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Protestant Perspectives

‘I was glad when they said…’
by the Honorary Editor

P

erhaps, as you sit and read this, you are
looking forward to returning to church. If
the indications at the time of writing prove
true, we may be allowed back in our churches
from the first Sunday in July. There will inevitably
be restrictions: we probably will not be allowed to
sing or take the Lord’s Supper, and we will have
to maintain social distancing, while providing a
one-way system around the building. Within the
limitations of any restrictions, we may at least be
allowed back to church.
That we are not currently allowed to meet in
churches is a cause for great concern. To begin
with, it seemed that churches were being treated
much the same as many other meeting venues.
However, as restrictions have been lifted on a
number of other forms of public interaction, the
ban on meeting in a church building is beginning to look somewhat pointed. Of course, in our
post-Christian society, it is not possible to legislate
for one religion and not another: all must be treated the same. Given that the nature of gatherings
for some religions precludes the possibility of social distancing and so on, all are made to wear the
same limitations. Furthermore, the pronouncements from the podium at the regular press
conferences have highlighted the particular demographic of church attenders in this country—
meaning that it is viewed as an activity for old
people, for the most part, and we all know that old
people are the most vulnerable etcetera, etcetera.
Even when we are allowed to meet in church
buildings, there will be some who will be cautious
about returning. They may suffer from health
problems that mean the risk of infection is higher.
They may care for relatives in that category, and
not wish to increase the chance of passing on an
infection. There are some whose natural caution
means that they will only venture out once they
are assured the risk of infection has passed. Po-

tentially, it never will. For how long can we put life
on hold?
The whole matter of restrictions appears
laughable when we see the crowds on beaches,
and in parks, and at protests. Leaving aside the
reason for the recent protests, it is interesting to
note that shouting slogans does not attract the
same condemnation as singing the praises of our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Standing or marching beside a complete stranger does not earn the same
rebuke that standing near a fellow believer does.
Then, think of those whose weddings have
been put on hold. There are couples up and down
the land who had a service booked at a church,
and the guest list finalised, and everything made
ready: but they have been unable to proceed. Lifeplans are on hold, and the government does not
seem to show the slightest concern for the welfare
of people in that situation.
Funerals are another area of concern. The few
who are permitted to gather in the chapel at the
crematorium cannot express their love and support for the bereaved by so much as a hand-shake,
never mind an embrace—unless they happen to
live under the same roof. Standing at the graveside, trying to be heard by people who must stand
the required distance apart, can be a strain for the
officiating minister. The whole matter is most unsatisfactory.
Of course, those with loved ones in care homes,
or in hospital, have also had to endure difficult
restrictions. Elderly and sick relatives have been
left to die alone. No doubt many nurses have sat
with patients in their last moments and held their
hands, trying to provide what comfort they can,
and we thank them for their care. But this is not
the same as having a husband or wife, parent or
child, there at the end. And what of that spiritual
counsel many crave in their last moments, when
a faithful pastor reads the Scriptures with them,
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prays with them, and exhorts them to firm faith in
the only Saviour? One wonders how many nurses
have chosen to ignore the godless restrictions on
sharing one’s faith, and have spoken to the dying
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Eternity will reveal such
things.
All of this may come over as somewhat depressing and negative. It is. Although many people have declared (and with some truth) that one
does not need to go to church to be a Christian, the
reality is that all Christians belong to the Church,
and ought to attend a church. Some live in cities,
towns and villages where a gospel-preaching,
Christ-honouring church is hard to find. Some are
incapable of attending because of distance, age or
health. The Lord knows the truth, and some who
convince people that they cannot attend church
will find they have not convinced the Judge of all
the earth. Others struggle, in spite of age and infirmity, and the less-than-satisfactory ministry they
are under, because they consider it important to
attend worship.
Herein lies the issue. When David wrote the
122nd Psalm, he began, ‘I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.’
The pilgrims have arrived in Jerusalem, the place
where the Lord chose to set his name. But the heart
desire of the true pilgrim is not to see the city, with
its walls and palaces, nor even to view the temple,
but to enter therein. He has not come as a tourist,
but as a worshipper of the Lord. He comes to offer
his sacrifice and to pay his vows. The journey to
get to Jerusalem may have been difficult and tiring, and at times he may have wished that he lived
a little closer to the city—or that he could worship
the Lord at a more convenient location. But now
that he has arrived, his heart is full of anticipation
and joy at the thought of entering the very place
where the Lord has chosen to set his name.
Our churches are not temples, and our ministers are not priests. The sacrifice is one of praise
and thanksgiving, for the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth us from all sin. But our churches and
chapels are places of familiar joy, where the precious word of life has been preached, perhaps
for centuries, and where the Lord’s people have
engaged in prayer, calling on him for aid in troubles and thanking him for saving mercies. Here
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the Scriptures have been read with authority and
conviction. Beliefs have been challenged, wrong
assumptions have been exposed, and pride has
been humbled under the sound of the gospel. Men
whom the world ignores have been filled with the
power of heaven in the pulpit and have declared
the unchanging truth with such force that the
kingdom of darkness has quailed. Some churches
may have associations with famous names: there
is none more famous than that of our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ.
Where will you be, as soon as church restrictions are lifted, and public worship can resume
once more? Where are you now? Watching TV,
tending your garden, or on your knees before the
Lord, pleading for his mercy in this matter? We
will be judged for how we have viewed and used
our time away from public worship. Let us judge
ourselves, in our hearts, and discover where our
love lies. Are we glad at the prospect of meeting
our fellow believers once more, and of entering
into the joy of worship? Do we long to hear the
gospel sound forth from the familiar pulpit? This,
after all, was what we used to do. Have we been
quietly happy not to have had to do this for the
past three months or so, or has it been a burden
and a trouble to us?
In some parts of the world, the prospect of
meeting in public for religious worship is non-existent, or is fraught with such danger that it is
practically impossible. How would Christians in
such a situation judge us, if they saw us take lightly what they can only pray to have? We owe it to
such to return to public worship as soon as possible. We owe it also to all those who are said to
have viewed online services, and to have turned
to prayer in these days of doubt and difficulty.
There must come a time when we can openly show
them the way of life, pointing them to the blessed Saviour. What will they think, if they come to
a public service and discover that a proportion of
the congregation was content not to attend? What
sort of witness is that?
The public worship of Almighty God is a blessing to the nation. That there is a faithful remnant,
in the midst of a perverse and wicked generation,
is a mark of divine mercy. Let us repay this mercy,
and use the means of grace as the Lord permits. ■
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In the News
School transgender policy
We reported in the March–April issue (‘Challenging the transgender agenda’) the intention of a 13
year-old Oxford school girl to take her local Council to court. This was over its trangender policy
in schools. It was reported on 27 April by the BBC
and others that she had been granted permission
to apply to the High Court.
Since then, Warwickshire County Council has
dropped the highly controversial ‘Trans Inclusion Toolkit’ in the face of a legal challenge from
the Christian Institute.
Meanwhile, the author of the ‘no Outsiders’
programme, Andrew Moffat, is reported to have
said, ‘I have listened to criticism. I have changed
my views. I am happy to be gay, but I don‘t expect
you to celebrate my sexual orientation with me.’
Of course, there is a vast difference between no
longer being expected to ‘celebrate’ homosexual
lifestyle, and being able to withdraw children
from education that indoctrinates them into accepting it as normal.
Home abortions
Christian Concern is attempting to challenge the
government over its legislation permitting home
abortions. In spite of assurances given to Parliament, the Coronavirus Bill included a change in
regulations to allow women to be given access
to abortion products on the basis of a telephone
consultation. This was as a result of pressure
from the abortion industry. According to the draft
judgment, ‘From early March 2020, providers of
abortion services began to make clear concerns
about how the pandemic would affect their services’ (para 16).

