
in 1947. In his testimony he said, ‘My desire is
to walk worthy of the Lord before my brothers
and sisters in Christ.’ This is something that with
God’s help he was able to do to the end of his life.
He married his wife, Margaret, and they spent 60
happy years together. They were together for the
gospel and complemented each other in serving
the Lord. They had three children who survive
him.
He worked as a solicitor in local government
and then in part of the Lord Chancellor’s department until his retirement in 1983. His legal knowledge was used to help a number of Christian societies including PTS. He was a faithful member of
the church and deacon at Tamworth Road Strict
Baptist Chapel, Croydon, for many years being
fully involved in church life taking Sunday School
classes and adult Bible classes. He had a concern
for souls, looking for opportunities to tell of God’s
grace, supporting missionary endeavour but had
a particular interest in ‘Protestant matters’.
David Relf was a member of the committee

Fleet
Street
Events

of the Protestant Truth Society, which he served
from the 1963 through to 2003, when he became
a vice president. He was a great help to the late
Mr Kensit and the late Mr Roberts with legal and
Protestant matters. He wrote letters to politicians,
to the Royal family, to the Daily Telegraph, to
Protestant papers such as the English Churchman
and British Church Newspaper. He would write on
Christian, moral, constitutional, historical as well
as Protestant matters. Sometimes he would write
articles and do book reviews for Protestant Truth
and other Christian magazines. One such paper
he wrote was on the Spanish Armada. He was
regularly and faithfully writing because he had
a strong conviction of God’s truth and sought to
earnestly contend for the faith (Jude 4).
David Relf was very loyal to his family, his
church and the cause of Truth. He was an encourager and would always have a kind word for people he had not met before as well as with those
who he knew well but might have some differences. His discernment and assessment of the issues
at stake will be missed but we know that he is now
with his Saviour which is far better. His funeral
took place at Tamworth Road Baptist Chapel on
27th March. ■

Bitesize School of Theology
Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks during
May and June 2018
PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London
1.10–1.45 pm

May

April

Various speakers and topics
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th

Various speakers and topics
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th

Monthly Prayer Meetings
First Thursdays 1–2 pm
PTS Head Office

Tea and coffee provided. Contact the office for further details
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Abraham’s hope
by William Perkins

L

et us observe how God promising Abraham
only the land of Canaan—that is, a temporal inheritance—he looks further for a city
in heaven. This he did out of his faith; for he,
knowing that Canaan was but a type of heaven,
therefore in consideration of the earthly Canaan
he arose to a consideration of the heavenly, and
in the promise of the earthly apprehended the
heavenly. This is the true and Christian use of all
God’s blessings given in this life: in them to behold
better things laid up in heaven and shadowed
in the other. Men use spectacles in reading, but
they take no pleasure in looking upon them, but
at other things by and through them. So should
Christians through all temporal blessings look
at spiritual and eternal, which are promised and
shadowed under the temporal. Thus doth Christ
himself teach us in the very order of the Lord’s
Prayer, directing us to pray for temporal blessings
first, in the fourth petition, and then for eternal
in the fifth and sixth—as though the one were introductions and passages unto the other. And this
made the prophets so ordinarily cover spiritual
blessings under temporal and put temporal deliverances for spiritual, and confusedly oftentimes
one for another, because that the holy men of the
old church did never rest in view of any temporal promise or blessing but ascended to contemplation of the higher things in them. How pitiful
then is the practice of worldly men who use God’s
blessings so as they daily abuse and pervert them,
using meat to gluttony, raiment to pride, learning
to vainglory, speech to flattery, wit to deceit, authority to revenge, calling to oppression. Whereas they are all given to be helps in God’s service
and furtherance in religion and means to help
us towards heaven; these men look at God’s gifts
with the eye of reason, and no further. But if they
looked at them with the eye of faith, as Abraham
did, it would teach them to make a heavenly and
spiritual use of them, as he did.

