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Christ. All believers have the Holy Spirit. ‘Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his’ (Romans 8:9). The Holy Spirit is God. The Son
is God. The Father is God. To have one is to have
the fulness of the Godhead—not that there is any
difference between the Godhead of the Father and
the Son, or of the Father and the Spirit, or of the
Son and the Spirit, for there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). Rather, to have the Son or the Spirit is to have God. The importance of this is seen
in, for instance, the example of Joshua. ‘As I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail
thee, nor forsake thee’ (Joshua 1:5; see also 3:7). We
know how God was with Joshua: he led the nation
over the River Jordan on dry ground; he led the
nation in victory over the great city of Jericho; he
led the people into the land of Canaan, to possess
their God-promised inheritance. Above all, the nation remained faithful to the Lord all the days of
Joshua, Joshua 24:31. In this, the nation recognised
the presence of God with their faithful and godly
leader. Would that we had such leaders today.
We have by implication, in the third place, a
promise of success. All power or authority is given
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore we are to
go out and teach all nations. All power is given to
the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore he is with us
alway, even unto the end of the world. Since the
whole purpose of our going out is to baptise and
teach, it follows that there will always be some to
baptise and teach. Of course, this is not success as
the world measures success; we do not judge the
success of the ministry on the number of converts, much less on the wealth of any converts.
The true measure must surely be on the quality of
the converts; on whether and how seriously they
walk with the Lord. A ministry can be numerically successful but fail on this count; those who
are converted seem to learn very little of the true
Christian faith, and show less interest in living
it. Again, a ministry can be financially successful and yet fail to address the spiritual lives of its
members, and fail to bring forth mature Christian
believers. Woe to such ministers.
We have, in the fourth place, a promise of rest.
‘I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.’ The end is coming. It may not be in sight,
and it may appear, at times, to be so far off as to
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seem to be irrelevant. But the promise of the word
is that our salvation draws nigh, and that we are
to look up in expectation of Christ’s appearing. Yes,
there are signs that are to be fulfilled before that
day will come, but the fact of his coming is always
to be had in remembrance. We can become tired
in the Lord’s service, whatever form that service
may take. Our Lord became weary, so much so that
he fell asleep in a small boat crossing a lake, and
remained asleep when a storm arose and threatened the boat. As believers, we face temptations
and endure trials from time to time. During such
periods we quickly grow tired under the constant
pressure, and the need to be watchful and careful. Some have to undertake other forms of testing: nursing a loved one through illness—and in
some cases this can be a life-long requirement;
having to deal with the consequences of moral or
relationship failings in friends and family; bearing our own illnesses and frailties of the flesh.
Usually, either of two things happen in such cases; either the one who is under pressure buckles
under that pressure, or they so learn to live on the
strength of Jesus Christ that they are wonderfully
borne up. This latter does not mean that they are
unaffected by their trials, nor that they are untouched by the realities of life. But it does mean
that they discover the truth of this promise, ‘I am
with you alway.’ They are helped, strengthened,
kept and refreshed frequently in Christ and his
grace. They feed on God’s word written, and they
delight in God’s word preached as often as they
can hear it. They bring all to the Lord in prayer,
and their prayers are more full of praise than of
complaint. They have much to ask for in prayer,
but they know they have much to thank him for.
They are with Christ because he is with them.
May this gracious promise bear us up in the
year now begun, as we seek to explore the breadth,
depth and height of the promise, to know more
and more the Christ who has made it, and to live
more in the love that sustains it. ■
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In the News
Find the bishop
Mystery surrounds the present whereabout of
Gustavo Zanchetta. Appointed Bishop of Oràn,
Argentina, by Francis in 2013, he was accused of
sexual crimes against ‘young people’, but defended himself by arguing that his phone had been
hacked and the evidence faked. Francis believed
him, but in 2017, in the light of further evidence,
sacked him. Zanchetta was then appointed to a
specially-created role with the Vatican Bank. Argentine prosecutors are seeking international
assistance to find Zanchetta. The Catholic Herald
reports that it asked if Vatican officials know his
whereabouts, and if they will cooperate, but thus
far has had no response.

al Roman Catholics of the changes introduced at
the Second Vatican Council, 1962–65.

Papal idolatry
The Bishop of Rome has been accused of being
‘sacrilegious’ and idolatrous for embracing indigenous symbols in the Vatican’s recent summit
on the Amazon. A number of Roman Catholic
traditionalists were incensed by the inclusion of
statues of the fertility goddess Pachamama in a
recent ceremony. It was reported that a number
of these statues were cast into the Tiber, which
flows near the Vatican. While Protestants will
not be surprised by revelations of further idolatry at the heart of the false church, it must be
borne in mind that this is part of a larger contest between conservatives and progressives in
Rome. Francis is viewed by some as an enemy
because of his rulings on permitting divorcees
who have remarried in secular ceremonies to
take the mass, and for his more relaxed stance
on homosexuality. The underlying cause of division is the rejection by a rump of very tradition-

‘Gender critical’
The growing militancy of some in transgender
forums has been brought into focus at an employment tribunal. Maya Forstater, a tax expert,
was sacked from her job for tweeting that ‘male
people are not women.’ Her sacking was justified
by her former employer on the ground that a
‘glossary of terms’ issued by a transgender charity states that ‘a person’s sex is determined by a
number of factors—not simply genetics.’ For this
reason the terms male and female are regarded
as ‘problematic’. Ms Forstater was assisted in her
hearing by Kristina Jayne Harrison, a transgender woman who was born a man. Kristina Harrison said that transgender people who hold that
a person cannot biologically change their sex are
being ‘ostracised and shunned.’ Phrases such as
‘Nazi facilitator’ and ‘scum’ are quoted as having
been applied to Kristina Harrison. Depending on
the outcome of the tribunal, it is suggested that