PTS donated £1,000 towards the cost of the
case, which is still ongoing.
Relationships and Sex Education
From September 2020 all school children will be
required to attend compulsory lessons in Relationships and Sex Education (RSE). Formerly, parents could withdraw children up to the age of 18.
The new legislation lowers that upper age limit to
15, meaning that older children will not be able
to avoid it.
According to the Christian Institute, ‘RSE
would include teaching on “sex, sexual health
and sexuality”. Draft guidance has said schools
“are free to determine how they address LGBT
specific content”. But the Government has recommended that it is “integral throughout the
programmes of study”.’
Religion gone to pot?
‘Ancient Israelites burned cannabis as part of
their religious rituals, an archaeological study
has found.’ This was the announcement on the
BBC website, on 29th May. A temple site, dated to
around 700 BC, and discovered in the 1960s, has
been excavated and researched. Residue found
on the altar contains traces of elements found in
cannabis, and this is thought this may have been
used in worship. The site itself is at Arad, some
fifty miles south of Jerusalem. The study is being
carried out by the University of Tel Aviv.
The site is deemed to be of particular interest
to archaeologists because the ruins of the main
temple at Jerusalem are out of reach. Access to another temple, of the same era, is thought to permit
a more detailed study of ancient Israelite religion
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than might otherwise be possible.
Assuming these suppositions of the archaeologists to be true, anyone who knows their Bible
will see at least two problems.
First, this was not a lawful temple. Whatever
it was, it was not set up by divine authority, nor
in the care of the descendants of Aaron under
the Mosaic law. At best, it was an unlawful ‘high
place.’ King Asa was commended in Scripture
for driving out false worship. Then we read, ‘But
the high places were not removed: nevertheless
Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lord all his days’
(1 Kings 15:14). Asa banished idolatry from the
land, including deposing the Queen Mother from
her role, and destroying the place of false worship
she had established. Yet ‘high places’ remained,
even though Asa was described as having a perfect heart. This is taken to mean that the high
places were not centres of idolatry, but of unregulated, unlawful worship of the true and living
God. Why such places existed is perhaps another
matter: that they did is hard to deny.
Secondly, consider the state of religion in Judah around 700 BC. During the reign of King Jehoash/Joash, 835–796 BC, the temple had to be
renovated (2 Kings 12:ff). The next king, Amaziah,
was also a righteous king, who did not close down
the high places where ‘the people did sacrifice and
burnt incense’ (2 Kings 14:4). Being struck down
with leprosy, his son Azariah/Uzziah (791–739 BC)
reigned as co-regent. He too had a co-regent, his
son Jotham (750–731 BC). Another righteous king,
he too did not remove the high places, where the
same sacrifices were offered and incense was
burned (2 Kings 15:32ff). Then came King Ahaz,
who followed the wicked worship of Israel and
other nations, 2 Kings 16. He had a false altar
made and re-ordered the furniture in temple at
Jerusalem. Then came good King Hezekiah (729–
686 BC), who undid all the wickedness of his father, 2 Kings 183ff, and finally removed the high
places, as well as this shrine.
The picture emerges of a confused and disordered state of religion. A degree of superstitious
worship so clung to the population that even the
most faithful of kings appeared incapable of removing the high places—until Hezekiah finally
did. The temple at Jerusalem was no longer the
glorious edifice erected by King Solomon. The
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things done in the temple were not regulated
by the word of God. High places (including the
temple site at Arad?) offered unlawful alternatives, either to those who no longer respected
what worship at Jerusalem had become, or who
rebelled against the reforms carried out there by
righteous kings. Either way, all this excavation
has done is shown that religious confusion leads
to greater confusion. The only sure guide in worship is the word of God, rightly understood and
faithfully followed. ■
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A warning of global proportions
A sermon preached on Revelation 22:1– by the Rev. Stephen Holland

Introduction
Is there any hope for our world? It has been here
for a long time, and has been blighted by evil,
pain and sorrow. Numerous attempts have been
made to make our world a better place, yet all
seem to fail. The world, created by God, started
well, but then fell into rebellion, causing a righteous God to pass judgment. This was a judgment
not without mercy, which is why we are still all
here. But how will it all end?
The River—‘of life’ (v. 1)
We are shown pictures that describe the new
world. Remember that Revelation is a book of
symbols and pictures that are there to represent
something. The first picture we see is of a river,
but not just any river: it is a river of pure water
that brings life. It flows, not by, but out of God’s
throne. He is behind its flow, and the cause of it.
But what is its meaning? We find the meaning
by looking back into Scripture to what has gone
before. We have no right to make it say what we
think it ought to say! The Bible interprets the Bible. Water speaks of cleansing, refreshment, and
is necessary for life. That is true in the natural
realm, but is too of the spiritual. All partakers of
this new world will have received the life-giving
power of Jesus Christ. They will have received
God’s cleansing grace. ‘Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from
all your filthiness, and from all your idols will
I cleanse you’ (Ezekiel 36:25). Water is life, life
from Jesus Christ: ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of the Spirit’
(John 7:38–39).
The Rescue—‘healing of the nations’ (v. 2)
There is running alongside the river, positioned
on each side, a tree of life. There is a direct par-