[I]n the general state of the reason and of Abraham’s practice, observe how he, having the promise of Canaan, waited for heaven. Now no man
waiteth for anything but that which he hath hope
of, nor hopeth truly and properly for anything but
that which he hath assurance of; for ‘hope maketh
not ashamed’ (Romans 5:5). Not worldly hope, for
that hath deceived no more than ever trusted it;
but hope in God never deceived man, nor went
any away disappointed, that hoped in God. Therefore, here it is apparent that hope of heaven goeth
with assurance. And this assurance must be particular to the believer, as belief and faith are.
… Now let us come to the particular description of that heaven, which Abraham thus waited
for. ‘A city having foundations, whose maker and
builder is God.’ … Abraham by his faith waited
for [the] heaven … that is above … and is invisible, the seat of God’s glory, where God revealeth
his majesty in special manner to men and angels.
This heaven Abraham waited for.
Now this heaven which was Abraham’s hope
is called a city. A city is properly the habitation of
men, compassed with walls and distinguished by
streets and houses. Now, properly heaven (or the
estate of holy men in heaven) is not a city; but as
elsewhere in Scripture it is called a house, a tabernacle, a temple, an inheritance, a kingdom, so it is
here called a city.
… heaven is the city of cities, the perfection of
beauty, and true happiness. Therefore, let everyone that desireth either honour or happiness labour and strive to be a freeman of heaven, and
never rest till he know he be. And let those that
live in cities, when they are admitted freemen (as
daily some are), remember what a blessedness it
will be if they can be admitted freemen of the glorious city which is above, and how little that shall
avail them if they want this, which was the hope
and joy of Abraham and all holy men. (From Perkins’ exposition of Hebrews 11:10.) ■
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Book Review
by Iain Stewart

Resevoirs of Strength
Lessons from the Book of James
Gerald M. Bilkes
Reformation Heritage Books
192pp • £9.99 • paperback
ISBN 978–1–60178–574–9

T

he author, Gerald M. Bilkes, is a Professor
of New Testament and Biblical Theology,
but don’t be put off by his grand title, for
this is not a book which majors on deep theological problems. It is intended for the Christian who seeks to deepen their understanding
of God’s Word, and to apply it in today’s world.
We need not fear Luther’s saying, that James is
a ‘strawy’ epistle, though he did come to respect
it later in life.
Prof. Bilkes takes James as God’s Word and
gives us lessons to not only deepen our faith in
the God of our salvation, but also to live out the
gospel in our lives.
Most commentaries on James will have five
chapters to correspond to the five chapters in
the epistle, but here we have eight chapters,
which cover the whole subject of James. The
book starts with a good, but short, introduction.
We are introduced to which James is likely to be
the author without going into too many possibilities. The doctrine of God is central to the whole
teaching, and there is no difficulty in accepting
works, which are the fruit of the change the Gospel brings to our lives.
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After the introduction, the chapter headings
are a clear guide to the emphases Bilkes gives in
his writing.
The eight headings are: The Truth of God;
The Lordship of Christ; The Friendship of God;
The Wisdom of God; The Grace of God; The Will
of God; The Justice of God; and The Ear of God.
After each chapter there are study questions
which are intended to make the reader think
deeply about the teaching just given, so that it
may be taken in.
Therefore, the book would be good for a Pastor to use in small groups, after he has digested
its contents himself. He can be sure that all is
biblical. Bilkes uses many parts of Scripture to
illustrate his points.
This is an ‘easy’ book for the layman as it
doesn’t make problems where there are none.
But it does challenge us to know the Word of
God, and to obey its teachings.
I would highly recommend this book for an
individual or for small groups. Not expensive to
buy a copy for each person, it would be a small
step in helping a congregation’s understanding
of the gospel. ■
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Book Review
by Stephen Holland

Is All Scripture Inspired?
J. C. Ryle
Banner of Truth Trust
72pp • £5 • paperback
ISBN 978–1–84871–782–4