Every ordinance of man
A High Court judge has ruled that a 14-year-old
Jehovah’s Witness can have a blood transfusion
as part of his cancer treatment. The boy and his
mother had stated their religious objections to
the procedure, but had said they would abide by
the judge’s ruling. The decision appears to have
been swayed by the threat to life argument; the
boy’s life would be threatened if the blood transfusion was not received.
The only laws we may break are those that
contradict God’s laws.
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a possible result might be that those who hold
that the biological change of sex is not possible—known as being ‘gender critical’—will gain
protection under the Equalities Act 2010.
Antisemitism, old and new
The Church of England has released a document,
‘God’s Unfailing Word’, in which it says that centuries of Christian antisemitism led directly to
the Holocaust. Two cathedrals, Norwich and Lincoln, have already acknowledged the part they
played historically in spreading the ‘blood libel’,
the lie that Jews abducted Christian children to
use their blood in making passover bread. Much
persecution arose in the Middle Ages from this
lie, both in England and on the Continent.
In an afterword in the document, the chief
Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, criticised the church for
failing to ‘reject the efforts of those Christians,
however many they may number, who as part
of their faithful mission dedicate themselves to
the purposeful and specific targeting of Jews for
conversion to Christianity’. The Church of Rome
indicated, in 2015, that it would cease all attempts
at converting Jews.
One wonders how many are able to see the
dark irony of the document’s title in the light of
this anti-Scriptural response. The Apostle Peter
needed to be taught to take the gospel to nonJews, and it was the arrival of the Apostle Paul,
under the direct leadership of the Holy Spirit,
that led to the planting of the first New Testament
church in continental Europe (at Philippi). While
the gross errors of medieval religion did indeed
encourage the terrible persecution of the Jews, an
even greater sin would be committed if all Christians were to give up their efforts to show Jewish
people the truth of the whole Bible—that Jesus is
the Christ, the Saviour of the believing Jew and
the believing Greek.
Rome and Buddhism
The Bishop of Rome is, at the time of writing, in
Thailand, meeting local church leaders. He has
also had a meeting with the Buddhist Patriarch.
The Vatican commented that it was significant
that the Patriarch met Francis at the door of
the Buddhist temple, rather than seated on his
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throne, as happened some years ago when John
Paul II undertook a similar visit.
The Vatican website included the following report of the meeting.
Pope Francis presented gifts to the Supreme
Buddhist Patriarch, including a copy of the
Abu Dhabi Declaration on ‘Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together’. The
Pope signed the document together with the
Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, during his visit to
the United Arab Emirates in February this
year.
According to Cardinal Ayuso, including
the Abu Dhabi Declaration among the gifts
exchanged, highlighted the importance of
spreading its message on Human Fraternity
for peace and coexistence beyond the Middle
East to Asia.
Rome’s current willingness to lay aside religious
differences may gain the approval of the world.
Anyone who holds the uniqueness of the Christian gospel, and who takes seriously Christ’s commission to go to all nations and make disciples,
will view the matter differently.
Gaulby Reformed Evangelical Fellowship
A statement on the website (webdatauk.wixsite.
com/gaulby-festival/) of the Gaulby Fellowship
announces the closure of this work. The statement is reproduced in full on p.15. The implications of what has come to pass need to be pondered carefully by all who love the truth as it is
in Christ Jesus.
‘My Donation’ leaflet
Each posted copy of this Magazine includes a ‘My
Donation’ leaflet. This is also the subscription
form for the Magazine itself.
The cost of production continues to rise, but
the number of subscribers continues to decline.
We are right on the lower limit of the number required to obtain the best postage price: a reduction in subscribers will see the cost of postage go
up considerably.
Please pay your subscription, and if you are
able to encourage friends and family to sign up,
that will help. Sample copies are available. ■
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A sermon The fall of Jerusalem
by the Rev. Stephen Holland on Matthew 24

T

he fall, or destruction, of Jerusalem ranks
as one of the most horrific and brutal periods in the history of war. The Jewish
historian, Josephus, estimates that more than
1 million people died. The Jewish people began
to revolt against the Roman authorities some
four years earlier. What came to be known as the
Great Revolt ended with the destruction of the
temple in AD 70. We have detailed and accurate
accounts of the horrors that took place from one
who was actually there. Josephus himself was a
general in the Jewish army, though he himself
was captured after the First Jewish Roman War,
in AD 67. But our interest is not so much with
historical data and records, but with the Bible’s
account of Jerusalem’s fall.
A Prophecy Predicted
We may often think of the accounts of Matthew 24
as future events, yet to come. But a close reading
of the text will show that not to be the case. These
are not future occurrences for us still living, but
are past events that the people living at the time
of Christ were warned about, and experienced.
Take, for example, Jesus departing from the temple, and declaring that no stone would be left (vv.
1–2). In the next verse the disciples ask ‘when
shall these things be?’ They further ask about
the ‘end of the world’ (v.3). And this is where the
confusion often begins—we read the ‘end of the
world’ looking at it from our standpoint and not
a Jewish one. They saw the destruction of their
temple as the end of the Jewish age or world.
While many passages speak of the Lord’s
second coming, Matthew 24 is not one of them.
That this was a localised prophecy referring to
the events of AD 70 is further demonstrated by
what Christ says: ‘Take heed that no man deceive YOU’; ‘They shall deliver YOU’; ‘Let them
which be in JUDEA flea into the mountains’;

‘Pray that YOUR flight be not in winter’. This is
a localised prophecy for Jerusalem and her inhabitants. Many sceptics, including Bertrand
Russell and Christopher Hitchens, pour scorn
on this discourse by claiming the Bible has unfulfilled prophecy. We refer, of course, to Christ’s
own words: ‘This generation shall not pass away,
till all these things be fulfilled’ (v.34). Now while
many fanciful explanations have been offered
for the word generation, none fit the context. A
generation has been classed as 40 years. Within 40 years that generation would witness the
prophecy predicted by Jesus Christ.
A Punishment Deserved
Were the happenings of Jerusalem’s collapse outside of God’s knowledge or control? Clearly not, for
we read in Matthew 23:37, ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how often would I have gathered thy children together… and ye would not.’ Note again the
localised place—Jerusalem. All the things spoken
of are of Jerusalem’s destruction, not the end of
the world. Even passages that speak of wars, earth
quakes, famines, and the rising of false prophets
were rife and frequent occurrences prior to AD 70.
We include in that the preaching of the gospel,
which started to spread throughout the world. In
Acts 2 (AD 33) the Holy Spirit came, empowering
the church to go into all the world (Acts 1:8). So, as
the Jewish age with its temple and sacrifices were
destroyed, the promise of a new kingdom begins.
But were the Jews innocent bystanders in all
of this? No, God had been patient for hundreds of
years. He sent them prophets, which they killed—
‘Thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee’ (Matthew 23:37). How did
they treat the Lord’s good and worthy servants?
They killed them. It must be said, they killed them
not because there was some inherent flaw in their
character, but because they hated their message.
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PTS Wickliffe Preacher
Engagements
The Rev. Stephen Holland

(North of England) (Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Church)

This goes way back into the Old Testament. God
never does anything unjustly or without purpose.
The Old Testament is full of God’s pleading with
Israel. He spoke of a Messiah who would come and
deliver them, but they crucified their Lord. They
even cried out, ‘His blood be upon us, and on our
children’ (Matthew 27:25).
A Purpose Fulfilled
The Apostle Paul said, ‘And we know that all
things work together for good to them that love
God’ (Romans 8:28). This would certainly be
true with regards to what happened after Jerusalem’s fall. This was not merely the defeat of
a nation and her cherished religious sacrifices.
This would bring in the coming end of the age
(Matthew 24:3). You will recall that question put
to Christ by his disciples (v.3). The Greek word
used is not world (kosmos) but age (aeon). They
were asking about the ending of the Jewish age.
We must not confuse what is here with the actual ending of the world (kosmos) and the final
return of Christ. Not only did Jerusalem fall with
the coming of Titus, but more so the very temple was destroyed, putting a final end, once and
for all, to the Old Testament sacrifices. A new age
had really begun!
The words spoken by Daniel (Matthew 24:15;
Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) have now their final
completion and Old Testament fulfilment. How
wonderful, and strengthening to one’s faith, is
to see Scripture’s fulfilment of prophecy. Are we
looking for the events described in Matthew 24
to appear? No, we see God’s faithfulness to his
own Word. The Epistle to the Hebrews reveals to
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us the inadequacy of the old covenant to remove
sins. There was nothing wrong with it, but it was
never meant to be permanent, only temporary
until Christ came, and fulfilled it all.
A Public Witness
If all the things spoken of in Matthew 24 were
to do with Jerusalem’s fall in AD 70, what do we
make of verses that definitely appear to reference
Christ’s own second coming? We believe in the
second return of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Surely
words like, ‘the sun darkened’, ‘the moon shall not
give her light’, ‘the stars shall fall from heaven’, or
‘the powers of the heaven shall be shaken’ (v.29),
have not yet happened. For we are all here still,
and there is nothing in the scientific records that
would indicate such cataclysmic occurrences.
A reading of the Old Testament and the type
of language employed will help us here. Take,
for example, the following quotes: ‘Him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens’ (Psalm 68:33);
‘Who rideth upon the heaven… and in his excellency on the sky’ (Deuteronomy 33:26); ‘The
LORD rideth upon a swift cloud’ (Isaiah 19:1);
‘The LORD will come with fire… his chariots like
a whirlwind, to render his anger’ (Isaiah 66:15);
‘The stars of heaven and the constellations
thereof shall not give her light’ (Isaiah 13:10).
These passages from the Old Testament are used
in connection with God bringing judgment upon
his enemies—Egypt and Babylon. The same language is employed with reference to God bringing in judgment upon Jerusalem in AD 70—the
ending of the Jewish Old Testament age, and the
beginning of the new. ■
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The Rev. Regan King
(London–Auxilliary Preacher) (Pastor, The Angel Church, Islington)