allel here with the book of Genesis, for in the
opening chapters we come across rivers, and
trees. This was all part of the beautiful Garden
of Eden. That garden is in beauty and provision
well above what any of us know of in this present
world. Yet we lost that wondrous garden through
a tree. That is, Adam ate the forbidden fruit, of
which God told him not to. Being tempted by Satan, and wanting to know more than what God
had given, he directly disobeyed his maker. We
see here though a tree that gives forth life and
healing. It is worldwide, as we read it gives healing to the nations. You will recall God’s placing
of angels guarding Adam’s re-entrance to the
garden and so eating of the tree of life. If he had
done that he would have indeed lived forever,
but the problem of sin would have remained.
What is this tree we now see? It is the cross of
Christ: ‘Whom ye slew and hanged on a tree’;
‘whom they slew and hanged on a tree’; ‘Bare our
sins in his own body on the tree’ (Acts 5:30; 10:39;
1 Peter 2:24). And ‘By his stripes we are healed’
(Isaiah 53:5).
The Removal—‘no more curse’ (v. 3)
We, through our first parents, bear the rightful
curse of breaking the holy law of God. That
curse was warned of before they ate: ‘In the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die’
(Genesis 2:17). Death and all miseries in life stem
from that curse. No matter what, we can never
break free from it. We can never remove the curse
that God placed, and no amount of environmental
campaigning can lift it. But the curse God
placed was never going to be permanent. He
would one day remove it completely, but there
was an infinite cost to pay. You will recall that
the Saviour died, not by stoning which was
the Jewish custom, but by crucifixion. Why
crucifixion? In Deuteronomy 21:23 we read: ‘For
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he that is hanged [on a tree] is accursed of God.’
For the curse to be truly lifted one would have to
bear that curse. When Christ died and rose again
he defeated that curse. ‘Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13). He not only
paid the price we owed, but he purchased those
who are his—we now become his servants. We
serve him in this world, though so imperfectly.
But we will serve him perfectly in the world to
come.
The Reality—‘see his face’ (v. 4)
It is impossible to ever see God and live. We are
too sinful, and he too holy. We know from Moses’ encounter with God that he could only see
the back parts, ‘For no man can see God and live’
(Exodus 33:20). Though the Christian cannot see
God in this world we can have fellowship and
communion with him. That fellowship, no matter how sweet, is always marred by sin. But in
the new heaven and earth, here spoken of, we
will see face to face. Sin will no longer be present
to spoil our fellowship. This is the hope of every
believer in Christ. We have our Father’s name in
our foreheads. This is mentioned elsewhere in
Revelation (14:1). What is the meaning of having
the Father's name in our foreheads? A name or
mark is to do with ownership. If we are Christ’s
we have been bought by him, and he owns us.

PTS SPECIAL
OFFERS

A

s advertised in the previous issue of this
Magazine, the full set of Time Travellers
Club workbooks was offered free to any
who applied. In all, 75 sets were sent out.
Thank you to everyone who sent donations of
any size towards this project. These have been put
towards the cost of postage.
At the Study Days the bookshop has been
offering special discounts to those attending.
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Yet if we are not Christ’s our citizenship is not in
heaven but of this world, and we belong to the
god of this world—the devil, and so have already
upon us the mark of the beast. But the Christian:
‘When he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is’ (1 John 3:2).
The Reign—‘reign for ever’ (v. 5)
Light is necessary for life. Christ claimed to be
the light of the world. Light dispels all darkness.
He though is not just the light of the world, he
is the light of heaven, and so great is that light
there is no need even of the sun. This light is no
mere torchlight that shines too brightly. His radiance is the most pure and marvellous that ever
was. Only the pure in heart (made pure by the
cross) can rejoice in it. ‘Men love darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil’ (John
3:19). If you love the darkness of this world, you
will hate the glory of heaven and its Saviour.
Though the world and forces of darkness reject
the sovereign reign of Christ and his church, at
the end of it all, that’s all that will remain standing. ‘And hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to the
church’ (Ephesians 1:22). Will you be there reigning with Christ in heaven? Or will you face the
eternal consequences of your sin and rebellion,
cast away into outer darkness with gnashing of
teeth? ■

Given that such Study Days are currently not
possible, we are pleased to announce a special
offer for July and August. All book orders of stock
items will attract a discount of 15% before the
cost of post and packaging is applied. Please note
that this only applies to titles held in stock, and
not to items that have to be ordered.
The usual discount for churches, ministers,
theological students and Friends will still apply
for special orders.
Please enquire, by phone or email, to find out
if the title you want is in stock. You may get a
bargain! ■
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PTS Wickliffe Preacher
Engagements
The Rev. Stephen Holland

(North of England) (Minister, Westhoughton Evangelical Church)

July
Sunday 5th
Grace Baptist Church, Gray Street,
Workington, Cumbria,
CA14 2NT. 11 am. (SH)
Grace Baptist Church, Gray Street,
Workington, Cumbria,
CA14 2NT. 6 pm. (SH)
Thursday 9th
Parbold Evangelical Church,
Chorley Road, Parbold, Wigan,
WN8 7AN. 7.15 pm. (SH)

The Rev. Regan King
(London–Auxilliary Preacher) (Pastor, The Angel Church, Islington)

Wednesday 15th
Pemberton Free Grace, Rehoboth Chapel,
Wardley Street, Pemberton WN5 8BU.
7.30 pm. (SH)

Congregational Church, The Street,
Walsham-Le-Willows, Suffolk,
IP31 3AZ. 6.30 pm. (SH)

Saturday 18th
Ipswich Martyrs Memorial, Christchurch
Park, off Soane Street, Ipswich IP4 2BB.
6 pm. (SH)

August

Sunday 19th
Congregational Church, The Street,
Walsham-Le-Willows, Suffolk,
IP31 3AZ. 11 am. (SH)

‘Brethren pray for us’

Sunday 23rd
Grace Baptist Church, Gray Street,
Workington, Cumbria,
CA14 2NT. 11 am. (SH)
Grace Baptist Church, Gray Street,
Workington, Cumbria,
CA14 2NT. 6 pm. (SH)