N

othing is more important than authority.
And nothing more needed than certain
authority. For the Christian the Bible is
the ultimate source of all spiritual authorities. It
is for this very reason that the devil has attacked
the Scriptures more than anything else. This is
even seen from the opening chapters of the very
first book—Genesis, where Satan himself poses
the question, ‘yea hath God said?’ Ever since then
he has made it a form of constant attack.
The subject of this little book comes from the
pen of one of the most loved and respected preachers and writers—Bishop J.C. Ryle, the first Bishop
of Liverpool. Ryle was a prolific author and many
of his writings are with us today, including Old
Paths, being plain statements on some of the weightier matters of Christianity. The very first chapter of
this work, Inspiration, is the contents of this publication. The publishers have done a great work in
making this first chapter available in this format.
It was no mistake that Ryle placed this topic first
in his original work. If we go wrong on the place
of the Bible then we go wrong everywhere. In his
own lifetime he faced the onslaught of the Higher
Critical movement, which poured doubt on much

of the Bible’s reliability and trustworthiness, and
questioned the authenticity of parts.
The chapter divisions cover: The Bible is inspired, Every word of the Bible is inspired, Objections answered, and then we have included two
appendices: one giving noted quotes by four respected theologians. The other contains an address by Ryle, Not Corrupting the Word of God. As
the attacks on the Bible are still with us today, we
must arm ourselves with weapons to defend off
the critics. Is All Scripture Inspired? will aid you in
your combat. ■
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Protestant Perspectives
Killing Your Neighbour
by Stephen Holland

T

his year there have been a total of 56 murders in London. If the present rate continues the numbers of killings could top that
of 2005, where a total number of 181 murders
were committed. In 2017 the number was 116, excluding those killed in the terrorist attacks. Several reasons have been given for the increased
murders: gang warfare, violent videos, music
glorifying killing, revenge, showing disrespect,
poverty, turf protecting; and on we could go. Discussions continue among politicians, police, and
community leaders on how to tackle these murders, and how best to prevent further ones.
Though the above reasons given may be a
secondary reason why people kill and murder
each other, they are by no means the real reason
why man murders his fellow human being.
The true reason is far less complex. Murder has
existed from the beginning—or, rather, from
the fall of mankind, as found in Genesis 3. Who
committed the very first murder in human
history? That rather infamous title goes to a man
called Cain. Who did he murder and why? It was
not a stranger or one who appeared a threat. It
was his very own brother, and was carried out
due to jealousy, anger, and rage. In other words,
it was a heart problem, just as the Apostle John
would write thousands of years later: ‘Not as Cain,
who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother.
And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother’s righteous’ (1
John 3:12). The murder of Abel by his own brother
Cain has much to teach us in relation to the
current murder rate in London, and not only that,
but all murders committed since the time of Cain
and Abel, which we could count in the millions.
Further commentary on man’s murder capacity
comes from the Lord Jesus Christ who said: ‘From
within, out of the heart of man, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders’ (Mark
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7:21–23). Are only certain types of people capable
of murder? No, all people, without exception, are
capable of murder, and the most gruesome of
murders too. This should keep us humble and
ever dependent on the restraining grace of God.
As indeed we know, even the saintly king of
Israel, David, committed murder. As did too the
leader of God’s people, Moses.
What, if any, is the cure to murder? The
ultimate answer to that is obedience to the
commands of God, who said ‘Thou shalt not kill’,
which is the 6th commandment. And yet such
is the state of the human heart that only God
himself can restrain and change the murderer,
or potential murderer. We have all murdered
within our own hearts. As already mentioned,
it is after all really a state of the heart. And why
are people all born murderers? It is because we
are all born sinners and so at enmity against our
Creator. Murder is really an attempt at deicide—
the killing of God. As we cannot kill God, we
attempt to kill that which is made in the image of
God—mankind himself. God has put measures in
place within society to restrain man’s own acts of
wickedness, including murder. This is to be seen
in man’s own conscience (which acts to restrain),
and the law of the land—the police force and
law courts, which are there to punish evil doers.
We could of course add to that the restraining
influences of God’s Holy Spirit. If he so withdrew
from society, we would all wipe each other out in
an instant!
It is for us to pray for our police and
government as they seek to tackle the growing
acts of murder which take place, not just in
London, but throughout our nation. We do so,
ever remembering that it is only the gospel of
Jesus Christ that can so transform the human
heart and so bring real peace between God and
our fellow human being. ■
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