January

February

Sunday 12th
Bridlington Free Presbyterian Church,
St John St, Bridlington, YO16 7NL. 11am. (SH)
Bridlington Free Presbyterian Church,
St John St, Bridlington, YO16 7NL. 6pm. (SH)

Sunday 10th
Measbro’ Dyke Evangelical Church,
Doncaster Road, Barnsley, S70 1XE. 11am. (SH)
Measbro’ Dyke Evangelical Church,
Doncaster Road, Barnsley, S70 1XE. 6pm. (SH)

Monday 13th
Bridlington Free Presbyterian Church,
St John St, Bridlington, YO16 7NL. 7.30pm. (SH)

Friday 21st
Stanley Park Church,
Walton Lane, Liverpool, L4 4HQ. 8pm. (SH)

Sunday 26th
Bethel Evangelical Church,
Clarence St, Bolton, BL1 2DQ. 11am. (SH)

Friday 21st
Broughton Evangelical Church, Little Broughton,
Cockermouth, CA13 0XA. 11am. (SH)
Broughton Evangelical Church, Little Broughton,
Cockermouth, CA13 0XA. 6pm. (SH)

‘Brethren pray for us’
1 Thessalonians 5:25
Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

Fleet Street Events

BSST

BiteSize School of Theology

PTS Head Office, 184 Fleet Street, London

Weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Talks
January–February 2020

January 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
February 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
Edward Malcolm, Ken Brownell, Jim Winter and more
For more information call us on 202 7405 4960
Tea and coffee provided. Contact the office for further details

1.10–1.45 pm

Monthly Prayer Meetings
First Thursday of the month
9th January 1.10–2 pm
6th February 1.10–2 pm
PTS Head Office
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

Daniel

Lessons from Daniel – No. 1
Please read Daniel 1
The story of Daniel is full of lessons for Christians of
all ages. The first chapter tells us about how Daniel
and his three friends knew it was more important
to honour God than the king. Nebuchadnezzar had
captured Jerusalem and all the land of Judah. His
army had killed huge numbers of people, and had
taken as slaves almost all who lived. Among the
slaves were these four ‘children’ (though we do not
know how old they might have been), who were
chosen to serve King Nebuchadnezzar. They were
taught all the wisdom of the Babylonians.
While they were learning, they had to eat. Because
they were going to serve the King, he made sure
they were well fed. The royal food was put in front
of them. But Daniel and his friends would not eat it,
not because they did not like it, nor because they
were fussy. They did not eat it because they knew
it was not the food they were allowed to eat under
the law of Moses. It might have included pork and
shellfish, which the law forbade. It might have been
meat offered to idols, which would dishonour God.
Whatever the reason, they did not want to ‘defile’
themselves, or make themselves unclean in the sight
of the Lord.
Instead, they asked for beans and grain to eat, and
water to drink, v.12. After ten days on this diet, they
were to be compared with the other students. If they
looked worse, then they would eat the King’s food.
And so it was agreed, v.14.

8

After ten days the man in charge looked at them,
and saw that they looked healthier. Not only did
he allow them to carry on with the same diet, but
he also changed the diet of all the other students!
When they had finished learning, all were brought
to the King, and he saw that the wisest of them all
were these four.
This is not a lesson about vegetarianism! The four
friends did not look better because they did not
eat meat. They knew they had to obey God more
than men, so they refused to break God’s law. God
honoured them for their obedience.
Our heavenly Father knows when we honour him,
and when we only pretend to. The prophet Isaiah
speaks of those who say they honour God, but
whose hearts are far from him, Isaiah 29:13. Such
people do not really obey the Lord.
It is not always easy to obey the Lord. Sometimes
other people want us to do things that look like fun,
and we feel we want to join them. But we have to
pause, and ask if we are really going to be honouring
the Lord by joining in. Daniel and his friends put
themselves in danger by insisting on honouring God
and his commandments. God protected them. Trust
him to protect you as well, if you honour him.

Memory Verse:
‘Them that honour me I will honour, and they
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed’
(1 Samuel 2:30 —part)
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

An Honourable
Word-search
1. We are commanded to honour them
(Exodus 20:12)
2. We are to honour the face of this person
(Leviticus 19:32)
3. Which honourable man did Saul go to meet?
(1 Samuel 9:6, 15)
4. This king had great riches and honour
(2 Chronicles 22:37)
5.
5. Who was asked how to honour the king’s friend?
(Esther 6:6)
6. God has crowned this one with glory and honour
(Psalm 8:5)
7. Whose whats were among the honourable women?
(Psalm 45:9)
8. This honourable counsellor went to Pilate
(Mark 15:43)
9. Who has no honour in his own country?
(John 4:44)
10. The nationality of these honourable women
(Acts 17:12)
11. These are worthy of double honour
(1 Timothy 5:17)
12. The builder of the house has more honour than what?
(Hebrews 3:3)
13. Husbands are to give honour to…
(1 Peter 3:7)
14. Who received honour and glory from God the Father?
(2 Peter 1:17)

1.

and
2.

3.

4.

6.

7.

8.

of
9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing.”
Revelation 5:12
9
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All sorts of people