1 Thessalonians 5:25

Please see the website for updates and for additional meetings

Meetings may be cancelled: CHECK BEFORE YOU GO

FLEET STREET EVENTS
All Fleet Street events are cancelled for the time being, in line with current,
temporary legislation. If you are on our mailing list, we aim to send out a
weekly newsletter. If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please
email sarah@protestanttruth.com.
The shop is closed, but the office is open at least once a week for orders. Please
email ptslondon@btconnect.com or call 020 7405 4960 and leave a message.
Your patience is appreciated!
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BIBLE LESSON • MEMORY VERSE • ACTIVITIES

Daniel

E

H
Lessons from Daniel – No. 4
Please read Daniel 4
You have probably been at a service when someone
has given their testimony. A person goes up in front
of the congregation and tells everyone how they
were brought to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In some
churches the testimony forms part of baptism.
This chapter is the testimony of a man, but not just any
man: this is the testimony of King Nebuchadnezzar. At
the time he was the most powerful ruler in the Middle
East. To the people of his empire and the surrounding
nations, he was the most powerful king on earth. And
this man gave his testimony!
Nebuchadnezzar did not stand up in front of a group
of people to tell them what the Lord had done. No!
He wrote down his testimony, and had copies sent all
around his empire, in the languages of all his people.
Everyone of them heard this remarkable story.
The story itself is extraordinary. The king had a dream
(he was not the first in this book!) and he asked Daniel
what it meant. The answer Daniel gave was not good:
the dream was a solemn warning from the Lord that
the king was to lose his throne for a time. This situation
would last until he confessed 'that the heavens do
rule' (v. 26). Daniel counsels the king to cease sinning
by doing good instead, and showing mercy to the
poor. In other words, the king was to replace sin with
righteousness, and keep God’s holy law.

S

roof of his great palace, and seeing the astounding
city he had built, he spoke foolish words. He gave
himself the glory for all that he had, rather than give it
to God for setting him up over Babylon.

R

Even as he spoke he heard a voice from heaven,
telling him that his judgment was upon him. Daniel’s
warning came true, and for a while the king lived in
the fields, eating grass, until he looked like a wild
animal. See how he is described in v. 33. But when
he looked up to heaven, and gave the glory to God,
he was healed and restored, and was able to return
to his palace and throne. Rather than hide what had
happened, the king sent his testimony out to all his
subjects, so they would know the truth of what had
happened, and understand how he had been healed.

K

C

E

E

D

N

Nebuchadnezzar was a foreign king, yet God spoke
to him through his servant Daniel. God is Lord of the
whole world, having created it and everything in it.
If he can command powerful kings, he can surely
direct our rulers. If he can turn the hearts of rulers,
he can turn our hearts also. The Lord was good to
Nebuchadnezzar: his troubles led to great blessing.
Let us always remember the Lord in our troubles.

O

Memory Verse:
‘How great are his signs! and how mighty are
his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and his dominion is from generation
to generation.’ (Daniel 4:3)

This Nebuchadnezzar managed to do for a whole year,
v. 29, but at the end of the time, when walking on the
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4th May, 2020
Dear Prime Minister
We are delighted that you have recovered from your Covid-19 infection. Clearly
many prayers for you have been answered. Our lives are in God’s hands and you
have been given a new lease of life. We are also glad to hear of the safe birth of your
son.
This letter is a request from the Council of the Protestant Truth Society to end the
lockdown on Christian churches.
We know that this new virus has been a major challenge for your government.
Many, particularly among the elderly and vulnerable, have died. There is strong
evidence that the virus is now past its peak. Many businesses, deemed essential, are
continuing to function. Many more businesses will reopen this month.
Britain is, constitutionally and historically, a Christian country. Our churches have
played a vital part in our national story. They were not closed for the vastly more
lethal Spanish Flu. They were not shut for the Blitz. In May 1940 George VI ordered
a national day of prayer. God heard the nation’s prayers. Churchill’s political
position was secured. The British Army, through a miraculous combination of
circumstances, was almost entirely delivered at Dunkirk.
Christians are law-abiding people. We fully understand the need for hand washing
and social distancing. There is no reason why churches cannot be permitted to
meet, observing sensible precautions. Our country has a long and vital tradition of
civil and religious liberty. Those liberties are precious. They should not be curtailed
unnecessarily. If B & Q can open then so should the church.
You have said that you will be guided by Cicero’s dictum Salus populi suprema lex
esto. There is wisdom in this if the word salus is rightly understood. The motto
of Oxford University is Dominus illuminatio mea, the opening words of the Latin
translation of Psalm 27. The verse continues et salus mea. ‘The Lord is my light
and my salvation.’ This nation’s welfare ultimately depends on God. Our country
desperately needs the public prayers of believing Christians. We would therefore
urge you to permit the reopening of our churches.
Yours sincerely

The Rt Rev. Dominic Stockford – on behalf of the PTS Council
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John Robinson,
Pastor to the Pilgrims
by the Rev. Dominic Stockford
A Musical interlude
Before I begin this brief outline of the life of
John Robinson himself1 I would like to take the
opportunity to direct interested parties to a Music CD by Seth Lakeman, called ‘A Pilgrims Tale’.
Seth, from Plymouth, uses ‘period music’ to tell
the story of the movements and travels of the
Pilgrim Fathers. And although this is not overtly Christian music he includes verses from the
hymn, ‘Through the night of doubt and sorrow’:
Through the night of doubt and sorrow
Onward goes the pilgrim band,
Singing songs of expectation,
Marching to the Promised Land.
One, the object of our journey,
One, the faith which never tires,
One, the earnest looking forward,
One, the hope our God inspires.
There are further allusions to the Christian
faith—or instance, in the song ‘The Foreign
Man’, the lyrics speak of the compassion of the
Lord, and of ‘each word’ that ‘from God proceeds.’
And in the song ‘The Pilgrim’s Warning’ there
is a possible allusion to the eternal hope all
Christians hold, when it talks of ‘people sighing
for the land they hope to find.’ I have one criticism, the typeface used on the insert booklet is
of a style and a size which meant I had to photograph it and enlarge it to be able to read the
lyrics. I am, however, pleased that someone has
sought to produce something of this nature this
year, and I hope the effort Seth Lakeman has put
in will be rewarded.
1

With much owed to, The Pastor of the Pilgrims: A
Biography of John Robinson, by Walter H Burgess

John Robinson
The Robinson family hailed from Sturton-le-Steeple in Nottinghamshire. It seems that
their presence there was first recorded in 1544
(in a list of taxpayers!). John Robinson’s father,
also John, was born in about 1550, and ‘our’ John
was born to him and his wife, Ann, somewhere
about 1576—there being no parish records before 1638 it is difficult to be certain of this. He
had a brother, William, a sister, Mary, and another unnamed sister. We are informed that a
serious2 infectious sickness swept through the
village, but did not touch the Robinsons. John
Robinson the elder was a learned man, who witnessed wills, and held a place of significance in
the local community. And both he and his wife
left significant sums of money to their families,
and to the local community.
‘Our’ John Robinson’s life took a turn when, in
1604, he married Bridget White, the daughter of
another local family. As did his own father and
mother, the records show that his father-in-law
also left sums of money for the benefit of local
people. It appears, therefore, that John Robinson’s background was comfortable, and that his
later ‘rebellion’ cannot be put down to dissatisfaction with life, but must be tied firmly to his
sincerely and strongly held Christian faith. And
where he gained his schooling is uncertain—
there are no records from the schools in Retford,
Gainsborough, or Lincoln, close enough to where
he lived. We do know, however, that John went to
Cambridge University, to Corpus Christi College—
otherwise then known as Benet College. And by
February 16th, 1595, he had studied and learned
enough to be elected to the rank of ‘scholar’.
2

Genuinely serious, killing many of the inhabitants
of the small village.
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We have previously discussed the state of
religion in England at this time—‘woeful’ seems
an apt summary of it. And the election of Bancroft as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1604 made
it clear to many that, as Burgess puts it, ‘the
hopelessness of effecting any immediate change
in the form of worship must have been apparent
to all observers.’ Bancroft being a serious opponent of the Puritan movement. We can see Robinson’s heart on the matter when on February
10th, 1604 it is recorded that he resigned his position in the college—and five days later married
Bridget White in the parish church of St Mary in
Greasley, Nottinghamshire. He and his wife then
moved to Norwich, where in due course two children were born to them, John and Ann.
One matter from his time at university is particularly worth noting. During John’s time there
a man named Laurence Chaderton, an outstanding man amongst the Puritans, was first master
at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. It is noted that
he would not allow variation from the ‘Calvinism embodied in the Anglican Articles’, and that
he only eventually stepped down from his master’s position in order to allow in a Dr John Preston, ‘lest he should be succeeded by a person of
Arminian principles.’ In 1613 the Pilgrim Church
controlled press in Leyden, Holland, issued an
edition of Chaderton’s sermon on Romans 12:3–8.
It is therefore clear where many of the positive
influences which led and guided John Robinson
in his faith and practice found their roots.
The Puritan party had a strong witness in
Norwich, where John and his family had settled.
Further, his friend Thomas Newhouse had been
offered the position as minister of St Andrew’s
Norwich, in 1602—that offer coming because of
his known puritan sympathies, and his refusal
to wear the surplice. John Robinson joined this
congregation, and gave his friend ministerial assistance—effectively as a curate. At some point
shortly afterwards Robinson’s refusal to conform
to the Book of Canons issued in July 1604 meant
that he was suspended from ministry by the
Bishop of Norwich. Members of the congregation
followed him, and it was at this time that he effectively founded his own congregation. It was
not without much thought that he did so, and
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the specific point which was the catalyst for his
departure seems to have been the Bishop’s insistence that the required ‘ceremonies’ were not
matters of indifference, but matters of necessity.
One Francis Mason states of the situation,
‘As you rejoice the Papists, so you encourage the
Brownists’. The whole approach to the matter by
the Bishops was so heavy-handed that it was the
extremes of churchmanship which ended up being encouraged—and yet there was no proposal
to remove the difficulties which stood in the way
of the Puritan’s conformity.
Following his suspension from Church of
England ministry—effectively a form of expulsion—and after engaging in some wanderings to
home, to Cambridge, and elsewhere, John Robinson left the Church of England, ending up with a
non-conformist group, the personal base for his
work being in Scrooby, Nottinghamshire. More
detail of his time with them, and their travels
around Europe, has been covered extensively
elsewhere, as some of it also has within the first
articles in this series. I do not propose to cover
that again, but to turn to two other matters—
briefly to his congregationalism, and also to his
final days.
Congregationalism
John Robinson is regarded (along with Robert
Browne) as one of the founders of congregationalism. Frankly, it should be unsurprising, when
we view the way he and others were treated by
ungodly bishops within the Church of England,
that he would see the major issues that arise
from a ‘national church’, or from denominationalism. It is also clear, when we look to the words
of someone such as John Angell James, that he
had a point about the nature of the church. In his
book entitled Christian Fellowship3 John Angell
James points out that ‘The word church signifies
an assembly. It is sometimes employed within
the Word of God to comprehend the whole body
of believers. Otherwise it means a congregation
of professing Christians meeting for worship in
one place.’ John Robinson would wholeheartedly
support such exegesis. The idea that each Chris3

Copies of which the PTS Bookshop can obtain for
you from the EFCC offices, or from Quinta Press.
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tian congregation should manage its own affairs
sort of sadness and irony which often appears
so far as those affairs begin and end with that
to come upon us, but where would he rather
congregation is surely important both for the
have been? With his Lord for eternity, or in the
growth of faith withNew World? Paul dein the congregation,
bates this in the first
and for the indepenchapter of his letter
dence of Christian
to the Philippians,
communities from
and doesn’t really
the interference of
come to a clear anoverbearing and unswer—though his
godly overlords. The
words, ‘For to me to
persecution of ortholive is Christ, and to
dox clergy and condie is gain,’ give us
gregations by, and
an insight of how
the ungodly nature
we should approach
of, bishops within
both life and death.
the Church of EnJohn Robinson
gland (and other dedied, rather unexnominations) across
pectedly, on March
the time that has
1st, 1625. Roger
since passed does
White of Leyden
nothing to dissuade
wrote of his death
from this necessary
to the Governor of
desire for godly inPlymouth, in New
dependence. The enEngland.
forced prevention of
It hath pleased
pastors by bishops
the Lord to take out
from even entering
of this vale of tears,
The memorial erected to John Robinson in Pieterskerk, Leiden
their own Church of
your and our loving
England
churches
and faithful pastor, and my dear and reverend
alone during the recent Covid–19 ‘crisis’ clearly
brother, Mr John Robinson, who was sick some
demonstrates this need.
eight days, beginning first to be sick on a Saturday morning; yet the next day, being the Lord’s
The last days
Day, he taught us twice, and the week after grew
John Robinson, the pastor to the Pilgrims, did
every day weaker than other … having faithfulnot, of course, actually go to the New World himly finished his course, and performed his work,
self. He preached a fine sermon as a send-off to
which the Lord had appointed him here to perthose who eventually travelled from Plymouth
form, he now rests with the Lord in eternal hapon the Mayflower, and he was regarded by them
piness.
as their pastor, even in absentia.
His intention was always to make the journey himself, but various issues cropped up each
time, and it was eventually his health which
prevented him from making the passage. Even
his wife and family never travelled there—and
although their name appears on one of the ship’s
manifests, they did not actually travel. This is a