The Chairman’s Report

by Edward Malcolm

by the Rev. Dominic Stockford

ust recently I had cause to be in the bookshop on a day when there was no Council
meeting. In addition to having a chance to
speak at greater length with George and Sarah
about various aspects of the PTS ministry, I also
had an opportunity to speak with some visitors.
Among the people who came into the shop
was a man, of obviously foreign nationality, who
was looking a little aimlessly at the shelves. Sarah spoke with him; was there anything in particular he was looking for? It turned out that he was
from an Arab country, in London on business,
and wanted to learn more about what Christians
believe. ‘We are almost the same,’ he said, ‘We
just disagree on one thing.’ ‘Yes,’ I replied, ‘But
that one thing is all the difference in the world.’
We were speaking of the question, Who is
Jesus, God, or man? Of course, we all know that
Jesus Christ is both God and man; and this is the
great problem Muslims have with Christianity.
The doctrine of the Trinity makes no sense to
them, and the Incarnation appears to be impossible. They confess the virgin birth, but believe
that a human mother brings forth only a human
infant. To involve God in the process is to accuse
him of having carnal relations with Mary; this is
blasphemy, they say.
The visitor wanted to buy a Bible, so he could
read for himself what Christians believe. He
wanted a study Bible so he could have some help
in understanding what he read. Sarah was able
to help him.
The man wanted a time to sit and talk, but
I had to go. ‘I can come here tomorrow,’ he said.
‘Unfortunately, I cannot,’ I replied. ‘Then I will
come to you.’ And so it was that, the following
day, I met him at the railway station, and we went
and drank coffee, and opened the scriptures, and
read together some of the wonderful statements
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about the divinity of Jesus Christ, and the necessity of having a Saviour who is both man (to fulfil the covenant made with Adam, Genesis 3:15)
and God (to fulfil the covenant made with Abraham, Genesis 15:8ff).
‘I begin to see why Christians believe that Jesus is God and man. But how can I know this?’ I
said, ‘This is faith, to believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, and that
all who believe in him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.’
We talked about conversion, and he began
to show real interest. He said he was sent by
his government to the United States, to attend a
Business School. Thanks to a providential misunderstanding (he didn’t call it that; I did) he
was sent to a Christian university, where he had
to undertake an ‘Introduction to the Bible’ module. I have no idea what sort of Christian university it was, and I have no idea what he was
taught. By the grace of God, it had opened his
eyes to consider the claims of the Christian gospel. It may be that he has been brought a little
further along the way to conversion; the Lord is
sovereign, and we pray that he will persevere in
his reading and study of God’s word.
When supporters think of the ministry of
the Protestant Truth Society, one wonders what
comes into their minds first. Is it the Wickliffe
Preachers? Is it the magazine? Is it the occasional
meetings, or the Tuesday meetings, or the monthly prayer meeting? The presence of a Christian
book shop in the heart of London, staffed by godly and concerned people, who desire to share the
gospel of grace with all they meet, must be at the
heart of our ministry. All sorts come in; the gospel is for all sorts of people. ■
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Introduction
During the year 2018–2019 the Protestant Truth
Society continued to be blessed by the Lord in
being enabled to continue discharging its duties,
responsibilities and tasks under God. All this despite significant continuing changes in society
around us, as well as continuing changes in the
way the Society receives financial support. This
last, a significant drop in legacies and gifts, has
become the norm for all charitable societies. Despite not being a unique problem for us, it obviously remains an issue of concern to us, and a
focus of the Council’s work. Full financial details
can be viewed in detail elsewhere in the Annual
Report.
Of course, the deficit we run has once again
exercised the minds of the Council during the
year, and consideration of it has necessarily
taken up considerable time—we cannot merely
think about our outreach, but also about the continuing responsibility we have towards our employees. We have continued to see some change
to the size of it, but it is a slow business when
interest rates are so low, and when renting properties means sorting out, at cost, the difficulties
that tenants can create. The deficit continues to
shrink however, and new ideas are gradually being put into place to make better use of our capital and of our buildings.
Personnel
Although the changes in the responsibilities
that Council Members have taken on over the
past two or three years have proved workable,
they have also, of course, been an addition to
their load. We continue to be grateful to those
who do the tasks of the PTS that they do without
remuneration, but for the love of God. Several individuals on the Council now have much greater

responsibilities than they may have imagined
when they began with PTS, their willingness is
gratifying. Modern technology continues to be a
blessing in this matter—especially in the area of
printing and advertising—and our designers at
Pepper Collective continue to assist in this. Our
latest printing company is of course also a great
blessing.
Therefore we continue to be particularly
grateful to Council Members. The Rt Rev. Edward
Malcolm for holding and effecting the editorship
of the magazine, and Mr Kevin McGrane for the
running of the PTS website. Council members
have sought to work with the various letting companies which we have employed, and Mr George
Rae has successfully taken on more responsibility
for the production of finance sheets as well as the
monthly and end of year financial reports.
Our Wickliffe Preacher, Stephen Holland, has
continued to make more contributions to the
magazine. And although he is under the oversight of the chairman, his necessary link with
the editor has proved to be an extra help. He has
continued to give both Lord’s Day visits to congregations across the whole of the UK, as well as
midweek talks, and other events organised (including occasions he has been invited to speak,
and ones which the PTS organises).
Towards the end of 2018 the Rev. Regan King
joined us as the first Associate Wickliffe Preacher. His position in London should give him opportunity to meet the calls which we receive
from this large and heavily populated area. His
first meeting was held in January 2019, at Chingford Baptist Church, speaking on ‘When Joy is a
Fruit that will not Grow: Hymns and Depression’.
His second was in Southall in February 2019, addressing the subject ‘Is Roman Catholicism Biblical Christianity?’
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The Time Travellers’ Club, as always, continues its excellent work under the hand of Mr
Paul Austen. We are very grateful for his quiet
persistence in this important ministry. As of 1st
April 2018 there were just under 200 children
across the country who are members. Their Journal continues to be published on a bi-monthly
basis throughout the year. There is still a core of
forty or so children who complete and return the
puzzle pages regularly, and we are aware that
there are many others who also read it. It is now
possible for the Journal to be sent out to people
in PDF format, which might add to its interest
in these hi-tech days, and we would encourage
members to let others know of this helpful step
forward.
We cannot forget the continuing work of the
staff at the PTS Headquarters, and bookshop, at
184 Fleet Street. George and Sarah Rae have continued to make the shop a welcoming place to all
visitors, and have continued to use opportunities presented to offer Christian fellowship, and
Christian teaching. The Saturday lecture series
which has been organised in conjunction with
the Rt Rev. Edward Malcolm has proved to be of
great interest, and attendance has been regularly oversubscribed. The customary excellent work
of the Raes in all the issues that are involved
with the day to day running of the Society and
its practical business has continued. Bookshop
sales continue reasonably steadily, and certainly
at a better rate than we believe many Christian
bookshops manage—which is to their credit.1
Sales of the PTS diary (put together by Stephen
Holland and the Edward Malcolm) through the
shop are down and continue to drop. This is
clearly an issue caused by modern technology,
along with the increase in the number of books
produced which contain daily Bible verses and
subsequent thoughts.
The Tuesday meetings have continued on a
regular basis, and so we continue to be grateful
to, and thankful for, the input that they have
had from the Rev. Kenneth Brownell. His studied talks have been of great benefit to a remark1
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The Catholic Truth Bookshop in central London
has, for instance, recently closed its doors.

able group of attenders, drawn from all parts of
society. There have also been other speakers on
some occasions across the year, and their input
has proved very popular as well. The books and
themes which are used as the basis for these
talks are challenging, this is no ‘easy-believism’,
and we make no apologies for presenting talks
which challenge the intellect as well as the soul.
It continues to be a sadness that many Christians are not prepared to make the efforts required to build themselves up in the faith. The
exhortation of Hebrews 5:14, ‘strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil’, seems to fall on many
deaf and ‘slothful’ ears amongst our churches in
this day. Given the nature of our foundation, to
stand up for right and proper theology, and for
the cause of Protestantism, this has a direct effect on the work we do.
We thank also, for their work across the
year with the Council, Mr Duncan Boyd with his
constitutional knowledge, and advice on rental matters; as well as Mr William Smith, whose
thoughtful presence and interventions in Council meetings have been persistently invaluable.
Events
As has been stated, many of the regular events
that the PTS puts on have continued much as
normal. And our gratitude is due to those responsible for putting in the effort and giving the
time to make them successful. In this area, as in
many others, more responsibility for a greater
number of things continues to fall upon fewer
faithful people.
In May of 2018 the Rev. Stephen Holland
preached at the annual Bury St Edmunds Martyrs Memorial Service, held in May, in The Great
Churchyard. In June Dr Jim Winter led a ‘Summer Study Day’ at Fleet Street, on the subject of
‘The Renewed Mind’. The annual Ipswich Martyrs Memorial Service, took place in July, at the
Martyrs Memorial in Christchurch Park, Ipswich.
Benedict Bird spoke on The Synod of Dort and
the lessons it holds for the church of today, at a
disappointingly poorly attended Annual Cambridge lecture in November. Also in November
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there was a well-attended ‘Winter Study Day’
held at Fleet Street, when Pastor Geoff Thomas
spoke on the subject of ‘Living in the Holy Spirit’. In March Keith Berry led a Christian heritage
walk which covered, in detail, ‘Churches in the
City of London and the Puritan Connection’. This,
as others, was very well received by those who
took part.
Also in March 2019, on a day when God favoured us with the weather, we held a public
protest, and what we designated ‘Central London
Street Preaching Witness’ outside New Scotland
Yard. It was public witness held in order to remind relevant authorities of the legal freedoms
we have to proclaim Jesus Christ. The catalyst for
this protest had been the illegal arrest and movement of Christian preacher Oluwole Ilesanmi,
after a false complaint by one passer-by. Several
brothers in Christ came to assist in the preaching,
much of which was listened to by a large number
of police officers who had been deputed to watch
over what was a small but persistent group of us.
Many discussions were held with passers-by, several of those who drove past expressed their support for our placards carrying slogans asking for
freedom of speech in the traditional manner.2 We
had interesting conversations with some of the
coach drivers who congregate in that area, and
one made a special effort to come over to us and
thank us for what we were doing.
Such public proclamation of the gospel is
valuable, and we desire to continue to stand up
for it, and for those who do it, whilst it is still
possible to do so.
Magazine
The Rt Rev. Edward Malcolm continues with the
editing of the magazine, and the Pepper Collective continue to put the various pieces together for us. More time is therefore still able to be
spent on the content. The recognisable cover format continues to keep it looking consistent and
up to date.
2