He was buried on March 4th, 1625, in the Pieterskerkhof, in Leyden. Despite the letter, those
who had travelled to the New World did not hear
of his death for a year. His memory, however,
and the wonderful work he did for the gospel of
Christ, will not be forgotten. ■
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Heinrich Bullinger,
forgotten Reformer – Part 3
by Kevin McGrane

Heinrich Bullinger’s legacy in Reformed doctrine is profound. As Stephen Strehle noted,
Bullinger’s influence upon the subsequent
Reformed tradition endures in the Calvinist’s emphasis on the unity of the biblical
message, its beginnings with Adam in the
garden, the importance of the Abrahamic
covenant, the relationship between his circumcision and our baptism, and the affinity
between the OT state and NT church.
Covenant theology
Bullinger especially secured that covenant theology would ‘become an important and permanent fixture of Reformed theology’ (Strehle), and
is widely recognized as the covenant theologian
par excellence in the sixteenth century for pioneering the use of the covenant as a formative
and organizing principle. With the publication
in 1534 of his Of the One and Eternal Testament
or Covenant of God, ‘Bullinger had the distinction of being the first to produce a theological
treatise on the subject of the covenant and set
it out clearly as the scopus of Scripture’ (Andrew
Woolsey). In this treatise ‘Bullinger argues that
the entirety of scripture must be viewed in the
light of the Abrahamic covenant in which God
graciously offers to give himself to men and in
turn requires that men “walk before him and be
perfect”’ (Robert Reymond). Emidio Campi notes
that
[T]he subject reached full maturity when
Bullinger began to focus on the Christological
nature of the covenant and above all man’s
reconciliation and renewal in Christ…Cov-
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enant theology understood in this way…is
doubtless also the reason why federal theology, the main author of which was Bullinger
himself, became so widespread first in Reformed Protestantism.
Generally speaking, the works in which
Bullinger’s teaching on the covenant formed the
overt organizing principle are those intended
for lay readers, for example his Summa Christlicher Religion and his Catechesis pro Adultioribus
Scripta. In the latter, Bullinger states that the
covenant is the subject matter of Scripture. To
the question as to how the Holy Scriptures explain the benevolence of God, he answers that
‘God joins himself to humanity by an eternal
covenant’, and goes on to explain that the Church
is the covenant community, in which we are covenanters or confederates (Lat. confoedatores)
with God. The two tables of the Law set out the
covenant requirements of true worship and true
religion. Edward Dowey comments that
[T]he framework of presentation is the prior
authority of scripture and God’s eternal covenant, which is the scopus of scripture. Covenant is the context in which the Decalogue,
the creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, and sacraments
are to be understood…the covenant is the
leitmotif of this document.
Bullinger’s own words on the covenant
Referring to the covenant God made with Abraham, Bullinger, in his treatise Of the One and
Eternal Testament or Covenant of God, declares,
The eternal power and majesty, the immor-
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tal all-knowing God, the creator of the universe, in whom all things subsist, by whom
all things exist, and through whom all things
are preserved, joined himself in covenant
with miserable mortals corrupted by sin.
This indisputably is the origin of our religion
and its primary point: we are saved solely
through the goodness and mercy of God…
Indeed, it is evident that nothing else
was handed down to the saints of all ages,
throughout the entire scripture, other than
what is included in these main points of the
covenant… The law, the prophets, and the
very epistles of the apostles … all of them
return to this centre as to a target.
Christ the Lord…not only in his teaching,
but also in his most astounding incarnation,
explained and confirmed in a marvellous
and living way that eternal covenant of God
made with the human race. For when the
true God assumed true humanity…by that
very event he bore witness to the greatest
mystery in the entire world, namely, that
God admitted humans into the covenant and
into partnership, indeed that he bound them
to himself with an indissoluble bond by the
highest miracle of love, and that he is our
God.
In his Decades, Bullinger traces the revelation of the covenant (or league) back to the protoevangelium of Gen. 3:15:
Now he did not first begin the league with
Abraham, but did renew to him the covenant
that he made a great while before. For he
did first make it with Adam…and promised
his only-begotten Son in whom he would be
reconciled to the world, and through whom
he would wholly bestow himself upon us,
by making us partakers of all his good and
heavenly blessings, and by binding us unto
himself in faith and obedience. This ancient
league, made first with Adam, he did afterward renew to Noah, and after that again
with the blessed patriarch Abraham. And
again, after the space of four hundred years,
it was renewed under Moses at mount Sinai,

where the conditions of the league were at
large written in the two tables, and many
ceremonies added thereto. But most excellently of all, most clearly and evidently, did
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ himself
show forth that league…
There are two points, or especial conditions, contained in this league: the first
whereof declareth what God doth promise,
and what he will do for his confederates…
the second comprehendeth the duty of man,
which he doth owe to God, his confederate
and sovereign prince. Therefore God, for his
part saith “I will be thy God, and Saddai, that
is, thy fulness and sufficiency; I will, I say, be
thy God, and the God of thy seed after thee”…
The second condition of the league betwixt
God and man prescribeth to man what he
must do, and how he must behave himself
toward God, his confederate and sovereign
prince. “Walk before me”, saith God to man,
“and be upright”.
Some scholars have attempted to drive a
wedge between Bullinger and Calvin by asserting that the former held to a bilateral covenant
in which man covenants with God in response
to God’s covenanting with man, over against
an allegedly Calvinist unilateral arrangement
on God’s part. This misrepresentation Richard
Muller corrects:
[B]oth Calvin and Bullinger proposed a thoroughly gracious covenant given unilaterally by God as the basis of salvation and both
used bilateral language in describing human
responsibility in covenant with God. The Reformed doctrine of the covenant is, therefore,
neither opposed to nor in tension with the Reformed doctrine of predestination, which also
declares a grace unilaterally bestowed by God
and assumes human responsibility and obedience under and enabled by grace.
Predestination and reprobation
Mention of predestination brings us to another
alleged difference, the assertion that while Calvin taught double predestination – predestina-
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tion of the elect to life and of the reprobate to condemnation – Bullinger held to predestination of
the elect only. This notion is remarkable in view
of plain statements in Bullinger’s Decades, e.g.
that ‘God by his eternal and immutable counsel
has foreordained who must be saved, and who
must be condemned.’1
Long after the deaths of Calvin and
Bullinger, the Arminian Remonstrants, desiring a weighty authority against the Dutch Calvinists, naturally disdained to take Calvin as
their exemplar, and adopted Bullinger as their
champion by misrepresenting his position.2 But
at the Synod of Dort, Johan Jacob Breitinger, a
successor of Bullinger at Zurich and the leader
of the Swiss delegation, was well able to prove
from evidence that Bullinger held to double
predestination, supporting the dogmatic double predestinarian Girolamo Zanchi in the predestination controversy in Strasburg in 1561,
and personally signing the eleven theses that
constituted Zanchi’s position. Bullinger subsequently sought to attract Zanchi to the professorship of the Old Testament, the highest chair
at Zurich’s theological academy, which was vacant following the death of the brilliant scholar
Peter Martyr Vermigli, who had also been called
to Zurich by Bullinger. Vermigli was himself
one of the strongest proponents of double predestination, under whose ministry Zanchi had
been converted, and had been in the fires of
controversy over double predestination before
his calling to Zurich. Once at Zurich, Vermigli
came into conflict with Bullinger’s close friend
Theodore Bibliander, who was forced into retirement after attacking Vermigli’s views on eternal
reprobation.
Bullinger was more far-sighted than Calvin
on the issue of predestination, and whilst willing to confess the doctrine of double predestination, he dissociated himself from Calvin on the
1
2
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Caeterum ab aeterno immutabili consilio
praefinivit deus, qui salvari, quive damnari
debeant.
Charles S. McCoy and J. Wayne Baker reprised the
same arguments. But ‘The series of claims McCoy
& Baker make regarding the Synod of Dort are
nothing less than imbecilic, although typical of
Arminian historiography’ (Alvarado).

practical handling of the doctrine of reprobation.
He feared the younger Calvin had a tendency to
confuse the cause and the ground of reprobation
and thus was veering towards making God the
author of sin, and warned him accordingly:
Now believe me, many are offended by
your statements on predestination in your
Institutes…it is my opinion that the apostles touched upon this sublime matter only
briefly, and not unless compelled to do so,
and even in such circumstances, they were
cautious that the pious were not thereby offended… And indeed the elect are chosen on
account of Christ and his grace and not on
account of any respect of their own; the reprobate perish truly on account of their own
guilt, and not by the malice of God.3
In a letter to Traheron refuting the notion
that God is the author of sin, Bullinger resolved
the cause of predestination to life or death into
the will of God:
Predestination, preordination, or predetermination is the ordination of all things to a
certain end by God from eternity—the Lord
has primarily destined every man, and this
is his holy and just counsel, his just decree.
Now the election of God from eternity is that
he truly elects some to life, others to destruction [quidem alios ad vitam elegit, alios ad
interitum]. The cause of election and predestination is nothing other than the good and
just will of God, undeserved [good will] in the
salvation in the elect, yet deserved [just will]
in the damnation and rejection of the reprobate [debite autem damnantis et reiicientas
reprobos].
But Bullinger maintained that the ground
of a sinner’s justification is the imputed righteousness of Christ, not his election; likewise,
the ground of a sinner’s condemnation must be
resolved into his own sin, not his reprobation.
This is the Reformed position (see Westminster
3

The Westminster Confession Chapter III affirms
with Bullinger: ‘The rest of mankind God was
pleased…to pass by, and to ordain them to
dishonour and wrath for their sin.’
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Confession, Chapter V) that whilst God is the ultimate cause of all, even the fall, he is never the
author of sin.
Some who succeeded Calvin adopted the
method of Ramist logic developed by Peter
Ramus in mapping the doctrine of double predestination onto distinguishable covenants (of
works and grace), leading to demands beyond
confessional double predestination towards a
hypercalvinist ‘experimental predestination’—
attempting to separate the reprobate from the
elect in this world, and disbarring them from the
visible church. Bullinger perceived the dangers,
the temerity, and the impossibility of trying to
pastor on the basis of the divine decrees, which
is why covenant teaching became so important
a principle for him in the life of the church. Campi has observed that though Bullinger himself
‘generally worked on the assumption of double
predestination’,
As chief pastor of Zurich, however, he categorically rejected all forms of speculation…
Bullinger proves to have been more acutely
aware of the problems inherent in predestination than was either Zwingli or Calvin…the picture to emerge is one of pastoral caution.
Bullinger’s own words on predestination
We conclude with the words of Bullinger himself
on the matter, both on the doctrine itself and
pastoral application. In his sermon ‘On God’s
Providence’ in the Decades, which was widely
distributed throughout the Reformed churches,
he makes his position crystal clear:
The predestination of God is the eternal decree of God, whereby he has ordained either
to save or destroy men; a most certain end
of life and death having been set up beforehand.4
But ever the caring pastor, he warns that
the salvation of souls is endangered by curious
questions and wranglings about this doctrine,
since eternal decrees themselves are not principles with which the church can function in their
4

Praedestinatio autem decretum dei aeternum est,
quo destinavit homines vel servare vel perdere,
certissimo vitae et mortis termino prefixo

outworking in the economy of God. Yet Bullinger
anticipates, and answers, the perennial question of the individual:
If thou ask me whether thou art elected to
life, or predestinate to death, that is, whether
thou art of the number of them that are to
be damned, or that are to be saved; I answer
simply out of the scriptures… if thou hast
communion with Christ, thou art predestinate to life…but if thou art a stranger from
Christ, thou art predestinate to death…higher and deeper I will not creep into the seat of
God’s counsel.5
Elsewhere, dealing with the immutable decree of reprobation and the need to urge repentance he writes,
I know that some persons object…that it
is vain to urge repentance, for it can profit
nothing because of the sentence that God has
pronounced, and because of God’s immutable
decree by which he has determined to cut
us off for our sins. But…let not the decree of
God, which he has pronounced against, deter
any one from repentance, or from importunate prayer; for just as that decree is immutable against the ungodly, so it stands not
at all in the way of penitents.
These remarks reveal how balanced and how
wise was Bullinger in handling the deep things
of God, and how he dealt with matters with a
pastor’s heart. The Reformed Protestant church
can continue to learn much by re-discovering
him. ■