It is worth noting that he has been awarded
damages for the ordeal, including general
damages for false imprisonment in the sum of
£500, plus £1,000 for the exceptional humiliation
and degradation and £1,000 for the mental trauma
caused.

Content remains varied, from book reviews
(some in article form, and some in the form of
critique of the direction of theological drift in
certain quarters) to general articles referring to
relevant theological topics, and historical church
topics. The double page of content for children
continues, it is of value if they are being encouraged to read it. Substantial and important issues
such as ‘The Worship of God’ have been covered,
along with items such as a lengthy and valuable
review on ‘The Forging of Codex Sinaiticus.’
The Meetings page continues; now we have
two Wickliffe Preachers operating there are
more engagements. Supporters can see where
our Wickliffe Preacher is going, pray for the
meetings, pray that there might be more meetings, and even attend if they are nearby. The
back cover advertisement for the PTS shop, with
a selection of available books pictured, continues
as a deliberate encouragement to Christians to
make use of what we offer.
Despite modern technology, and the habit of some not to read paper, the magazine will
continue as important part of our ministry. We
know its reach extends beyond our immediate
constituency, and although it may not have sales
as large as we would like it gets to many people
and many churches. Copies are passed on from
one reader to another, and we get occasional responses from readers—so we know it is read! We
know it is important.
Publications
The production of the Society’s own publications has remained quieter across the year. The
Council have been aware both of the issue of not
producing too many (always a temptation), but
also of producing what is really significant. We
have two ideas in the pipeline, both of which
we think will prove to be of immense help to
our fellow Christians. The Time Travellers workbooks continue to be sold, and though they are
far more popular when heavily discounted, sales
have proceeded slowly. Copies of earlier issues
of many of the Society’s own booklets remain
available, and are valuable sources of information and teaching.
Great successes of previous years continue
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to sell, And we receive small but regular orders
from Edinburgh for our John Knox booklet, ‘The
Man who changed a Nation.’ As was mentioned,
the Annual Society Diary was brought out once
again. However, the changing methods for keeping diary dates and other information in Western Europe are clearly having a significant effect
and further consideration of how we proceed
with the diary continues.
There is a regular prayer diary which continues to be sent to members by email, and is available to anyone who contacts the office. It continues to prove most useful in directing members’
and supporters’ prayers in directions which are
relevant to our Society, and to events within society which have a significant Christian relevance.
Website
Modern day has replaced much of its information gathering with online browsing—sadly
books are a thing of the past for many people.
Therefore we take our website seriously. The
website has been well protected against mali-

cious endeavours, and is reliably available for
view.
Given the vast amount of information and
resources available on the website it cannot be
seen as anything but a significant plank in the
work of the PTS. The calendar has meeting dates
put up clearly, so that the relevant information
is easily obtainable for anyone interested in attending them. The heading relating to meetings
of other Societies and events widens its appeal.
Some past magazine content is made available,
and further articles and comment are added on
a regular basis. On occasion, members of Council
or the Chairman have had comments and encouragements to prayer about recent events put
on the site. Resources include audio files from
several of the Cambridge lectures, Study Day
Conferences, and other talks, and are available
for download.
In short, this is a valuable tool which under the hand of Mr Kevin McGrane continues to
make a significant contribution to the work of
the Society. ■

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant Truth Society, meeting at 184 Fleet
Street on 14 November 2019, deeply regrets that the United Kingdom has not yet left
the European Union. It calls on the next British Government to leave the European Union no later than 31 January, 2020.

This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant Truth Society, meeting at 184
Fleet Street on 14 November 2019, reminds Her Majesty’s Government of its duty to
enact laws that uphold Her Majesty’s coronation oath to ‘maintain the laws of God.’ It
profoundly regrets the United Kingdom Government’s imposition of wicked laws in
respect of abortion and same-sex ‘marriage’ on Northern Ireland.
This Annual General Meeting of the Protestant Truth Society, meeting at 184 Fleet
Street on 14 November 2019, humbly reminds His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
of Her Majesty the Queen’s coronation oath to maintain the Protestant Reformed religion established by law. It regrets the Prince of Wales’ recent visit to Rome to support
the canonzation of Cardinal Newman.

iv
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Newman’s Counterfeit Miracles
by Kevin McGrane

Second ‘miracle’ for sainthood
Once Mr Sullivan’s submission was under investigation and had cleared the initial hurdles, the
Birmingham Oratory sent him a lock of Newman’s hair (cropped while alive) to see whether
he could use it to obtain more putative miracles
in order to pave the way for Newman’s sainthood.1 Mr Sullivan, by this time a deacon, reported great success with this coveted relic:
A lot of the results have been remarkable. A
young man in New Hampshire was literally brain dead after an automobile accident.
I touched him [with the relic]; he came to
life… There were many others.
He refers to the case of Andrew Munroe, who
received a head injury on October 17, 2005. It
was wrongly stated in the Roman Catholic media
that Munroe was in a coma; moreover he was not
‘literally’ brain dead: surgeons removed part of
his skull to relieve internal pressure, and he lay
in a state of ‘unresponsive wakefulness’, which
is quite a different thing. Functioning gradually returned within a few weeks, as it often does
quite naturally. Notwithstanding, Munroe’s case
was sent up for investigation as a putative miracle wrought by Newman’s intercession and
relics. But even the Roman authorities were not
going to swallow that.
The successfully alleged miracle, which enabled ‘Blessed’ John Henry Newman to be elevated to sainthood, relates to the sixth pregnancy
of Mrs Melissa Villalobos of Chicago in 2013. She
also had watched the TV programme in 2000 that
promoted the cult of Newman, as well as his beatification in 2010 on the EWTN channel, which
induced her to become ‘completely devoted to