5

Such an answer was never satisfactory for Calvin,
but it is Reformed orthodoxy; see for example
the Westminster Confession Ch. III: ‘The doctrine
of this high mystery of predestination is to be
handled with special prudence and care, that
men attending the will of God revealed in his
word…and yielding obedience thereunto, may…
be assured of their eternal election.’ Ch. XVIII ‘This
infallible assurance…he may…in the right use of
ordinary means, attain thereunto. And therefore it
is the duty of everyone…to make his calling and
election sure.’
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Book Review
Searching our hearts in difficult times
John Owen
Banner of Truth
160pp • £5 • p/b
ISBN 978-1-84871-881-4
Reviewed by Oliver Rice

A

book for our times! Difficult times. But
don’t you find the title intriguing. It’s not
‘How to survive difficult times’ or merely
‘finding strength in difficult times’ but more like
developing sanctification through difficult times.
Owen never takes his eye off the ball of holiness,
the great goal of God for our lives—though we
would sooner speak about happiness and health.
He sees the spiritual value of difficult times—for
the sake of spiritual health and wellbeing for the
glory of God.
Perhaps when you see the name John Owen,
you think, ‘warning: heavy theology’. Well, Owen
does require you to put your thinking cap on and
he does build his teaching from the deep foundations of good biblical theology, but he is also able
to get to the pastoral and practical end of things
in everyday life—the working out of what God is
working in us. This is helped by the fact that the
book is ‘abridged and made easy to read’ and its

Continued from p. 79
I highly recommend this book. We are given
a view of Scotland 30 years after the Reformation and the ongoing struggle between church
and state. Bruce is shown to be one who would
rather have possession of the riches which are to
be found in Christ Jesus than the passing praise
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short chapters based on a number of Owen’s talks
and sermons.
There are three parts to the book: part 1,
‘Searching our hearts’ is easily the longest; part 2,
‘Difficult and dangerous times’; part 3, ‘Living by
faith in difficult times.’
As already stated, and probably as expected,
you will need to concentrate, but the effort is well
worth it. Let me then, finally, give you a brief taste
of what lies within:
‘God will appear as awfully majestic and
wonderfully glorious at such troubled times…
(Isaiah 2:20, 21). If we have the light of faith
to illuminate it, we shall see a majesty and
glory in God’s acts, even those of his public and
troubling judgments—such a greatness and
glory that the soul will be constrained to bow
down before him’.
A word for our own day? ■

of this world. We are blessed in having many
of Bruce’s sermons in print. His well known The
Mystery of the Lord’s Supper was reprinted in 1958
by James Clarke, and more recently his published
sermons on Isaiah 38 (2017 Banner of Truth Trust)
and on Hebrews 11 (2019 Christian Focus). ■
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Book Review
Master Robert Bruce
D.C. Macnicol
Banner of Truth
296pp • £12.50 • h/b
ISBN 978-1-84871-878-4
Reviewed by Alisdair MacLeod-Mair

T

his book was first published in 1907 and
reprinted by Banner of Truth in 1961. Robert Bruce (1554–1631) was the second son
of Sir Alexander Bruce of Airth. His mother, Janet,
was the great-granddaughter of King James I of
Scotland.
While there is some doubt as to the date of
Bruce’s birth, there is no doubt as to when he
was re-born. It was the last night of August, 1581,
while at home in Airth that Bruce discovered the
God’s mercy as seen in the merits of Christ (p. 21).
His parents had hoped that he would study civil law, and for a time he did at St Andrews and
abroad. However Bruce felt called by God to
preach the gospel, and despite threats from his
mother to disinherit him, he returned to St Andrews University to study Theology under Andrew Melville.
Bruce was licensed to preach the gospel by
the Presbytery of St Andrews in 1587 and was
called to be minister of the High Kirk of Edinburgh (St Giles). James VI attended the High Kirk
but often was inattentive and chatted with his
companions. On one occasion, having disturbed
the sermon three times, Bruce declared directly
to the King, ‘When the lion roars, all the beasts of
the field are quiet: the Lion of the tribe of Judah
is now roaring in the voice of His Gospel, and it

becomes all the petty kings of the earth to be silent’ (p. 38).
The relationship between the King and Bruce
was on the whole good. When James went to Denmark in 1589 he left the affairs of state largely in
the hands of Bruce. The relationship broke down
and Bruce was exiled three times, two of them in
Inverness. There, Bruce was free to preach and
many, from as far away as the northern counties
of Ross and Sutherland, were brought to the feet
of the Saviour.
In March 1625 Charles I allowed Bruce to return to his own house. His final years were spent
preaching in Lowland towns and villages. When
preaching near Leuchars, the minister of that
parish Alexander Henderson, unconverted then,
out of curiosity concealed himself in an obscure
corner to hear Bruce. The arrow of conviction
found him and Henderson left the church a new
man in Christ Jesus.
On the morning of 27th July 1631 Bruce told
his daughter Martha not to prepare him another
egg as his Master was calling him. Being blind,
Bruce recited from memory the eighth chapter
of Romans, and declared, ‘I have breakfasted
with you, and I shall sup with my Lord Jesus this
night. I die believing these words.’
Continued foot of p. 78
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All are facing eternity
No matter the shade of a person’s skin, we are all
facing eternity. Life is so brief. We rarely hear people today talking of souls passing away, but that is
what it is. Death is the departure of the soul into
eternity. Skin colour will matter nothing when we
stand before God on judgment day. The value of
one’s soul is that it is an eternal soul, created in
God’s image, and now defiled by sin. Each soul, regardless of skin shade, is in need of saving grace.
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class, race, or privilege? What does John see in
his Revelation? He sees: ‘For thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation’
(Revelation 5:9). What ultimately matters in life is
not what position, status, privilege, or even none
of these, that one has, but whether we belong to
Christ and to his kingdom. Sin has ruined our
relationship with God, and it ruins relationships
with our fellow human. The answer? Reconciliation through Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all peoples. ■
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God in them.’ He also spoke of man still being in
the image of God, though he has become greatly
stained due to the fall. Murder is wrong because
we still bear his image (see Genesis 9:6). We are
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