him’: ‘I would pass his picture in the house and I
would say little prayers to him… I really started
to develop a very constant dialogue with him.’
As of May 1, 2013, Mrs Villalobos had had four
normal pregnancies and one miscarriage, and
she was now just commencing the sixth week
of her sixth pregnancy when she noticed some
discharge of blood.2 An ultrasound scan on May
8 revealed that she had a subchorionic haematoma (SCH), an accumulation of blood between the
uterus and the gestational membranes, causing
some separation of the placenta. This condition
affects around 3% of pregnant women. There
is a large amount of literature on SCH and its
effects on the outcome of pregnancy, which indicates that in general SCH doubles a woman’s
risk of miscarrying. However, the vast majority
of SCH conditions resolve themselves within a
few weeks as part of the body’s natural healing
process and growth of the baby, and a majority
of women diagnosed with presentations like Mrs
Villalobos will go on to have perfectly normal
pregnancies. As it turned out, Mrs Villalobos was
one of that majority.
Following diagnosis of SCH, Mrs Villalobos
was advised to rest to minimize her risk of a miscarriage. Because the bleeding was perceived to
be worsening, Mrs Villalobos and her husband
consulted a physician on May 10, and he recommended bed rest. For reasons best known
to themselves, Mrs Villalobos’ husband flew out
on a business trip early on May 15, leaving his
wife to wake at 7am ‘in a pool of blood’ (she says)
and care for their four children (aged 6, 5, 3, and
1) entirely on her own. Having prepared breakfast, she anxiously went upstairs to ‘manage the
situation’ alone, and after praying to Cardinal

1

2

This is still the only ‘first class’ relic outside the
Birmingham Oratory.

She was ‘due’ on or around January 1, 2014. At this
stage the embryo is the size of a pea.
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Newman (as she had been doing continually
for years) she discerned that her bleeding had
subsided. It was confirmed by the scan at her
pre-arranged appointment that afternoon that
the SCH condition had now cleared up and disappeared—as most do in time.3 The remainder
of Mrs Villalobos pregnancy was normal, and she
was delivered of her fifth child on December 27,
2013.4
There is nothing unusual here—every year
similar stories could be repeated by millions of
mothers all over the world. Mrs Villalobos wasn’t
one in a million, she was one of millions with the
same condition as herself, and with the same favourable outcome. So what is there to see here?
After the birth Mrs Villalobos sent an account
of her pregnancy to the promoters of Newman’s
canonization. The case found its way to the Vatican in 2018, and Pope Francis declared it a miracle on February 13, 2019, whereupon Mrs Villalobos claimed (and the Roman Catholic media
uncritically reported) that Newman’s intervention had miraculously saved not merely one but
two lives because without a miracle she would
have lost her own life also (an extremely unlikely
possibility).5 Even though there were no independent witnesses to events of the morning of May
15, 2013 (before which Mrs Villalobos had not
been seen by a medical practitioner for 5 days),
the Roman Catholic media uncritically repeated
and endlessly recycled a slew of misleading details based on Mrs Villalobos’ sensational misun-

derstandings. No attempt was made by that media to obtain an independent expert opinion; or,
at least, if opinion was sought, we can guess why
it was not published.

3

Newman posited three tests to determine
whether a ‘professed miraculous occurrence’ is
‘clearly miraculous, and not a mere providence
or answer to prayer within the order of nature’:
‘1. is it antecedently probable? 2. is it in its nature certainly miraculous? 3. has it sufficient evidence?’
By Newman’s own criteria these two ‘professed miraculous occurrences’ underpinning
his beatification and canonization are not ‘clearly miraculous’ because they fail two of these
tests. Although the concept of ‘antecedent probability’ (so beloved but misused by Newman)
is not the most helpful concept, there is no antecedent probability whatsoever in favour of the

4
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Her ‘pool of blood’ incident may well have been
accumulated blood coming away while the
condition was healing up during the night, which
then continued to pass out of her in the morning.
Thus Mrs Villalobos’ pregnancy in 2013 had an
elevated risk of miscarriage for two of the 40
weeks’ gestation, and her outcome was that of the
majority of women presenting with her symptoms:
a normal birth. As of mid-2019 Mrs Villalobos has
borne a further two children, seven in all.
Mrs Villalobos was under the absurd
misapprehension that she had been ‘critically
ill’ and suffering from ‘unstoppable internal
bleeding’, and that if she had called for help it
might have ‘killed me instantly’. ‘I didn’t want to
scream because I didn’t know if it would be my
last scream’. There are many troubling concerns
with Mrs Villalobos’ accounts, including her claim
to be in a constant dialogue with Newman, and
his giving her on several occasions ‘a great gift’
of intense fragrances of roses that filled the room
(though not discernible by another soul).

Rome’s deceitful handling of
Newman’s counterfeit miracles
In both these cases, the first a condition resolved
through surgery, and the second a natural resolution of a common complication, the outcomes
were not unexpected. In fact, they were statistically the most likely outcomes. In Mr Sullivan’s
case, his surgery did not go wrong, only to be
rectified by a miraculous intervention: the prognosis was that the condition would be rectified
by the surgery, which is why the surgery was
performed. In Mrs Villalobos’ case, it was not a
likely outcome that she would herself die or lose
her baby (only to be averted by a miraculous intervention): the prognosis was that there was a
reasonable prospect that the condition would
heal up spontaneously by resting, which is why
the doctors gave her the advice they did.
Even the exceedingly credulous Newman
had to admit that operations of providence and
answers to prayer ‘within the order of nature’
were not miracles:
[I]t will happen that many occurrences will
be called miraculous, which, strictly speaking, are not such, that is, not more than
providential mercies, or what are sometimes
called ‘grazie’ or ‘favours.’
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miraculous in these cases since laminectomies
have been successfully performed by trained
surgeons for over 130 years, and, since time immemorial, women developing SCH (for which
there is no treatment other than rest) mostly go
on to bear healthy children. The second test is
decisive: it is not in its nature ‘certainly miraculous’ that spinal stenosis should be resolved by
surgery, nor is it in its nature ‘certainly miraculous’ for an SCH to resolve itself spontaneously,
since most ordinarily do.
Newman’s justification—a typically Roman
Catholic one—for believing counterfeit miracles
that do not pass muster as ‘clearly miraculous’
was ‘If you ask me why I believe it, it is because
everyone believes it at Rome’, and he accordingly resisted questioning what Rome considered a
miracle even when it could be shown that identical phenomena had a perfectly ordinary natural
explanation. Newman could simply give up the
‘antecedent probability’ in a particular case and
shunt the ‘ecclesiastical’ miracle from the ‘clearly
miraculous’ category into what can best be described as a ‘miraculous, not clearly’ category,
deftly avoiding the ‘not miraculous’ category.
Newman accomplished this by convincing himself that it was impossible to discern whether
any event had occurred naturally (i.e. ‘not miraculous’) or whether the ‘order of nature’ had been
miraculously suspended such that an action ‘miraculous, not clearly’ might be performed to accomplish the identical outcome that would otherwise have occurred naturally. By such special
pleading the Newmanian ‘miraculous, not clearly’ category became the repository for all those
counterfeit Popish miracles that bore the very
appearance of having a natural explanation, or
had no credible evidence at all. Thus it is entirely fitting that Newman’s own beatification and
canonization should rest on counterfeit miracles
within that category.
Under Rome’s rules, for a healing to be declared a miracle it must be ‘immediate, complete,
lasting and inexplicable’ (like Wilfrid Blunt’s relief from toothache). ‘Inexplicable’ is intended to
connote that there is no natural explanation for

the healing.6 To be scientifically inexplicable, the
healing process must be ‘above, contrary to or
outside nature’.7 Reliable expert witnesses will
freely confess that their knowledge of a case is
limited by the available data as well as the extent of medical knowledge and understanding,
so they will seldom be able always to explain
everything that happened, even when there is
nothing miraculous suspected. Professor Massimo Gandalfini, the chair of the panel of medical
experts (‘Consulta Medica’) advising the Vatican
in the Sullivan case, stated that the events were
‘not completely explicable in scientific terms’:
but this means no more that the panel could not
explain everything (because of limited information and understanding), though they could explain most things. This is hardly a finding of ‘inexplicable’ healing. Accordingly, the Vatican had
to whittle down the ‘inexplicability’ aspect to
something that was (rightly or wrongly) merely unforeseen. Its judgment in the Sullivan case
states that ‘the inexplicability relates solely to
the immediate recovery of postoperative function, which was quite unforeseen in this particular case’. In other words, Mr Sullivan made a
faster than expected recovery from an operation
performed to cure him (yet it was not ‘immediate’ in that it was several days before he ventured to walk). This is farcical, because millions
of patients have better outcomes than could be
expected, especially those who respond to placebos, where improvement is ‘not completely explicable in scientific terms’.
On this extremely tenuous basis Pope Benedict XVI declared that Cardinal Newman’s intercession had wrought a miracle on Mr Sullivan.
But it is to be noted that Rome is not claiming
that Mr Sullivan’s restored mobility and lessening of pain are miraculous—because that was
the intended and expected outcome of the op6

7

Probabilities and statistics have no explanatory
power in particulars, so cannot explain why a
particular outcome ensues in one individual case
though not in other seemingly identical cases.
That aspect of inexplicability is not relevant here.
Interestingly, the Westminster Confession of Faith
Ch.V ‘Of Providence’ has the same concept: ‘God in
his ordinary providence maketh use of means, yet
is free to work without, above and against them, at
his pleasure.’

13

eration—merely that the rate of improvement
postoperatively was better than expected; and so
a miracle!
In the case of Mrs Villalobos, the good outcome could not even be said to be ‘unforeseen’
(since it was probable), and the two weeks that
her SCH took to clear up was entirely unexceptional. We can be glad for Mrs Villalobos that
she bore another healthy child, but we dare not
entertain the fiction that the statistically likely
good outcome that ensued was wrought by the
miraculous intercession of the late Cardinal. For
this Jesuit Pope Francis to declare as miraculous
a medically unremarkable episode (freighted
as it is by Roman Catholic propagandists with
emotions of peril and deliverance) suggests that
he is making a claim akin to the Jesuit concept
of scientia media, i.e. counterfactual knowledge
that some unlikely bad outcome would infallibly
have ensued were it not for the intercession of
Cardinal Newman. This claim to counterfactual
knowledge reminds the author of a similar claim
made to a person known to him that he had been
miraculously healed of a life-threatening disease that he would otherwise have contracted
many years later. Such is the stock in trade of
charlatans and quacks.
Apart from the above difficulties, Cardinal
Newman’s canonization contravenes the Vatican’s own rules to be applied by the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints. These rules
require that for consideration as a miracle an
improvement in a medical condition should not
be of a type that can naturally heal up spontaneously, nor one that directly follows effective
medical treatment. Professor Franco De Rosa of
Rome University’s medical school, who has advised the Vatican as a member of the Consulta
Medica for many years, is quite clear: ‘We have
to be satisfied that effective treatment has not
been applied.’ Yet in Mr Sullivan’s case effective
treatment was unquestionably applied. It appears to be the case, therefore, that in respect of
the ‘professed miraculous occurrences’ attributed to the intercession of John Henry Newman,
which manifestly fail to evidence themselves as
‘clearly miraculous, and not within the order of
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nature’, the barrel was scraped and the bar was
lowered—to such an extent that occurrences in
the normal course of God’s superintending providence were effectively cast into the Newmanian
category of ‘miraculous, not clearly’, and the concept of the ‘inexplicable’ so debased, in order to
get Newman’s sainthood ‘over the line’. As ever,
the Roman Catholic magisterium elevates the
importance of delusions and spin over the importance of truth. ■

A statement from Gaulby

‘T

he Gaulby Reformed Evangelical Anglican Fellowship came into being following the untimely death of the Rector,
Rev. A. Cheesman, in October 2010.
Since that time we have sought to continue
Biblical ministry by arranging all Evening Services, Bible Studies, separate Prayer Meetings
and the well-known Gaulby Festival of Grace.
Major refurbishment work to restore the fabric and to make the church more user-friendly
commenced in January 2019 since when the evening services have been held in the local Illstonon-the-Hill Village Hall.
Until that time we had an informal arrangement with the Church (Priest-in-Charge) which
allowed us to conduct our meetings, largely unchanged for almost nine years, and these have
been well regarded and appreciated by many in
the county and beyond.
However we have always been mindful of the
increasingly liberal perspective of the national
church which has been seen to embrace changing moral values, whilst challenging Biblical
preaching has been in noticeable decline. Before
completion of the work we therefore explored

BSST
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Spring Study Day
Saturday, 28 March, 2020
Please call and ask for a copy of our
leaflet. Legacies and bequests have
greatly aided the Society in the past.
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Summer Study Day
Saturday, 4 July, 2020

the possibilities of continuing the arrangement
previously enjoyed, but matters were delayed by
them until the work was completed.
In August 2019 we were advised to look for
an alternative venue for the Festival of Grace, it
being unlikely that the work would be completed in time for the 14th September 2019, and we
therefore made arrangements to move this at
short notice to Countesthorpe Baptist Church.
However, before the Festival we were surprised to receive notice that the church would
be formally opened on the 7th September 2019
prior to which on the 4th September 2019 we received an email outlining the terms and conditions in the form of a 10-page document should
we wish to continue using Gaulby Church.
The arrangement was now to be on a formal
and legally binding basis imposing financial
and practical constraints which we considered
totally unacceptable and which were rejected at
a subsequent meeting of the fellowship.
Sadly, therefore, we have had no alternative
but to inform the church of our decision and we
held our concluding service in the Village Hall
on Sunday the 27th October 2019.’ ■

Keep the date...
Further details will be announced nearer
the time, with a date when booking will
open. Spaces will be limited, so please
make sure you book if you want to attend!
Recordings of the sessions will be made
available on the web site.

As with previous study days, the bookshop will be open, and discounts will be available.
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‘Our Protestant Constitution after Brexit’

Ligonier DVD teaching sets for sale

The 2019 PTS Cambridge Lecture

£31

by Edward Malcolm

B

ritain’s withdrawal from the European
Union is the essential first step towards
restoring true Parliamentary democracy
and our Protestant Constitution. This was the
argument put forward by Duncan Boyd at
the annual Cambridge Lecture.
Since the reign of King
Alfred the Great, first the
English and then all the
British people have been
ruled by monarchs who
consulted, and by laws
derived from God’s law.
Alfred enacted laws
based on God’s moral
law, and governed with
the help of the Witan, a
council of ordained and
lay men, whose advice he
heeded. Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, the Anglo-Saxon legal code was partially
retained, and the basics of the Witan also
retained, in the Magnum Concilium.
Duncan Boyd traced the development of the
Magnum Concilium into what we would recognise as Parliament, and showed how Magna Carta secured basic rights and liberties for the population against despotic rule. Aspects of this lay
behind the political causes of the Protestant Reformation, against papal claims to have authority
over kings and emperors. The spiritual causes of
the Reformation were emphasised.
The Stuart period saw the greatest crisis in
government, as Charles I attempted to dispense
with consensual rule through Parliament. This
led to civil war, and bolstered the British attitude
against despotism and in favour of true liberty.
Attention was paid to the Bill of Rights, and to
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the Act of Settlement and the Act of Union. It was
these that led to the Hanoverian dynasty, and
the accession of George I, since Parliament knew
that only a Protestant monarch would uphold
both democracy and liberty. Both Charles
I and James II had shown the danger of Roman Catholicism on
the throne of England.
The structures of the
European Union, by contrast, are neither democratic nor guarantors
of liberty. The European Commission is unelected and unaccountable. The fundamental
principle of habeas corpus is not maintained in
European law.
The speaker included an
excursus on the doctrine of the
Pope as antichrist. This view would
have been common in Jacobean Britain, and has
been ably defended more recently [most notably
by Bishop Wordsworth in his Is the Papacy predicted by St Paul?]. The loss of this Protestant doctrine has helped to weaken the church, leading to
false ecumenism.
The lecture ended with a call to prayer—
prayer, first, that the nation will leave the European Union; secondly, that there will be a revival
of true religion in our land; and thirdly, that there
will be a return to the enacting of laws that derive
from and accord with the divine moral law.
We are grateful to The Round Church for hosting the meeting, a recording of which is available
on the PTS website. God willing, a date and title
for next year will be announced in due course. ■
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THE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
What is a Christian? What does it mean to belong to a church? How can
we grow in grace? Dr Sinclair Ferguson answers these questions and
more in this new video teaching series. Over twelve 23-minute messages, he traces every stage of the Christian life and teaches us how to
live to the glory of God.

12 talks, 23 minutes

£60
N E W

T E S T A M E N T

FOUNDATIONS OF GRACE: NEW TESTAMENT
The whole of the New Testament proclaims the truth that salvation is
not the result of man’s works or choices. Dr. Stephen Lawson continues his journey through the Bible in this New Testament volume of
Foundations of Grace, showing us that the doctrines of grace are found
throughout the whole of the Bible.

24 talks, 24 minutes

£46

THE WHOLE CHRIST
Why do we need the law if salvation is by grace alone? Dr. Sinclair
Ferguson answers this important question and explains its relevance
today by revisiting the Marrow Controversy—an eighteenth-century
debate over the relationship between God’s grace and our works. Dr.
Ferguson explains that the solution to both legalism and lawlessness
is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

12 talks, 24 minutes

£48

LEARNING TO LOVE THE PSALMS
The Book of Psalms is one of the greatest treasures the Lord has given
to his people. In this teaching series, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey provides
an overview of the Psalms with the specific goal of learning to love
them through a study of their themes, structure, and beauty.

12 talks, 24 minutes

£42.50

THE BOOK OF JOB
Why does God permit suffering and hardships? It’s a question all of us
have asked, and the book of Job points us toward the answer. In this
series, Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas walks us through the book of Job and
considers what the Bible says about our darkest moments and deepest
wounds.

12 talks, 23 minutes
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Book Review

Book Review

Letters of John Calvin
Selected from the Bonnet Edition
with an introductory biographical sketch
Banner of Truth
320pp • £12 • cloth
ISBN 978-1-8481-843-2
Reviewed by Iain Stewart

T

his very welcomed re-edition of some of
Calvin’s letters has the advantage of being
a nice size, easy to slip into your pocket, or
bag. Easy to read if you are travelling, or waiting in
a queue; yet, because each of the letters can stand
on its own and be fully understood, you lose nothing of their impact. It is also a book which may attract new readers of Calvin’s works to read more
of his writings. Sometimes Calvin receives a bad
press from those who have never, or rarely, studied
the Reformer’s contribution to the work of God. Let
this little volume whet your appetite.
I highly recommend reading the opening biographical sketch, to be reminded of Calvin’s early
life, his transformation from Catholicism to Biblical Christianity, and how he ended up in Geneva.
Calvin’s interest in the spread of the gospel was
deep rooted and energised his whole life’s work. He
is sometimes portrayed as an austere man without
any soul or compassion, but these letters reveal a
caring and pastoral preacher who looked into the
heart of those situations and people he sought to
help. See his letter to Viret on the death of his wife,
and his letter to Viret when his own wife died.
The book has 70 letters, mostly dated, with a
few introductory words below the titles explaining briefly their contents. But more important are
footnotes explaining who the recipient was and
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why they were important in Calvin’s work as a reformer. Without these notes we wouldn’t know the
person receiving the letter or why Calvin was writing to them. You will recognise some very familiar names, mostly colleagues in the struggles for
religious freedom in Europe; Bullinger, Farel, Melanchthon, Luther and John Knox. Others may be
less well known but their work for the good cause
was equally important.
The editors have included a number of letters
that focus on the Reformation in England. Calvin
wrote to Protector Somerset when he was Regent
of England in the minority of Edward VI, including an encouraging plan for the reformation in
England. He wrote to the young king himself, to
Archbishop Cranmer, the Bishop of London and
to William Cecil who played a leading part in establishing the gospel in England. Calvin was very
aware of Satan’s wiles to hinder and frustrate God’s
work. As a leader of the Reformation, not only was
he under tremendous spiritual conflicts, he battled
medical ailments throughout his life. Number 68
‘To the physicians of Montpellier’ lists his medical
troubles. Only through God’s strength and power
was Calvin able to continue for as long as he did.
May these letters inspire us to witness for the
Truth in our day ■
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The identity and
attributes of God
Terry L. Johnson
Banner of Truth
424pp • £16.50 • h/b
ISBN 978-1-84871-854-8
Reviewed by Oliver Rice

T

here’s nothing quite like the doctrine of
God; theology proper! Like Packer in his
classic, Knowing God, Johnson quotes Spurgeon’s magnificent words to the effect that the
highest study or science of mankind is the study
of God and that nothing can so comfort and calm
the troubled human (and Christian) soul.
This book combines classical Reformed and
Puritan writings with a certain contemporary
readability and application. In a way, it is a restatement of Packer’s book but more 21st century
than 20th. It engages with contemporary issues
like gender confusion. It is a solid biblical-theological doctrine of God with contemporary application. It pulls no punches but offers a robust
biblical theology that does not soft-pedal or sugar-coat in any shape or form.
The chapter on God’s holiness is particularly
challenging to a culture, and Christian culture, so
‘ethically sloppy’. The author’s applicatory questions hit all kinds of nails on the head.
Most of us are haters of sins which are not
our own, but very tolerant, if not indulgent, of
the sins with which we are tempted… Often we
display the ‘little white lie’ syndrome. ‘It was just
a little sin’, we say smugly; or ‘I drank a little too
much’, we say with a twinkle in our eye. ‘It was no
big deal’, or ‘It didn’t hurt anyone’… What about

the petty sins of whining and grumbling, griping
and complaining… How is our highway morality?… How honest are we… in giving an honest
day’s work? Do we lie to our parents about where
we have been?… Are we there at 8.00 pm when
we say we will be there at 8.00 pm? Do we think
that the God who sacrificed his own Son because
of sin is as casual towards sin as we are?
For all the straight talk about holiness and
whilst the author is clear and strong on the justice and righteousness of God, Johnson finishes
the book with a good survey of the love of God,
the three closing chapters being devoted to the
theme: ‘The Love of God’, ‘God’s Transforming
Love’ and God’s Love and Ours’.
Perhaps one small question I would raise
would be, why so little use of contemporary
Christian writers? The heavy dependence on the
‘older’ (Reformation and Puritan writers) is understandable (they were good!) but does not altogether help with the ‘translation’ to today’s readers, and there are still some good evangelical
writers out there now other than Stott (though
recently deceased) and Packer.
Overall, however, this is easily a book to be
recommended and relished. ■
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